






















































































































































































Granite.

Not-so-pedestrian plazas

Oak Park Mall, Oak Park, IL
Architect: Joe Karr & Associates, Chicago, IL
Sturr Young, Associate Architect, Oak Park, IL

~ for pedestrians.

ERC Corporate Headquarters, Overland Park, KS
Architect: Howard Needles Tammen & Bergendoff
Architects Engineers Planners
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Granite is the elite paving material for plazas, walkways and mall areas
where a combination of beauty, durability and ease of maintenance is

required.

Granite is a natural building material and it naturally complements the
landscaping portions of your architectural design. A wide selection of fea-

tures including fountains and seating areas are avail-
able to enhance the overall appearance of your project.
For more information, plus a packet of full color liter-
ature illustrating our products in use, call toll free
800-328-7038. In Minnesota, call (612) 685-3621 or write

to the address below.
Cold Spring Granite Company, pept. F
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202 South 3rd Avenue, Cold Spring, MN 56320

And, indeed, the Central Avenue White
Castle, which dates from 1936, was
threatened when its lease expired in
January. The Minneapolis Heritage
Preservation Commission worked with
the White Castle company, which is still
family-owned, to arrange for the build-
ing to be sold for ten dollars to a buyer
who could re-use it. Calamity J. Con-
tracting Company plans to update the
White Castle for energy efficiency, and
re-open on Lyndale Avenue, dishing out
remodeling help.

The city as stage

Partners for Livable Places has re-
cently published 7he City as Stage:
Strategies for the Arts in Urban Eco-
nomics. Based in part on a 1981 con-
ference on the arts in city economies,
the anthology presents 34 articles on
the design, planning, financing, and
management of facilities and places for
the arts. Contributors include design
critic Wolf Von Eckhardt, architect Mal-
colm Holzman, urbanist William H.
Whyte, writer Jane Holtz Kay, and vi-
olinist Itzhak Perlman. The 164-page
illustrated, soft-cover book is available
for $12.50 a copy from the Publishing
Center for Cultural Resources, 625
Broadway, New York, New York 10012.
All orders should be prepaid and spec-
ify ISBN number 0-941182-04-5.

Summer brings design
series

The 1984 Summer Design Series,
sponsored by the Walker Art Center
and the Minnesota Society of the Amer-
ican Institute of Architects, will feature
distinguished architects and designers
currently contributing to the built en-
vironment.

The series will begin July 11 with
the presentation of the 1984 MSAIA
Awards for Interior Architecture by ju-
rors Bill Stumpf, noted industrial de-
signer and creator of the Herman Miller
Ergon Chair, Ken Walker, president of
the Walker/Group of New York City, a
multi-disciplinary firm of architects,
graphic, interior and industrial design-
ers, and Beverly Russell, editor-in-chief
of Interiors magazine.

The other sessions, on succeeding
Wednesday evenings, will feature Pe-
ter Chermayeff of The Cambridge Seven
of Boston, Massachusetts; Taft Archi-
tects of Houston, Texas; Graham Gund
of Cambridge, Massachusetts; and the
newly appointed head of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota School of Architec-
ture.

All programs start at 7 P.M. at the
Walker Art Center. For more infor-
mation call the MSAIA at 874-8771.AM
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letter fromthe publisher

Timing.

Webster tells me this is “the controlling of the
occurrence of something to maximize results.”
Timing is critical to several events now taking
place and I'd like to call some of these out for you.

As this issue of AM goes to press, Cesar Pelli
is presenting his design for the new Norwest
Center, the University of Minnesota is nearing its
decision on the selection of a new head for the
School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture,
and a reunion and recognition dinner has taken
place honoring Ralph Rapson, the outgoing head of
the school. Each of these events is timed for
specific purposes. And AM will report and analyze
all of these events in the next issue.

Timing was also critical in the recent
publication of a new book by MSAIA. Pocket
Architecture Minneapolis/St. Paul (see ad on page
20) 1s a new walking tour guide to the downtowns
of each of these cities. Its success hinged on timing
through the receipt of grants for its publication and
a deadline to have the book ready for a national
convention of planners held here in early May.

Later this fall, it will be time to celebrate the
S0th annual convention of this organization. Here
the calendar has caught us and we are joyfully
planning the best convention ever. Our hope is to
engage the public as never before and more details
about this event will follow in the next issue.

The American Institute of Architects has also
recognized the need to involve the public as never
before. “The time is right” to develop a program
for public membership and MSAIA and AIA will

join hands in the coming months to invite more
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direct public participation in and awareness of
architecture.

The timing of building projects is crucial to
their success. Clients know it and architects do,
too. And, at the current time, architects are being
selected by both public and private clients for
numerous projects all over the region.

An architect asked me the other day if it weren’t
finally time for the Midwest’s larger corporations
to recognize the skills and talents of Minnesota’s
architects. How is it that these local clients turn to
out of state firms when some newly-arrived, out of
town developers have turned to local architects?

One answer | suggested was that local architects
need to do more “outrageous” architecture. If the
grass is greener on the other side of the fence,
much of its hue has to do with the notoriety and
press coverage it has received to add luster to its
color. Certainly one of the roles of AM is to assist
in informing this region about how green the grass
is here.

While it is indeed time for the region to
awaken to its architectural talent pool, it is also
time for that talent pool to design better and more
stimulating environments. Covering this story is

the role of AM. As always, it’s high time we did.
/‘"“':D
13 |

Peter A. Rand, AIA
Publisher
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Narrow Architectural Restaurant Revival Organization

By Peter Kramer and Robert Roscoe

Remember that old movie where the Army ants are
advancing through the jungle in a dark solid line with
trees and crops and small buildings tumbling over in
their path? The air vibrates with the steady snap of tiny
jaws as the line slowly obliterates everything before it.
Rita Hayworth is trapped on an island of green that
slowly grows smaller and smaller, while Rory Calhoun
(or was it Cornell Wilde?) desperately struggles to
open the irrigation system'’s floodgates; the resulting
rush of water will further destroy the crops, but it will
save his only true love.

We feel a little like Cornell Wilde (or was it Rory
Calhoun?) as we watch the grinding, pulverizing,
steady advance of franchised design, fern bars and
trend restaurants across the architectural landscape of
our fair city. Each new example of pop-food exterior or
Victorian dermatological interior either obliterates or
jeopardizes yet another unique or individual place to
eat. The dust from the crushing wrecking balls catches
in our throats and hangs in the air with the stench of
progress gone insane. The half-page ads for trendy
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new places to eat push the stereo ads into the corners
of the tabloid weeklies; the pressure builds—and who
will stand in its path? Each unique little dining spot is a
narrow green island as beautiful as Rita, and each
needs to be rescued.

The Design Collective, in cooperation with Coats &
Greenfield Photographers, Inc. and the New Jerusalem
Life Style and Air Mattress Company (formerly
developers of the domed stadium) is organizing to
save the very best of these narrow restaurants and
maybe someday to find for them a permanent home in
Loring Park. There they will form a ninety-nine foot strip
of culinary magic protected from the consumptive
appetite of progress and preserved for our children’s
taste buds and their children’s taste buds after them.
The ninety-nine feet will be a very special place where
people can go to discover or to rediscover that at one
time in our nation’s history restaurants were in different
places, and looked different, and had different names
because the food they served was, yes, different.



