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Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company’s new General Office
Building in Jacksonville, Fla.

KEMP, BUNCH & JACKSON, A.L.A., Jacksonville, Fla., Architects;
JOHN L. McCOLLOUGH, Jacksonville, Fla., Engineer;
DANIEL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY OF FLORIDA, Jacksonville, Contractors.

BUILDING THAT SPEAKS. ..

Atlantic Coast Line Railroad’s new general office
building speaks, industrially, - of imagination,
foresight, and faith in the future of a progres-
sive area.

Architecturally, it speaks of creative scope
and a skilled use of the latest materials and
techniques.

In this important project, Solite lightweight
structural concrete played a number of im-
portant roles. Selected for its light weight and
durability, it was used over cellular steel decks,
for structural concrete decks, and to form cants,
saddles and crickets on roof decks. The result:
a saving on cost with no sacrifice in quality —

Wherever you find imaginative and
effective new construction techniques
at work — you are apt to find Solite.
It is a natural choice for building.

through reducing dead weight in the structure
of the building, reducing load on the foundation
system, and reducing the number of piles
required.

Again, Solite was used in the building’s pre-
cast concrete exterior spandrel panels. These
sandwich panels were centered with 1”7 glass
fiber insulation, faced with integrally cast glass
mosaic tile and fastened to the building by bolts
and clips. Thus, they actually served as a com-
plete prefabricated exterior wall, requiring no
further materials or work. The result: a con-
siderable saving in dead weight and erection
time as compared . with conventional construc-
tion methods.

TN

] PLANTS:
LEAKSVILLE JUNCTION, VA,
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLA.
OFFICES:
BETHESDA. MD.
CHARLOTTE, N.C

JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

FOR BETTER BUILDING—The professional service of an architect or engineer can
save you time and money...assure the integrity of design for lasting satisfaction.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Our chapter administrative of-
fice in Raleigh has on hand the
following sound colored films and
colored slides:

"’Buildings For Business’’

“A Place To Worship”
""Architecture In North Carolina”
(Slides — 4 sets of 25 each)

“"What Is A House?"’
g “Architecture U. S. A.”
CLEMMER "A School For Johnny"’

Another colored sound film entitled “"Designing
A Better Tomorrow — A Career In Architecture’’
has been produced recently by the Institute and
likely will be added to our film library. All of
these are excellent productions. Every month or
two the Memo Newsletter announces some addi-
tionally issued public relations materials of one
kind or another.

Any or all of these films, slides and other mate-
rials are available to any individual Chapter member
or group. Chapter-owned films and slides cost you
nothing but postage one way. Leaflets and other
materials are very nominal in cost. Films from the
Institute require a small rental fee and postage
one way.

Our purpose in bringing up this subject is two-
fold.

(1) To remind ourselves that we have at our
disposal an abundance of public relations
materials.

(2) To point out the fact that these materials
are not being used by our membership
as much as they should be.

These valuable tools have been provided for us
because they were needed. Many of us are
passing up another opportunity for public service
and education by failure to present these docu-
ments as programs at schools, colleges, civic clubs,
public boards, church activity groups and the like.

From time to time during the past several years
this column has emphasized the fact that more and
better public relations is the answer to many of
the Architect’s daily problems. We believe this
to be an established fact. Full utilization of these
excellent public relations tools to their intended
purpose would accomplish, in our opinion, another
stage of advancement in this constantly needed
process.

Plans are shaping up nicely for our forty-sixth
annual Chapter Meeting in Raleigh, for the jointly
sponsored state-wide 1960 School Planning Con-
ference and for the South Atlantic Regional Con-
ference in Winston-Salem. Consult the magazine
calendar for dates and elsewhere for other details.
The most important thing now is for you to make
immediate plans to attend all three of these signifi-
cant events.

Robert L. Clemmer, President
N. C. Chapter, A.l A,

ARCHITECTURAL
CALENDAR

DECEMBER 1: Durham Council of Architects,
Harvey's.

DECEMBER 2: Charlotte Council of Architects, Chez
Montet, Charlotte.

DECEMBER 2: N. C. State Art Society Annual Meet-
ing, Hotel Sir Walter, Raleigh.

DECEMBER 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Architects Guild of
High Point, K & W Restaurant.

DECEMBER 3, 17: Raleigh Council of Architects,
S & W Cafeteria.

DECEMBER 8-9: Quality Concrete Conference, N. C.
State College, Raleigh.

DECEMBER 11: Materials of Construction Conference,
School of Design, N. C. State College,
Raleigh.

DECEMBER 15: Winston-Salem Council of Architects,
Y.W.C.A.

DECEMBER 28-31: Winter Series Examinations by
the N. C. Board of Architecture, at N. C.
State College School of Design.

JANUARY 1: Deadline for items for this publication’s
next issue.

JANUARY 15: Deadline for submissions in AIA
1960 Honor Awards Program and 1960
Homes For Better Living Awards.

JANUARY 28-30: N. C. Chapter American Institute
of Architects Annual Meeting, Hotel Sir
Walter, Raleigh.

JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 3: N. C. Board of Archi-
tecture Meeting, Raleigh.

FEBRUARY 16: Producers Council Seminar on Roof-
ing, Charlotte.

MARCH 15-16: Exhibit of Church Designs, Nashville,
Tenn.

APRIL 19-20: AIA Annual Meeting, San Francisco,
California.

MAY 3-5: Conference on Church Architecture, Min-
neapolis, Minn.

MAY 12-14: Southeastern Region AIA Conference,
Winston-Salem.

Make Reservations Now
Annual Meeting

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER
AMERICAN INSTITUTE
OF ARCHITECTS

JANUARY 28-30, 1960

Hotel Sir Walter Raleigh, N. C,

THE NOVEMBER 1959 SOUTHERN ARCHITECT



PUBLIC
BUILDINGS

In the midst of the current consideration of the
proposed 41% million dollar legislative building, a
respected elder citizen proposed that if the present
capitol building is not adequate to do its job, then tear
it down and build a new and more adequate capitol in
its place. Fortunately, this dynamic and efficient ap-
proach to the problem has not met with popular favor.
It is hoped that, among others, there are two major
reasons for this: one, the State Capitol is a work of
architecture worthy of a long and illustrious life; the
other being that the State Capitol it a symbol of
popular government—good or bad, liberal or conserva-
tive, budget holding or spendthrift. This symbolism
is good and important. Every civilization and every
government, regardless of type, has held such a symbol
of order and authority to be important.

Indeed, it has been so important in this section
of the country that we find this symbol repeated to a
lesser extent in many of our county seats—a monu-
mental building dominating the community from a
place of prominence, if mnot actually on the central
square. Beautiful old Orange County Courthouse,
published in the September issue of this magazine and
the Davidson County Courthouse in this issue are
excellent examples. Tt is also true that many City Halls
throughout the state have similar qualities.

All of these buildings are of historical styles and
their monumental symbolism and Spartan quarters
seem expressive of the much lamented Jeffersonian
demoecracy which shared its beginnings with the earliest
of them. Conversely, however, they are for the most
part unsuited for present day bureaucracies. Municipal
buildings of today must houte a myriad of govern-
mental functions that would make Thomas Jefferson
orbit in outer space. Not only must they facilitate the
traditional administrative, legislative and judicial func-
tions, space must also be provided for public services,
education, welfare, planning, health and so on ad infini-
tum. All this calls for greater public aceess in this auto-
motive age and is complicated by the high cost of land
and construction. Thus, it goes without saying that the
contemporary municipal building must be functional
and efficient; but by so being, the historical style of
the past goes out the window (or window-wall) and
with it the historical symbolism.

Except in the case of what might be called historical
monuments, our traditional symbols of order and au-
thority have been lost to us. If we hold such symbols
to be important, we must now find others.
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County operations outgrew the available space
in the Courthouse and the Agriculture Office Build-
ing. The Commissioners decided to erect a new
building across the street from their two existing
buildings.

The program called for space for the Board of
Education, the Board of Public Welfare, the Agri-
culture Conservation Office, a Commissioners’
Meeting Room, and an area for future expansion.
The unassigned area was later assigned to the
County Library.

Provisions were made for the addition of air
conditioning. Terrazzo floors were used through-
out the building. Walls were plastered and ceilings
were finished with acoustical plaster. All cabinets
were built-in, :

Construction was completed in January 1958.

GATES COUNTY
OFFICE BUILDING

architect
OWEN F. SMITH
raleigh

general coni;rogfbr
D. J. TINKHAM
ahoskie
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MORGANTON, N. C.
POLICE AND FIRE DEPT.

architects
HARRELL AND CLARK, A.lLA.
hickory

contractor
W. R. PATTON CONSTRUCTION CO.

morganton

The Town of Morganton bought two adjoining
buildings. One was an abandoned service station
and the other an abandoned furniture store. The
architects job was to convert these two buildings
into a handsome municipal structure. The photo-
graphs show before and after. Floor levels were
different throughout the two buildings and the
interior required moving of some walls. Most of
the interior space, however, was one big open space
which simplified our problem somewhat. The struc-
ture provides the following areas or rooms — a
waiting room, duty officer, police chief, fire chief,
other offices, dormitory, apparatus room, kitchen,
meter repair, and a court room. Floors are terrazzo,
with the exception of the apparatus room which is
quarry tile. Woalls are paneled with mahogany
paneling and pegboard. Ceilings are acoustical
plaster. The building is air conditioned with heat
pumps. Exterior is faced with Mosaic Stone,
Spectrim, and glazed brick.
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The need for more space in the present County
Courthouse building, of classical design, and the
wish to consolidate county agencies now housed in
various neighborhood buildings, prompted the bond
issue for a new County Office Building, construction
on the approximate 100,000 square foot unit is
scheduled to begin about January 1, 1960. It will
have direct connection to the existing Courthouse
and house the Welfare Departments, the Elections
Board (Ground Floor), County Tax Offices (Main
Floor), Juvenile and Domestic Relations facilities
(Third Floor), County School Offices (Fourth Floor),
and cafeteria for office workers in the penthouse.
The basement will contain mechanical equipment
and storage areas. This building is the first of a
civic group planned for an area now occupied by
sub-standard dwellings.

After preliminary studies, it was decided to leave
the monumental Courthouse on the square block
with its setting of open space, and place the new
offices on the block to the rear of the present
building, connecting the two by a pedestrian bridge
over heavily trafficked Fourth Street. In order to
give the two buildings a feeling of unity, it was felt
that the new building should be of reinforced con-
crete and designed to reflect the masonry quality,
symmetry, and repose of iis partner.

8

COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
CHARLOTTE, N. C.
architects:

SLOAN & WHEATLEY
charlotte

consulting engineers, mechanical engineers:

BRYAN & McDOWELL

structural engineers:

W. H. GARDNER, JR. & ASSOCIATES
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