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Bflfllld in
efficiency...
with e
natural gas

Natural gas. It's clean and non-
polluting. It's economical. It's more
efficient than ever, thanks to today’s
technologically advanced heating
systems. And prices are stabilizing.
That means natural gas will
continue to be America’s best
heating value, today—and in the
future as well.

Your Wisconsin Power & Light
representative will be happy to
answer questions about natural gas
pricing and supply, as well as
building efficiency. Just call
your local WP&L office.

w Wisconsin Power & Light Company
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A computer generated composite of three views
of the Plankington Building, part of Milwaukee’s
‘The Grand Avenue”. The computer graphic
model was built by Pete S, Bochek as part of his
thesis which analyzed and compared two of
Milwaukee’s atrium designs. These graphics were
used in analyzing iradiation and shading on the
canopy of the arcade style atrium. The computer
program was written by Associate Professor An-
thony Schnarsky.
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FOR A QUALITY PRODUCT
AT A REASONABLE PRICE

Specify International American Ceramics
Monocuttura Ceramic Tile

It's on display at

BUTLER TILE SALES
TILE OF DISTINCTION
CERAMIC TILE SHOWROOMS

732 N. 109th Street. Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53226

SO YOU THOUGHT WE WERE
A SMALL CONTRACTOR?

HERE ARE A FEW PROJECTS THAT TELL THE WHOLE STORY

Wisconsin State Office Building, Waukesha

U.W. Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Physical Education Bldg.
North Pier Terminal Expansion, Gen. Mitchell Field
U.W. Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Downer Complex Remodel.
Combined Maintenance Facility, Gen. Mitchell Field
U.W. Wisconsin-Waukesha, Building Expansion
Connector Building, County Institution Grounds
Columbia Hospital Bldg. Expansion (in progress)
Horicon Wastewater Treatment Plant (in progress)

UENTHER and SONS CO,, INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS P.0. BOX 14354

INDUSTRIAL 1828 SOUTH 76TH ST. Central United Methodist Church
COMMERCIAL WEST ALLlS, Wi 53214 William Wenzler, architect
|NST|TUT|0NAL 414-476-2150 A. Guenther, General Contractor
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Infroduction

By David Evan Glasser, Chairman
Department of Architecture
School of Architecture &

Urban Planning, UWM

This is the second successive year
in which our Department has been
asked to take the initiative in pre-
paring the annual summer issue of
Wisconsin  Architect devoted to
energy related architectural de-
sign issues. In considering a theme
for the issue, my colleagues and |
were struck by the growing maturity
in the use of passive design
strategies in projects throughout
Wisconsin. Thus the focus of this
years issue is the coming of age of
energy in design in Wisconsin ar-
chitectural practice.

The principal article in this years
issue describes seven projects built
throughout the State by architec-
tural firms of varying size. All projects
have in commmon the high priority
accorded thermal performance
by both clients and architects. Pro-
jects were purposely selected from
seven distinct regions of Wisconsin
in order to convey what | believe
to be the actual state of affairs in
our profession, which is to say that
energy concerns are playing an
increasingly dominant role in de-
sign practice in all parts of Wiscon-
sin.

The projects range from major
commercial buildings with muilti-
million dollar budgets to extremely
modest  structures. While all the
published designs are successful in
terms of meeting their intended
thermal performance criteriq,
some are perhaps more architec-
turally successful than others. In
order to probe this tender relation-
ship between new energy consid-
erations and traditional architec-
tural design concerns | have in-
cluded comments and observa-
tions following the presentation of
each project. It should be pointed
out that each firm was queried as
to whether they would agree to
having an objective critique in-
cluded in this statewide survey. | am
deeply appreciative of the univer-
sal agreement | received to ap-
pend commentary that | might
think appropriate.
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In this regard, comments made
about each scheme are intended
to be constructive and thought pro-
voking in all cases. Our faculty and
students continually struggle over
the appropriate role of energy
concerns in building design. Some
feel that it represents one of the
principal, if not the most important,
form determinant available to the
architect. Others feel that it is one
of many competing factors to be
considered and should be subordi-
nated to other traditional concerns.
As might be imagined there exists
as well the full spectrum of opinion
between what | might choose to
call the “energy-conscious man-
nerist” design approach and one
relying on modest and anonymous
solutions.

[t is comforting to note that Wiscon-
sin practitioners are dealing with
the same kinds of issues and em-
body the same broad range of
affitudes towards energy in ar-
chitecture. It must be said that, as
a group, the architects represented
have made a serious commitment
to incorporation of energy conser-
vation measures as an intrinsic part
of their professional practice. The
universality of this commitment of-
fers the objective architectural cri-
tic the opportunity of comparing
the relative merits of design
strategies which assign energy
concerns differing priorities within
the design process. Thoughtful
practitioners will want to ponder to
what extent, if any, traditional de-
sign objectives can or should be
subordinated to thermal perfor-
mance and energy conservation
factors.

In concluding | wish again to ex-
press thanks for the gracious con-
sent of the represented architec-
tural firms to have their work illus-
frated and analyzed. Their cooper-
ation has permitted us to assemble
what | think readers will find a re-
markably useful and informative
survey of current mature architec-
tural practice in Wisconsin.



