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BUCKETS GOLDENBERG, BOB HEISE,
KENNETH LAIRD, TO STAR ON
MILWAUKEE DIVISION’S
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM

September and football being synonymous, Gre-
gory Lefebvre, September program chairman for the
Milwaukee Division of the Wisconsin Architects Asso-
ciation, has planned an all-out football evening for
the dinner meeting to be held at the City Club
Thursday, Sept. 20, at 6:30 P.M.

He has, says Chairman Lefebvre, been work-
ing on this program since May, and here is the line-
up which he has achieved and which should bring
out not only the regulars, but the not-so-regulars.

There'll be Buckets Goldenberg, an electritying
name to all football fans. Buckets, as anyone knows,
was star football player at the University of Wis-
consin and upon turning professional, became star
of the Green Bay Packers.

Bob Heise, sports announcer on WTM] and
WTMJ-TV, another popular star in his own field, will
be master of ceremonies. And to talk on present day
football, an excellent choice was made in securing
Kenneth Laird, football coach at Milwaukee County
Day School.

So there you have the line-up for the September
meeting.

Although announcements will be mailed only to
members of the Milwaukee Division, Arthur O. Red-
demann, general program chairman for this division,
wishes all members of the association to know that
they are invited not only to this meeting, but to all
others. Reservations must be in the hands of Gregory
Lefebvre, 3415 N. Green Bay Ave., not later than
Sept. 18.

* * *

ARCHITECTS ASKED TO PARTICIPATE
IN SCHOOL EXHIBIT, MADISON

There will be a Fall Conference of School Ad-
ministrators and Supervisors at the Memorial Union,
University of Madison, Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, September 26, 27 and 28, in connection with
which, members of the Wisconsin Architects Asso-
ciation have been invited to hold an exhibit of school
plans and models.

Those wishing to participate, are requested to con-
tact Carl Lloyd Ames, Chairman of the W.AA Ex-
hibition Commitiee, 3505 W. Center St., Milwaukee
10: HIlltop 2-2568.

* * *

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN COURSE
OPENS SEPTEMBER 18

Classes in the Architectural Design course at the
Layton School of Art will start Tuesday, September
18, from 5 to 10 P.M. Wallace R. Lee, Jr., AILA., con-
tinues as instructor. Mr. Lee is Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Education and Registration for the Wiscon-
sin Architects Association. The classes will be held
Tuesdays and Thursdays, throughout the semester

from 5 to 10 P.M., and on Saturdays from 8:30 A.M.
to 1:30 P.M.

Registration for the course will be on Wednesday
and Thursday, September 13 and 14.
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THE HONORARY SECRETARY OF THE
R.I.BA. DISCUSSES EDUCATION
OF FUTURE ARCHITECTS

Following is a reprint from the Journal of the
Royal Institute of British Architects of a paper read
by Martin S. Briggs, Honorary Secretary of the
R.IB.A. at the British Architects’ Conference in May
of this year.

The Royal Institute of British Architects is an old
institution which records its records with the greatest
of pains and accuracy, and this paper, which deals
with the education of the future architects and the
draftsman, should be read carefully by the archi-
tects of Wisconsin.

In the September issue of the Wisconsin Archi-
tect, the questions asked from the floor of the RI.B.A.
Convention will be published, and they will be found
most interesting.

ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION

By MARTIN S. BRIGGS [F], Honorary Secretary
RIB.A. Read at the British Architects’
Conference, 31 May 1951

THE PRESIDENT IN THE CHAIR
(Reprint from the Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects)

The Institute, having been invited to provide a paper
on ‘Architectural Education’ to open this Conference,
called on me — as its Honorary Secretary and maid-
of-all-work — to get busy with it. You must not
expect a high degree of polish as a result of my
labours, though I will do what [ can with my little
mop to brush a few spiders and cobwebs out of the
dark corners.

But what a topic to choose for a May morning!
Surely it must be worn threadbare by now? At in-
tervals, for at least thirty years back, it has aroused
a constant stream of reports, leading articles in the
professional Press, pamphlets, letters from peevish
architects and students, lectures, discussions, and what
not. Why all this fuss, and why does it continue so
persistently? What is the matter; if, in fact, anything
is the matter?

Well, | am not going to inflict a sermon or homily
upon you, still less a special prescription for any
local needs Belfast may have. This is not the occasion
for such things. All I can do is to offer a few friendly
comments on the position as [ see it today after a
long and intimate contact with the problem.

In dealing with it, | am puzzled why students, as
a class, have taken so prominent a part in recent
criticism. So far as I can ascertain after inquiry,
this phenomenon is peculiar to our profession. I can
say nothing about theological students, but there
seems to be no comparable movement among stu-
dents of law, medicine, surveying, accountancy, or
the various branches of engineering. It seems to be
endemic among architectural students, varying in
virulence as between schools but not confined to any
one type of school. Is it something to do with the

artistic temperament, or what is the psychological
explanation? Frankly, I do not know, but I should
like to know. Has it any political origin or any poli-
tical significance? Again, I can not say.

But there it is, and one wonders whether it is a
good thing or not. In theory, it sould be a very good
thing that students should display such interest and
enthusiasm about their studies and their curriculum.
There is a feeling of deadly earnest about it. It is
not merely high spirits, and youthful impatience with
all constituted authority. If it were, one could laugh
it off. A venerable professor entering his lecture-
theatre and finding his person caricatured on the
blackboard, or the same man reading a merciless or
even cruel lampoon in the students’ magazine, may
well feel embarrassed or hurt, but that sort of thing
olten occurs and will continue to occur.

There should be a students’ society of some kind
in every school of architecture, and it should be a
vehicle for suggestions to the authorities. If the stu-
dents can suggest improved methods of lighting in
the lecture-rooms, better facilities for this and that,
adjustments in the time-table for the sake of con-
venience, their advice may be welcome and helpful.
It is when they claim to influence or dictate the cur-
riculum, the direction of the school, the trend of the
teaching, the qualifications of the staff, that their
status comes into question.

In preparing this short paper, I have tried to read
everything published, not only by students but by
older members of the RI.B.A., about architectural edu-
cation during the past five years or so. [ have not
gone further back, because the Institute produced in
1946 the long Report of its Special Committee on Ar-
chitectural Education, dealing with the question in
great detail. The Committee was a large and repre-
sentative one, and its deliberations lasted all through
the war. It held thirty-five meetings. Its conclusions
were duly considered by the Council, and subse-
quently modified in some respects; but, generally
speaking, it still represents R.[.LB.A. policy, though
that policy continues to be open to reform and some-
what fluid. It would be presumptuous on my part
to ofter any pontifical opinion on that weighty re-
port: it should be sufficient to say here and now that,
in the main, I do agree with it. (So now you know
where [ stand, for better or for worse.)

In 1948 the R.I.B.A. published in full the Report
of the Architectural Science Board on 'The Teaching
of Construction’, a sequel to the same Board's report
on 'The Place of Science in Architectural Education’
(published in 1940). Of those two formidable docu-
ments [ will only remark that they were, to use a
hideous word favoured by elderly leader-writers, ‘un-
exceptionable’: that is, that there is nothing the mat-
ter with them, though they would have been more
readable and useful if they had been half their
length. But they have received careful attention.

Towards the end of 1948 a storm suddenly blew
up from the left (not politics!). MARS (Modern Ar-

chitectural Research Group), in collaboration with the
Architectural Students’ Association, issued a first in-
stalment of a long report on architectural education.
(I have never yet seen the promised later instalments.)
This interim Report consisted of a historical survey,
followed by elaborate statistics from which the de-




duction was drawn that the RIB.A. was far more
interested in the students of the Recognized Schools
than in candidates who took its external examinations;
that, in fact, the latter group far outnumbered the
former; and that — to put it bluntly — the R.IB.A.
did not care a hoot (or 'tinker's cuss’) about their
education, which they acquired as best they could
in the highways and hedges. This Report had a
splendid Press. It would. It was welcomed by every
man who had a grudge against our poor old Insti-
tute, and the statistics were swallowed whole — even
greedily. It all made excellent ‘copy’.

The R.I.B.A. at once took up the implied challenge,
and within two months published in their Journal
(Vol. LVI, January 1949) full corrective statistics to
prove that the MARS figures were both inaccurate
and misleading, thereby rendering the sensational de-
ductions made from them completely invalid. As
Chairman of the Board at that time, | was convinced
of the reliability of the revised statistics; although, not
having had the advantage of training in a Recognized
School, I can not be accused of having any bias in
that direction.

This brings me to what is, I think, the main point
of my paper, namely, the present relation of our In-
stitute to the Recognized Schools on one hand and
to the external students on the other. [ believe from
what Mr. Gibson said that this question is likely to
be of special interest in Belfast in the near future.

The first full-time day course in architecture started
at Liverpool University in 1894, was soon followed by
others in London and elsewhere. Recognition for the
first three years (that is, up to the Intermediate stage)
was awarded to Liverpool and to the Architectural
Association School in 1920, to the Bartlett School of
London University in 1921, and to Manchester Uni-
versity in 1922. The same privilege has been ac-
corded to many others since then; and now the score,
excluding schools overseas, stands at twenty-four in
Great Britain and one in Eire. Of these, eighteen have
obtained Final Recognition for their five-year courses.

These Recognized Schools are of various types.
Some form departments of universities, others of art
schools, others again of technical colleges or poly-
technics, and two are independent of academic or
municipal control. This diversity of type is healthy,
and the R.I.B.A. has resolutely declined to favour any
one type (although it has often been pressed to do
so), relying on its Board to see that uniformity of
standard — not uniformity of organization — is pre-
served as between the different types. The stalf and
students of each type are always prone to argue that
theirs is 'the one and only’; but, in fact, it is possible
to find advantages and disadvantages in each type.

A university school, at first sight, appears to have
certain obvious advantages over all the others. It
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should be able to provide excellent social and cul-
tural contacts, even if it does not possess residential
facilities. The Senate should be able to exercise a
beneficient control over its curriculum, preventing ec-
centricities and discouraging wild experiments. A uni-
versity can often provide links with a faculty of fine
art on the one hand, and with science and engineer-
ing on the other. The very name implies a broad
outlook. Nevertheless, it may be donnish and aca-
demic, confined to its ivory tower, bound by archaic
and cumbrous regulations, oblivious of modern needs,
and distrustful of technical specialists. Its professors,
when invited to provide a few lectures on their own
particular field, tend to offer long courses instead, so
that architecture is squeezed out to almost nothing.

A municipal school of art provides contacts with
other artists of all types, and — whether you admit
it or not — an architect is an artist. There is or should
be, something inspiring and exciting about working in
an art school. Conversely — you will notice I have
got ‘conversely’ in every one of them — the social
and cultural atmosphere is often very narrow and
specialized, and facilities for study in the structural
and scientific side of the curriculum are often in-
adequate.

These particular facilities are usually more satis-
factory in a technical college or a polytechnic, parti-
cularly if the institution possesses a building depart-
ment. Work in such colleges is often more redalistic
and practical than in either of the two types I have
just mentioned, but there is always the danger that
it may be too realistic, too near the ground, and may
thus lack inspiration. Both technical colleges and art
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schools are municipally controlled; this fact ensures
their financial stability, but may entail irksome in-
terference by busybodies and officials, which the
teaching staff is apt to resent.

Independent schools have the merits and defects
of their autonomy. They are free to experiment, to
adopt pioneer methods, to make quick and frequent
changes of policy. Many of the best cnd most vigor-
ous features of architectural education are derived
from this source. 'The dead hand of officialdom’, as
it is sometimes called, hardly touches them in their
work, which is often excellent. But this very freedom
is liable to become licence. The steadying hand of
the Senate or the City Education Officer is never there
to clap on the brake, or to prevent amateurs in edu-
cation from making mistakes that have been made
in other fields long before. Moreover, financial sta-
bility is only maintained by charging high fees to
students.

Nevertheless, one can not generalize by types of
school. Any particular school from any one of the
four categories I have mentioned may be a ‘rogue’
school — that is'Mr. Goodhart-Rendel's favourite word
for one that does not conform to type — and may
possess virtues or defects usually associated with an-
other type. It might be fair to say that architectural
schools in Britain today, so far as I have seen them,
usually have more in common with each other than
with other faculties or departments of larger institu-
tions of which they form only a section.

The quality of life in a Recognized School depends
to some extent on both physical and cultural environ-
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ment. By ‘physical environment’, which I think is the
accepted term for our town planners, 1 mean the
buildings occupied by a school, their equipment and
their surroundings. Inevitably, schools of architecture
are situated in large towns or cilies, and generally
near the centre. For reasons of convenient access that
is necessary, and hence too many of them occupy
shabby premises in squalid streets with hardly a tree
in sight. That is deplorable, especially for budding
architects, and is in glaring contrast with the palatial
quarters envisaged for architectural schools in some
recent students’ competitions; but under present eco-
nomic conditions one can not hope for a speedy cure
of this sad defect.

‘Cultural environment’ is more difficult to define,
and depends, as I have already suggested, on the
type of institution. Even in some universities, I have
noticed that architectural students tend to 'keep them-
selves to themselves’, which is a pity; for by so doing
they miss those wider contacts that form so unique
and atiractive a feature of University life. Even from
a strictly worldly point of view, such contacts are
‘useful’ as well as pleasant.

So far as one can generalize about Recognized
Schools as a whole, two main criticisms are heard,
often from people who know very little about them
or who, lor some reason, are jealous of them. The
first is that they are given an unfair advantage by
the RIB.A. in their internal examinations, which —
being mainly conducted by the teaching stalf —
favour their own students and are below the standard
of the more difficult and far more impartial external
examinations. It is not my view but it is a criticism.
(I have often heard precisely the opposite allegation
made by teachers in Recognized Schools, who claim
that their External Examiners prevent favourtism and
are a complete safeguard of standards.)

The second charge is that a student, on leaving
a Recognized School after five years, generally makes
an incompetent assistant in an office, that he is con-
ceited as well as utterly ignorant of practical mat-
ters, and that he is not worth the extortionate salary
he demands. (I have heard all this dozens of times.)
The implication is that the Recognized Schools are
unable or unwilling to accept the facts of life, that
the teachers have their heads so much in the clouds
that they neither know nor care what goes on in the
ordinary architect’'s workaday world, whether in priv-
ate practice or in an official employment.

Many of these strictures are either untrue or un-
reasonable, and the implications need not be ac-
cepted. During a five-years’ full-time course a stu-
dent should learn something more than elementary
building construction, he should have an opportunity
to spread his wings (if any), and he should be trained
as a potential architect rather than a permanent hack.
But, in spite of this confession of belief, I also think
that some of the schools could do more than they are
doing in preparing their students for entry into a very
harsh and unkind world. There is hardly anything
that one learns in an office that can not be worked
into a five-years’ curriculum, though there are many
desirable things in a five-years’ curriculum that one
seldom encounters in the average office, public or
private. By setting less ambitious programmes of de-
sign in the later years of the course, and by de-

voting more attention to working drawings and de-
tails of small buildings, the schools could dispose
of these hostile criticisms.

Most of you must have been asked frequently by
anxious parents whether architectural training is
more effectively obtained in a Recognized School or
as a pupil in an office. Many years ago, al an
Annual Conference like this, I heard a prominent
member of the Institute — alter an extremely good
lunch — make a speech in which he denounced ar-
chitects who took pupils as criminals, or something
like it. Well, it had been a good lunch, and certainly
that speaker was not voicing the official view of the
RIBA. For my part, if I were asked that question,
[ should recommend a Recognized School, if there
happened to be one within reach, geographically and
financially. But I certainly should not condemn the
pupilage system, root and branch, as something com-
pletely outmoded. There are some architects’ offices
to which I would sooner send a son or daughter (it
is grandsons in my case) than some Recognized
Schools, and that not entirely for architectural rea-
sons. I should have some regard for the atmosphere
of the school — and by that I do not mean simply
social status. I mean that the atmosphere should be
healthy, and the products of the school should be
sane and civilized people, not cosmopolitan cranks
with one-irack minds.

I personally had two years' full-time training at
a University before taking my Intermediate, and then
three years' pupilage in an office, after which I took
my Final. Some people today still favour that solu-
tion or some other form of 'sandwich course’, as it
is called, and it has its points. I owe it to the
memory of my chiefs, now both dead, to say that
they treated me very well as a pupil, and gave me
time off — I think it was two alternoons a week —
to attend an Art School. For the rest, I relied on
private study; but for my weakest subject, Stresses
and Strains, | took a correspondence course under
a firm of coaches, F. F. Farrow and Banister Fletcher.
During those years | received much friendly help and
kindness from senior members of the local Allied
Society — that was in Yorkshire — attended all its
meetings, and competed for its various prizes.

What I missed was any serious systematic irain-
ing in design, and that was a really serious lack.
I can not see how any ordinary private architect's
office can supply that; but nowadays it can be ob-
tained in evening classes or part-time day classes at
many schools which are not recognized as well as
at many that are. It certainly takes longer that way,
but it can be done.

Undoubtedly an articled pupil sees more of the
sordid routine-work of architecture in an office that he
could do in a school; but if the office is a large one
he will only see a corner of the practice and very
little of the actual procedure; that is all done far
above his head, by 'the boss’, or by a manager who
deals with the business side of things. It is most
unlikely that he will ever overhear an interview with
a client, and he may never be sent out on a job.
A small private office gives him a far better insight
into such matters than a large one. As for a public

(Continued on Page 8)
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(Continued from Page 6)

office, I just do not know how a junior manages to
learn much about practice or procedure there, even
in some of those enlightened municipal offices where
the staff is organized in groups or teams, each un-
dertaking a specific job. So much depends upon the
personality of the chief, at any rate in the case of a
private practitioner, that comparison between pupil-
age and a Recognized School can not be very useful.

Speaking for myself, but also, I believe, for many
other people, I do not favour early specialization, or
any differential type of training as between potential
private practitioners, potential assistants in their
offices, and potential public employees. | can not
believe that anyone can forecast, either at the be-
ginning or at the Intermediate stage, what is likely
to be a student’s future. So I continue to accept the
hackneyed theory of ‘the field marshal’s baton’.

Some men blossom late, some have unexpected
opportunities which can only be regarded as flukes
or good luck; and one takes a very grave responsi-
bility in assuming that a youth of 18 or 19 will never
have such luck, that he will not blossom late — look
at Winston Churchilll — and that he must be marked
down for ever as a wage-slave. I have read too many
biographies of successful architects to be able to take
that view! The student should be trained, I maintain,
as an architect and nothing else.

Turning now to the non-recognized schools, the
RI.B.A. has recently subdivided them, not very eu-
phoniously, into 'Listed Schools’ and 'Facilities
Schools’. The former category comprises schools which,
while not granted the exemption enjoyed by Rec-
ognized Schools, do provide a {airly comprehensive
full-time curriculum. Thus they form an alternative
to Recognized Schools for full-time students, not for
articled pupils, though they may also provide evening
and part-time day classes for such pupils. The "Fa-
cilities Schools’ are so called because they provide
reasonably comprehensive acilities in evening and
part-time day courses, and are able to help articled
pupils and others very considerably. Then, besides the
‘Facilities Schools’, there are many others where a
measure of education is obtainable in evening classes,
certainly better than nothing; and, finally, there are
correspondence courses run by private individuals
or firms.

Students from all these sources, except the Rec-
ognized Schools, take the RI.B.A. external examina-
tions. The Institute is sometimes accused of being
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too conservative in its policy of restricting the num-
ber of Recognized Schools to a couple of dozen for
all Britain, and those confined to the cities and
largest towns. That policy is, however, common to
other professions, and it seems to me quite sound.
The award of recognition confers great privileges and
great responsibilities on a school: it should not be
handed out too freely. Moreover, an architectural
school can not function effectively, or be able to
maintain an adequate staff, unless it has a sub-
stantial group of students in each year of the course.
Since the war, all schools of all grades have been
flooded with students whose training is in arrears
and is being paid for by the State. Even now it is
impossible to foresee exactly what are likely to be
the so-called 'normal’ numbers in each school.

It is ridiculous to suggest that the Institute holds
the balance unfairly between the Recognized School
students and the others. It is also unjust to assert
that it is neglecting those students who happen to
live in remote places, by failing to provide courses
of study in every small market-town. Such provision
forms no part of its duties. It is the responsibility of
the local education authority, which pays the bill.
Where there is a reasonable demand in any town,
justiied by numbers, the Allied Society concerned
can usually exert pressure on the authority to have
classes started. It can encourage its member pupils
to attend, it can watch over and guide the classes:
but remember, small classes are always expensive
and often inefficient! (I should have said earlier that

the help, support and advice of architect members of
the Allied Societies is absolutely essential to the effi-
ciency of all schools of all types, even in the large
universities.)

But, when all is said and done, isolated students
in remote corners of Britain can not all be catered
for by classes; so either they must move to a neigh-
bouring town, claiming if possible a grant from the
local authority; or they must take a correspondence
course; or, if they prefer it, rely entirely upon the
old-fashioned Victorian gospel of 'self help'.

In conclusion, I will offer a few comments upon
some current problems of architectural education. Al-
most the only substantial criticism that one hears from
leftish’ quarters of the existing curriculum relates to
the teaching of the classical '‘Orders’ and to the setting
of so-called ‘period designs’. Frankly, both of these
are out of fashion, but how far should adult and
responsible people in positions of authority be in-
fluenced by ephemeral fashions? There are two ar-
guments at least in favour of continuing historical
studies, including the study of the Orders.

The first is that architecture is and always has
been a plant of slow growth, with its roots firmly
embedded in tradition; and that study of its evolution
is valuable, even in modern practice. Besides, if we
admit that there is any such thing as a science of
aesthetics, that "proportion’ and 'scale’ mean anything
at all, how can we exclude some study of master-
pieces of the past from the scheme of visual training?
Many of our most successful and original young de-
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