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indall's mu'Iti-St'ory'construction for prestige
office park development ... produces attractive,
fire resistant, energy efficient facilities.

At lowest first cost for multi-level offices, Vantage Space offers
faster construction, lower insurance premiums and more open
space than competing systems.

Specify fast, economical construction on your next office project

. . . T ““ When we promise delivery, it happens.
and experience the benefits of single-source responsibility for When we say TOTAL SERVICE, we mean it.”
structure and cladding. That's Vantage Space, and that means

Tindall. Call us today for details. The Budigetmakers

TINDALL CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC. e P.O. BOX 1778  SPARTANBURG, S.C. 29304 TELEPHONE (803) 576-3230 (©1983




nly natural

to consider David Allen Company a valuable source of
information. With sixty years of experience, we welcome
the opportunity to provide you with technical information,
specifications, product recommendations or budget prices
on files, terrazzo, acoustical, resilient flooring, special flooring,
marble and movable partitions. Give us a cal] at 919-821-7100.

D=¢ DAVID ALLEN COMPANY
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HOW IBM WILL SAVE $420,000
ON ITS POWER BILL.

When [BM deaide RE locate a new
manufacturing and development
complex in Mecklenburg Countyin
was looking for wavs 1o make the fa-
cility A eneray efficient as possible.
That's why IBM asked s o work
with its technical specialists from the
carly phases of planning 1o comple-
tion. bul when the potential eneray
savings were totalled irsurprised hoth
of us. In fact, the estimated annual

<avings on power bills are over
SH20.000 from pre-conservation
building desions And for making its
facility so cnergy efficient, IBM has
carned a citation from the South-
castern Flectric Exchanee as the most
outstanding example of energy efti-
cieney in the industrial sector in TS
OF cotrse, every business can't
make such Targe savings. But no mat-
ter how old or how new vour business

may be,how hig orhow small chances
are vou can save on your power bill
And we can help.

To tind out how, call or write James B.
Rickard, General Manager of Eneray
Services, Duke Power, PO Box 33189,
Charlotie, NC 28242, 7043734009,

DUKE POWER

We've glot programs
elp yousave.
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Dear Reader:

The talents of North Carolina architects can be seen in houses on the shores of the
Atlantic Ocean to hospitals on the coast of the Caribbean Sea.

This, the second issue of the new North Carolina Architect, takes you both places.

Our feature on coastal architecture highlights some unique residences at the Outer
Banks and other places along the state’s coast. The area may provide architects an
opportunity to design striking residences in a breathtaking setting, but it also presents
many challenges not found elsewhere.

The trip to the U.S. Virgin Islands takes you to St. Thomas Hospital, a project just
finished by a major Charlotte architectural and engineering firm that is building quite a
reputation in hospital design. The firm’s business is growing so quickly that it was
forced to move into a new office building. The building’s designer says it was the hardest
job he’s ever had for a reason that may not be particularly surprising to many people.

This issue also features a story about a fondly remembered North Carolina architect
who found time to design approximately 500 buildings while also serving as a
Benedictine monk and Catholic priest. The story is written by Paschal Baumstein, a
Benedictine monk with a number of architectural articles to his credit.

Finally, our Off the Drawing Board section tells you about three architects who've
found happiness and personal satisfaction by developing practices away from the state’s
largest cities. The one thing they say they’'ve not found in small towns is a lot of money.

The entire staff of North Carolina Architect hopes you enjoy this issue. If you have
comments, questions or story ideas, please don’t hesitate to call or write.

Sincerely,

wws\mé
Whitney Shaw
Publisher/Editor




Nearly four decades of
service to Engineers,
Architects and Designers.

Upon his return from World
War II, Charles Duncan started
our company as the original
“Ozalid” dealer in the Carolinas.
Consequently, Mr. Duncan be-
came one of the first in the South-
east to assemble the equipment
and pioneer what is now called
Reprographics.

You get fast, economical

Diazo and Xerox printing
at Duncan-Parnell.

Our Diazo and Xerox®
production department is an im-
portant part of Duncan-Parnell’s
service. Our machines are
equipped to handle all orders
promptly — from large blueline

Our fleet of Diazo printers insures quick
turn-around on your orders.

We offer an extensive range of services and supplies for architects, engineers and designers.

prints to small photocopies.
Out-of-town customer
orders are processed and returned
by one of the many overnight
carrier services. As part of our
service we will also retain dupli-
cates of our customers’ tracings
and on their instructions make
and ship prints as designated.
Duncan-Parnell continues
to expand its market area. A new
facility was recently opened in
Charleston in order to provide
better service for many South
Carolina professionals.

Service you can depend on.

We stand behind all prod-
ucts we sell. This guarantee of
satisfaction has made Duncan-
Parnell a leader in the field for
nearly four decades. It's the rea-
son you will enjoy doing business

with us.

@@ Duncan-Parnell, Inc.

Charlotte: 900 S. McDowell Street (704) 372-7766
Raleigh: 400 Glenwood Avenue (919) 833-4677
Winston Salem: 1420 W. First Street (919) 721-1850
N.Charleston: 3025W. Montague Avenue (803) 747-6033

CALL TOLL FREE:
1-800-432-6022 CHARLOTTE
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erald Quick remembers a
recent project in Morehead City
fondly because it showed that
small ideas can often solve big
problems.

Quick’s task was to design a compact
but architecturally unique residence on
the coast of North Carolina, an
environment that can be—at once—both
beautiful and difficult.

“Mother Nature is very tough,” says
Quick, president of Raleigh-based Quick
Associates.

“What you can do in Charlotte and
Raleigh and places like that is very
different from what you can do on the
coast. Materials that would be normal
some places, you wouldn’t dream of using
at the coast.”

Architects seem to be nearly
unanimous in their feelings about coastal
North Carolina architecture: It can be
invigorating, fun and satisfying, but it can
also be fraught with unique challenges and
problems of all types and sizes.

Figure Eght Island residence (left and above) by
Charlotte architect Hal Tribble.
(Photos by Joann Sieburg-Baker)

Many say that beach houses provide an
opportunity to break away from more
traditional residential design as well as a
chance to experiment with building
materials that may not be used as often
elsewhere.

Because of the importance of making
beach residences blend with their
surroundings, many architects say they
devote special attention to things like
exterior sidings, which are made of wood
almost without exception at the beach.
The goal, says Charlotte architect Hal
Tribble, is to make a beach home become
part of its environment. It can be a
difficult task.

Many in the profession say they also
find a unique kind of satisfaction in
planning and designing structures that
will likely have to withstand the fury of
nature at some point. Wind, water and
heat create special problems.

Tribble faced those considerations
recently while designing a 3,000-square-
foot house at Figure Eight Island near
Wilmington. Throughout the design and
construction phases, Tribble kept the
forces of nature in mind.

For example, the roof was installed in a
manner that minimizes possible wind
damage. And the house—like most along
the coast of North Carolina—was built on
pilings eight to ten feet above ground.
Raising a residence off the ground
reduces the likelihood it will be damaged
extensively by standing water or flooding.

Flooding can be a particular problem
after a hurricane or other severe storm
has actually passed because the wind
often shifts and the storm tide returns to
the sea, damaging many of the buildings
in its path.

Raising a house can also make it a more
comfortable place to live, architects say,
because cross-ventilation increases
significantly.

“One of the things you try to achieve is
a lot of ventilation,” Quick says. “Even
though most of these places have air
conditioning, I think most people would
like to use it only as a last resort.”

Tribble, Quick and others say that
nature isn't the only force that must be
reckoned with during the design and
construction of beach houses. There’s also
the maze of federal, state and local

North Carolina Architect 7



regulations detailing what can—and
can't—be done.

Tribble says those regulations range
from the Coastal Area Management Act,
which provides federal protection of
beaches, to local and state building codes
to design requirements that must be met
for a house to be eligible for flood
insurance to the standards individual
developers and resorts set.

At least partly because of the soaring
price of beach property, many developers
, L , are imposing design standards controlling
2 ; , » e the type residence that can be built.

- 1111 . At Figure Eight Island, for example,
plans must be submitted to a design
review committee. The development has
standards for landscaping, building
materials, building height, design, set-
back and similar things.

Most architects say they have no
problem working with such standards if
; ; they are fair and well planned. But many
i 5 N | in the state do wish that construction

. , | standards and codes would be made
‘\ ! A @B ¥ stronger at the beach. Others say the

i
o

. codes are satisfactory, but they argue
! o | tougher enforcement is needed.
“There’s been an awful lot of

Timberlake residence (left) and Lyon residence (vight)
by Wilmington architect Ligon Flynn.

8 North Carolina Architect




.

thiE s in

e

- %
& ‘
iTecy 9\

i Y




USTOM
BRICK CO.

SERVING RALEIGH and
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
COMPLETE DISPLAY
OF SAMPLES

PRODUCTS

FACE BRICK
HAND-MADE BRICK
GLAZED BRICK
GLAZED TILE
PAVERS

SUPPLIERS

Nash Brick Company
Borden Brick
Hanley Company

Taylor Clay Products Company
Boren Clay Products Company

Old Virginia Brick Company
Pee Dee Ceramics Company

(And other manufacturers)

1613 0ld Louisburg Rd., Raleigh, N.C. Ph. 832-2804

Floor and Wall Systems

tested with ANSI certified

instruments to ASTM
Standards.

fr
\Q ROBERT J. COOK
CONSULTANTS, INC.
327 W. Tremont Ave.
Charlotte, NC 28203
Phone 704/334-6358
MEMBER:

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF
ACOUSTICAL CONSULTANTS
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construction at the coast since the last

“You've got more people out there than
ever before. The damage from a really
severe storm could be greater than we've
ever seen. We've all just got to be aware
of the situation and do our best to offset
as much as we can.”

Good design and quality construction
can help tremendously, he adds.

Whether there’s a storm or not,
Raleigh’s Quick says the choice of building
materials is crucial.

“You just have to use as good a quality

really severe weather,” says one architect.

of materials as the client can afford,” he
says. “If you don’t, you'll just have to
replace things eventually.”

He says sliding glass doors, windows
and exterior light fixtures can be
particularly important areas.

Special care must be taken, he says, to
guarantee that water can’t penetrate the

exterior of the house.

“Most of these structures at the coast
are occupied on weekends and for limited
periods of time during the year,” Quick
says. “That means you have to design and
build something that can be secured and

Photo by Joann Sieburg Baker




protected. Ease of cleaning and
maintenance are important, t0o.”

In many cases, owners of beach houses
are looking for a lifestyle that is different

from what they have in their primary
residence, architects say.

“When you go to the beach, you want
things to be more relaxed,” Quick says.

house that is less formal.”

Lastwinter this cozy playroom was justa cold back porch.

Binning’s made it easy.

Eight Bir
it took. This
architects, contrz
using Binning’s products to create exciting
remodeling and renovation projects.

ing’s sliding glass doors was all
s just one of the many ways
rs and homeowne

Binning’s makes full lines of double-pane
sliding glass doors, thermalized windows,

regular replacement windows, and vinyl
replacement windows. And today Binning’s
products are being used to add new beauty,
new light and new ideas to home improvement
projects everywhere.

Backed by The National Gypsum Company
and years of experience, you can trust Binning’s
products to install easily, look great and last
longer. Because Binning’s makes them right.

Sinnings 1 Binnings
Lexingt Building
704/249-6161 Binning'’s helps you build it better. Products

National Gypsum Company
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“People still want the amenities like
telephones, color television and all the
appliances, but they’re usually seeking a
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One good technique, Tribble says, is
using a common area combining the living
room, kitchen and dining areas in a
manner that allows for conversation and
socializing between “rooms”.

“Nobody wants to be left out,” he
explains. “But we also put a lot of nooks
and crannies into these common areas so
individuals can get away if they want.”

Another common design feature, says
Wilmington architect Ligon Flynn, is to
put the primary living areas—kitchen,
dining, master bedroom and more formal
living room—on the second floor.

In addition, architects say it's important
to use decks extensively to maximize the
traffic flow from the inside of the house to
the outside and vice versa.

Tribble says the design of the just
completed Figure Eight home is a “blend
between informal and formal to make it a
real year-round residence.”

Beach houses should be “bright, light
and cheerful with as much glass as
possible,” says Quick, who used just those
features in the Morehead City house,
which is located on Bogue Sound.

Unique half- and quarter-circle
windows provide views to the sound from
the house, which has already been added
to three times.

“It’s a good example of a house that was
started on a modest scale and then
expanded,” Quick says.

That expansion was actually the
construction of a separate, smaller
cottage, which is nowused as a guest house.

The “little” house has 300 square feet
of space; the “big” house has 600 square
feet of space.

“The original intention was to use that
first, bigger house as a guest cottage with
the primary house being built later,”
Quick says. “What the owners found out
after using it a year was that they didn’t
need anything bigger so they built a
smaller guest cottage.”

The two buildings are connected by an
angled deck. Quick says the most recent
addition, which was just completed,
features a glass connector or solarium
between the buildings.

Quick says the entire job has been
particularly enjoyable because it allowed
the development of a fresh environment,
even though he says the client started out
wanting something fairly traditional.

“When you can do that, it’s fun,” Quick
says. “And it’s also satisfying when you
can do something that becomes part of its
surroundings.” L
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Belmont gymnasium

A DIVINE PRACTICE

For more than 60 years, a North Carolina priest was both a Benedictine monk and a nationally

ven today, 20 years after his
death, Michael McInerney
stands as one of North
Carolina’s most unique and
most accomplished architects.

In an architectural career spanning
more than 60 years, McInerney designed
more than 500 buildings, including 27
hospitals, 100 major churches and 100
smaller churches, 200 schools and
institutions, 18 convents and 10 gyms.
Many are still in use.

But McInerney was also a Benedictine
monk and Catholic priest.

Born in 1877, McInerney became
interested in buildings when he started
working with his father, a stone
contractor in Pennsylvania. When he was
15, McInerney became an apprentice
architect; eight years later, he was named
a partner in the firm.

At about the same time, though,
Mclnerney moved to Belmont, where he

Interior, Saint Michael Church, Wheeling, W. Va.

recogmized architect.

entered Saint Mary’s College, which was
later renamed Belmont Abbey College.
His talents as an architect were quickly
put to work when the College Building at
Belmont burned, destroying all but the
brick shell. McInerney volunteered to
stay at school during the summer to help
rebuild the structure.

And even though it was clear that a
lucrative career in architecture was on the
horizon, McInerney decided to enter the
Benedictine monastery at Saint Mary’s
College in 1902, taking the name Michael,
his father’s name. Four years later, he
received permission to commit himself for
life to the monastery.

During his first four years in religious
life, he had completed most of his
seminary work, designed a small school,
worked on the monastery farm, served as
a prefect in the college, directed the
senior study hall, served as disciplinarian
and as advisor to the baseball team.

By Paschal Baumstein

Father Michael McInerney
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Even before the time of his solemn
profession, plans were unveiled for a new
building by Father Michael at Saint
Mary’s. The single structure was to reflect
the Abbey’s commitment to educating a
young man’s body and spirit as well as his
mind, and McInerney had to express
these values within the limits of his
struggling college’s extremely modest
budget.

He accomplished his task in a three-
story, German Gothic Revival (or, as he
called it, “American Benedictine”) brick
building that housed a gymnasium,
rehearsal hall, music studios, classrooms,
darkroom, billiards facilities and, on the
top level, a grand dramatic hall seating 300.

Construction on Saint Leo Hall, as it
would be named, had been started in
February 1906, and its form was
dominating Belmont's south campus even
as McInerney was in the Abbey Church at
center-campus committing himself to a
lifetime as a Benedictine monk. Until his
death in 1963, these two features—
religious life and architecture—were his
passions.

A few years earlier, Rome had named
Mclnerney’s Abbot, Leo Haid, as the
bishop of North Carolina, and from that
appointment came the impetus for the
younger monk’s successful career in

Saint Benedict Church,
Baltimore

design. An ambitious builder, Haid put
Mclnerney’s architectural talents to work
throughout the state. There were
churches, schools and rectories to be
built, and as word spread, Mclnerney’s
designs began appearing in other states
and eventually across the country. He
designed churches, hospitals, barns, well-
houses and schools; he taught
mathematics and mechanical drawing in
the college; he taught English, history
and math in the preparatory school, and
he was also a prefect in the schools. In
addition, he served as a consultant on
questions of ecclesiastical and hospital

16 North Carolina Architect




architecture.

The priest-architect also branched into
other types of design work. He conceived
ornamentation, chalices, candle sticks,
sanctuary lamps and similar furnishings
for his buildings.

Throughout his career, McInerney
insisted on supervising his construction
activities personally. In 1937, for example,
the architect could be found trying to
keep an eye on projects in six different
states at once. But his talents obviously
paid off; his fees kept Belmont Abbey
solvent during the Depression years.

Saint Joseph’s Hospital, Asheville

Saint Peter’s Rectory, McKeesport, Pa.

Despite the imposing quantity of his
work, Father Michael never sacrificed the
creativity that first earned him
professional recognition. His special gift
was for lending beauty to simple box-like
forms. Virtually all of Father Michaels
work was designed to meet a minimal
budget, so the architect developed a
talent for embellishments in brick, in
windows, in special roofs and doors.
Mclnerney created a barn with gothic
arches, a well-house with dormer
windows, simple wooden churches with
towers and borders. And he signed each
structure with a long-shafted cross,
sometimes conspicuous and sometimes
hidden among the brick patterns. It was
an anonymous signature speaking more of
his other endeavors.

His work included major hospitals like
Saint Joseph’s in Asheville and institutions
like the Catholic Orphanage in Nazareth,
Pa., and parts of the Saint Stanislaus
Orphanage in Naticoke, Pa. He designed
the Cathedral Academy in Raleigh,
Benedictine Military College in Richmond
and Wheeling W. Va., Hospital Nursing
School; his gymnasia were built in

BUSINESS TELEPHO
NEEDS,WE'VE GOT
YOUR NUMBER.

Whether you need 4 telephones or 12,000, we've got an
NEC system that can be tailored to your business. Not
only do our systems save you money, but they give you
features you never had before. Key system or PABX,
you also get today’s newest and most reliable electronic
technology. And because we’re NEC Telephones’ local
authorized distributor, service is rapid and responsive.
We've got your number. Give us a call at ours.

crescent industries
123 LONGALE RD.
GREENSBORO

(919) 294-6325
SERVING NC, SC and VA

Authorized Distributor

NEC
NEC Telephones, Inc.
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McInerney’s rendering of Saint Michael Church

The Better
To Serve...

There’s a bold, strong, new look to the Holly Hill
plant of Santee where major projects have been com-
pleted to increase production capability.

A 3,500 hp cement grinding mill, a 100,000 ton clinker stor-
age dome and an overhead coal-handling system have changed
the skyline and added muscle to the manufacturing operations.

This all means a greater supply of Santee cements and MORTA-
MIX masonry cements for customers throughout the Carolinas and
adjoining states.

Santee is ready! Contact your market manager for prompt delivery of
high quality Santee products.

SANTEE
TOLL FREE = l

North Carolina 1-800/845-1120 A Subsidiary of DUNDEE Cement Company
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Belmont, Charleston, New York and
elsewhere. His churches range from the
magnificent Saint Benedict Church in
Baltimore to the more severe and
monumentally themed Saint Michael
Church in Wheeling, and the much
smaller Chapel of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus in Pinehurst.

The Reverend Father Michael
Mclnerney died in March 1963 at
Charlotte’s Mercy Hospital. Ironically, he
had designed the hospital’s original
complex of buildings, the nursing schools
and the convent in which the hospital’s
Sisters lived. He was buried at Belmont
Abbey, surrounded by the monuments of
his art and spirit.

[ |

Paschal Baumstein is the archivist at
Belmont Abbey and Belmont Abbey
College. He is the author of numerous
articles, including two other studies in
architectural history associated with
Michael McInerney. His most recent
work in the field of architecture was a
history of Belmont Abbey Cathedral
published in the summer 1983 edition
of Crescat. [ ]
— —
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ENTHUSIASTIC

SPECIALISTS

A Charlotte architectural and
engineering firm creates a national
reputation in hospital design.

Imost from the start, it was clear
that St. Thomas Hospital was not
going to be a typical project for
The Freeman-White Associates.
Not only was the Virgin Islands’

hospital a long way from the architectural
and engineering firm’s Charlotte
headquarters, just finding out about the
project was a unique stroke of luck.

While vacationing in St. Thomas
roughly five years ago, a young Freeman-
White architect read a newspaper story
about plans to build a new hospital. A
short time later, the firm sent information
about its skills and qualifications to
government officials in the U.S. Virgin
Islands and waited for some sort of
response. A year later, Freeman-White
was invited to compete against 36 firms
from throughout the country that also
specialize in health care facilities.

Winning such an intense competition
was but another step in the development
of Freeman-White as one of the country’s
leading firms in the design and planning of
hospitals.

Nearly all of the firm’s business is
related to health care. Of more than 100
jobs on an April project list, fewer than
five were in other areas, and one of those
was the firm’s own office building.

With that specialization has come the
type of expertise that can open doors far
beyond North Carolina.

“We're emerging as a national firm and
not just as one in North Carolina, South
Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee and West
Virginia,” says Freeman-White’s Jack
Bennett, vice president for building
design.

“I'd say we're among about 12 firms
recognized nationally in health care.”

Such a reputation does not develop
overnight. Freeman-White has been
focusing its talents on health care facilities
for nearly 40 years, and it now employs
70 to 75 professionals in offices in

Photography by Rick Alexander

Florence, S.C.’s McLeod Regional Medical Center at dusk (left) and glass-sheathed exterior of Lexington
Memorial Hospital (above).
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Charlotte, Tampa and Columbia. “Not one of our health care facilities special equipment used to diagnose and

Freeman-White ha§ done e>_(ten.sive looks the same as another,” Bennett adds. | treat patients, nursing stations, operating
wprk onN.C. Memona} H(_)spltal in Chapel | “That’s because no two of our clients have | rooms and similar areas.
Hill, Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro, | the same needs.” After those needs have been evaluated,

Richland Memorial Hospital in Columbia,
S.C., the Veterans Administration
Hospital in Salisbury and Pitt County
Memorial Hospital in Greenville.

The design of an increasing number of
hospitals and medical facilities is going to
firms specializing in the field, largely
because codes governing such projects
are complex, strict and constantly
changing.

“The majority of our architects and
engineers have spent their entire career
in health care,” says Bev Freeman, the
firm’s president. “We hire people with
backgrounds in every area and not just
with hospital and health care training,
although that certainly helps. One thing
we do ask is if hospitals and health care is
what someone wants to do professionally.
That is important.”

And while Freeman-White principals
stress the advantage of specialization,
they also admit there are dangers a firm
must try to avoid.

Bennett says when a firm specializes in
a particular field, it often forgets to
continue developing unique designs and
new ideas. The tendency, he says, is to

trea.t eYery project the .Sam?’ drawing Pitt County Memorial Hospital, Greenville, N.C.
design ideas from previous jobs.

Freeman-White has been able to avoid When Freeman-White begins a hospital | the interior of the hospital is designed.
that trap, Bennett says, although it “does project, it turns first to an assessment of “Then you make sure it all flows
use components from one project when the facility’s “internal” needs—the efficiently,” says Bennett. “Finally, you
they meet the criteria of another job. number and types of rooms, places for design the outside to make sure it is an

McLeod Regional Medical Center, Florence, S.C.
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aesthetically pleasing facility.”
The process can take years. Freeman-

White started work on a master plan for

Richland Memorial three years ago, and

consideration for more than 15 years.
“We’ve designed all of our facilities so

that any expansion that may be needed

can be done without interrupting the

4

Lobby of Pitt County Memorial Hospital.

the master plan for Pitt County’s hospital
is still being expanded, 18 years after it
was first drawn. In Chapel Hill, parts of
N.C. Memorial Hospital have been under

St. Thomas Hospital, U.S. Virgin Islands

existing structure,” says Bennett.

The McLeod Regional Medical Center
in Florence, S.C., for example, was
designed for rapid expansion, with the

special care areas—intensive care and
coronary care—being especially flexibile.

Even though Freeman-White
approaches each project individually, it’s
not afraid to repeat ideas that work or to
refine previous ideas to meet a new
demand.

Greenville’s 556-bed Pitt County
Memorial Hospital provides some
examples. Designed as a four-story
building since the ground in the area was
poor, Pitt Memorial features central
nursing stations at the heart of a
“snowflake” of rooms. By using this
approach, Freeman-White was able to put
48 beds within 32 feet of a nursing
station. The layout allows nurses to offer
better, more constant care and attention
since it is easier to monitor activities in
several rooms at once.

Freeman-White used a similar idea in
Lexington Memorial Hospital, which was
completed last September. The hospital’s
intensive care unit features a nursing
station in the middle of a semi-circle of
beds, allowing nurses and doctors to see
the faces of all patients at once.

The Lexington hospital was designed
as a one-story building since the facility
treats a large number of people on an out-
patient basis.

Freeman say paying attention to such
local needs is important.

The St. Thomas hospital was designed,
for example, with the knowledge that the
residents using the facility would rather
sleep with the windows of their rooms
open instead of using air conditioning.
Bennett says the building was designed to
allow maximum air movement and
circulation.

One thing Freeman-White had a
difficult time planning for on the St.
Thomas project was the need to use local
labor. Bennett estimates construction
costs ran 40 percent higher than they
would have elsewhere, at least partly
because laborers are given approximately
35 legal holidays a year. The task was
made even more difficult by the project’s
exceptionally tight budget.

Even so, Freeman, the firm’s
president, says the project proves one
point, at least.

“This is an architectural firm
enthusiastic about specialization. That's
how we got the Virgin Islands job.”

It’s also been important to the firm’s
growth beyond the Carolinas. Freeman
says the Florida market, served by an
office in Tampa, is especially promising. g
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TOUGHEST
CI_IENT Designing an office for 70 architects 1s

1 far from simple.

Photography by Rick Alexander

he hardest job Jack Bennett has
ever approached was designing
his firm’s office building.

“That’s because the client
consisted of 70 architects,” says the vice
president of The Freeman-White
Associates Inc.

The results of Bennett’s efforts are far
from ordinary. Located in suburban
Charlotte in an area more known for office
and industrial parks, Freeman-White’s
new headquarters has been designed with
the same efficiency the firm seeks in its
other work.

Perhaps the most striking feature is a
large room housing nearly 70 architects,
engineers and designers. Each has his or
her own work space, but there are private
offices only for the firm’s top executives.

Bennett says the open work space
increases communication between people
working on the same or similar projects.
The result, he says, is increased
productivity.

When the firm announced it was
moving from downtown Charlotte,
Bennett says a number of employees
complained. Since the building opened in
December, however, there have been no

complaints. Freeman-White's recently opened headquarters features walls of glass oz{erlooking wooded area.
Freeman-White considered moving its Large, airy room houses nearly 70 architects, engineers and designers.

interior design business, Omnia Design,
from downtown Charlotte as well but
abandoned that plan when it became clear
the firm’s architects and engineers would
need all of the new office space.

Part of the new office building has been
devoted to the firm’s computer-aided
drafting system, which was installed in July.

Freeman-White traces its development
to 1892, when Charles C. Hook opened an
office. At the time, Hook was the only
architect in the state, and he later became
the first licensed architect in the state.
The firm has been practicing continuously
since 1892 and became Freeman-White
when Walter Hook, son of the founder,
died in 1963.

Since 1946, the firm has concentrated
almost exclusively on the design of
hospitals and related medical care
facilities. @
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There’s Only
One Perfect Brick.
That's Why We Make
SoMany Kinds.

The architect for this office
building wanted a rustic brick
to soften the modern lines. He
wanted a brick that would look
good with colored mortar, that
blended with the color of the
native soil. He looked at lots of
samples-only Borden’s Early
American measured up.

Perhaps there’s just one brick
that’s perfect for your building

Blue Ridge Office Building in Raleigh, NC

design -just one with the combi-
nation of color, shape and texture
you want.That’s why Borden
makes thousands of different
kinds of brick. Chances are
we make exactly what you're
looking for.

Don't settle for less than
perfect Whatever brick you need,
call us.

Baorden

BRICK AND TILE CO.

In North Carolina call 1-800-672-0051
Outside North Carolinacall I-.f)I.‘)—S.‘)(i-824I




