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T h e m o n t h l y meeting o f the Chap t e r was held at the C i t y 

d u b at 12 :15 p . m . . November 27 . 1 9 3 9 . 

T w o guests and 26 members were present. President A l e x 

Bauer presided. 

L e i g h H u n t reported on the p r o g r a m o f the M e m o r i a l Serv­
ices f o r the late I r v i n g K . P o n d he ld at H u l l House. Chicago , o n 
N o v e m b e r 15. T h e services were under the d i r ec t ion o f the Chicago 
Chapter . T h e var ious o rgan iza t ions w i t h w h i c h M r . P o n d had 
been associated d u r i n g his l ong and active l i f e were represented 
b y members w h o spoke o n M r . P o n d ' s ac t iv i t ies . O r i g i n a l sketches 
were exh ib i t ed i n the h a l l , w h i c h was f i l l ed t o capacity. M r . 
H u n t was impressed by the h u m o r and cheerfulness o f the speak­
ers. A n article by one o f M r . P o n d s partners, appears in the cur­
rent issue o f T H E W I S C O N S I N A R C H I T E C T . 

M r . Peter Brus t . as a member o f the C i t y club commit tee , 
spoke o n the Lake F r o n t D e v e l o p m e n t scheme and urged the 
Chap t e r to take an active part i n th is w o r k . A t present, he re­
po r t ed , the H a r b o r commiss ion is be ing assisted by the L a n d 
C o m m i s s i o n , the Rcalestate B o a r d , the Assoc ia t ion o f Commerce 
a n d others. He stated i t is o f the greatest i m p o r t a n c e to M i l w a u k e e 
tha t a l ong range, comprehensive p l an be developed. 

M r . Bauer urged al l members o f the Chap te r to w o r k w i t h 

M r . Brus t . 

M r . A. C. Eschweiler . Jr . . read his repor t o n the Cons t ruc ­
t i o n I n d u s t r y Congress held in W a s h i n g t o n D . C . under the 
auspices o f the U n i t e d States C h a m b e r o f Commerce , recently. 
I t was so interes t ing and t i m e l y tha t i t is be ing publ ished i n th is 
issue o f T H E W I S C O N S I N A R C H I T I : C T . 

M r . H u n t stated that C i t y A t t o r n e y W a l t e r M a t t i s o n at­
tended a conference i n W a s h i n g t o n . D . C . o f m u n i c i p a l officers 
at w h i c h he urged a two-yea r m o r i t o r i u m o n b u i l d i n g codes f o r 
residences cost ing less than $ 6 0 0 0 . 0 0 . D u r i n g th is period u n i f o r m 
b u i l d i n g codes were t o be s tudied and adopted b y all states. 

M u c h discussion f o l l o w e d th is announcement . 

Mee t i ng a d j o u r n e d at 2 p . m . 

1.1 K i l l H U N T . Secretary-Treasurer. 

DECEMHEH CU iPTER MEETIISG 
The December meeting o f the W i s c o n s i n Chapter , A . I . A . , 

w i l l be held at the C i t y c l u b i n M i l w a u k e e , at 12 :15 p . m . . 

December 2 7 , 1 9 39. A l l members are urged t o at tend. 

Willi Our Atlverti.scrs Please Mfutiim The Wiscmsiri .•\ri-liilcct 



Dpccmhor, 1939 T H E W I S C O N S I N A R C H I T E C T 

I r v i n g K a n e P o n d 
Architect 

1857-1939 
Ht'prinli'd from the Illinois Society of Ircliitcils MnntlilY Bulletin 

W h e n the h i s t o r y o f architecture o f o u r period is 
w r i t t e n , the name anci w o r k s o f I r v i n g Kane P o n d must 
have a p r o m i m e n t place, no t o n l y because o f his art, 
w h i c h renounced f o r m a l i s m and t r a d i t i o n - b o u n d de­
sign, b u t also because o f his influence f o r better practices 
and greater p rofess iona l i n t e g r i t y . He b r o u g h t t o an 
archaeologic archi tecture , a new approach and to a super­
ficial and sen t imen ta l c i v i l i z a t i o n , some wholesome 
t r u t h s . 

B o r n in A n n A r b o r , M i c h i g a n , i n M a y . 1857 , he 
entered a w o r l d r ipe f o r the p h i l o s o p h y and ideas w h i c h 
he later p r o m u l g a t e d . He at tended the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
M i c h i g a n where he m a j o r e d i n c i v i l engineering, gradu­
a t i n g i n 1879 . T h a t same year he came t o Chicago, 
serving i n the offices o f A r c h i t e c t W . L . B . Jenney, f u r ­
n i tu re designer Bates, and Arch i t ec t S. S. Beman. He 
f o r m e d f r i endsh ips w h i c h he retained t h r o u g h l i f e . A f t e r 
a s tudy tou r i n Europe , he re turned to Chicago to prac­
tice architecture, a n d a shor t t ime later entered i n t o 
par tnersh ip w i t h his b ro the r . A l l e n B a r t l e t t P o n d . T h u s 
was b o r n the f i r m o f P o n d W P o n d , w h i c h cont inued 
u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y f r o m 1886 u n t i l the name was w i t h ­
d r a w n i n 1 9 3 4 . 

Since th is is n o t a b i o g r a p h y , suffice i t t o say that 
the y o u n g firm was successful and a satisfied and en­
thusiastic clientele was established. T h i s was no t o n l y 
f o r t u n a t e bu t inev i t ab le . Fo r tuna t e , because this p ro­
fession was a m e d i u m t h r o u g h w h i c h I . K . P o n d could 
express some th ing o f w h a t he believed about l i f e , c i v i l i ­
z a t i o n , and a r t : i nev i t ab le f o r t w o reasons: first, because 
he gave t o his p rofess ion and his clients his most pains­
t a k i n g a t t en t ion a n d a p p l i c a t i o n : second, because his 
architecture is as i n d i v i d u a l and refreshing as his l i f e 
and character. 

T o h i m , a r ch i t e c tu r e—the ar t o f b u i l d i n g , i n con­
t r ad i s t i nc t i on t o the science o f b u i l d i n g — w a s an out ­
g r o w t h and expression o f the l i f e and c i v i l i z a t i o n o f 
w h i c h i t was a pa r t . I t must , therefore, combine i n the 
inan ima te mass o f the b u i l d i n g the essence o f its f u n c t i o n 
and s p i r i t o f i ts m e d i u m . Despis ing sham and pretense 
i n h is personal l i f e , he discarcJed eve ry th ing i n design 
that appeared false. T h i s meant the e l i m i n a t i o n o f 
meaningless o r n a m e n t and o f the slavish repe t i t ion o f 
dead classic m o t i f . . 

T h i s approach is ev ident i n even his earliest crea­
t ions , where he departed f r o m accepted f o r m s and groped 
f o r a t ruer expression. H e exper imented w i t h fo rms , 
patterns, and mass, gu ided b y good taste and an innate 
sense o f perspective and c o m p o s i t i o n , i m p r o v i n g and 
discarding, u n t i l , i n the U n i o n B u i l d i n g at the U n i v e r ­
s i t y o f M i c h i g a n , he reached a complete expression; 
complete in the sense t ha t i n mass and deta i l i t satis­
fied his ideal o f design. T o a great extent , the deta i l 
used i n th is b u i l d i n g f o r m e d the basis o f the i l lus t r a t ions 
i n his book . " T h e M e a n i n g o f A r c h i t e c t u r e . " 

W i t h his t h e o r y o f clesign s u p p l y i n g the under­
l y i n g pr inc ip le o f a l l h is w o r k , there is w ide v a r i a t i o n 

i n character w h i c h is n o t the result o f chance b u t o f 
t h o u g h t f u l and conscientious e f f o r t t o express i n each 
b u i l d i n g s o m e t h i n g o f the fee l ing o f its use a n d s e t t i ng . 
F o r example , the m a s c u l i n i t y o f the M i c h i g a n U n i o n , 
the f e m i n i n i t y o f the M i c h i g a n League, the s o m e w h a t 
smug opulence o f the R o y a l N e i g h b o r s b u i l d i n g , were 
the result o f ca re fu l analysis a n d u n c o m p r o m i s i n g a d ­
herence t o his creed. 

He was a p a t r o n and , in a measure, a s t u d e n t o f 
a l l the ar ts : o f music, l i te ra ture , the theater, the dance, 
p a i n t i n g , sculpture , a n d acrobatics. W h e t h e r t h i s i n ­
terest i n . a n d love o f , the arts inf luenced his p h i l o s o p h i ­
cal and ethical conv i c t i ons , o r w h e t h e r the c o n t e m p l a ­
t i o n o f physica l a n d metaphys ica l p h e n o m e n a u rged 
the expression o f f u n d a m e n t a l facts i n design, is i m m a ­
ter ia l . T hey were i n t e r t w i n e d i n his t h o u g h t s a n d are 
i n e x t r i c a b l y b o u n d u p i n his b u i l d i n g s and his w r i t i n g s . 

T o c o n t e m p o r a r y architects he gave his t i m e w i t h ­
o u t s t i n t , serving l o n g and f a i t h f u l l y i n the A . I . A . a n d 
o ther a rch i t ec tu ra l societies and clubs. He s t o o d f o r the 
highest possible profess ional ethics and d i d m u c h t o w a r d 
the es tabl ishment o f archi tecture as a recognized p r o f e s ­
s ion a n d a r t i n th is c o u n t r y and the l i f t i n g o f the a r c h i ­
tect t o a better p o s i t i o n i n o u r social s t ruc tu re . 

H i s keen inerest i n civic and social p r o b l e m s , as 
w e l l as ar t is t ic matters , led h i m t o suppor t a l l w o r t h ­
w h i l e act ivi t ies leading t o better g o v e r n m e n t , the cor ­
rec t ion o f social evi ls , a n d the deve lopmen t o f a f u l l e r 
l i f e . T h i s is evidenced b y the clubs and societies w i t h 
w h i c h he was iden t i f i ed , i n c l u d i n g , a m o n g o thers , t he 
A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e o f Arch i tec t s , the C h i c a g o A r c h i ­
tectural C l u b . N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f A r t s a n d L e t t e r s . 
Society o f M i d l a n d A u t h o r s . Chicago C i t y C l u b , C h i ­
cago L i t e r a r y C l u b , U n i v e r s i t y C l u b , C l i f f D w e l l e r s , a n d 
(!ircus Fans Assoc ia t ion o f A m e r i c a . H i s w i d e p h i l a n ­
t h r o p i c interest p r o v i d e d the i n s p i r a t i o n f o r the designs 
o f m a n y o f his b u i l d i n g s . 

H i s deep s y m p a t h y w i t h the ideals a n d a s p i r a t i o n s 
o f Jane A d d a m s made i t possible f o r h i m t o p r o d u c e 
H u l l House, i n spite o f the l i m i t e d a m o u n t o f m o n e y 
avai lable f o r the b u i l d i n g s . I n l i k e m a n n e r C h i c a g o 
C o m m o n s , Gars H i l l , a n d o ther sett lement houses were 
designed a n d b u i l t . 

T h e p r o b l e m o f the then u n o r g a n i z e d col lege s t u ­
dents i n o u r large universi t ies was c o m m a n d i n g a t t e n ­
t i o n . W o r k i n g w i t h his b ro the r a n d cer ta in l i b e r a l ele­
ments i n the f a c u l t y and a l u m n i o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
M i c h i g a n , he launched the college u n i o n idea. Y e a r s 
o f unself ish research and s t udy , o f heartache a n d d i s a p 
p o i n t m e n t , finally resulted i n the p r o d u c t i o n o f the 
M i c h i g a n U n i o n B u i l d i n g . Several more years passed 
before the soundness and value o f the idea were recog­
nized su f f i c i en t ly f o r others t o w a n t t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
s i m i l a r ventures. T h e n f o l l o w e d the u n i o n b u i l d i n g s at 
Pu rdue U n i v e r s i t y . M i c h i g a n State Col lege . U n i v e r s i t y 
o f Kansas, and the W o m e n ' s League B u i l d i n g at t he 

(Continued on page 4 ) 
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U n i v e r s i t y o f M i c h i g a n , c i c h designed to meet a specific 
social as w e l l as aesthetic need. 

M a n y h o n o r s came t o I . K . P o n d l i u r i n g his l i f e 
i n r ecogn i t ion o f his o u t s t a n d i n g archi tec tura l achieve 
ments. T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M i c h i g a n twice conferred 
h o n o r a r y degrees, an A . M . i n I ' M 1. f o l l o w e d by Doc­
t o r o f Arch i t e c tu r e i n 1 9 ^ 0 . H e was a Fellc^w a n d Pres­
ident o f the A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e o f Archi tec t s , h o n o r a r y 
cc^rresponding member o f the B u n d Deutscher A r c h i t e k -
ten . R o y a l I n s t i t u t e o f B r i t i s h Arch i tec t s , and the Cen­
t r a l Scxiety o f A u s t r i a n Arch i t ec t s . H i s b u i l d i n g s have 
been w i d e l y publ ic ised i n a rch i tec tura l and trade j o u r ­
nals i n Amer i ca and abroad . I l i h w r i t i n g s lead to a 
comple te u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f his w o r k . 

He w r o t e extens ively f o r the I n l a n d A r c h i t e c t and 
the J o u r n a l o f the A . I . A — c o n t r i b u t i o n s and observa­
t i ons per t inent to c o n t e m p o r a r y p rob lems , and , i n many 
instances, p rophe t i c o f f u t u r e trends. H i s articles rela­
t i v e t o the " set b a c k " i n c i t y b u i l d i n g s ind ica ted the 
need and i l l u s t r a t ed the s t^ lut ion o f the p r o b l e m l o n g 
befc^re b u i l d i n g codes forced its use. He w r o t e many 
papers w h i c h he read at the meetings oi the Chicago 
L i t e r a r y C l u b , some o f w h i c h have been p u b l i s h e d un­
der the t i t l e "A Strange F e l l o w and O t h e r C l u b Papers.' 

T h e un ive r sa l i t y o f interest and appeal c o m m o n to 
a l l his w r i t i n g s is especially noticeable i n " T h e M e a n ­
i n g o f A r c h i t e c t u r e . " W r i t t e n p r i m a r i l y f o r architects 
a n d w i t h a special message f o r t h e m , i t has. neverthe­
less, such b e a u t i f u l and c o n v i n c i n g observat ions o n art 
a n d l i f e tha t i t is l i f t e d o u t o f the realm o f the techni­
ca l . W h i l e t h i s is t rue a l l t h r o u g h the b o o k , i t is par­
t i c u l a r l y noticeable i n the o p e n i n g chapter calL-d "The 
A n i m a t i n g S p i r i t . " I t is an in te res t ing fact that a leading 
a u t h o r i t y and cr i t ic o f the m o d e r n dance recommends 
t h i s b o o k , w i t h pa r t i cu l a r reference t o the chapter o n 
• R h y t h m s . " to students o f t ha t a r t . 

In " B i g T o p R h y t h m s " he has s h o w n us his hob­
b y , his love o f the circus and acrobatics. A n athlete 
h i m s e l f o f n o mean a b i l i t y , he unde r s tood a n d appre 
c ia led the f i n e c o o r d i n a t i o n and s k i l l required i n acro­
batics. He f e l t , hmvever . that there was more than 
mere physica l s k i l l and d a r i n g required i n the pe r fo rmer . 
H e saw i n the pe r fec t ly executed pe r lo rmance . the beauty 
a n d r h y t h m w h i c h made it a fine ar t . M o r e t h a n a hob­
b y , his w o r k i n the g y m n a s i u m and his association w i t h 
a n d f r i e n d s h i p f o r the art is ts o f the circus was a recrea­
t i o n and an i n s p i r a t i o n . 

T h e w o r l d k n e w h i m as the architect and the wr i t e r , 
b u t those o f us w h o were p r iv i l eged t o w o r k w i t h h i m 
i n h is chosen profess ion , k n e w h i m and loved h i m as 
the m a n . W e saw h i m at h is best. H i s u n f a i l i n g sense 
o f h u m o r , his kindness and patience w i t h o u r s t u p i d i ­
ties, made o u r tasks l igh te r . He never a t t empted t o force 
h i s p h i l o s o p h y or his ideas o n others , bu t he d i d demand 
honest c r a f t s m a n s h i p and conscient ious e f f o r t . I n re turn 
he gave us his confidence and his f r i e n d s h i p and the 
p r iv i l ege o f absorb ing as m u c h o f his ideals as o u r capa­
b i l i t i e s w o u l d p e r m i t . W i t h his h u m a n i t y , h is cha r i ty , 
a n d his u n s w e r v i n g hones ty , he enriched the lives o f his 
associates and f r i ends as he enriched the w o r l d w i t h 
h i s w o r k s . 

— A . L . L i o v i ) 

Copper and its Uses 
by 
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Engineers l o n g ago f o u n d that proper i n s u l a t i o n 
makes a home la r more c o m f o r t a b l e than one that has 
n o such p ro t ec t ion . P r o p e r l y insulated a home can be 
kept snug and w a r m i n w i n t e r w i t h a m i n i m u m a m o u n t 
o f heat, and cool in summer t h o u g h the mercury may be 
I h r t i n g w i t h the 100 degree m a r k outside. 

I t is d i f f i c u l t a n d expensive t o insulate a house 
already b u i l t , bu t to p r o p e r l y insulate one under con ­
s t ruc t ion costs o n l y a sma l l par t o f the b m l d i n g do l l a r . 
A n d l ike ru .s t -proof metals used f o r roof ings and water 
lines, copper f o r i n s u l a t i o n soon pays f o r i t se l f a f te r a 
few years i n fue l b i l l s . T h e cost o f hea t ing a w e l l i n 
sulated house is m u c h less t h a n a s imi la r house i n the 
^ame loca l i ty not insula ted . I f the hcnise is w e l l insu­
lated the temperature i n w i n t e r can be kept at 75 de­
grees w h i l e the mercury is b e l o w zero outside. I n s u m ­
mer a w e l l insula ted house is f r o m M to 18 degrees 
ccoler. T h i s i n s u l a t i o n is the protective barrier against 
i n f i l t r a t i o n o f c o l d o r w a r m air t h r o u g h the j o i n t s and 
por.-s o f b u i l d i n g mater ia ls . 

I b i n sheet copper is w e l l adapted f o r bc^th 
wea the r -p roo f ing and d a m p - p r o o f i n g . M o s t cellars are 
d a m p and m u s t y . T h e co ld d a m p atmosphere tends t o 
percolate u p w a r d t h r o u g h the o r d i n a r y f l o o r construc­
t i o n i n t i ^ the l i v i n g space o f the house. Copper ap-
| i l i ed t o the w a l l s and f l o o r o f the cellar b y means o f 
asphalt or p i t c h , offers an inexpensive m e t h o d o f damp-
p r o o f i n g . 

Because o f the savings i n fue l b i l l s and the added 
c o m f o r t s , more and more better b u i l t homes today arc 
being proper ly insula ted . Y o u r architect w i l l recom­
mend this and d u r i n g f r eez ing or hot weather y o u w i l l 
be glad that y o u have th is added feature. 

W i n d o w , d o o r and po rch screens have bu t one pur­
pose. They are p u t u p to keep insects o u t . T h e y are 
effective barriers o n l y as l o n g as the insect screen c l o t h 
used i n the i r c o n s t r u c t i o n remains w i t h o u t breaks. A 
single break i n the mesh renders an entire screen use­
less. Flies and mosqui toes w i l l find the break and 
s w a r m i n t o the house. 

Rust is the cause o f mos t o f the breaks i n o r d i n a r y 
scieens. Rust weakens the meta l and holes appear. U n 
less each hole is patched the screen at once loses its 
protective value. I f y o u w i l l observe insects b u z z i n g 
a r o u n d a screen y o u w i l l note h o w alert they are i n 
finding a break. 

Pa tch ing holes i n rus table metal screens is an end­
less task and it is most unsa t i s fac tory . Soon the screen 
becomes a mass o f patches w h i c h also rust. 

1 he w a y to be sure t ha t screen give proper p r o ­
tection is to use r u s t - p r o o f , cor ros ion resistant b ronze 
insect screen c l o t h . 

T h e r e are 2 5 6 meshes i n a single square inch o f 16 
mesh screen c k u h . I hat is generally cc^nsidercd stan­
da rd . 'Fhus w h e n a w i n d o w ^ feet w i d e and 6 feet 
h i g h is ent i re ly screened, the insect c l o t h w i l l con t a in 
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Construction Industry Conference Report 
by 

A. C. ESCHllEILEIl JR. 

T h e C o n s t r u c t i o n I n d u s t r y Conference was called 
b y the U n i t e d States C h a m b e r o f Commerce to meet i n 
W a s h i n g t o n o n N o v e m b e r 1 6 t h and 1 7 t h o f th is year. 
T h e general purpose o f the Conference was t o determine 
w h a t factors m i g h t be r e t a rd ing construct icm and to ob­
t a i n the views o f representatives o f the var ious elements 
w h i c h go to make u p the i n d u s t r y . 

O n T h u r s d a y m o r n i n g . N o v e m b e r 16 th , the dele­
gates and others w h o a t tended the Conference registered 
at the b e a u t i f u l U n i t e d States Chamber o f Commerce 
B u i l d i n g , and the Conference was convened about 1 0 : ^ 0 
tha t m o r n i n g i n the large meet ing r o o m i n th is b u i l d ­
i n g . T h e m o r n i n g session was devoted t o ""Construc-
t i o n and A m e r i c a n Progress". M r . J o h n W . O Leary . 
C h a i r m a n o f the Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e o f th? Chamber , 
gave the w e l c o m i n g address. He gave his v iews o n the 
oppor tun i t i e s w h i c h awa i t ed this c o u n t r y to restore 
the advance i n o u r s t anda rd o f l i v i n g , w h i c h has appar­
en t ly flattened o u t d u r i n g the past decade f o r the first 
t ime in many years. H e stressed the oppor tun i t i e s f o r 
developing n e w indust r ies and f o r advancing the o l d . 
H e men t ioned the start w h i c h has been made i n the 
re b u i l d i n g o f the r a i l r o a d system and stressed the pos­
sibi l i t ies in a ir t r an spo r t and air i n d u s t r y , w h i c h has 
been c o m i n g a l o n g so r a p i d l y tha t they are n o w b u i l d ­
i n g ships w h i c h they arc conf ident w i l l p rov ide cheaper 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t h a n n o w exists i n any f o r m . 

He stressed the fact t ha t the greatest o p p o r t u n i t y 
f o r the entire n a t i o n lies i n the field o f pr ivate hous ing 
a n d urged the Conference t o consider ways a n d means 
o f reducing the cost o f h o u s i n g to make i t available to 
people w h o real ly need i t . H e fe l t tha t th i s cou ld be ac­
compl ished i n f o u r w a y s : 1. t h r o u g h the desic^n and by 
i n c l u d i n g new mater ia ls and new methods o f construc­
t i o n : 2. t h r o u g h l o w e r real estate taxes: ^ . by lower 
mater ia l prices: and 4, by l o w e r labor costs. 

M r . E . P. Pa lmer . Secretary and Treasurer o f 
Senior and Pa lmer , N e w Y o r k , w h o f o l l o w e d h i m con­
tradicted the g l o o m y p rophe t s o f s tagnat ion and o f the 
end o f pr ivate enterprise by q u o t i n g the prophesies o f 
a M r . C a r r o l l W r i g h t i n 1 8 8 6 . M r . W r i g h t was the 
f i rs t U n i t e d States C o m m i s s i o n e r o f Labor , and af ter 
su rvey ing the w h o l e m o d e r n w o r l d o f that day, f o u n d 
that we had come t o a s t o p p i n g place i n h i s t o r y where 
we cou ld l o o k f o r w a r d o n l y to the maintenance o f ex­
i s t i ng physica l p l a n t and equ ipment , and hope f o r no 
f u r t h e r advance by n e w developments and no marked 
extens ion o f the i n d u s t r y o f the c o u n t r y . 

He q u o t e d some o f the m o d e r n people w h o are u n ­
doub ted ly no better q u a l i f i e d than was M r . W r i g h t t o 
predict ou r d o o m , b u t w h o have been p rophesy ing the 
end o f o p p o r t u n i t y . H e stressed the fact that the spi r i t 
o f enterprise w h i c h is so t y p i c a l l y Amer i can , is s t i l l 
w o r k i n g i n the m i n d s o f men i n m a n y wa lks o f l i f e . 
H e stated t ha t the scientist i n his search f o r nature s 
secrets, the engineer i n his a n x i e t y t o a p p l y each new 
discovery to the b u i l d i n g o f a better mater ia l w o r l d , 
and the sociologist i n his quest f o r a basis o f h u m a n 
unders tand ing and s y m p a t h y , are no less pioneers t h a n 

thei r fo refa thers w h o hewed a p a t h t h r o u g h the fores t . 
I hese men i n the i r advance u p o n the i n t e r i o r f r o n t i e r s 

o f m o d e r n i n d u s t r y w i l l make th i s c en tu ry ' s c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n to better l i v i n g s tandards. 

M r . Palmer quoted the p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h d u r i n g 
the past and present. He stated t ha t i n the decade e n d i n g 
i n 19 30 . there had been a p o p u l a t i o n increase o f a p p r o x ­
ima te ly f i f teen m i l l i o n , whereas the present decade w h i c h 
w i l l end next year, w i l l p r o b a b l y s h o w a n increase o f 
o n l y nine and a h a l f m i l l i o n , a n d t ha t t he succeeding 
decade w i l l p r o b a b l y s h o w a p o r o x i m a t e l y n ine a n d one-
h a l f m i l l i o n increase also. T h i s does n o t necessarily 
mean, however , t ha t ou r p r iva te economic a c t i v i t y w i l l 
be forced t o s l o w d o w n . I f the increase i n o u r p o p u l a ­
t i o n lessens, the n u m b e r o f f ami l i e s is ap t t o increase, 
because this indicates smaller f ami l i e s . Whereas there 
were abou t f ive and a h a l f m i l l i o n househo lds added 
t o the p o p u l a t i o n d u r i n g the b o o m i n g t w e n t i e s , there 
w i l l p r o b a b l y be five and three-quar ter m i l l i o n house­
ho lds added i n the c o m i n g decade. F u r t h e r m o r e , there 
is no reason t o assume tha t there is a n y di rect a n d inev­
i tab le r e l a t ion between p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h a n d c a p i t a l 
f o r m a t i o n . As l o n g as the people w h o are l i v i n g n o w 
are dissatisfied w i t h the t h i n g s they have, a n d as Icmg 
as they w a n t better houses a n d better equipniL-nt , w e w i l l 
have v i g o r o u s a c t i v i t y w h e t h e r the p o p u l a t i o n is ex­
p a n d i n g r a p i d l y or s l o w l y . I n the last analys is , a l l the 
s ta t is t ical forecasts o f the p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h c o u l d be 
knocked i n t o a cocked ha t b y y o u n g m a r r i e d people 
c h a n g i n g the i r m i n d s a b o u t the size o f t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

T h e po t en t i a l demand f o r new d w e l l i n g s each year 
reaches the s taggering t o t a l o f 6 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 o f 
these w i l l be required t o take care o f o n e - h a l f o f the 
present un i t s w h i c h each year reach the age o f fifty, 
and 4 5 0 , 0 0 0 f o r the net a n n u a l increase i n the n u m b e r 
o f f ami l i es . 

T h e recent depression is. i n his o p i n i o n , n o w o n l y 
a state o f m i n d , a n d he feels tha t the mos t i m p o r t a n t 
requisite f o r o v e r c o m i n g th i s is the p rese rva t ion o f the 
s p i r i t o f i n d i v i d u a l f r e e d o m and i n d i v i d u a l enterpr ise , 
w h i c h have characterized the c o u n t r y t o date. T h e doc­
t r i ne w h i c h is n o w being preached by some a m o n g us 
t ha t government s can do f o r the people t h a t w h i c h 
they cannot d o f o r themselves s h o u l d be r o u n d l y c o n ­
demned by a l l i n t e l l i g e n t a n d t h i n k i n g peop le o f the 
c o u n t r y . I t is o n l y under a free system t h a t w e can 
expect the deve lopment o f such geniuses as T h o m a s 
H d i s o n , George Eas tman , and others, whose i n g e n u i t y 
and i nven t ive m i n d s d i d so m u c h f o r the a d v a n c e m e n t 
i n the s tandard o f l i v i n g and f o r the e n t i r e i n t e r n a l 
economy o f the c o u n t r y . 

T o m y m i n d the t a l k w h i c h we then h e a r d b y M r . 
I . N . T a t e , Vice-Pres ident o f the Weyerhaeuser Sales 
C o m p a n y o f St. Pau l , was perhaps the m o s t v a l u a b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the ent ire Conference. T h e t o p i c w h i c h 
M r . T a t e chose was "Be t t e r L i v i n g S t a n d a r d s " , a n d he 
developed th i s idea i n connec t i on w i t h the s m a l l i n d i v i d ­
ual residence b u i l t by p r iva te cap i ta l a n d p r i v a t e i n i t i a -

(Conlinued on pai/e 6) 
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l i v e . A t the very outset . M r . T a t e stressed the fact that 
these houses cou ld p r o b a b l y no t be made avai lable to 
the very lowest income g r o u p . He po in t ed o u t . h o w ­
ever, that these people d o n o t d r ive new au tomobi les , 
i l t hey d r ive at a l l . and that they do not wear new 
clothes a lways , a l t h o u g h they may be more w a r m l y 
c l o t h e d t h a n they w o u l d be w i t h the new clothes they 
c o u l d a f f o r d . H i s p r i m a r y suggestion was tha t possibly 
the b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y can p r o v i d e new homes f o r the 
nex t h igher income g r o u f ) . and that the vacancies thus 
made ava i lab le w o u l d la rge ly sc^Ive the p r o b l e m f o r the 
ve ry lowes t income g r o u p . 

M r . T a t e discussed i n de ta i l the possibi l i t ies o f 
s t a n d a r i l i z a t i o n and p r e f a b r i c a t i o n . He quo ted compe­
ten t au tho r i t i e s w h o predicte<l possible savings u p to 
5() ' /r where complete s t anda rd i za t i on was practiced on 
a s u f f i c i e n t l y large scale. T h i s , he f e l t , however , was 
.somewhat c o n t r a r y t o the A m e r i c a n w a y o f l i f e , but 
p o i n t e d t ut that a comple te ly s t a n d a n h / e d in te r im ' 
m i g h t y ie ld i t se l f w i t h very l i t t l e added cost to a var ie ty 
o f ex t e r i o r t rea tments , i n o rder t o a v o i d m o n o t o n y and 
t o s a t i s fy the purchaser w i t h a certain a m o u n t o f i n d i v i d 
u a l i t y . A s f a r as p r e f a b r i c a t i o n is concerned, he fe l t that 
m a n y o f the ideals o f p r e f a b r i c a t i o n can be real ized, i f 
houses are p l anned to u t i l i z e the exact lengths to w h i c h 
prec is ion cut f l o o r jo is ts , s t u d d i n g and raf ters are n o w 
m a n u f a c t u r e d ; w h e n the d o o r and w i n d o w frames are 
p re fabr ica ted w i t h doors and sash h u n g , a n d glass i n ­
s ta l l ed at the f a c t o r y so t ha t the entire u n i t m a y be mere­
l y p u t i n t o place; w h e n the sheathing and i n s u l a t i o n is 
i n s t a l l e d i n large un i t s , and w h e n the hea t ing and 
p l u m b i n g appliances are moved i n t o place and connected 
u p w i t h a m i n i m u m o f waste. 

H e p o i n t e d o u t tha t some o f these savings are n o w 
b e i n g b locked by l abor rules, b u t stressed the poss ib i l i ty 
o f educa t ing the labor leaders t o the short-sightedness 
o f such a p o l i c y . He believed t ha t i n the end the pre­
f a b r i c a t i o n o f an increasing n u m b e r o f parts m a y make 
p r e f a b r i c a t i o n o f the entire house unnecessary. 

M r . T a t e discussed i n de ta i l the costs o f mater ia l 
a n d l abor i n the present marke t . T a k i n g 1 9 2 6 as 1009^^. 
it appears tha t the average price o f b u i l d i n g mater ia l 
i n 1 9 3 8 was 9 0 . 3 9 ^ , and the past t w e n t y - y e a r average 
9 5 . 9 9 ^ . T h i s indicates t ha t b u i l d i n g ma te r i a l is not 
liivjii compared t o prices d u r i n g the past years, a l t h o u g h 
1 d o n o t feel tha t i t necessarily means tha t prices cannot 
be reduced. 

A s to wages, he quo ted again the U n i t e d States 
B u r e a u o f L a b o r Statist ics, w h i c h bases the scale ol 
wages o n 1929 rates as 1 0 0 * ^ . A c c o r d i n g to the i r f ig­
ures, the wages o f a l l b u i l d i n g trades i n 1 9 3 8 were 
1 0 6 . 7 ' / and a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 2 ' / above those i n 1 9 2 6 . 
T he u n i o n wages f o r a l l b u i l d i n g trades i n 1 9 3 8 were 
2 0 a b o v e the t w e n t y - y e a r average. 

I n c o m p u t i n g the actual cost o f b u i l d i n g , however , 
the savings w h i c h have been der ived by d i g g i n g the base­
m e n t w i t h a steam shovel , m i x i n g concrete and m o r t a r 
b y machine, us ing p o w e r saws, precision cut f r a m i n g , 
pre-assembled f rames as m e n t i o n e d above, electric Sand­
ers, a n d t o some extent pre-asseniblcd h e a t i n g and 
p l u m b i n g un i t s , have api^arently more t h a n offset this 
increase i n wages. 

H e quo ted the case o f one c a r e f u l l y est imated house 
w h i c h i n 1 9 2 6 cost $ 7 , 7 2 5 and w h i c h d u r i n g the early 

part o f th is year, c o u l d be b u i l t f o r $ 6 , 2 1 5 . T h e t w e n ­
ty-year average cost was $ 6 , 6 9 3 .85 . T h i s indicates a 
2 0 % l o w e r t o t a l cost th i s year than in 19 2 6 . and is 
to m y m i n d a very encourag ing statement. I d o n ' t be­
lieve that any o f us. however , w i l l a l l o w this t o i n f l u ­
ence us i n o u r s t r i v i n g f o r l o w e r costs and greater ef f i ­
ciencies. T h e higher hc^urly wage o f labor has cer ta in ly 
no t resulted i n any advantage to the b u i l d i n g mechanic 
w h o is n o w w o r k i n g fewer hours per year t l i a n he d i d 
i n 1929 . A s l o n g as A m e r i c a n ingenu i ty , w h i c h M r . 
Palmer ment ioned , is s t i l l w o r k i n g , h i g h h o u r l y wage 
labor w i l l necessarily f i n d tha t i t is being supplanted 
by machine-made p roduc t s and shop assembled uni t s . 

M r . T a t e b r o u g h t o u t m a n y o f the improvemen t s 
w h i c h we are a l l f a m i l i a r w i t h in the b u i l d i n g and 
equ ipment o f the m o d e r n sma l l house, and said tha t 
even more s t a r t l i n g t h a n these and more use­
f u l than the reduced cost, is the modern finan­
c ing p rov ided t h r o u g h the Federal H o u s i n g A d ­
m i n i s t r a t i o n , and o the r agencies, w h i c h have r e v o l u ­
t ion ized the p r o b l e m o f home b u y i n g . T h e new amor ­
tized loan insures p roper selection o f the site, expert 
inspection o f the mater ia ls , a l o w interest rate, a m o n t h ­
ly payment usual ly less t h a n the f a m i l y has been pay­
ing f o r rent, w h i c h discharges the debt and produces 
a clear t i t l e to the p r o p e r t y at the end o f a defini te n u m ­
ber o f years. T h i s p r o g r a m is o f t remendous benefit 
t o those o f us w h o are t r y i n g t o b u i l d and sell these 
homes, because i t has helped t o pu t the house w i t h i n 
the l i m i t s of the pocke tbooks o f many more Amer ican 
lamil ies and has made the o w n i n g o f a home a more 
a t t ract ive and s o u n d inves tmen t . 

M r T a t e q u o t e d f r o m a Chicago paper w h i c h re­
cent ly ran a f u l l page ad f e a t u r i n g second-hand Fords . 
P l y m o u t h s . and Chevro le t s o n a payment o f $ 1 7 . 7 0 
per m o n t h . O n the same day i n a paper in Boise. I d a h o , 
a compact, convenient , w e l l - b u i l t home was advertised 
K1U a m o n t h l y p a y m e n t o f $ 1 7 . 0 0 . T h i s indicates t ha t 
the house is real ly i n c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h the a u t o m o b i l e 
today i n its appeal t o the A m e r i c a n pocketbook. A l ­
t h o u g h one m i g h t say t ha t the payments o n the car 
w i l l p r o b a b l y n o t con t inue f o r as l ong a per iod , i t is 
doubt less ly true t ha t s i m i l a r payments w i l l con t inue 
on its successors a n d descendants. 

A t the present t i m e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 75'/( o f the 
houses being b u i l t come w i t h i n a price range tha t makes 
them available t o o n l y 2 5 o f the people. Famil ies 
w h o can afTord houses cos t ing f r o m $ 2 , 0 0 0 to $ 4 , 0 0 0 
complete , cons t i tu te 5 2 * / o f the marke t , and yet d u r i n g 
1938 o n l y 1 5 % o f the houses b u i l t were i n that price 
range. M r . T a t e t o l d us. however , that d u r i n g 1 9 3 7 
the N a t i o n a l L u m b e r manufac tu re r s Assoc ia t ion o rgan­
ized a movement w h i c h was par t ic ipated i n by near ly 
al l o f the b u i l d i n g mate r ia l lines, to develop efficient 
models o f smal l homes i n tha t price range tha t w o u l d ap­
peal to the popu la r f a n c y . T h e y actual ly b u i l t o n l y 
three houses in t ha t year, and eight in 19 38. bu t i n the 
present year, they have concentrated o n t w o m o d e l s — 
one a f o u r - r o o m house f o r $ 2 , 0 0 0 . and a five-room 
house f o r $ 2 , 5 0 0 , b u i l t under compe t i t ive price c o n d i ­
t ions at p r e v a i l i n g wage rates, a n d w i t h the necessary 
p ro f i t s t h r o u g h o u t . A g o o d m a n y o f these have been 
b u i l t d u r i n g the year. 
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W h i l e i n W a s h i n g t o n , I ta lked w i t h a number o f 
architects, ma te r i a l manufac tu re r s , and others, w h o are 
f a m i l i a r w i t h some o f the progress that has been made 
and the d i f f icu l t i es encountered b y the prefabricated 
house g roup . I n fact M r . W a l t e r Harnischfeger was 
there, and d u r i n g the open f o r u m session, gave the C o n ­
ference the benefit o f some o f his experiences and the 
di f f icul t ies w h i c h he h a d encountered i n a t t e m p t i n g t o 
car ry th is o u t . 

Some o f the d i f f i cu l t i e s w h i c h he po in ted ou t and 
w h i c h were also referred t o b y o ther speakers, were 
the inequali t ies o f a n t i q u a t e d b u i l d i n g codes, w h i c h be 
cause o f the i r ph ras ing a n d lack o f fores ight , have 
handicapped the u.se o f new materials and new develop­
ments i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y . M a n y o f the dele­
gates fe l t t h a t b y the rev is ion o f the b u i l d i n g codes, 
we cou ld hope t o make m a n y legi t imate savings t h r o u g h 
more desirable systems o f cons t ruc t i on and finish. T h i s 
ques t ion o f the b u i l d i n g code and its revis ion , I feel, 
can be energetical ly pushed by our Chapter . I t is l o g i ­
cal ly a field i n w h i c h we can and shou ld take a leading 
part , and we a l l k n o w f r o m our f requent contacts 
w i t h i t , m a n y o f the a n t i q u a t e d requirements and reg-
ua l t ions w h i c h have o n l y the i r venerab i l i ty t o recom-' 
mend them. 

I n the a f t e r n o o n session, we heard M r . Fe rmor S. 
C a n n o n . President o f the Ra i l roadmen ' s Federal Savings 
^ L o a n Assoc ia t ion , speak on pr iva te enterprise i n 
home financing. M r . C a n n o n called a t t e n t i o n t o the 
differences i n va r i ous State l aws regarding home financ­
i n g . He stated t ha t i n m a n y localities, there is a legal 
charge o f as m u c h as $ 3 0 t o $ 4 0 i n connect ion w i t h 
p lacing a $ 2 , 0 0 0 mor tgage u p o n a $ 2 , 5 0 0 home. I f 
co l lec t ion goes t o foreclosure, there are var ious legal 
a n d cour t expenses, w h i c h m a y a m o u n t to as m u c h as 
$ 2 5 0 or more. These are costs w h i c h the home bor ­
r o w e r must also pay, i f he wishes t o recover his p roper ty 
a f te r the foreclosure ac t ion has taken place. I t is d i f f i ­
cul t t o sec h o w such excessive legal expenses and costs 
can be j u s t i f i ed i n connec t i on w i t h the compara t ive ly 
s imple procedure o f b o r r o w i n g money f o r the financing 
o f a smal l home . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o these di f f icul t ies , there are foreclo­
sure and repossession l aws i n var ious States w h i c h en­
t a i l a t remendous haza rd o n the par t o f the lender. I n 
some States proceedings m a y take as l o n g as t w o years, 
and may i n v o l v e a loss o f interest income to the lender 
o n a $ 2 , 0 0 0 mor tgage o f $ 2 0 0 . T h e lender may also 
find h imse l f compel led to pay $ 5 0 or $ 6 0 i n taxes w h i c h 
have accumulated i n the mean t ime plus a probable re­
pa i r b i l l f r o m $ 1 0 0 t o $ 1 5 0 . F i n a l l y w h e n he does 
resell the property, he w i l l be faced w i t h a sales cost 
o f $ 1 2 5 or more . Here i n W i s c o n s i n o u r l aws are par­
t i c u l a r l y lenient to the b o r r o w e r , and I believe tha t i f 
w e were to invest igate the facts, some change i n these 
laws w o u l d make the l e n d i n g o f money a safer p r o p o ­
s i t i o n , and thus encourage people to lend on smal l 
homes, and i n the final analysis benefit the b o r r o w e r 
and encourage h o m e c o n s t r u c t i o n . M a n y o f these costs 
are essentially n o n - p r o d u c t i v e , and by an in te l l igen t 
revis ion o f the l a w s w h i c h require them, m u c h cou ld 
p r o b a b l y be done t o h e l p the b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y . 

M r . W a l t e r R . M c C o r n a c k . Dean o f the School 
(Continued on page 9) 

Encourage Sensible Buying and 
Selling Policies 

W a s h i n g t o n , Sept. 2 9 , — A s the best means o f safe­
g u a r d i n g f r o m hys ter ica l extremes o rde r ly expans ion o f 
the home b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y already u n d e r w a y before the 
ou tb reak o f E u r o p e a n w a r , W i l s o n C o m p t o n , secretary 
and manager o f the N a t i o n a l L u m b e r M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
Assoc ia t ion , t o d a y urged b u i l d i n g and l o a n o f f i c i a l s at­
t e n d i n g the A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n o f the U n i t e d States 
B u i l d i n g and L o a n League at A t l a n t i c C i t y , t o encour­
age sensible b u y i n g policies and sensible se l l i ng pol icies 
as an anecdote t o rash, i m p u l s i v e purchases b o r n o f a 
n a t i o n - w i d e , w a r - t i m e speculative p s y c h o l o g y . 

W a r n i n g t ha t h o m e b u i l d i n g is a sensi t ive ba ro ­
meter and that b u i l d i n g recovery can q u i c k l y be p u t 
i n t o a stalemate. M r . C o m p t o n urged the en t i re b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y t o a v o i d extremes w h i c h retard b u i l d i n g , a n d 
t o encourage the s t i m u l a n t s w h i c h have seemed t o be 
under w a y d u r i n g the past three years. 

I n c o m p a r i n g the p o s i t i o n o f the h o m e b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y at the o u t b r e a k o f cur ren t hos t i l i t i e s , w i t h c i r ­
cumstances a qua r t e r o f a cen tu ry ago, M r . C o m p t o n 
ind ica ted tha t h i s t o r y has no t repeated i t se l f a n d tha t 
w h i l e the t r end o f b u i l d i n g at the t i m e o f the first 
W o r l d W a r was d o w n , i t is n o w up , a n d t h a t the c o n d i ­
t ions o f the exchanges, credits and pr iva te fiinancc, w h i l e 
then d i so rde r ly and insecure, are n o w o r d e r l y a n d secure. 

M r . C o m p t o n cal led a t t e n t i o n t o the fac t t h a t those 
w h o con templa te b u i l d i n g , b u t choose t o w a i t because o f 
w a r , and those w h o ant ic ipa te h igher costs a n d rush t o 
b u y . are b o t h c o n t r i b u t i n g t o a cond i t i cm w h i c h b o t h 
fear and w i s h t o a v o i d . 

I f the b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y can be p e r m i t t e d t o c o n ­
t inue o n the cons t ruc t ive plane at w h i c h i t has been 
opera t ing i n the last three years, there w i l l be n o neces­
s i t y o f i m p u l s i v e , "ge t - t he re - f i r s t " b u y i n g a n d conse­
quent d i s r u p t i o n to the n o r m a l price s t ruc ture . 

M r . C o m p t o n p o i n t e d o u t t ha t A m e r i c a needs 
4 0 0 . 0 0 0 t o 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 new h o u s i n g un i t s a n n u a l l y a n d 
stated t ha t t o m a i n t a i n our present s tandards the p r i v a t e 
h o m e b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y w i l l be required t o b u i l d at 
least five-and-one-quarter m i l l i o n new h o u s i n g u n i t s 
w i t h i n the next ten years. 

T h e h o u s i n g shortage is conf ined t o the pr ice range 
b e l o w $ 5 , 0 0 0 . O n e - h a l f o f A m e r i c a n f a m i l i e s , based 
on last year's incomes, can a f f o r d to o w n o r ren t houses 
cos t ing u p t o $ 4 , 0 0 0 . B u t o n l y 1 5 % o f the houses 
b u i l t last year were i n th i s price range, said M r . C o m p 
t o n . w h o also expressed his bel ief tha t the r e a l i z a t i o n 
o f t h i s fac t has finally headed the n a t i o n a l h o m e b u i l d ­
i n g i n d u s t r y i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . 

M r . C o m p t o n o u t l i n e d the o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d p r o ­
cedure o f the i n f o r m a l coopera t ion o f 3 3 p r i n c i p a l h o m e 
b u i l d i n g industr ies k n o w n as N a t i o n a l S m a l l H o m e s 
D e m o n s t r a t i o n , w h i c h f o r the past three years has been 
engaged i n a p r o g r a m p r o m o t i n g and e n c o u r a g i n g the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f lower -cos t , i m p r o v e d - d e s i g n , s m a l l 
homes i n the $ 2 , 0 0 0 t o $ 3 , 5 0 0 cost range, a m o n g m a ­
ter ia l merchants , bu i lde r s and real tors across the c o u n t r y . 

M r . C o m p t o n stated t ha t near ly 4 . 0 0 0 b u i l d i n g 
ma te r i a l dealers h a d been en ro l l ed i n th i s coopera t ive 
e f f o r t t o reduce h o m e costs and t h a t near ly 3 . 0 0 0 l o w 
priced D e m o n s t r a t i o n H o m e s had been c o n s t r u c t e d i n 

over 1,000 c o m m u n i t i e s . 
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N e w Y o r k . Oc tober 1 7 — M r . H e n r y W r i g h t . As ­
sociate E d i t o r o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l F o r u m o f N e w Y o r k , 
t o d a y addressed the Seventeenth A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n o f 
A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e o f Steel C o n s t r u c t i o n at the W a l ­
d o r f - A s t o r i a o n the subject o f p lanned cen t ra l i za t ion . 
T h e f u l l t ex t o f M r . W r i g h t s address f o l l o w s : 

M y acquaintance w i t h the A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e o f 
Steel C o n s t r u c t i o n is o f l o n g s t and ing , despite the fact 
t ha t th is is the first t i m e I have met its membersh ip 
face to face. I first learned o f the I n s t i t u t e w h e n serving 
m y a rch i tec tura l apprent iceship at the d r a f t i n g table. I 
h a d no t been d o i n g th is sor t o f w o r k f o r l o n g before 
I learned t o use y o u r excellent h a n d b o o k , no t f o r de­
s i g n i n g s t ee lwork , b u t m o s t l y f o r p rob lems i n v o l v i n g 
b r i c k and w o o d , t o solve k n o t t y quest ions i n d imens ion ­
i n g o d d angles, or h o w m a n y square yards there were 
i n an acre. Indeed, "Steel C o n s t r u c t i o n " p roved so use 
f u l i n a host o f ways t h a t i t was the p r ized possession 
o f a great m a n y d r a f t s m e n w h o never got closer to an 
I -beam t h a n ske tch ing its o u t l i n e o n a f u l l - s i z e d r a w i n g . 

A n o t h e r w a y i n w h i c h m a n y o f us came to k n o w 
the I n s t i t u t e was t h r o u g h y o u r excellent series o f ad­
ver t isements i n the a rch i tec tu ra l press, presenting H u g h 
Fer r i s ' d r a w i n g s o f the c i t y o f the f u t u r e . A s each new 
ad i n th is series appeared, a g r o u p used to gather and 
debate one o r another o f the po in t s raised by the d r a w ­
i n g . A s I recall i t , we w o u l d o f t e n as n o t disagree qui te 
v i o l e n t l y w i t h M r . Ferr is and I suspect th is was w h a t 
y o u i n t e n d e d : t o get people t o t h i n k i n g , even i f they 
d i d n ' t agree w i t h y o u . I n any event, th is campaign had 
the effect o f b r i n g i n g the w o r k o f the I n s t i t u t e f o r c i b l y 
to the a t t e n t i o n o f the archi tecura l profess ion . 

W h e n y o u r Secretary, M r . I den , first suggested that 
I address th i s c o n v e n t i o n . 1 was immense ly f lat tered. 
T h e proposed topic gave me the idea that M r . Iden 
t h o u g h t I was c l a i r v o y a n t o r at least blessed w i t h the 
g i f t o f prophecy, s i nce—to quote h i m e x a c t l y — h e p ro ­
posed the t i t l e : " W h e n M a y a Renewed D e m a n d f o r 
LJrban B u i l d i n g Be Expected and Probab le Character 
o f S t r u c t u r e s " — a top ic w h i c h m i g h t easily s t u m p a 
c o m b i n a t i o n o f Roger Babsc^n and L e w i s M u m f o r d . 

N o w , I w o u l d l ike at the outset t o d isc la im any 
such h y b r i d e r u d i t i o n . I f there is a n y t h i n g tha t most o f 
us have learned i n the past f e w years, i t is a hea l thy dis­
t r u s t f o r the sor t o f p r o p h e t w h o pretends t o forecast 
economic deve lopments : s i m i l a r l y . I t h i n k tha t most o f 
us have come t o suspect the g l i t t e r i n g generalities o f 
r e fo rmer s w h o are prepared, at the d r o p o f a ha t . to 
f u r n i s h a b l u e p r i n t f o r the f u t u r e as they t h i n k i t 
s h o u l d be. Rather , I w o u l d l ike to conf ine th is dis­
cuss ion, as f a r as possible, t o facts. 

I t is a fact , a n d the s t a r t i n g p o i n t o f any considera­
t i o n o f u r b a n b u i l d i n g s , t ha t the rate o f skyscraper con­
s t r u c t i o n has been s lowed cons iderably , f o r a t i m e was 
v i r t u a l l y at a s t a n d s t i l l . A f t e r a decade w h i c h registered 
a n unprecedented b o o m i n t h i s t y p e o f b u i l d i n g , w i t h 
an average v o l u m e o f $ 1 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 per year, construc­

t i o n o f th is k i n d d u r i n g the '^0s average b u t S'iOO.OOO,-
0 0 0 — a d r o p o f 6 6 per cent. A r o u n d this fact has cen­
tered a great deal o f o p i n i o n — i n f o r m e d and m i s i n ­
f o r m e d — o p i n i o n w h i c h is i m p o r t a n t to everyone con­
cerned w i t h the use o f steel i n b u i l d i n g . 

C a t c h w o r d o f one g r o u p o f these observers has 
been the t e rm " D e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n " . A c c o r d i n g to the 
vociferous champions o f th i s p o i n t o f v i e w , most o f 
the evils o f the day . f r o m u n e m p l o y m e n t to s w i n g 
music, may be a t t r i b u t e d — d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y — t o 
h i g h bu i ld ings . I he skyscraper, they say. is a d i smal 
f lop , untenanted, an t i - soc ia l , a n d a w h i t e elephant i n 
good times as w e l l as bad . 

I his a t t i t ude reminds me o f tlie d r u n k e n husband 
w h o bumped i n t o so m a n y miscellaneous objects w h i l e 
t r y i n g to get i n t o bed w i t h o u t w a k i n g his w i f e tha t 
he decided he was lost i n an impenetrable forest, a clear 
o f mistaken i d e n t i t y . T a l k o f the "necessity" f o r de­
cen t ra l i za t ion resu l t ing f r o m h i g h b u i l d i n g s has abou t 
as much f o u n d a t i o n i n fac t . T h e a l a r m i n g t h i n g about 
i t . however , is t ha t the m a n i n the street has been 
p re t ty m u c h sold o n the idea t ha t u rban congestion is 
produced by the skyscraper, t ha t i t is ge t t ing worse f r o m 
year to year, and t ha t ncothing cou ld be more disastrous 
t h a n a revival o f office b u i l d i n g cons t ruc t ion to the rate 
o f the prosperous '20s . T h i s widespread belief, i f u n ­
contested, w i l l c e r t a in ly have an i m p o r t a n t efTect on the 
character o f f u t u r e u r b a n cons t ruc t ion , may even be re­
flected i n i l l -considered leg is la t ion o f a restrictive type . 

Consequent ly , the t r u t h o f such assertions is o f 
v i t a l concern to b u i l d i n g , and i n par t icular io the steel 
i n d u s t r y . Is the skyscraper g u i l t y as charged, o r is i t 
merely a convenient scapegoat, "Picked u p ' because o f 
its conspicuous presence at the scene of the crime ' 

T h e i n d i c t m e n t is o n t w o counts, social and eco­
nomic . I n the first c o u n t , the defendant is charged w i t h 
causing street and s idewa lk congest ion, s h u t t i n g o u t 
l i g h t and air. and a i d i n g and abe t t ing the t rend t o w a r d s 

lit 1 a l i z a t i on . w h i c h is held to be socially unhea l t hy . 
I n the second coun t , he is accused o f embezz l emen t—the 
upper f loors o f h i g h b u i l d i n g s are said t o steal p r o f i t s 
f r o m the l o w e r f loors a n d render the b u i l d i n g as a 
w h o l e uneconomic. I n m y o p i n i o n , b o t h counts are 
false. 

1 he theory t ha t skyscrapers cause, or even neces­
sar i ly result i n c r o w d i n g a n d congestion is an c^versim-
p l i f i c a t i o n . I t is based o n so m a n y misconceptions, h o w ­
ever, that i t requires some patience to dissect. M o s t easily 
disposed o f is the ques t ion o f vehicular congest ion. M a n ­
ha t t an had its p rob l ems o f congestion l o n g before i t 
sprouted skyscrapers: i ts p r i m e t roub le spots have a l w a y s 
been at po in t s where m a i n arteries o f t h r o u g h t raf f ic 
intersect, and depend more o n concentrat ions resu l t ing 
f r o m bridges and tunnels , m a n u f a c t u r i n g dis t r ic ts such 
as the garment center, and bus and t r o l l e y routes t h a n 
o n the height o f adjacent b u i l d i n g s . 

(Continued in December Issue) 
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more t h a n 6 6 3 , 0 0 0 openings . T h a t i l lustrates h o w 
line the wi re is d r a w n f o r the manufac tu re o f insect 
screen c l o t h . I t m u s t be th read- l ike i n size i n order 
not to keep o u t a i r and l i g h t . Bronze insect screen 
c l o t h retains its s t r eng th because rust does n o t weaken 
i t and i t soon pays f o r i t se l f t h r o u g h years o f satis­
fac to ry service. 

1 here are m a n y o ther uses f o r copfx-r and its a l ­
loys in the better b u i l t home. B r o n z e w i n d o w s , l ike 
bronze screens, are neat a n d t r i m . T h e y cannot w a r p 
or s w e l l . W e a t h e r - s t r i p p i n g is a v i t a l factor o f every 
w i n d o w . B r o n z e w i n d o w s cannot rust and they never 
require p a i n t i n g . 

Copper convectors can be b u i l t i n the wa l l s and 
present an added a t t r a c t i o n and c o m f o r t to the home. 
N o longer is the h o m e marred w i t h the o l d type 
radia tor w h i c h was so m u c h o f an eye sore to the house 
w i f e . Copper has a h i g h heat c o n d u c t i v i t y w h i c h per­
m i t s the use o f smal ler u n i t s t h a n w h e n the o l d fash 
ioned type are ins ta l l ed . 

So l id brass or b ronze ha rdware is essential t o the 
appearance o f the better b u i l t home. N o t h i n g mars the 
in te r io r so m u c h as rusted ha rdware f ixtures . Exposed 
t o the elements outs ide , ha rdware no t made o f n o n -
ferrous metal w i l l q u i c k l y rust and the rust stains w i l l 
mar the w o o d w o r k . 

Brass a n d b r o n z e l i g h t i n g f ix tures add to the 
beauty o f the home. M a n y b e a u t i f u l designs are made 
f o r a l l types o f homes. 

{Continued from pane 7) 
o f Arch i t ec tu re , Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e o f T e c h n o l o g y , 
f o l l o w e d w i t h a very in te res t ing and f o r c e f u l t a l k o n 
mass h o u s i n g i n cities. M r . M c C o r n a c k stressed the 
need f o r a t t e m p t i n g to b u i l d houses f o r the l o w e r t h i r d 
o f ou r p o p u l a t i o n . He stated tha t 6 0 9^ o f the people 
canno t pay more t h a n $ 3 0 per m o n t h f o r h o u s i n g , a n d 
the ma j o r i t y o f these can o n l y pay $ 1 5 or $ 1 6 . H e a l so 
stressed the need o f revis ing the b u i l d i n g codes, m a n y 
o f w h i c h he feels are i l l ega l a n d go f a r b e y o n d w h a t 
they were in tended t o do . He stated tha t b u i l d i n g codes 
s h o u l d extend o n l y t o the l i m i t s o f the po l i ce p o w e r 
o f the m u n i c i p a l i t y f o r the safety and h e a l t h o f the 
occupants. W i t h some o f the unnecessary a n d i l l e g a l 
restraints removed, he believes a r e d u c t i o n o f 2 0 % 
i n the cost o f b u i l d i n g w t ^ u l d be possible. 

He made a plea f o r p r iva te i n i t i a t i v e t o come i n t o 
th i s field because he f e l t t h a t i n every case the cost o f 
G o v e r n m e n t h o u s i n g is considerably h igher t h a n i f d o n e 
by p r iva te cap i t a l . S l u m clearance, he f e l t , m u s t c o n f i n e 
i t se l f t o p r o v i d i n g shelter at a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 3 0 0 per 
r o o m . He stated tha t i t was imposs ib le f o r the balance 
o f the ci t izens t o subsidize th is l o w e r o n e - t h i r d i n the 
t ype o f h o u s i n g w h i c h has been b u i l t by the G o v e r n ­
ment t o date. One p o s s i b i l i t y o f l eg i t ima te subsidies b y 
a c i t y g o v e r n m e n t m i g h t be to pass o n the s a v i n g i n 
cost o f service i n the present s l u m areas w h i c h w o u l d 
be e l imina ted w i t h decent hcnising. 

O n I hursday evening, there were t w o d i n n e r a n d 
{Continued on page 10) 

The Days of the 
Old Drop Cord 
Are Past 

B U T in many homes the same wiring remains—obsolete and 
inadequate to meet the greater demands imposed by the increased uses of electricity 
in homes of today. 
Lighting in the "drop cord days" called for only a moderate flow of electricity. The 
situation is different today—improved lighting, numerous appliances in daily use call 
for more circuits, more outlets and switches. Adequate wiring provides for these, afford­
ing a "larger flow" of electricity and enables the modern home owner to use electricity 
more efficiently, economically and conveniently. 
When planning new homes or the remodeling of old homes, our trained Wiring Engi­
neers will gladly check your wiring plans. No charge. No obligation. Phone Daly 6600. 
Extension 306. 
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