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NO MORE SURPRISES

Ned Cramer
Editor in Chief

PROFITEERS IN THE
HOME BUILDING
INDUSTRY

HAVE LEFT THE
U.S. HOLDING

A STEAMING

BAG FULL OF
UNSUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES.

- Itching to share a thought?

E-mail ncramer@hanleywood.com.
(We may edit submissions for grammar,
clarity, and length.)

MY IN-LAWS LOVE THEIR NEW HOME in Arizona. When
I visited them last month, I began to understand why.
After a lifetime in Connecticut, their new community,
Sun City Grand, is basically a retiree’s paradise. Located
in Surprise, a 40-minute drive from downtown Phoenix,
it has four golf courses, two community centers, a

day spa, arts-and-crafts facilities, a lifelong-learning
center, lap pools, and pickleball courts. The grounds are
beautifully maintained, and the layout of their three-
bedroom is spacious and livable. The place is fabulous,
and it terrifies me.

Sun City Grand is one of dozens of wildly successful,
age-restricted (55 and older) retirement communities
built by Del Webb, a subsidiary of Pulte Homes. Building
homes for hundreds of thousands of older Americans is
a seemingly altruistic enterprise, like knitting sweaters
for orphans, but unfortunately someone forgot to build
towns to go with the houses. For all its amenities, Sun
City Grand lacks essentials of urbanism like through-
streets, offices, and retail. Don’t get me started on the
houses themselves: Green design? Forget about it.

The same failings stick to the other walled and
gated developments I saw in Surprise (age-restricted
and otherwise). The nation’s five biggest builders—
Pulte, Centex, D.R. Horton, KB Home, and Lennar—are all
at work there, and the city that they’ve collectively built
isn’t worthy of the term. Surprise amounts to a giant
strip mall, a hard-sell wrapper for the builders’ massive,
isolated housing developments. My in-laws drive five
miles to buy milk, and during a three-day visit, much of
it spent behind the wheel, I didn't see a single bus.

The population of Surprise has grown from 4,000 to
100,000 in 25 years. That kind of growth only happens
when local government rolls over. Either development
takes control, or it takes its money elsewhere, leaving

LETTERS

conscientious architects and planners with little room
to negotiate. (See “Buckeye: Next Six Exits,” June 2008,
for a look at another booming Sun Belt settlement, and
roles that architects take in the development process.)

For builders, control means adhering to a simple,
inviolable set of planning principles—a formula that’s
been handed down, and watered down, for generations,
starting with Frederick Law Olmsted’s 1869 plan for
Riverside, Ill., and winding up in the parking lot of a
Walmart near you. Simple hasn’t been good for Surprise,
and it’s been terrible for America, because simple, in this
case, means shortsighted. The formula’s got to change.

While we're busy pillorying investment bankers,
automakers, and politicians for their roles in the
current economic mess, let’s make room in the stocks
for builders. Not only did they push their product on
millions of families that could ill afford the investment,
turns out the nation can’t afford it either. Profiteers in
the home building industry have left the U.S. holding a
steaming bag full of unsustainable communities.

The President’s proposed stimulus package, with
all its provisions for new infrastructure and green
energy, could set the nation’s place-making practices on
a new course. Let’s hope. Detroit is imploding because
it refused to improve automobile fuel efficiency in the
face of overwhelming evidence that oil supplies are
dwindling. The home building industry has effectively
done the same thing—not at the scale of a vehicle, but
at the scale of a city. If only more builders had embraced
Smart Growth, or even converted to the Church of
the New Urbanism, before the bubble burst. I'd take a
Celebration, Fla., over a Surprise, Ariz., any day.

(el Gl

MARXISM, SOCIALISM, DRIVEL
Bruce Brodt’s letter [“Gas Attack,” November 2008,
page 14] in criticism of your editorial is the most exact
example of the definition of “drivel” I have seen in print.
Harold Seckinger
Via e-mail
hseckingeri@tampabay.rr.com

I completely agree with your rebuttal editorial [“The
Red Menace,” November 2008, page 14] to Bruce Brodt’s
Commie diatribe. Not only does he sound like he’s one of
the ones who took advantage of the “privatized profits”
of the Wall Street groups that got us in to this mess, he’s
also probably standing in the “socialized collapse” line

with both hands fully extended. As Lord Acton once
wrote, “Absolute power corrupts absolutely.” These guys
need to be monitored, and closely. “Mea culpa, America,”
indeed.

Andy Hammer

TRA Worldwide Engineering, Dallas

ahammer@trcww.com

The condescending nature of your response to Bruce
Brodt is telling. It shows that you are a Marxist, Brodt is
correct, and you don’t know what Marxism or socialism
means. Anyone who believes that taxes on cigarettes
are about discouraging smoking is truly living in La-La
land, and hasn’t a clue about the socialists’ agenda.



Your quote from Alan Greenspan is out of context and
does not convey the message he was trying to send to
Congress. You have created spin by lifting a statement
to advance your point of view, which is totally
dishonest. Citing the “spectacular failure” of Republican
deregulation as contributing to the Democrat-caused
global financial meltdown is certainly revealing of a
biased, uninformed, and downright untruthful editorial
view. Republican deregulation had nothing to do with it,
and you know it. I am totally disgusted that an honored
architectural publication would stoop to such low-level,
socialist political drivel.

Jay Bannister

Dallas

jaybannist@cs.com

SEEN AND NOT HEARD
Let me confess: Just about every one of your editorials
incenses me and contradicts many of the articles in the
very same issue. You sit at the top, unreachable, and add
your own opinion. This month [November 2008] you
probably did the best and worst in the same article—
reply to a reactive opinion and offer your own political
opinion. The irony goes further because the letter sent
in was truly degrading, and I agree with your critical
analysis and opinion. You should either not write the
editor’s column or you should transcend your impulse
and use the column to forecast issues or to invite forum
topics so you can then apply your commendable ability
at forming a broad-based magazine. Like good Vice
Presidents, editors should be neither seen nor heard.

Iam an aging educator and practitioner. When I
retired, my colleagues were joyful, and few miss my
clamoring for certain rigors of structures, construction,
and art in the diet of the students. This last issue about
schools [November 2008] was a wide brush stroke.
Most of the buildings featured were truly awful glass
boxes. Not uncovered were three looming issues: 1)
selling thousands of naive, idealistic youths about the
possibility that they will ever design; 2) the unhealthy
predomination of studio over the acquisition of other
crucial university [learning] and social skills; and 3) [the
fact that] engineering disciplines will systematically
crowd architecture from its predominant role. Lawrence
Speck’s education survey [“A Higher Education,”
November 2008, page 84] unfortunately celebrates
the broadly based opinion. Speck walked through
several generations of what is supposed to be the same
profession and blessed the schools with an “all is well.”
We should not be so glib and bright.

Tony Schnarsky

Tucson, Ariz.

schnarsky @theriver.com

FAILING ARCHITECTURE SCHOOL

I had a passing acquaintance with Lawrence W. Speck

at MIT in the '70s, and I remember him with pleasure
and respect. His catalog of the failures and follies of
architectural education over the last five decades was
startling, but his contention that all is now well does not
convince. Special courses, interdisciplinary seminars,

and student research are nice ideas, but if they are
not organized into a comprehensive, coherent, and

connected curriculum, they will have little lasting effect.

Law schools, music conservatories, and plumbing
academies long ago adopted a successful approach
that has eluded most architecture departments:

They built programs of learning around a rigorous,
information-dense, cumulative, and well-monitored
core. Architectural educators may wax poetic about

the powers of their special initiatives, but no amount
of self-congratulation will hide the following facts:
Architects are consistently rated among the lowest
paid professionals; architects are increasingly being
overruled—or supplanted —by owner’s representatives,
construction managers, and value engineers; architects
are all but invisible in politics and government;
architecture schools are held in such low regard that
they seldom rate even a mention in standard national
rankings of graduate programs.

Iam glad I am an architect, and I am in full
agreement with Speck’s notion that architecture offers
an unparalleled framework for exploring art, science,
economics, business, psychology, ecology. But unless
students are given solid training in the basics of the
profession—and then shown how that knowledge can
be successfully deployed —the opportunities inherent in
design study will continue to be squandered.

James Vincent Czajka

New York

jve@jvcarchitects.com

OBAMA AS URBANIST
Concerning your opening remarks in the Nov. 25,2008,
e-mail newsletter, forgive me for saying so but I'm
afraid you don’t have a clue about Obama and his focus
on cities and his urban policy. Nobody knows this guy.
He was not vetted in this past election. His experience
shows him to be a radical and we don't need this in our
cities; we architects need business-friendly cities for
growth and jobs. Let’s hope we can get through the next
four years without too much damage being done to our
freedoms.

Haven Mankin

GSB Inc., Oklahoma City

hmankin@gsb-inc.com
LEARNING TO LOVE THE BOX
The reuse of big box stores should be accepted with less
angst than the author/artist Julia Christensen suggests
[“Big Box Reuse,” October 2008, page 84]. Adaptive reuse
is an ancient technique. Religious basilicas we revere
today were based on the Roman basilica—the office
building/shopping mall of its day. They were the least
expensive way to [contain] a lot of space under one roof,
which was necessary for Christian liturgies. The more I
practice architecture, the more I think Mies had it right
at IIT: Build a big metal box and change the furniture as
needed for the function.

Michael Molinelli

Molinelli Architects, Briarcliff Manor, N.Y.

michael@molinelliarchitects.com

dialogue

UNLESS STUDENTS
ARE GIVEN SOLID
TRAINING IN THE
BASICS OF THE
PROFESSION—
AND THEN SHOWN
HOW THAT
KNOWLEDGE CAN
BE SUCCESSFULLY
DEPLOYED—THE
OPPORTUNITIES
INHERENT IN
DESIGN STUDY
WILL CONTINUE TO
BE SQUANDERED.

—JAMES VINCENT CZAJKA
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Contributing Editor, Numbers

SINCE ITS DEBUT exactly a year ago, in ARCHITECT'S
January 2008 issue, the Numbers department has

| been compiled by freelance writer Kate Herman. Every

‘ month, Herman unearths a set of revealing, and often
startling, statistics on topics ranging from walkable
urbanism to formaldehyde levels in FEMA trailers.

| She singles out “Curbing Carbon” (June) as a favorite
assignment. “I've been fascinated by the industry’s
attention to green building—and the broad scope that

‘ term encompasses, depending on whose definition you
use,” Herman says.

Kate Herman Herman started her career as a reporter for the
Philadelphia Inquirer, where she covered housing,
business, politics, and more. She has also written

‘ for Multifamily Executive and Developer (sister
publications of ARcHITECT) and various political and
educational journals. She holds a B.A. from Wittenberg
University and an M.S.J. in magazine publishing from
Northwestern University. She and her husband, who
live just outside Washington, D.C., spend their spare
time cooking and traveling.

SOURCE: CEMENT.ORG PRESS RELEASE, 11/18/08

The number of U.S. jobs that could be lost
in 2009 if the government does not pass

a stimulus bill, according to the Portlanc
Cement Association. PCA chief economist Ed
Sullivan says that for every 10 construction
jobs a project creates, 17 additional jobs stay
in the region when the project is complete.
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seam metal roofs! With the S-5-PV

Kit and any of our Mini clamps,
installing a leak-free solar assembly is a
quick and easy process.
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izeable Advantages.

Lower In-Wall Costs / Reduced Labor and Material Costs / Faster Construction
Full Range of Patterns / Colors and Sizes / Energy Efficient / Enduring Beauty and Strength / Easy Upkeep

— Belden Brick meets the specifications for ASTM C 216-06; Types FBX, FBS & FBA; Grade SW —

MODULAR
ECONOMO
3s5/8X 3s5/8X 7s/8

MONARCH
358 x 358X 155/8 QUAD
358X 758X 7s/8

DOUBLE UTILITY DOUBLE MONARCH
3s/8X 758X 1158 3s/8X 758X 15578
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IN ADDITION to announcing his
infrastructure-heavy stimulus plan, ‘
President-Elect Barack Obama has named

trained architect Shaun Donovan as his ‘

choice for HUD secretary.

‘ 17%

Not Likely

TURNER CONSTRUCTION has released its ‘
2008 Green Building Market Barometer. The
forecast looks positive for green building,

citing lower operating costs and higher
building values, despite the credit crunch.

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT is
getting a face-lift from Fentress Architects.
The new design features curved rooftops that
not only recall the ocean to the west, but also
reduce glare from the southwest.

Awards Aplenty

AlA, ACSA, AAF, AND USGBC PICK THE WINNERS,
| INCLUDING MURCUTT, SANTOS, AND FANEUIL HALL.
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&34.7

Qb 44.5 mixed practice ‘
|
* 40.8 institutional

|
& 30.0 multifamily residential

* 26.7 commercial & industrial ‘

For the second month
running, the index has
reached a record low,
continuing four months
of decline.

SOURCE: AlA

“Golden” Glenn Murcutt

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR, when the
associations—the AIA, the American
Architectural Foundation (AAF), the
Association of Collegiate Schools

of Architecture (ACSA), and the U.S.
Green Building Council (USGBC)—
recognize the best and brightest

in architecture.

Some of the highest honors
will be presented at the AAF’s
annual Accent on Architecture
Gala, to be held at the Daughters

of the American Revolution Hall in
Washington, D.C., on Feb. 6. The AIA
will award the 2009 Gold Medal

to Glenn Murcutt, the Australian
architect and 2002 Pritzker laureate.
Seattle-based Olson Sundberg
Kundig Allen Architects will also
step up to the podium to pick up

the 2009 AIA Architecture Firm
Award. The AAF will present its
2009 Keystone Award to Miami
Mayor Manuel A. Diaz for his design
leadership and encouragement of
smart growth principles. The only
building to be recognized at the gala,
with the 2009 AIA 25-Year Award,
will be Faneuil Hall Marketplace,
the ur—festival marketplace and
Boston historic landmark renovated
in the mid-1970s by Benjamin
Thompson & Associates.

The ACSA has announced its
awards for educators and programs,
singling out Adéle Naudé Santos
of MIT for the Topaz Medallion

and Judith Sheine of Cal Poly
Pomona and Rafael Longoria
of the University of Houston as
distinguished professors.

On the sustainability front,
the USGBC announced its 2008
Leadership Awards, which recognize
top companies and individuals in
sustainable building. The President’s
Award went to Alexander “Andy”
Karsner, assistant secretary for
energy efficiency and renewable
energy at the U.S. Department
of Energy. Five other categories
were recognized as well, putting
the spotlight on San Diego Gas
& Electric and its Sustainable
Communities Program, Alex Wilson
of Environmental Building News,
consulting from Davis Langdon,
sustainable materials consultant
Scot Horst, the AIA’s National
Committee on the Environment, real

estate services giant CB Richard Ellis,
and Ohin Gavernar Tad Qtviclrland
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JPRN UTZON, the go-year-old Danish THE WASHINGTON HILTON and Beyer U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT adds planners to
architect and 2003 Pritzker laureate Blinder Belle received the green light from its 30 Best Careers for 2009, alongside clergy,
who startled the world in 1957 with his the Washington, D.C., Historic Preservation ghostwriters, hairstylists, and veterinarians. In
competition-winning design for the Sydney Review Board for an 11-story addition to the the “most overrated” category: attorneys, chefs,
Opera House, died on Nov. 29. hotel that John Hinckley made famous. farmers, physicians, and —yep —architects.

Twelve Cheers for Diversity

THE AIA HAS ANNOUNCED the recipients of its inaugural Diversity Recognition Program, which recognizes firms,
schools, individuals, and initiatives that encourage diversity in architecture. Winners include firms that exhibit best
practices for recruiting and retaining a diverse staff, AIA programs that give minorities a voice and opportunities to
network, and individuals who have done research on diversity or worked to encourage diversity in the industry. The
chosen few will be féted at the AIA convention in San Francisco and be included in the AIA Best Practices Library.

+ AIA Denver: Women in Design « KKE Architects, Minneapolis: Architectural Youth Program

« AIA Kansas City: Women in Design Committee « Lori A. Brown, Syracuse, N.Y.: Gendered Landscapes

« BRR Architecture, Merriam, Kansas: Diversity Committee, Support » Mehrnoosh Mojallali, Venice Beach, Calif.: Association of Women
Programs, Leadership Opportunities, and Co