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Editoria 
In M e m o r i a m : 

Our c o m m u n i t y lost a g o o d 
archi tect when Paul Roberson 
passed away ear l ier th i s year 
fo l l ow ing a l ong s iege of i l l ness . 

Paul achieved a great deal in a brief 
l i fe, f rom Presidency of the 
M iss iss ipp i Chapter to a rch i tec t of 
impor tan t b u i l d i n g s . 

I knew h im at the Greenv i l le o f f i ce 
of Vi rden and Roberson , where 
pho tographs of several Roberson 
des igned , award w i n n i n g p ro jec ts 
hung in a row. He was a no -nonsense , 
non-doc t ra ina i re mode rn i s t w h o s e 
work inc luded the chape l at 
M iss iss ipp i Val ley Sta te and the 
Federal Bu i l d i ng in J a c k s o n . Several 
members of h is c lass at A u b u r n have 
sa id , " H e was the best des igner in 
the c l a s s . " 

As a teacher, he looked over my 
shou lder and those of o ther young 
a rch i tec ts w i t h cons tan t pos i t i ve 
advice. Paul c o u l d hand le s t ruc tu ra l 
ca lcu la t ions and f i gu re h is o w n loads 
as he ph i l osoph ized abou t the 
" w h y ' s " of bu i l d i ng ' s b e i n g . 

As a wri ter and ed i to r , he managed 
th i s magazine for years and 
cons is tan t l y p roduced g o o d copy on 
wo r thwh i l e t o p i c s . He loved the 
Mississippi Architect and spent his 
l im i ted energy and days t owa rd i ts 
fur therance before he passed the 
man t le on to m e . 

Paul was a gen t l e , f u n n y man 
w h o loved his p ro fess i on , h is h o m e , 
and h is f r iends . At a t i m e w h e n loud 
vo ices and fash ion o c c u p y t he 
press 's a t t e n t i o n , remember Paul — 
a good arch i tect w h o worked qu ie t ly 
and wel l and lef t us u n s p o k e n , 
e loquent g i f t s of r emembrance . 

FA.I.A. Inductee 
David M. T r ig ian i , FAIA has been 

advanced to the Col lege of Fe l lows 
of The Amer ican Ins t i tu te of 
A rch i tec ts . Fe l l owsh ip is a l i f e t ime 
honor bes towed for no tab le 
con t r i bu t i ons to the p ro fess ion of 
arch i tec ture . There was a fo rma l 
invest i ture of the 1985 Fe l lows on 
Monday , June 10 at the 1985 AIA 
Nat ional Convent ion in San 
Franc isco. 

Mr. T r ig ian i , an o f f i ce r in the local 
f i rm of Canizaro Tr ig ian i A rch i tec ts , 
has comb ined his a rch i tec tu ra l 
career w i t h c o m m u n i t y serv ice. He 
has served the State Chapter of the 
Amer ican Ins t i tu te of A rch i tec ts as 
President . He helped organ ize and is 
the f i rst cha i rman of the Adv isory 
Counc i l for the M iss i ss i pp i State 
Univers i ty Schoo l of Ach i tec tu re , 
where he f requent ly serves on des ign 
ju r ies . Mr. Tr ig ian i served on the AIA 
Regional Board of Superv isors and 
chaired the 25th Gul f States Regional 
Conven t ion . Na t iona l l y , Mr. Tr ig ian i 
has been a member of the AIA Design 
Commi t t ee and the 1984 Reso lu t i ons 
C o m m i t t e e . He was se lec ted to work 
w i t h the Nat ional Arch i tec tu ra l 
Acc red i t i ng Board (for schoo l s of 
arch i tecture) . Mr. Tr ig ian i has served 
on the General Services 
Admin i s t r a t i on Region 4 Adv isory 
Panel , and as ins t ruc to r for the 
I l l umina t ing Engineer ing Soc ie ty . He 
is an Arb i t ra to r for the Amer i can 
Arb i t ra t ion A s s o c i a t i o n . 

As a des igner and p r i nc ipa l , 
Tr ig ian i has been involved in des ign 
pro jects receiv ing loca l , s ta te and 
nat ional r ecogn i t i on . S ince 1974 h is 
f i rm has received 9 Honor Awards 
f rom the M iss i ss ipp i Chapter and the 
Gulf States R e g i o n / A I A . 

Mr. Tr ig ian i has vo lunteered his 
t ime to many cu l t u ra l , char i tab le and 
civic o rgan iza t ions . As a Board 
member of the M iss i ss i pp i Art 
Assoc ia t i on he p layed an act ive role 
in i ts t rans i t i on to corpora te 
s t ruc ture and the move to the new 
M u s e u m . He has served on the 
Museum's C o u n c i l , and as 
v ice-chai rman of the A c c e s s i o n s / 
Co l lec t ions C o m m i t t e e . He is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of 
the M iss i ss ipp i Ar ts Fes t iva l . He has 
been an act ive fund-ra iser for 
numerous local char i t i es , i nc lud ing 

the H i n d s Coun ty K idney F o u n d a t i o n 
w h i c h he served as p res iden t . 

Mr. T r ig ian i is an ac t ive m e m b e r of 
St . R ichard C h u r c h , where he has 
been Vice President of the Par ish 
C o u n c i l . He has worked w i t h the 
Ca tho l i c D iocese t h rough t h e 
D iocesan Pastora l C o u n c i l . A 
g radua te of the Univers i ty of No t re 
Dame, he has been Pres ident of t he 
State Chapter of the Not re Dame 
A l u m n i A s s o c i a t i o n and a m e m b e r of 
the No t re Dame A l u m n i Sena te . 

He is mar r ied to the f o r m e r Jean 
Can izaro . They have t w o c h i l d r e n — 
Ela ine, a s o p h o m o r e at the Un ive rs i t y 
of No t re Dame and David, a s e c o n d 
year s tuden t at St. Joseph ' s H i g h 
S c h o o l . 



Contractors Round lable 

by David Sachs , AIA 

Background 
Each year t he Pres ident o f t he 

M i s s i s s i p p i Chapter of the Amer ican 
Ins t i t u te of A r ch i t ec t s (AIA) is asked 
to speak before o ther p ro fess iona l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n assoc ia t i ons . The 1984 
Pres iden t , Robert Canizaro, AIA saw 
separate inv i ta t i ons to speak before 
the A s s o c i a t i o n of General 
Con t rac to rs (AGC) , The Amer i can 
Subcon t rac to r s A s s o c i a t i o n (ASA) , 
and the A s s o c i a t i o n of Bu i lde rs and 
Con t rac to rs (ABC) as an o p p o r t u n i t y 
to enhance coope ra t i on a m o n g the 
par t ies involved in the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p rocess . Be l iev ing that a m o r e open 
d i a l ogue between the g r o u p s w o u l d 
lead to more e f fec t i ve re la t ions 
t h r o u g h o u t the b u i l d i n g i ndus t r y , he 
used the mee t i ngs to l i s ten to the 
conce rns of the m e m b e r s h i p of these 
s o m e t i m e s adversar ia l g r o u p s . He 
asked these g r o u p s to te l l h i m "wha t 
they w o u l d l ike to te l l a rch i tec ts in 
t he s t a t e . " Sma l l g r o u p s were asked 
to deve lop and pr io r i t i ze a l is t of 
conce rns w h i c h they t h o u g h t 
a rch i tec ts ough t to hear. These 
conce rns fo rmed the bas is for a 
" r o u n d t a b l e " d i s c u s s i o n be tween 
the representa t ives of these g roups . 
W i l l i a m (Bi l ly ) Ware , Jr. of M id-Sta te 
C o n s t r u c t i o n C o m p a n y represented 
the A G C , M.C. (Red) Vaughn of 
Vaughn C o n s t r u c t i o n C o m p a n y 
represented the ASA, J i m N ick les of 
N ick les & We l l s C o n s t r u c t i o n 
C o m p a n y represented the A B C and 
Rober t V . M . (Bob) Ha r r i son , FA IA , 
represented the AIA. Th is d i s c u s s i o n 
t ook p lace on March 18, 1985 at the 
M i s s i s s i p p i Research and 
Deve lopment Center before Robert 
Ha r r i son ' s p ro fess iona l p rac t i ce 
c lass of the M i s s i s s i p p i S ta te Schoo l 
of A rch i tec tu re — a f i f t h year g roup . 

F o l l o w i n g an i n t r o d u c t i o n by 
Pro fessor Dan Benne t t , the g roup 
a t tacked the prev ious ly ou t l i ned 
t o p i c s . 

P rob lems d i scussed by g roup 
m e m b e r s ranged f r om the general to 
t h e pa r t i cu la r : m a n y of the f i rs t 
d i s c u s s i o n s cen te red on spec i f i c 
p r o b l e m s of the m e c h a n i c s of the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n p rocess — spec ia l ly in 

the re la t ionsh ips between 
con t rac to rs and subcont rac to rs . 
Later ques t i ons d iscussed by the 
g roup inc luded the archi tect 's role in 
the cons t ruc t i on process — what Is 
he do ing to fac i l i ta te cons t ruc t i on , 
how can he improve his role in the 
p rocess , inc lud ing the role of the 
a rch i tec t ' s cont rac t documen ts 
(p lans and spec i f i ca t ions) . 

Subcontractors 
Typ ica l of subcont rac to rs ' 

concerns was an issue raised by 
M.C. Vaughn of Vaughn and Vaughn 
Cons t ruc t i on Company . Mr. Vaughn 
("Red") expressed the concern for 
h imse l f and for o thers in his indust ry 
that reta ined percentages, when held 
t oo l o n g , can ser ious ly af fect a 
subcon t rac to r ' s prof i t — "he may 
lose al l prof i t if the retainage is held 
t oo l o n g , " he s ta ted . Fur thermore, he 
added that owners in many instances 
have benef ic ia l use of f in ished work 
before the comp le t i on of the who le 
j ob (he c i ted the example of a park ing 
lot w h i c h is comple ted wel l in 
advance of the rest of bu i ld ing 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and is used by the 
owner ) . A l l too f requent ly , he s ta ted , 
the subcon t rac to r who bui l t that 
park ing lot or who moved the earth to 
a l low that lot to be bu i l t , is not paid 
1 0 0 % of h is fee unt i l the rest of the 
bu i l d i ng is comp le ted , perhaps two 
years later. 

W h i l e several members 
unde rs tood the d i l e m m a posed by 
V a u g h n , the members of the g roup 
fel t that th is was an issue that cou ld 
best be answered by a f i rm 
unders tand ing between the general 
con t rac to r and the sub , and that the 
arch i tec t had l i t t le to of fer to the 
s i t u a t i o n , other than to perhaps 
break cer ta in por t ions of the work out 
f r om the substant ia l comp le t i on 
cer t i f i ca te , at wh ich t ime they w o u l d 
be payable in f u l l . 

Contract Documents 
Arch i t ec t s do have cont ro l over the 

con t rac t d o c u m e n t s , and in that 
c r i t i ca l area, the cont ractors at the 
d i s c u s s i o n had one s imple plea — 
that a rch i tec ts make every e f fo r t to 
make p lans and spec i f i ca t ions clear 
and t h o r o u g h . One indiv idual c i ted 
the case where one s imple 
dec lara t ive sentence in an inch th i ck 
book of spec i f i ca t i ons made a 
$100,000 d i f fe rence in his b i d . There 
was no co r respond ing no ta t ion on 
the p lans , and m iss ing that one 
sen tence c o u l d have cost h im a great 
deal of t ime and expense. 

Canizaro responded that 
a rch i tec tu ra l s tudents are spend ing 
t i m e learn ing that plans and 
spec i f i ca t i ons are comp l imen ta ry , 
and that each is impor tant In 
desc r i b i ng the overall pro ject . He 
said tha t he feels that the current 
c rop of s t uden t s "wi l l be bet ter " In 
t h i s area. 

Written Records 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n (buzz word of the 

decade) was d iscussed by the 
round tab le next , and all agreed that a 
key here was to wr i te every mater ia l 
change to the project d o w n . Verbal 
au tho r i za t i ons and op in ions come 
and go so qu ick l y in the heat of a job 
that the on ly way to sort out the fray 
and make sense of events at a later 
date is to have a wr i t ten record . No 
d isagreement here. 

Construction Time 
On the issue of t i m e l im i t s for 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of a par t icu lar j ob , 
d i s c u s s i o n centered on incent ives or 
pena l t ies as the best ways to achieve 
the g o a l . L iqu ida ted damages 
seemed to be the best means of 
ach iev ing t ime ly c o m p l e t i o n , w i t h 
the s t i pu l a t i on that arch i tec ts check 
c o n s t r u c t i o n t ime f rames w i t h 
con t rac to rs pr ior to set t ing l i m i t s for 
reasonab leness . One par t ic ipant 
sugges ted that a bonus incent ive for 



early comp le t i on be used in 
con junc t i on w i t h l i qu ida ted 
damages. 

Listing Subs 
There was un iversa l agreement 

that subcon t rac to rs s h o u l d be l is ted 
on bid fo rms as a m e t h o d of 
p ro tec t ing subcon t rac to rs f r o m 
having their pr ices " s h o p p e d " by 
general con t rac to rs . W h e n Canizaro 
asked, "How w o u l d th i s benef i t the 
owner? " one con t rac to r responded 
that the owner w o u l d be bet ter served 
s ince he wou ld be assured that the 
subcon t rac to rs pe r fo rm ing h is work 
had not been beat d o w n in pr ice 
shopp ing f o l l o w i n g the award of 
cont rac t . No c o m p r o m i s e s w o u l d 
have been made in the b i d , so no 
corners wou ld need to be cut in the 
f i n i shed p roduc t . W h i l e there was 
d i scuss ion on the " w h y ' s " and 
"where fo re ' s " (how many subs to l ist 
on the bid d o c u m e n t s , h o w to handle 
a l ternates) , the g r o u p recogn ized the 
issue as real, and fe l t t ha t it c o u l d be 
improved by l i s t i ng of 
subcon t rac to rs . 

Addenda 
Cont rac tors present agreed that 

they w ished that there were some sort 
o f c u t o f f dead l ine fo r addenda i tems 
when b idd ing a j o b . Too o f t e n , they 
fe l t , the arch i tect wa i ted un t i l the last 
date to issue subs tan t i ve changes in 
the work , and that ge t t i ng the work 
d o w n the chain of subcon t rac to r s 
and back up aga in was s o m e t i m e s 
very d i f f i cu l t . Canizaro ag reed , but 
s ta ted that the arch i tec t re l ies heavi ly 
on feedback f r o m the con t rac to rs in 
order to issue c l a r i f i ca t i ons to the 
d o c u m e n t s , and that these ques t i ons 
or c la r i f i ca t i ons f requen t l y do not 
com e to the a rch i tec t ' s a t t en t i on 
unt i l the last m i n u t e , w h e n the 
cont rac to r is pu t t i ng toge ther his 
f inal pr ices. 

Specifications 
How well spec i f i ca t i ons 

c o m m u n i c a t e came up nex t , and the 
phrase "or e q u a l " was taken to task 
for lack of c la i r ty and he lp . The 
con t rac to rs felt that if the arch i tec t 
c o u l d l ist three manu fac tu re r s , w i t h 
addresses, then con t rac to rs w o u l d 
have a better idea of exac t ly what 
type of qua l i t y p roduc t s a rch i tec ts 

expected. If an arch i tect is not able 
to f i n d three comparab le 
manufac turers of a par t icu lar 
p roduc t , then he s h o u l d l is t t w o 
manufac turers , and so f o r t h . The 
who le po in t is t o adequate ly descr ibe 
what is desired for the c l ien t . 

Bid Time 
How long s h o u l d con t rac to rs have 

plans and specs in hand before b id 
date? The answers ranged f r om t w o 
days (for the smal les t job) to three 
weeks. Bi l ly Ware desc r ibed how he 
though t a three week b id per iod 
cou ld benef i t f rom a pre-b id 
con fe rence : 

". . .it might help the addendum 
issue. . . It might prompt people to 
go ahead and ask their questions for 
clarification and hopefully get more 
things in one addendum that can be 
{adequately) circulated. And it also 
gives everybody an opportunity to 
deal with the same cards. " 

"I think the whole process is three 
weeks. What I would like to see is 
have two weeks, then the pre-bid 
conference and then go ahead and 
take the bids at the appointed time." 

Equal Treatment 
The con t rac to rs c o m p l a i n e d that 

arch i tec ts are not en fo rc ing 
spec i f i ca t ions on al l par t ies equal ly 
— that in some cases , they are 
a l l ow ing s u b s t i t u t i o n s when they 
shou ldn ' t , and the overal l qua l i t y of 
the project is s l i p p i n g . One 
cont rac to r felt that a rch i tec ts are 
incons is tan t in what they expect 
f rom d i f fe rent con t rac to rs . Infer ior 
con t rac tors who cu t corners and ask 
for subs t i t u t i ons and dev ia t ions f rom 
the scope of the wo rk are s o m e t i m e s 
treated less s t r ingen t l y than better 
con t rac to rs . D iscuss ion then moved 
natural ly to " w h o is a qua l i f i ed 
b idder?" , w i th the arch i tec t s ta t ing 
how d i f f i cu l t it is to de te rm ine w h i c h 
cont rac tors shou ld and w h i c h shou ld 
not be invi ted to b id pr ivate work . 

Most people agreed that ten days 
was adequate t ime for shop d raw ing 
turn around t ime in the arch i tec t ' s 
o f f i ce . Seven days is c o m m o n for the 
cont rac tor 's review. 

Plan Fees 
Con t rac to rs vo iced u n a n i m o u s 

agreement that depos i t s fo r p lans 
s h o u l d be 1 0 0 % re fundab le s i n c e 
c o s t s had esca la ted and s u c h c o s t s 
were l i m i t i n g pa r t i c i pa t i ons in t he b i d 
p rocess by repu tab le c o n t r a c t o r s . 

One s u g g e s t i o n that emerged f r o m 
the mee t i ng was that the genera l 
con t rac to r s h o u l d inc lude 
rep roduc t i on c o s t s in his b i d , s i n c e 
the c o s t s w o u l d be passed o n t o t h e 
o w n e r s . 

Profit Margins 
Con t rac to rs seemed in a g r e e m e n t 

that c o m p e t i t i o n and cu t - t h roa t 
b i dd i ng was reduc ing p r o f i t a b i l i t y t o 
a m i n i m u m , and it was f o r c i n g 
cer ta in changes in the leeway a 
con t rac to r had to make c h a n g e s o n 
t he j o b . W h i l e al l recogn ized tha t 
changes in the work were c o m m o n 
and necessary , regard less of w h o s e 
faul t — a rch i t ec t ' s , o w n e r ' s , or 
con t rac to r ' s — and that c o n t r a c t o r s 
c o u l d not make i nnumerab le s m a l l 
changes in t he scope of w o r k i n 
p rogress w i t h o u t los ing al l p ro f i t or 
ac tua l l y su f f e r i ng a net l o s s . 

Alternates 
Bi l l Ware c o m m e n t e d on t h e 

ex t reme n u m b e r of a l te rna tes t ha t 
con t rac to r s were see ing o n b i d f o r m s 
t oday , and asked if the n u m b e r of 
a l te rna tes cou ldn ' t be l i m i t e d t o a 
spec i f i ed m i n i m u m — p e r h a p s f i ve . 
He s ta ted that not on ly d i d i t c l o u d 
the issue of w h o ac tua l ly is l o w 
b idder in a g iven s i t u a t i o n , bu t tha t it 
encouraged m is takes . He c i t e d t h e 
f o l l o w i n g e x a m p l e : 

" . . . job came ou t . . . a b o u t s i x 
m o n t h s ago , had three sepa ra te b a s e 
b ids and f ive a l ternates u n d e r e a c h 
one . One b u i l d i n g . They v i r t u a l l y 
had a s h o p p i n g basket . . . " 

As the g r o u p broke up , t h e y 
d i scussed the poss ib i l i t y o f m e e t i n g 
quar ter ly , e i ther w i t h the s a m e 
pa r t i c i pan ts or w i t h o ther 
representa t ives of the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i ndus t r y , to sor t out q u e s t i o n s a n d 
i ssues , and to ma in ta in t h e l i n e s of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n that had b e e n 
opened by the AIA and t he v a r i o u s 
con t rac to r s ' o rgan i za t i on . 



New Projects A ch i ld ren 's exhibit 
w i t h i n the Miss iss i f l 

F i r m : 

Project Name: 
C l i en t : 

Design Archi tects 

• 

hi ULI L I Irl-I I. 
Renova t ion of ex is t ing Mi lner and Pet ro leum bu i l d i ngs in to one comp lex . 
Pro jec t began May 1985. 

F i r m : 
Pro jec t N a m e : 
C l i e n t : 
Des ign A r c h i t e c t s : 

Dean /Da le and Dean 
Secur i ty Cent re , Jackson , MS 
H.C. Bai ley C o m p a n y 
Doug Dale, AIA 
Jeff Barnes 
Mike Beauchamp, A IA 
Lenord Kadrowsk i 

A specu la t i ve twen ty -s to ry o f f i ce comp lex located in d o w n t o w n Jackson 
over the T o w n Creek Tube . Mater ia ls cons i s t of b lack gran i te , s ta in less steel 
d o o r s and f rames , and ref lect ive g lass . 

F i r m : 
Pro jec t N a m e : 
C l i e n t : 
D e s i g n A rch i tec t s 

Dean/Da le and Dean 
First Jackson Cent re , Jackson , MS 
101 West Cap i to l Development Co. 
Doug Dale, AIA 
Richard H. M c N e e l , AIA 
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is t ructed w i t h i n an ex i s t i ng gal lery space 
j m of Art in Jackson. 

The Jo in t Venture F i rm of 
L inda S. T robaugh , A IA / 
Samuel Mockbee, AIA 
Impress ions Gallery 
M iss i ss i pp i Museum of Ar t 
(Fund ing Ass is tance f r o m the Jun io r 
League of Jackson) 
L i n d a s . T robaugh , A IA 
Samuel Mockbee, AIA 

\ 



Some More From Samoa 

Ta lo fa ! 
A report f r om your sou th seas 
co r responden t , Joe We i l enman FAIA 

Th is is w r i t t en f rom the lanai i 
f ac ing Pago harbor and Rainmaker 
m o u n t a i n b e y o n d . The m o u n t a i n is 
appropr ia te ly named . It is to 
w i n d w a r d of t he harbor and causes 
the mo is tu re laden t rades to r ise 
ab rup t l y , c o o l , condense and pour 
more than t w o hundred inches of rain 
per year i n to the harbor area. 

I s h o u l d , however start w i t h a bit 
more general geograph ic 
i n f o r m a t i o n . S h o u l d you happen to 
k n o w a n y t h i n g abou t Samoa , you are 
t ru l y a scho la r of geography . A 
popu la r " T " sh i r t so ld here s ta tes It 
w e l l : "Where the hell is Pago Pago?" 
That was my bas ic response when 
asked if I w o u l d be in terested in a 
con t rac t w i t h the Amer ican Samoa 
Gove rnmen t . 

Those of you who k n o w me wel l 
real ize tha t a lack of k n o w l e d g e 
up - to -da te i n f o r m a t i o n or a comp le te 
unde rs tand ing of the fac ts has never 
rea l ly he ld m e back . A f te r a l l , where 
is the best p lace to acqu i re those but 
t h r o u g h an exper ience on s i te? 

Before I lef t M i s s i s s i p p i , Frank 
C a r l t o n , D is t r ic t A t to rney and long 
t i m e f r iend and counc i l ca l led in a 
s tage pan ic , " W e i l e n m a n , thank 
g o o d n e s s y o u haven' t lef t yet . I j us t 
l ooked up S a m o a and i t 's in a deep 
c rack in the Paci f ic Ocean w i t h a 
s tap le t h rough i t . " That , i nc iden ta l l y , 
is where you w i l l mos t l ikely f ind 
S a m o a in your a t las , i.e. in the 
crease be tween t w o pages and 
d e p e n d i n g upon the book b ind ing it 
may have a s tap le t h rough it . 

A more prec ise m e t h o d for you 
sa i l o rs and o the r en l i gh tened 
persons is to look at about four teen 
degrees sou th and one hundred and 
seven ty -one degrees wes t . Samoa 
may be iden t i f i ed by Pago Pago 
w h i c h is the v i l lage far therest in to 
Pago harbors . 

There are t w o Samoas . Western 
S a m o a is an independent is land 
n a t i o n . It was fo rmer l y under German 
a n d later New Zealand cen t ra l . It 
c o n s i s t s of a half dozen or so is lands 

I 

* 4 

the largest of wh ich is Savai i . That is 
the name though t to be the same 
Polynesian name for heaven as 
Hawa i i . The next largest is Upo lu . 
This is land has the capi ta l c i ty of 
Ap ia , w o r l d famous Agg ie Grey's 
Hote l and the home and grave of 
" T u s i t a l a " or " te l ler of ta les , " as the 
Samoeans named Robert Lou is 
S tevenson . Agg ie Grey is the person 
f rom w h o m a much rowdier "B loody 
Mary of Sou th Pac i f i c " was created. 

The o ther Samoa is Amer ican 
Samoa. Th is seven is land group has 
been a Un i ted States terr i tory s ince 
1900. Inc identa l l y , the unexpla ined 
l i teral t rans la t ion of Samoa is as 
f o l l o w s : Sa means sacred and Moa 
means ch i cken . There are numerous 
cu l tu ra l gaps such as th is wh ich have 
resu l ted f rom an absense of wr i t ten 
h is to ry . 

The pr inc ipa l is land is Tutu i la w i th 
nearby A u n u u is land. Abou t f i f ty 
mi les to the east is the Manua group 

Traditional tales in traditional village. 

c o n s i s t i n g of O f u , O losega and Tau. 
Far ther ou t is Rose atal l and Swai 
i s l and . A l l are of vo lcanic o r ig in and 
except for the a to l l s , are ext remely 
lush m o u n t a i n o u s fo rma t i ons r is ing 
abrup t l y f r o m the sea. 

The m o u n t a i n s are s teep, rugged 
and covered w i t h a p ro fus ion of p lant 
l i fe t oo numerous to men t ion here. 
Su f f i ce it to say that the is lands are 
verdant w i t h exot ic f lower ing trees 
add ing the co lo r . The po lnset tas and 
bouga inv i l l a are fu l l size t rees. The 
f ragrance of p lumer ia is everywhere 
and the g iant banyans defy all the 
laws of bo tan ica l s t ruc ture . 

The weather is fair ly cons tan t w i t h 
on ly s l i gh t changes for winter and 
the rainy season . The temperature 
s tays a round e igh ty degrees and the 
h u m i d i t y a round n inety- f ive percent . 
There are f requent showers except 
du r i ng the ra iny season when they 
are more f requent . 

The peop le are Polynesian as are 
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the Tah i t ians and Hawa i i ans . They 
typ ica l ly have b r o w n s k i n , b lack 
somewha t wavey or cur ly hair and 
ex t remely wel l deve loped phys iques . 
The men f requent ly have ta tooes of a 
t rad i t iona l des ign w h i c h s tar ts above 
the knees and s t o p s above the wa is t . 

Their cu l tu re g o e s back abou t 
three thousand years and is 
somewha t intact a l t hough it is 
co l l i d i ng w i th the i n fus ion of new 
ways f r om the rest of the w o r l d . 

Th is is a brief and cer ta in ly less 
than comprehens i ve d e s c r i p t i o n but 
rather than r isk g e t t i n g t oo labor ious 
on estoer ic de ta i l s , I'll let t h i s d o 
for now. 

My work as manager of the A / E 
d iv i s ion of the depa r tmen t of pub l i c 
works has been p r imar i l y 
organ izat iona l and admin i s t ra t i ve so 
far w i t h only occas iona l 
oppor tun i t i es for d e s i g n . The s ta f f , 
compr i sed of S a m o a n s , a Ph i l p i no 
and a Hawa i ian , has vary ing a m o u n t s 
of techn ica l t r a i n i ng and a h igh sk i l l 
level for d r a w i n g . There is a lack of 
know ledge of des i gn p rocess as we 
know it and a lack of broad 
exper ience w i t h b u i l d i n g t ypes and 
techn iques . 

I t 's an in te res t ing m ixed cu l tu ra l 
wo rk ing env i ronment where ideas are 
d i scussed in Eng l i sh but a lways a 
s l ight t rans la t ion gap . N o t h i n g can 
be taken for g ran ted . The peop le that 
work w i t h me are hosp i t ab le t o the 
s t range ways of the " p a l a g i " f r o m 
M iss i ss i pp i . An o f f i c e party w o u l d be 
imposs ib le to desc r i be . 

Our pro jects are on Tu tu i l a and on 
O losega , Ofu and Tau so there is 
some in ter - is land travel invo lved in 
the work . 

In ter- is land travel is ano ther 
sub ject wh ich is w o r t h y of s o m e 
m e n t i o n . There are t w o ways to go . 
One is by a W o r l d War II L .C .U. that 
looks l ike an en la rged vers ion of the 
"A f r i can Q u e e n . " The o ther is by 
p lane ; I a lways t h o u g h t the ho les in 
the ins t rument panel s h o u l d be f i l led 
up w i t h i n s t r u m e n t s . There was 
another twelve passenger t w i n 
eng ine plane but it c rashed in to the 
roof of the te rm ina l shack at Tau . 

One of the p ro jec ts is a sma l l 
vocat ional t echn ica l bu i l d i ng at the 
Tau is land h igh s c h o o l . My f i rs t t r ip 
over was a m i x t u r e of exc i t emen t and 
fear. I had been warned about the air 
s t r ip perched on a ledge on the 
moun ta in s ide . C o m i n g d o w n the 
moun ta in to a sma l l c lear ing in the 
bush and s t o p p i n g jus t shor t of 
p lung ing of f to the sea at the end 
cer ta in ly l ived up to the th r i l l that had 

Design Efficiency 

O 

Mississippi Valley Gas has created a tool called the 
'GASMARK' construction manual, to save 
architects, designers and builders time designing 
energy-efficient structures. The manual thoroughly 
details specifications which produce the lowest 
possible total utility costs. 

Find out more about the GASMARK' 
Construction Manual. Call your nearest Mississippi 
Valley Gas office now. 

Mississippi Valley 
Gas Company 

Gas gives you more for your money 

HATTIESBURG, MS 

TUPELO. MS 

MOBILE. AL 

iVkSCAGOULA. MS 

JACKSON, TN 

MONROE. LA 

VICKSBURG. MS 

INDUSTRIAL-COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL-UTILITY 

JACKSON. MS SHREVEPORT. LA 



A br igh t idea f rom Pella 

Recall the era 

Introducing the 
new Pella 

Traditional 
French Door. 

Here's a door that works in the t rue 
French s ty le w i t h t w o operab le 
pane ls that open al l the way, for 
more l igh t and ven t i l a t i on . It 's a lso 
ava i lab le w i t h jus t one moveab le 
doo r panel h inged e i ther left or r igh t . 
A n d it c o m b i n e s t rad i t iona l s t y l i ng 
w i t h m o d e r n fea tu res : so l i d w o o d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , doub le g lass for 
ene rgy -e f f i c i ency , and an op t i ona l 
b l i nd tha t ' s ins ta l led between panes 
of g lass in each door . P lus , the 
o u t s i d e is covered w i t h a pro tect ive 
jacket of l ow -ma in tenance a l u m i n u m 
that doesn ' t need pa in t . 

Pel la has m u c h to o f fe r for homes o ld 
and n e w : W i n d o w s , S l i d i ng Glass 
Doors , S k y l i g h t s , S u n r o o m s , and 
W o o d F o l d i n g Doors . Vis i t our 
P lann ing Center s o o n . 

Pella of Miss iss ippi In J a c k s o n 
601-956-9544 

6370 Cole Road 
1-220 at Hanging Moss 

P.O. Drawer 12667 
J a c k s o n , MS 39211 

been p r o m i s e d . 
The v is i t t o the j o b s i te went wel l 

and lef t t ime to see the vi l lage before 
leaving the next day. 

Tau v i l lage is s t rung out a long the 
beach about one half mi le and is 
fo res ted w i t h tal l coconu ts , 
p l umer ia , and other p lan ts . The o ld 
chu rch is abandoned to decay 
because of a se ismic crack wh ich 
occured about f i f teen years ago. It is 
a magn i f i cen t bas i l ica whose size 
c lear ly re jects the re l ig ious fervor the 
miss ionar ies engendered. It a lso 

s h o w s the ingen iu ty of the lay 
d e s i g n e r s / b u i l d e r s in t rans la t ing 
Wes te rn Arch i tec tu re in to local 
ma te r ia l s , sk i l l s and native art f o rms . 
Far ther d o w n the beach path was the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n site of a h igh ch ie f 's 
" f a l e . " Fale means house but in th i s 
case i t 's a ch ie f l y meet ing house. 
Th is one was special because, 
except for concre te c o l u m n s , it 
was a t rad i t i ona l l y bui l t fa le. The 
ch ie f ' s fa le is more for ceremonia l 
f u n c t i o n s than for shel ter or 
d w e l l i n g . The house is a bit 

T H E 
I N S A N D O U T S 

O F L E A K S 

Whether it's water coming in or energy going out, 
roof leaks are costly. 
You can stop leaks in both directions with a Grace 
Roofing System. Our Maximum Performance System 
stops water leaks with GRM Roofing and energy 
leaks with Zonolite Roof Insulation. 
There's more to it than just putting a roof over your 
head. Find out the ins and outs of roofing that will 
save you money for decades. Call Dave Ruch, 
W. R. Grace & Co., 4061 Powell Ave., Nashville, TN 
37204 (615) 298-3355. 

GRACE ROOFING SYSTEMS. 

GRAOE 
Construction Products 
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mis lead ing beause one tends to th ink 
of wa l l s , doo rs , w i n d o w s and s u c h . 
The Samoan fa le has no wa l l s — on ly 
pos ts . The on ly enc losu re is made by 
pandanus mats a t tached to the 
per imeter beams. These are lowered 
in a rol l shade fash ion for weather 
p ro tec t ion dur ing s t o r m s and 
some t imes in w in te r w h e n the 
temperature occas iona l l y p l u m m e t s 
to s ix ty degrees. Pr ivacy is not part 
of the Samoan l i fe s t y le . 

The fa le des ign and c o n s t r u c t i o n 
are pecul iar to Samoa and had 
remained unchanged for cen tu r ies 
unt i l recent years. It c o n s i s t s of a 
lava s tone base, center s u p p o r t i n g 
posts w i t h col lar b e a m s , r idge, 
ra f ters , pu r l i ns , per imeter (plate) 
beams, per imeter p o s t s , t ha tch 
rafters and t h a t c h i n g . A l l of these 
componen t s are beau t i f u l l y t ied 
together w i th senn i t (an 
ext raord inar i ly s t r ong t w i n e made 
f rom coconut bus ies ) . Th is is the 
same mater ia l the anc ien t nav igators 
used for sail r i gg ing and for ho l d i ng 
the parts of the i r ocean canoes 
together . In the fa le m i l es of senni t 
are used for s t ruc tu ra l and decorat ive 
lash ing and w r a p p i n g . 

The t rad i t iona l shapes are r o u n d 
and ova l . The round fa les are laid out 
in an exact c i rc le and the oval ones 
are made by c o n n e c t i n g t w o 
semic i rcu la r ends w i t h a s t ra igh t 
m id -sec t i on . The s t ruc tu re of bo th is 
basica l ly s imi lar to an umbre l l a . 
Center posts suppor t the raf ters 
suppo r t i ng the curved roof su r faces 
and the per imeter pos t s are left out 
by the fale bu i lders to be added a long 
w i t h the tha tch ing by the ch ie f ' s 
a iga. 

The per imeter pos ts a lso have a 
ceremonia l f u n c t i o n . They serve to 
ind icate the ranked sea t ing pos i t i ons 
of the ch ie fs and hono red g u e s t s and 
to act as backrests for each . Th is 
a lone has created an unusua l 
conversat ional s ty le . The per imeter 
beams and curved end pu r l i ns are 
made of short s e g m e n t s of breadfru i t 
l imbs . These p ieces are se lec ted for 
their natural curve , adzed in to 
in te r lock ing c o n n e c t i o n s and bound 
w i t h senni t to a per fect f o r m . 

The discovery of t h i s bu i l d i ng 
under cons t ruc t i on was spec ia l 
because the bu i l d i ng t echn iques and 
ceremony assoc ia ted w i t h 
cons t ruc t i ng proper fa les are 
d isappear ing . 

Cons t ruc t i on is pe r fo rmed under 
t w o basic types of c o n t r a c t s . One 
requires the owner to prov ide f o o d , 
shel ter , mater ia ls and payment of 

53 Years of Qual i ty and Service 

j f i C K S o n J l o n e c o m p f l m T l 
I N C O R P O R A T E D i 

P.O. Box 5398 
Jackson , M iss iss ipp i 

39216 

Sales • Block 
Archi tectura l Precast Concrete 

601-366-8441 

Engineer ing 
Accoun t i ng • Cast S tone 

601 -366-0902 

Architectural Precast Concrete 
Cast Stone • Lightweight Block 

MCMBCR 

INSTITUTC INC 

LU 
We are the plan admin is t ra tor 

for the 
Mississippi A IA-Sponsored 

Errors and Omiss ions Insurance Policy 
wr i t ten by INAPRO. 

a Div is ion of 
Insurance Company of No r t h Amer i ca . 

A CIGNA Company 

Well ington Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box 16705 

Jackson, Mississippi 3 9 2 3 6 

( 6 0 1 ) 3 5 3 - 2 4 0 0 
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MISSISSIPPI S T A T I O N E R Y C O M P A N Y 
Office Funiiture and Interiors Off ice Supplies Prmf/Mg 

Accessories & Supplies 
for the Office 

Furniture By 

Baker 
Knoll 
Taylor Cfiair 
Lefiigfi-Leopold 
I of CO 
Alma 
Hickory 
American Seating 
Cnrry-)amesli»wn 

Other distinctive lines 

227 East Pearl Street 
Behind The Wahhali 
Jackson. MS 39205 

Telephone (6011354-3436 
(in Miss.: (800)421-4078) 

"Construction Products" 
P.O. Box 55629 

Jackson, MS 39216 
(601) 992-2346 

C O N S T R U C T I O N S P E C I A L I T I E S . INC. 
ALUM L O U V E R S . HANDRAILS. EXP JT 
C O V E R S . ACROVYN WALL PROTECTION 
S Y S T E M . G R I L L S . METAL R O O F S . MANSARDS. 
G R A V E L S T O P S . COPING. E N T R A N C E MATS. 
C U B I C L E T R A C K / C U R T A I N & I.V. 

T E X T U R E D COATINGS O F AMERICA. INC 
DECORATIVE & PROTECTIVE TEXTURED 
COATINGS 

METAL D E C K . INC. 
S T E E L R O O F . COMPOSITE & FORM DECK -
MEMBER SDI 

TEX-ARK JOIST COMPANY 
S T E E L JO ISTS & A C C E S S O R I E S - MEMBER SJI 

T H Y C U R B CORPORATION 
P R E F A B R I C A T E D ROOF C U R B S & 
A C C E S S O R I E S 

TOM C L A R K E , CSI 
P r e s i d e n t 

• •Q 

f ine m a t s , p i supo , money and other 
g o o d s for a bu i l d ing to meet the 
owner ' s c r i te r ia . The other type 
con t rac t is s imi la r but cos ts more of 
a l l of t he above and it " a l l o w s " the 
owner to inspect and cr i t ic ize the 
work . Too m u c h c i r i t i c i sm, however, 
w i l l cause a te rm ina t ion of work 
w h i c h no o ther fale bui lders wi l l 
r esume — ever! A lso the owner has 
to ab ide by other unspoken rules 
regard ing safe ty of sca f fo ld ing , rate 
of work and s imi la r cons idera t ions . 
There was one instance on Tutu i la 
where t h e ch ie f pushed the bu i lders 
beyond the l im i t s of safety thereby 
resu l t i ng in the acc identa l death of 
one of t he workers . The chief t raveled 
to Wes te rn Samoa to fo rma l ly 
apo log ize to the fami ly of the 
deceased m a n . He carr ied the 
cus tomary f ine mats , bags of p i supo , 
mackere l , p i gs and tapa c lo th . The 
apo logy was cons idered for several 
days but f i na l l y rejected and the chief 
was k i l l e d . Civ i l au thor i t ies do not 
in ter fere t oo much in " faa Samoa" — 
" t h e S a m o a n Way . " 

The fa le be ing bui l t in Tau was 
under the d i rec t ion of Logoai K i l i one 
A i n a , o n e of the d i m i n i s h i n g number 
of t rad i t i ona l "master bu i l de rs . " He 
and h is men l ived on the s i te and 
wo rked under tha tch and canvas 
she l te rs where they shaped and 
a s s e m b l e d al l the separate members . 
Plans are never d rawn . A l l fo rms and 
m e a s u r e m e n t s are s i m p l y ske tched 
and s taked on the g r o u n d . Somehow 
t h r o u g h the sk i l l s of the bu i lders it 
resu l t s in an amaz ing ly precise 
b u i l d i n g w i t h a beaut i fu l exposed 
roof s t ruc tu re . The comp le t i on is 
ce lebra ted w i t h roast p igs , tars , 
c h i c k e n s , b readf ru i t , pa lusami , 
p i s u p o , speeches , f ines mats and the 
t rad i t i ona l Kava ceremony. The toast 
is " M a n u i a " or " g o o d luck to those in 
th i s h o u s e . " 

A few weeks after I returned to 
T u t u i l a t he sal t cor roded con t ro l 
cab le par ted and the plane crashed at 
Tau . Logoa i K i l ione Aina was on the 
p lane. 

Change on an is land is more 
observab le because it is an ex t remely 
f i n i t e env i ronmen t . Into a cu l tu re that 
never exper ienced the techno log ica l 
advances of the bronze age the 
t w e n t i e t h cen tu ry has issued many 
" m i x e d b l e s s i n g s . " For every " n e w " 
way there 's an eros ion of the " o l d " 
way. It makes the loss of one master 
bu i lder espec ia l l y regret table. 
To fa ! 
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NICHOLAS-ACOUSTICS 
& S p e c i a l t y C o m p a n y 

• STO Exterior Wall Systems 
• Sport-Flor Athletic Surfaces 
• E .L . Burns Canopies 
• Foldoor Folding Walls 

• Armstrong Ceiling Systems 
• Drywall Construction 
• Demountable Partition Systems 
• Donn Access Floors 

120 C O M M E R C E PARK DR. • J A C K S O N , MS 39213 • 601-981-1531 

A REPUTATION FOR INTEGRITY & P E R F O R M A N C E 

NICHOLAS-HORNE, INC 
• Inryco Insulated Wall Panels 
• Inryco Prefinished Wall Panels 
• Inryco Floors Deck Systems 
• Zip-Rib Standing Seam Roofs 
• Ball Microzinc Standing Seam 

• Trocal P.V.C. Single Membrane Roofing 
• Goodyear E.P.D.M. Single Membrane 

Roofing 
• Zonolite Concrete Roof Decks 
• Cafco Spray-On Fire Proofing 
• K-13 Spray-On Insulation 

110 C O M M E R C E PARK DR. • J A C K S O N , MS 39213 • 601-981-1585 

W o r k i n g 
H a n d 

In 
H a n d 

FACE 
BRICK 

C O M M O N 
BRICK 

FIRE 
BRICK 

ANTIQUE 
BRICK 

MORTAR 
MIX & 
COLORS 

TRNSTATE 
Brick and Tile Company, Inc. 

Tri-State Brick & Tile congratulates AIA. 
We are proud to be a part of this fine organization. 

"Brick, the most proven product since the days of old. 

2050 FOREST AVE. • P.O. BOX 31768 • J A C K S O N , MS 39206 • (601) 981-1410 
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NEELY R E P R O G R A P H I C S , serving Mississippi's design professionals since 1944, 
is proud to announce the formation of: 

C o m p u t A D r a f t S y s t e m s , i n c . 
Exclusive Mississ ippi representat ive for 

B A U S C H £ . L O M B ( $ ) 0.06 3 /8X I /2X 

I /4X 

Br o 
ccw 

, - 0 . 

SET UP 
1 E L L I P S E 0 

COMPUTER-AIDED-DRAFTING SYSTEMS. 
• SINGLE A N D MULT I -STAT ION SYSTEMS 

BEGINNING AT $30,000, FOR SALE, 
LEASE-PURCHASE, OR LEASE. 

FOR INFORMATION OR DEMONSTRATION, CALL OR VISIT 

COMPUTA DRAFT SYSTEMS, INC. 
Suite 310 Dix ie Bidg. / 414 South State St. 
Jackson, Mississippi (601) 352-1823 

fCAP) 

O U R PRODUCT IS PRODUCTIVITY 

B i n s w a n g e r 

G / a s s 

C o m p a n y 

AID IN SPECIFICATION WRITING & ARCHITECTURAL DETAILING 
COMMERCIAL . . . FROM CORNER SERVICE STATION TO HIGH RISE 

WALLS 
& WINDOWS 

HOW M E T 
A M A R L I T E 
K A W N E E R 

P.O. BOX 1045. JACKSON. MS 39205 - 939-7422 
P.O. BOX 1531. HATTIESBURQ. » " - 583-3554 

GLASS 
PRODUCTS 

L O F 
A F G 

F O R D / P P G 

A U T O G L A S S R E P L A C E M E N T S 

1-800-682-5265 

OTHER 
GLAZING MATERIALS 

L E X A N 
A C R Y L I C 

K R I N K L G L A S 

P.O. BOX 407. MERIDIAN. MS 30301 - 693-4541 
411 W. PARK AVE. . GREENWOOD. MS 38930 - 453-2133 
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