
























































































































and a two-story retail building will link 
the entire complex to Rochester's sub­
way and proposed new skyway sys­
tems. 

Construction for the $50 million 
complex is slated to begin in spring of 
1985 with a targeted completion date 
in late 1986. A joint venture of Lombard 
Properties and Olympus Corporation, 
the project will be financed by a com­
bination of private equity funds , in­
dustrial revenue bonds and conven­
tional long-term mortgage financing. 
The development will connect directly 
with most of downtown Rochester's 
important buildings. It is also expected 
to significantly improve visitor and em­
ployee circulation between the Mayo 
Clinic complex and existing major of­
fice, shopping, parking and financial 
faci lities. 

Builder's Choice 

The National Association of Home 
Builders' Builder magazine has an­
nounced its annual Builder 's Choice 
design and planning awards program. 
"Builder's Choice is the only national 
program which recognizes excellence 
in design and planning of new and re­
m ode led housing and commercial 
buildings," says Builder editor Frank 
Anton. 

Projects completed between June 1, 

1982 and June 1, 1984 may be entered 
in one of 21 categories in this year's 
competition. A panel of builders , ar­
chitects, planners and other industry 
experts will select as many grand, merit 
and honorable mention award win­
ners as they feel appropriate. All win­
ning projects will be featured in the 
October 1984 issue of Builder and 
awards will be presented at a cere­
mony in Washington, D.C. this fall. 

The fee for each entry is $125 and 
the deadline isJune 15, 1984. For more 
information contact: Builder ational 
Housing Center, 15th and M Streets, 

.W. , Washington, D.C. 20005 (202) 822-
0390. 

Midpoint to millenium 
EOCO , a significant global con­

ference on planning for design-made 
environments, is scheduled for June 
12-15, 1984 at the Merchandise Mart 
in Chicago. NEOCON 16: Midpoint 
to the Millenium features leading prac­
titioners in architecture, design, Amer­
ican industry, urban planning, devel­
opment, faci li ty management , 
distribution and technology who will 
present their viewpoints on the issues 
that confront the environmental land­
scape through the year 2000. 

The program includes seminars 

conducted by architects, designers and 
dignitaries from all over the world in­
cluding John Burgee, Robert Venturi, 
Michael Graves and Helmut Jahn. Spe­
cial events and workshops will cover 
such topics as city planning, facilities 
management, contract furnishings , new 
directions in Japan and Europe, tele­
communications, automation and 
planning the electronic office. 

For further information contact the 
Merchandise Mart and eocon Inter­
national Chicago, Suite 830, Chicago, 
Illinois 60654 (312) 527-4141. 

White Castle moves on 
Minnesota's only remaining steel and 

porcelain enamel White Castle has been 
saved from demolition. Moved from its 
corner on Central Avenue in Minne­
apolis in March, it wil l become the 
showroom and office for Calamity ]. 
Contracting Company, a construction 
company specializing in remodeling. 

When the White Castle corporation 
was founded in 1921 it was An1erica 's 
first fast food chain. It chose the white 
castle form to convey purity and 
strength. The small castles, complete 
with buttresses, crenolated towers and 
parapet walls reminiscent of the Chi­
cago Water Tower, were designed to 
be moveable, due to the difficulty of 
securing long-term leases for small sites. 

ARE YOU READY TO 

GET OUT OF THE BOX? 

If you are, why not consider triangulated space frames? They are made up of the natural 
and basic elements with which man must learn to build to get out of the unnatural, unstable 
box. Remember, the triangle is the only stable geometric shape with inherent structural 
advantages and efficiencies. 

International Corp. 

REPRESENTED BY 

SNOW-LARSON., INC. 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

1221 Second Ave. , No. Minneapolis, Minn. 55405 
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SECTION SECTION 

Granite is the elite paving material for plazas, walkways an~ mall are~s 
where a combination of beauty, durability and ease of maintenance rs 
required. 
Granite is a natu ral building mater ial and it natu rally comp lements the 
landscaping portions of your archi~ectural design. A. wide selection of fea­
tures including fountains and seating areas are avail­
ab le to enhance the overall appearance of your project. 
For more informat ion , plus a packet of full color liter­
ature illustrating our products in use, call toll free 
800-328-7038. In Minnesota, call (612) 685-3621 or write 
to the address below. 

Cold Spring Granite Company, Dept . F 202 Sout h 3rd Avenue, Cold Spri ng, MN 56320 
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And, indeed, the Central Avenue White 
Castle, which dates from 1936, was 
threatened when its lease expired in 
January. The Minneapolis Heritage 
Preservation Commission worked with 
the White Castle company, which is still 
fam ily-owned, to arrange for the build­
ing to be sold for ten dollars to a buyer 
who could re-use it. Calamity]. Con­
tracting Company plans to update the 
White Castle for energy efficiency, and 
re-open on Lyndale Avenue, dishing out 
remodeling help. 

The city as stage 
Partners for Livable Places has re­

cently published The City as Stage: 
Strategies for the Arts in Urban Eco­
nomics. Based in part on a 1981 con­
ference on the arts in citv economies, 
the anthology presents 34 articles on 
the design, planning, financing , and 
management of facilities and places for 
the arts. Contributors include design 
critic Wolf Von Eckhardt, architect Mal­
colm Holzman, urbanist William H. 
Whyte, writer Jane Holtz Kay, and vi­
olinist Itzhak Perlman. The 164-page 
illustrated, soft-cover book is available 
for $12.50 a copy from the Publishing 
Center for Cul tural Resources , 625 
Broadway, ewYork, New York 10012. 
Al l orders should be prepaid and spec­
ify ISB number 0-941182-04-5 . 

Summer brings design 
series 

The 1984 Summer Design Series, 
sponsored by the Walker Art Center 
and the Minnesota Society of the Amer­
ican Institute of Architects, will feature 
distinguished architects and designers 
currently contributing to the built en­
vironment. 

The series will begin July 11 with 
the presentation of the 1984 MSAIA 
Awards for Interior Architecture by ju­
rors Bi ll Stumpf, noted i11dustrial de­
signer and creator of the Herman Miller 
Ergon Chair, Ken Walker , president of 
the Walker/Group of ew York City, a 
multi-disciplinary firm of architects , 
graphic, interior and industrial design­
ers and Beverly Russell, editor-in-chief 
of Interiors magazine. 

The other sessions , on succeeding 
Wednesday evenings, wi ll feature Pe­
ter Chermayeff of The Cambridge Seven 
of Boston, Massachusetts ; Taft Archi­
tects of Houston, Texas; Graham Gund 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts ; and the 
newly appointed head of the niver­
sity of Minnesota School of Architec­
ture. 

All programs start at 7 P.M. at the 
Walker Art Center. For more infor­
mation call the MSAIA at 874-8771.:\\1 
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There's no place 
like Hometel® 
for genuine 

MARBLE 

Granada Royal 
Hometel® of 
Bloomington 
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I CERAMIC T ILE QUARR Y T ILE MARBLE SLATE 

60 PLATO BLVD. ST. PAU L . M N 55107 PHONE : 2224 759 

When 
\typical' 
isn't 
enough. 
D!JGERKIN 
~Thermal 
Window System 

Setting the standard 
others try living up to 

~ 
THE 
GERKIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 3203 • 1501 Zenith Drive 
Sioux City, Iowa 51103 • 
Phone 712-255-5061 
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====AIMl~=== 
letter from the publisher 

Timing. 
Webster tells me this is "the controlling of the 

occurrence of something to maximize results." 
Timing is critical to several events now taking 
place and I'd like to call some of these out for you. 

As this issue of AM goes to press, Cesar Pelli 
is presenting hi s design for the new Norwest 
Center, the University of Minnesota is nearing its 
decision on the selection of a new head for the 
School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, 
and a reunion and recognition dinner has taken 
place honoring Ralph Rapson, the outgoing head of 
the school. Each of these events is timed for 
specific purposes. And AM will report and analyze 
all of these events in the next issue. 

Timing was also critical in the recent 
publication of a new book by MSAIA. Pocket 
Architecture Minneapolis/St. Paul (see ad on page 
20) is a new walking tour guide to the downtowns 
of each of these cities. Its success hinged on timing 
through the receipt of grants for its publication and 
a deadline to have the book ready for a national 
convention of planners held here in early May. 

Later this fall, it will be ti me to celebrate the 
50th annual convention of this organization. Here 
the calendar has caught us and we are joyfully 
planning the best convention ever. Our hope is to 
engage the public as never before and more details 
about this event will follow in the next issue. 

The American Institute of Architects has also 
recognized the need to involve the public as never 
before. "The time is right" to develop a program 
for public membership and MSAIA and AIA will 
join hands in the coming months to invite more 
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direct public participation in and awareness of 
architecture. 

The timing of building projects is crucial to 
their success. Clients know it and architects do, 
too. And, at the current time, architects are being 
selected by both public and private clients for 
numerous projects all over the region. 

An architect asked me the other day if it weren't 
finally time for the Midwest's larger corporations 
to recognize the skills and talents of Minnesota's 
architects. How is it that these local clients turn to 
out of state firms when some newly-arrived, out of 
town developers have turned to local architects? 

One answer I suggested was that local architects 
need to do more "outrageous" architecture. If the 
grass is greener on the other side of the fence, 
much of its hue has to do with the notoriety and 
press coverage it has received to add luster to its 
color. Certainly one of the roles of AM is to assis.t 
in informing this region about how green the grass 
is here. 

While it is indeed time for the region to 
awaken to its architectural talent pool, it is also 
time for that talent pool to design better and more 
stimulating environments. Covering this story is 
the role of AM. As always, it's high time we did. 

Peter A. Rand, AIA 
Publisher 
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Sears . A really and she'd eat it. and stay cozily restaurants , neighborhood West High gourmet, but lost. 
fine American think she was warm with in and the bars? Try this School. It's the somebody's 
chow mein home-that's the cloud-like perfect spot one. kind of coffee got to do it. 
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American customers ' of ten . Don't white 
tastes . down jackets. miss the sign . powdered 

It's the best in doughnut it 
town-wide or comes on a 
narrow. plate with a 

fork. 

Narrow Architectural Restaurant Revival Organization . 

By Peter Kramer and Robert Roscoe 

Remember that old movie where the Army ants are 
advancing through the jungle in a dark solid line with 
trees and crops and small buildings tumbling over in 
their path? The air vibrates with the steady snap of tiny 
jaws as the line slowly obliterates everything before it. 
Rita Hayworth is trapped on an island of green that 
slowly grows smaller and smaller, while Rory Calhoun 
(or was it Cornell Wilde?) desperately struggles to 
open the irrigation system's floodgates ; the resulting 
rush of water will further destroy the crops , but it will 
save his only true love. 

We feel a little like Cornell Wilde (or was it Rory 
Calhoun?) as we watch the grinding , pulverizing , 
steady advance of franchised design , fern bars and 
trend restaurants across the architectural landscape of 
our fair city. Each new example of pop-food exterior or 
Victorian dermatological interior either obliterates or 
jeopardizes yet another unique or individual place to 
eat. The dust from the crushing wrecking balls catches 
in our throats and hangs in the air with the stench of 
progress gone insane. The half-page ads for trendy 
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new places to eat push the stereo ads into the corners 
of the tabloid weeklies; the pressure builds-and who 
will stand in its path? Each unique little dining spot is a 
narrow green island as beautiful as Rita, and each 
needs to be rescued . 

The Design Collective, in cooperation with Coats & 
Greenfield Photographers, Inc . and the New Jerusalem 
Life Style and Air Mattress Company (formerly 
developers of the domed stadium) is organizing to 
save the very best of these narrow restaurants and 
maybe someday to find for them a permanent home in 
Loring Park. There they will form a ninety-nine foot strip 
of culinary magic protected from the consumptive 
appetite of progress and preserved for our children's 
taste buds and their children's taste buds after them. 
The ninety-nine feet will be a very special place where 
people can go to discover or to rediscover that at one 
time in our nation 's history restaurants were in different 
places, and looked different, and had different names 
because the food they served was, yes , different. 


