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Calendar

OCTOBER

Friday 5Wednesday 3 Thursday 4 WeekendMonday I

.‘\rcUiecliireand HwHurdesnf 
Unrarit V 4l.ine and WaU) 

'■'CulichM
at Kiaoii

SdiooioT AfirtaKi.'turt. lecnirc<: at 
UCfeJfe'lVrtP«4J«.»/im, Call 

-f2T^X25^3#l.

Saturd^6
ScfionattJrhsBDesiga 
CoDieraice Reewfcable
0»JK21» 3*0-4595.

LitdeTflk><i
LA Commaflsy «4iiung tow. H} un. 
C«M^?13>6B-CJTY-

TerraCaqa
LA Cona^M% walking tow. am.

cait<2jy)&2.LCfrv

Rei^oaai Urban Design 
CoaimiBee Meeting 
Commuc&(hroi|eSlOciohtr#. CxU

Kxecutivei:oniailttee Meeting
ataj»<tf.drrKe.4i»»«'>C^] pmMty
4595.

Board of Dii etaawtileeting
Chupicr office coo?#icncaim«iii. 5:.W)
pm. CatW2LT):)K».4596.

ProfrsMonal AffWates Meeting
J>a. Cd^ia^3y»M595.
dlftrksandE^bediUe
ScttHirt* l^SC, Harm Hail I0|. e 
jW.CnlitiTIt 743-2723.

MlmConnEMribit 
yigm eathilwtioB •.-unbouea tluougit 

13 in Hcitm Ltndhum 
a^^-iuK Oatiery. Watt Hall. USC. 

GS^3( 743^2723.

Hoosto^CwnmiRee Meeting 
6pm. CiUt2t3i.^«M595.
StiuitevSaitowilz
SO-ARC tectwK senes, set-ARC 
Main Space, H pm. Oil (213) S2»-
M82.

Br<MHtwayTb«tten
LA-Cotaecmcywulking'tMr. lOam.

WeekendWednesday K) Thursday ^Monday 8 Tuesday 9 Friday 12

Assoriues Board Meetiiqt
fcSdpm, CelU2t^386:4595-

WomeninCOowmEtiriltcttl
EstaceMeettog
Pearoni^ t^|tmrri>evcla(nK^
ctmenr n>4 &oumkveio(^nem,.6 pm
jtflijc fc*«>cyCiirtL-lOW'Wi!*h

Mefaftojeci) TttnwrMeetmg

LsniricH>w4(MM SarARCiK»irc«jk<.Sa-AI«; < 

M»inSe»ci:.-*gin. do

OovenuMSttAKlatiuns Meeting
;^pm. C*ac2l3)3^595.

InSde: ThenyBMokMfTuMk: 
Art kiSouthenK^riMm#- 
Weekend'^ytqponum 
bruad issuca .und'practtodlii^ccti of 
public arti. Cell (2l3>4^W5t.- :

<'CAl A ExecadveCoiiiininBe. 
Meeting .<■<:<
SmenmoM. Call (213) 3K(MS$d.

SatnrdijIJ 

Art Deco
’ LA C«taen>«ney lOem.

>Aroadway Thoters
CoftserVMiiey walkoigioar. lOain.

: ,Caii4^i»«a,-errY. ' ''
SindayH
BuHKksWikUre
i-AConaervancy hwn 2 pmand 3 pm. 
Cay(2J5>1S23«CfT¥. '

CotonbusDay (Observed) 
Cbaperr office IbkMcd. 
ijttMrHewktmon
ieentre at USC.fipmalAdtfOl. 6
pmj^Call (2l3)743w«^

>i ■

-

Wednesday \7 Thursday 18 Friday 19 y^eekendMonday 15

StitucdajdtO
Conferwceon Indoor Pollution 
In SenCk Monica, yonspeylby Safe 
E^irOnrncfl[s,SaA Lean^.CA. Call 
(415) 549-969^
SpringStreet: Palaces of 
Ftaance
LACooeervancy waikifig.iour, >0>m.
CaU (2l1)62.1-Crr¥.?.

Sunday21
Architects for SbekerSHome 
T<Hir Benefit
11 am-5 pm. Cad i2l3) 309-0232.

Weekend

WaterEnms: BringingWater 
Backte Nature
Two-day conference on tbe aan of 
waterfoms m arckjrecpnv and 
landscape arcfriKcturr.pR^ts, 
HfphJond Hali School, Narthridgc. 
$20. ra])($I«}X9l-833l.

Executive CoirniriOee Meeting
Chapter ufTie& 4 pm. CaQ (215) 380- 
4595,

CommaiticaiioDsConiiBiHee
Meeting
6:30 pm.

E A Ardniect Editorial Board 
Meeting

' Chatnl:^i;|^ coDfipence room, 7:36 
Criia|3)’^5m.

Minotdy iUtd Women's Keraurces 
C-'oaindKceMeeting
6:d&.piO. Can(2U>3»(Ml595.
PeterWaUman 
SO-ARC lecbm- aerie*. sd-ARC' 
Main Sfaoe. 8 pot. Call (215) 829. 
3481

ArchHectx in Go^mment 
LVUSD ronnv404.5p*n. CaU iif.5) 
?h<*'45‘*5

Design Machine
Johe Gtzenberp uod Hank. Kontng 
lectare ai U(XA. Perlotf 1102,8 pm. 
Ca« (213) 825-3791.

Lighting WorktConftfeace 
ConunoCf throu^ October 20. Qall 
(2!3) ^4595.

Health Committee Meeting
^3:-30pm. Call (2i.''l .380-4595.

Fhtance Committee Meeting 
*30 pm fll.T) 3*0*595

Des^n Avi^dsRec^ion 
Dwney StudH-k. Call (2).3) 380-4595.

U^ork Preservation Meting 
^pm. Call (^3>5*6^5.

CS.SeDdnar
Tpm. Ca042l3)3«CM.595.
AW*rewMncUver<blaclumd 
wMtephotograpli^laQdLory 
JoiwiaaefKftimittn^and in^inr 
deaitn)
e>Mbil4»nii(>uc-> throt^b Obni^ 2() 
in ffisl»L«dtaini Afchii««aa‘' 
S»Kery.W«itttft\5SC. Call (21?) 
74^2723.

Friday 26Thursday 25Wednesday 24Tuesday 23Monday 22

.Saturday 27
Prodact/KaciHtySedetyaRd 
Liability PreeenlioD
UCtX^£Mensiea vynjpcw»a»;*am-4
^, WM. C»Ift213i anW409.

An Evening oTMagic 
Workman ftTcmplc Fani^ 
HomegMad 7«&s^nf.'feiPunn^ 
tmgideMifn'mdir MapteCatOie. 
CaU (81R) 96R-H492-

B«noaPbclp«)nlX:LA'8aarfc
MeowndUbrary
AELA lecture and »«. 3-5 jw>. CWl 
(2l.1t 3S9-M90.
Weekend

Project Management Soninar
J^uiE WilsMwtwtel, 8-.88aat-5.-00. 

Call (213V>R0-»59?.

Prufes-skHiai Practice Committee^^i»*»ocSenjw
CaJl (2l3J.=?*iy.4So3_

CSSoninar
?-00 pm. 'Ca)r(2J» 

ritoPatrt

pm. CiH (2iy, 743-272X

ToputtheTown
Ardtii^tural Guild tour of F-irtt 

imemite WoddCtmnr. 6:30'8*.40 
pRi..f&^uringgue*ci Roben Viaguin 
aedlaiiKk ThomUkof Maguup 
fhomuK, Harty Cdbb uf Pei Tofab 
Freed Jt pHtners, Harold 
Fredenburgh df Huold Fredenburgh 
AKhiiecU. Robm l^Kniway of 
Ellcrbe Becket, and Lawr^v 
Halpnn. DoDaironttS25forCuild. 
atemhem abd $4(1 fm noivmasnb^- 
CaJt(2L3)74:?-44TI.

: 5;t5 pm- 0>l«2I.3i 38fW459.v
Loe Angeles.AuloCad User
GniMP
760 N. Pass Aveaue. Bmbank Call
<aiH) 762-9966.

Novemoer 2Wednesday 3! November JMonday 29 Tuesday 30

&4urday3

Broadway Theaters 
LA CorBenmacy walking iniw. 10 ooi. 
Cal) i2l3),^-CmC..
Pershing Square
LA CowMTvancy walking iour..tu-9nr.
-CaU.i;3.).3)6i3-nTy„

Sunday4

NationalCiNitract Glaziag 
Cratference
Coadmw* thrwijth Novamher 6 at the 
O-'ilarc Xiimoti Hotel m Chicago. 
CaU »7»j> 442-4890.

Urban DeagnCoomiitteeHallow een
Project Manugement.Seraiiiar
Hyati WihAirc Hotel. lt00ma-5:00 
pm CaM<213i»fl-45!0.
CCAiA DekgatestCaucub 
C(UJ (2131 38U-459.V 
BuSdiiqyPrrfarraaiice & 
RegtdationsConunittee Meeting
5 pm. Caa;(213),'KO-4V95.

Interiorh Committee .Meeting 
6.DO1W. Ca«(2l.1)38IM59S.

.AIA MarketingSeminar
CaJI (213) 3WM595.
CSSSeodear
7«>pin. Call (213)-1804S9S. 
.ShayneO'NeM
Uevuireal USC, Karns Hall 10J.;6 
p*. Call <21?J 743-2723.
AIA ExecutiseComniittM 
Meeting
Wjuthmgum. DC. C«« t213)3»0-

4595.

Meeting
Chapter nnke conference room. 6;lKi
pm. CaU f2t.i) 1804593.
The.SociMty Responsible
FiivtroiiiiientUS A/1'S.SR. 1986-
1990
A£>PSR-sponsored j'.hibii upcos m
ihc Nhatay Fclrfmsn C.-iilcrj P.-'cil'ic
Design Center. Cu" {2l3»657-i>*(«(.

November 9November 7 November 8November 6November 5

(RwenmaitReliitkHKCoaraBtte* 
5 pr^ Can (213) 3W4596-
Aust Americra ArchitectK 13tb 
AnnmdAwardsBanqutt
Empresa^vilioa ResMumt, 
Chm^ian. Calf(2I^32B:^7.

InMftullonMRelatkMis 
RceeptioKand program a Pau)j^ 
f3«a**”C<*“t-5:30pm. CalfW3$- 
.1M)4595; .'

Chapter ElectioasCStSemtaar
7d»pm. Caa(2t3i3Mi4»5. ExecutiivConntiittee Meeting

Chapter a47ice.4pm. CalU2l3>.3t^
4595.

HoosingOiniKUttee .
6pm. Od^2l3)j80*5‘»5.

Pts(yaVista
ArrtmtrrW jlodrea Qu—y. CknillM 

KcaidoiLesoiTeta, Lwrie 
Ohkflikfiae* ffelyeeidto, and 
YudeUspa^ at ^LA. Fowler 

^ C«n4313)

Boardof IMrectanMeetiiaK 
Chapter offisa cDOferenba raen, 

■pm. (2jSi^0-4395.;_ ' •

Gribbors (8181 799-2070: OMrtetktr. Gt^toty VllftnuM. AIA (213) 727-60e6: CtMcs. 
Herbert WMoeb. AIA (213) 4133131; FtHowMp WemtnaMene. Nonrm M. Sktamk. 
FAJA (213) 454-7473; Ubim. Tames R. ComOl, 4M (213) 388-1361: (tai«e
Pliwng. FAM (213) 208S200: AAurtbmMp. Robert H. Uy»M. AiA (213)
250-7440: metubeteMp Obmetary, JemcaJ. Axon. HAIA/IA (213) 476AS93: MatRofe 
Hotbtm. Morm vmgar. /MA-£ (213) 8^2671; mmttt « Wemm'a RmMorm. 
Mtcbaete PnOe-Weffs, AIA (213) 399-1715: Office Oporwbom t rnrma^tmmrrt, Jotaph 
M. MatfOa. AM (213) 394-7888: Pmt PrmaUaitta CameU, Donald C. Axon. AIA (2131 
476-4593: Prataaalan^ AMIataa. Joanna Crmg (714) 960-6801: Stvdenti AMm. 
Michaal Hncak (213) 823-4220. 8292074: Wanam'a ArcMtectmt lee*ee. Mauraan 
VtdJar MarcTi (213) 6817907.

Anbttaeta in Oeewnmenf, Mana Campeanu. AIA (213) 620-4517: AnMtaetura for 
Hooalng. Manuel Gomalaz. AIA (213) 394-0273: Bullblng/Parformanea 8 
RaerfeOerm. John Retro. AlA (213) 207-8400: Comrtmnleatlerte/Rublle ReleOena. 
MKheei J. Kent, AM (213) 826-2500. 9/eatweek. Frank RagibOona. AIA (213) 624- 
8383: lA Aietilteet. Arthur GoRling. AIA. i213) 622-5955. Comwwient RettMcm. 
Vietof J. Hafmues. AM (818) 405S71S; MemaOenai RetatJam/HeepRalMy. Reymorx} 
Kappe. FAIA (213) 453-2643: Ueermlt^ Teak Forte. William Knsel, AM-5 (213) 824- 
0441: Urhan Dam^. Merc Funeman; Aaeoelataa. Robert Leaeh (818) 763-^76: Reel 
Rtubletrm Pee(fli CempetWen, Stewn O. Geoffnon (213) 2781915: Sandeaefle 
Cempedtiew. Andnew £. Althsua (805) 496-1101. Student MeKm lor AfehReetwe. 
Jeffrey T. Sessions (213) 9338341, Student VMcne AfcMteete EicAenfe, MarV 5.

For more Information on AIA/IA committee activities, contact:
AreWtectia* ler edueaUto, Norberto R. Martmaz. AIA (213) 306-4708: AtebMettura 
tar ReaRb. Joe! Jaffa, am (213) 8791474; Amerda Rrttram. Michaal Franklm Ross. 
AIA (213) 8262500: LA Rrbm. Barton Myera. AtA (213) 4664051. Computer 
ApptteaNone, Anthony Ngai. A)A (818) 2466050: tSetofte Preeei l etfciii. rtmoOiy John 
Brandt (818) 7691486; lOR. Randall A. Swanaon (818) 7992070: Interior 
ArebRacture. MatEaret Hualtla Cagle. AIA (818) 340-2887. Large PraaUea. Marvin 
Taff. AIA (213) 277-7405: UabRRy. William Knaal. AtA-C (213) 824-0441: RrolaaaJenal 
Rtmctlea. Hugh Rowlana. AIA (213) 277-7405: Rra^ema/PmMttltiial Oeveiopmenf. 
ffooert J. Anderaon, AIA (213) 4634404; Smell Rratacta (Rnetlee). Donald C. Axon. 
AIA (213) 476-4593: AttHHeeta In fducatton. Lionel Merch (213) 661-7907. ARCHITECT -j gL A



dialogue within the design professions and 
between urban design constituency groups, 
with clients, and with out political and gov­
ernmental representatives.

Continued from I 

and focus on common problems, issues and 
solutions; a tools and techniques track that 
will demonstrate a range of visualization 
methods and hands-on involvement in their 
use and application, including computer 
aided design systems, video, perspective 
sketches, graphic diagrams and models; and 
a local forum track that will utilize case 
studies and provide the focus for problem 
solving and consultation. The results of 
each regional workshop will be recorded 
and produced for inclusion in a national 
resource notebook.

Workshop sites will be chosen to 
provide access to a diversity of local growth 
and development issues at locations across 
the country. The Los Angeles meeting of 
the national Regional and Urban Design 
Committee will provide an opportunity to 
test the process and content of a typical 
conference in an abbreviated form. Anyone 
involved in the process of planning and 
determining the future of the environment in 
this country will benefit from the program 
and is invited to participate. Contact 
Christopher R. Clark, AIA, at the AlA in 
Washington. DC for more information (202) 
626-7537.

Angeles. In the face of regional growth 
pressures, the city is redrafting its statutory 
general plan elements, including the 35 
community plans which govern land use, 
and is developing several new regulatory 
mechanisms to manage current development 
practices.

The Urban Design Committee is actively 
participating on the City Planning Commis­
sion’s Ad Hoc Committee to develop guide­
lines for proposed design review boards. As 
part of this effort, the committee is also de­
veloping guidelines for preparation of urban 
design elements which would be included in 
city specific plans. In addition, we are 
working with the Commission on a number 
of issues related to hillside development, 
including refining the proposed Hollywood- 
land Specific Plan and the proposed city­
wide Hillside (Drdinance. We have also just 
begun work with the Planning Department 
on drafting a proposed city-wide landscape 
ordinance, and refining the proposed mixed- 
use ordinance, in conjunction with the Office 
of the Mayor.

In addition, the committee has been ac­
tively involved with in the development of 
the Los Angeles/Design Action Planning 
Team program (LA/DAPT), a variation of 
the AIA RAJDAT process. Five successful 
case study LA/DAPTs have been held in the 
city over the past two years and have 
included chapter member participation on all 
of the teams. AlA/LA is now working with 
the City Planning Department to develop a 
city-wide .steering committee to guide LA/ 
DAPT and institutionalize it in the city’s 
planning process.

The committee has also developed 
chapter positions on proposed ordinances 
relied to the urban environment, including 
the city’s parking ordinance, site plan review 
ordinance, and sewer allocation ordinance. 
We have advocated for preservation of the 
historic May Company building in the 
Miracle Mile section of Los Angeles, and 
opposed the Department of Water and 
Power’s proposal to cover open air reser­
voirs. At the suggestion of the Urban 
Design Committee, the chapter has gone on 
record recommending that an open public

forum of development issues for the 
Ambassador Hotel site in the mid-Wilshire 
area be held, and has recommended that 
the LA County Transportation Committee 
purchase abandoned Southern Pacific and 
Santa Fe railway company rights-of-way 
for public use such as for rapid transit 
corridors or open space.

Recently, the committee co-sponsored 
an urban design workshop for the Beverly- 
Fairfax/Miracle Mile area, at the request of 
the Office of the Mayor. A multi-discipli­
nary team of experts was assembled to 
review development issues and recommend 
to city decision makers actions to realize 
the area’s potential. The workshop repon 
is now being used by city representatives 
as a standard for the area.

In December 1988 and January 1989, at 
the recommendation of the Urban Design 
Committee, the AIA/LA Board of Direc­
tors supported the adoption of three key 
regional plans; the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District’s Air Quality 
Management Plan and the Southern 
California Associations of Governments’ 
Growth Management and Regional 
Mobility plans. The chapter recommended 
that these plans include the goals and 
objectives of LA 2000-A City for the 
Future (a recently published plan prepared 
by a Mayoral committee over a three-year 
[leriod); clarific^ion of the relationships 
between land use and transportation plans, 
and their impacts on urban form; an urban 
design element to visualize the effects of 
policy on city form and to establish new 
controls to reform or replace outdated 
zoning codes; and further study of the 
impacts of proposed stationary source and 
mobility regulations upon die building in­
dustry.

The Los Angeles region is in the midst 
of great social, economic and political 
change. Newly emerging conditions, 
including growth, changing ethnicities, and 
the establishment of new planning policies 
demand the creation of an urban design 
agenda to guide development toward a 
quality public realm. To this end, the AIA/ 
LA Urban Design Committee encourages

Marc Futterman
Chair. Urban Design Committee

Continued from 4

become increasingly apparent on the 
boulevard, the tendency to withdraw into 
privatized space is accelerated.

A third issue is uniformity. The prolif­
eration of neighborhood control groups, and 
their increasing resort to strict design 
guidelines, suggests a public perception that 
the suppression of difference will bring the 
urban environment under control. The 
vitality of boulevards comes precisely from 
their variety, the differences between them, 
between different segments on the same 
boulevard, and different buildings on a 
single stretch. The Los Angeles boulevard 
is not, cannot, and should not aspire to the 
stately, monochromatic, and regulated axes 
of imperial Paris. This is not to say that the 
LA boulevard lacks order; rather that, in the 
words of Henry Miller. “Confusion is a 
word we have invented for an order which 
is not understood.** We must look harder to 
understand the complex order of the 
boulevard and to reinforce it. The mounting 
pressures to curb automobile pollution and 
energy consumption will undoubtedly 
provoke changes in our habits of urban 
travel, but the structure of the boulevards 
will remain. With public resources increas­
ingly strained, exceptional design ingenuity 
will be required if the Los Angeles boule­
vard of the next century is to become a 
paragon, rather than a pathology, of 
American urbanism.

Jerry Ernst
AIA Regional Urban Design Committee

Continued from I

LA’s Board of Directors to review and de­
velop positions on urban design, planning, 
and legislative proposals for regional and 
local issues. Because problems of city­
building rarely have clients, the committee 
serves as a forum for its diverse member­
ship to discuss current events as well as 
long-term considerations, The committee 
encourages open participation by interested 
professionals, both AIA members and non­
members. Committee meetings include 
debates which result in a consensus for 
action, and the presentation to the chapter’s 
Board of Directors of proposed resolutions.

One of the most important opportunities 
to effect change has been the major replan­
ning effort now underway in the City of Los

Dou^as R. Suisman
Mr. Suisman is a visiting associate 
professor of architecture at U.C. Berkeley, 
the founder of Public Works. Inc., a public- 
interest urban design group, and the 
author of the pamphlet, ‘Los Angeles 
Boulevard.”

How most insurance programs 
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How the CCAIA Insurance Program does
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Performance ABOVE AND BEYOND 
THE EXPECTED ^Most insurance programs can't pass the test of time. They fail when it takes weeks and 

months to handle your claim. They fail when they treat you like a number with a problem.

The CCAIA (California Council/American Institute of Architects) Insurance Program, however, 
passes the test of time with flying colors. Among the program’s features:

• 48 hour average claims turnaround time
• A courteous and caring staff that treats you like a person, not a number
• Cost-containment and “Take Care of Yourseir/Wellness campaigns
• Controlled by active AIA members as Trustees

It’s your time and your money. If your insurance program isn't giving you the service you pay 
for, it's time to look into the CCAIA Group Insurance Program.

For more information, call Kathleen McDonnell or Eric Shirley at:

Commitment 14 YEARS OF AIA 
INVOtVEMENT

Service WE HELP OUR CLIENTS 
TO EMBRACE A LOSS 
PREVENTION MINDSET 
WHICH ENHANCES THEIR 
OPERATIONS AND 
STRENOTHENS CLIENT 
REUTIONSHIPS.Association Administrators & Consultants 

19000 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 500 
Irvine, California 92715 

714-833-0673 Collect
Vroffisinunl Iiahiiity I’ninrtiou 

fur Iksitfii I'l iftts/ounli213/620-1775
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sity to litigate disputes.
The next critical stage is the negotiation 

of contracts for hire. The thoughtful 
architect understands that his/her responsi­
bility is to exercise ordinary, reasonable 
technical skill, knowledge and care that 
would be expected of a qualified profes­
sional in a similar situation. A breach of 
that basic legal standard results in liability 
for damages. Any expansion of this 
standard through a service contract should 
be examined carefully and executed with 
the understanding that you will likely be 
held accountable for any damages which 
result from a failure to perform. Frequently, 
a poorly executed contract is the foundation 
on which claims are built.

that you are working on a problem, project 
efforts must be enhanced. Often good 
documentation can lead the party claiming 
damages to direct a claim to the appropriate 
party, and the architect avoids becoming 
embroiled further in our inefficient legal 
system. A key ingredient of a successful 
loss prevention program is the understand­
ing that it is frequently wiser to accept 
thinner profit margins and overcompensate 
for shortcomings than to ignore the situation 
and accept that problems are inevitable.

Finally, it is extremely Important not to 
ignore problems during design and con­
struction. It is more likely that problems 
will grow and compound than evaporate. 
Disputes and controversies should be 
examined and evaluated as they occur. TTie 
architect should seek counsel from others in 
the firm as well as outside advisors about 
ways to resolve the difficulty.

These are the basic communication 
issues which should be part of the loss 
prevention system of every firm. To the lay 
person, the design process is fundamentally 
esoteric. Effective communication at every 
stage will result in better understanding of 
the complexity and limitations of the 
process by all involved.

Practice

The good news Is that design failures are 
rare, but the bad news is that architects are 
being included in a growing number of dis­
putes. The majority of the dollars spent by 
design professionals and their insurance 
carriers is directed towards dispute resolu­
tion rather than curing problems. It is 
difficult to fathom that literally hundreds of 
millions of dollars are spent annually to 
convince interested parties that the architect 
had little or no culpability for a particular 
defect or deficiency. In addition, the 
nonproductive time and lost energy of the 
architect adds greatly to the burden of doing 
business in our current environment.

Given this sorry reality, the architect 
must take steps which will minimize his/her 
involvement in disputes. It is clear that the 
root of many negligence claims is commu­
nications failure. Many architects have and 
continue to avoid litigation through careful 
executiem of a loss prevention program. 
Some of the key ingredients of such a 
program are proactive steps to assure that 
ail of their communication are effective.

Communications failure can begin at the 
earliest stage in a project where during the 
initial meetings it is often clear that the 
client has unrealistic and unreasonable 
expectations of the architect. This is the 
time to help the client understand the 
complexities of designing and constructing 
a project. Another important step is to 
screen the client and their contractor and 
review their past experience, financial 
capabilities, and in particular their propen­

’ The majority of the 
dollars spent by design 
professionals and their 

insurance carriers is 
directed towards dispute 

resolution rather than 
curing problems."

LIABILITY 
AND THE 
DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL
Kenneth J. Wfttman
Mr. Wittman is president of the Crowell 
Insurance Agency.

In many cases, a standard AIA contract 
agreement is appropriate, but for more com­
plex projects the c<mtract must be tailored. 
Too often contracts provided by clients in­
clude terms, conditions and provisions that 
are unrealistic and cannot be reasonably 
executed by the architect. The architect 
must negotiate to develop a contract that 
provides a good description of the responsi­
bilities of the parties and appropriate 
protection for breach of their duties.

During the construction phase there is 
often a failure to recognize limitations of 
participants in the construction process and 
adjust the communications to avoid misun­
derstandings and problems. All through the 
design process the architect should be 
keeping good records and documenting 
communications with all parties to the 
project. In a situation where it is apparent

Services Offered

Group de Vilk. Passive and Active 
SolarDesign. EnergyConsulling. Title 
24CodeC(Mnpliance. (213)829-2738.

Computer Aided Drafting Services. 
CAD operator will digitize 
architectural drawings, make 
revisions, and plot drawings at very 
reasonable rates. Call Erwin at (818) 
9040446.

OUR ONLY RENEWABLE NATURAL RESOURCE 

DESIGN & BUILD WITH WOODWOOD Design Possibilities Limited Only 
By Your Imagination

Call us for Information on any Specie
iSn.4

m Grade Rule Books, National Design Specs & Other Information
LUMBER ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (818) 96S4344_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Double your parking without 
expensive construction!

Parking Solutions lifts can be installed for less than half 
the per-space cost of a new parking structure.
For use indoors or out. The Parking Lift is cost effective in 
existing sites and buildings or new construction, and is vir­
tually maintenance free.
Fits existing parking layouts. Meets code requirements. 
Many safety features. Excellent guarantee.
Call today for a free consultation. 1-800-359-5021

BOOKS ON ART • ARCHITECTURE • DESIGN
NEW • OUT-OF-PRINT • IMPORTED 

PERIODICALS FROM AROUND THE WORLD • PUBLISHERS' CLOSEOUTS

ON 3RD ST. MALL BETWEEN WILSHIRE & ARIZONA 

1254 SANTA MONICA MALL. SANTA MONICA 90401 

(213) 458-9074

HENNESSEY
+ INCALLS PARKING rmramS

^ THr I*ark>ni( l.iflAAT * ARCMITieTUM Visa and Mastercard 2663 Manhattan Beach Blvd.. Redondo Beach. CA 90278

Distinctive 
Designs

Fine wood and glass creations, 
to your specifications or ours. 

Residential and commercial.

/ 'I
/

IfUl
B U

i-- ARCHITECTURAL
□OOR8 & WINDOWS

LONG BEACH, CA 
(213) A95-208S

i
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old single family zoned neighborhoods. 
Density; evil incarnate! Block or divert it!

The new communities: In spite of the 
preoccupation and ctmfusion about goals 
and methods there are now some clear indi­
cations of physical forms being envisioned 
to not just house growth iMit. infinitely 
more importantly, to create patterns of 
buildings and communities that will not 
only permit but will nurture democratic 
interaction between individuals.

These communities will be pedestrian 
size to ensure fluent personal erK:<Hinters 
so lacking in our auto environment. Al­
ready a Virginia mixed-use. pedestrian 
community will occupy only 76.5 acres.

Each community will be only one of a 
large number clustered around a single 
high-rise central business district but sepa­
rated from it and each from the other by 
greenery. Each will be a single nerve cell, 
self-sufficient except for the connectitm by 
nerve fibers, the mass transit lines, to each 
other and the financial-legal-management 
ganglion, the CBD.

^ch will be a diverse, nearly self-suffi­
cient organism (residences, services, res­
taurants. bars, churches, parks, theaters, 
offices, libraries, schools and non-polluting 
industry) patterned by a new breed of 
’“zoning” laws that prevents hermetic 
groupings.

Stores and other public places, espe­
cially those open at night, will be sprinkled 
along the sidewalks among the apartments 
to maximize pedestrian traffic and its cor­
ollary. minimization of street crime.

Transition: The much feared transition 
of the Dream from single to multi-family 
buildings will be ea.sed as the delights of 
this new kind of town life become appar­
ent. Of course, the private garden surround 
rarely guaranteed freedom from intrusion, 
even by neighbors, especially when neigh­
bors’ windows inevitably faced each other 
across narrow side yards. Yesterday’s 
private gardens will be embodied in com­
munity greenbelts where children walk to 
playgrounds and schools. And the boring 
Exercycle in the old bathroom will be re­
placed by walking easily to work or market

or library or the day-care center. And the 
family car will mostly stay in the garage 
except for the Sunday drive, a vacation trip, 
severe weather or family emergency, Most 
will live and work in the same village.

Implementation: We cannot delegate the 
implementation of these changes to our 
Planning Directors even though they may 
be certifiable geniuses; instead it will re­
quire an array of grassroots initiatives.

First, the m^a must commit themselves 
to thorough publicizing of the issues and 
explanations of the goals and steps needed 
to achieve them.

Powerful opposition by “realists” will 
warn about losses of tax base and the im­
possibility of financing “such schemes” 
but since they sit alongside us in freeway 
paralysis arul equally fear mugging in the 
streets, well conceived proposals from com­
munities in distress will bring them into 
consensus.

Immense energy investments by public 
spirited citizens in every neighborhood will 
be critical as will volunteer professional 
help from such as AIA’s R/UDAT to design 
community plans and create renderings and 
models to enable laymen to visualize goals.

Grassroots pressure on city and county 
governments either in their chambers or by 
initiative at the polls will convert neighbor­
hood activist groups into local Planning 
Commissions with mandated findings. 
Lacking expertise, these bodies will be em­
powered, like a grand jury, to call upon 
society’s top professional advisors, govern­
mental and private, for full-range interdi.sci- 
plinary symposiums to clarify goals and 
means of implementation.

Public will: A century ago we modem 
hermits renounced our cities for the single 
family suburbs. But we have the power if 
we have the will to fashion our cities into 
places of civility and delight. The Dream of 
the American Home must and will persist 
but it will be transformed in such a fashion 
as to once again gift us with the satisfaction 
it did in the past and its persistence will be 
the dynamo of change.

The Listener

A powerful emotional mind-set of a whole 
people has, from time to lime, retarded or 
accelerated major changes in human affairs. 
One of these, notably powerful and persis­
tent in our times, is the Dream of the Ameri­
can Home.

The Dream always had a hermetic qual­
ity; one's own plot of land and on it a single 
family house sheltered from the world in an 
enfolding garden—a little castle, ubiquitous 
yet unique to the New World since its dis­
covery. Its self-focused quality might have 
blighted the growth of that early novelty, the 
democratic community, except for the neces­
sity to face common dangers together. For­
tunately, communities were small, citizen 
debated frequently in the streets and carried 
their conclusions to Town Hall.

Today, pedestrian encounters are rare in 
our vast, hermetically zoned, single family 
neighborhoods; instead neighbors roam the 
streets in hermetic cocoons then meet in sur­
prise at the voting booth (infrequently). Un­
fortunately. hermeticism is the equivalent of 
isolation. Isolation breeds boredom, bore­
dom breeds alienation and alienation has 
crippled our democracy. This is the source of 
our common frustrations with critical social 
problems. Choked freeways mirror these 
frustrations: people struggling through giant 
sprawl to increasingly distant destinations.

Spasmodic efforts to control growth have 
actually addressed mutually cancelling pro­
posals: blocking the sprawl of single family 
developments while simultaneously blocking 
the intrusion of new apartment buildings into

THE
PERSISTENT

DREAM

Dull, inert cities do 
contain the seeds of their 
own destruction and little 
else; but lively, diverse, 

intense cities contain the 
seeds of their own timeless 

regeneration.
—Jane Jacobs, 1961

Paul Sterling Hoag, FAIA

Space Available available, airy, bright office with garden patio, next to public 
garage. CallMilan(213)285-9701.

Jobs Offered

Newly furnished Venice office space to share with architect. 
Great location close to beach. Option to buy marketing and 
existing contacts. Call Yasmine or leave message (3%-5765).

Project Architect. 2-3 years experience in predominantly Type V 
multi-housing work. Detail design, project management, site 
observation skills required. Small design office. (213)480-0812.

Hi-Tech Prof. Offices. Inglewood Civic Center, Skylights, big 
windows, garden patio, free parking, lelephorte, fax, xerox, 
reception services. Call Linda (213)419-2240.

Architect's improved hi-rise loft to share or possible take over. 
Up to 1300 sf. beautiful Miracle Mile art deco building (213) 933- 
5583.

Intermediate Interior Designer with 4yeardesign degree plus 3- 
5 years'experience minimum. Hotel, millwork desirable. Must be 
willingtorelocate to Hawaii. For further information write; Group 
70 Limited, 924 Bethel Street. Honolulu. HI 96813-4398. atin: Anne 
Theiss, AIA. ASID.

Full service garden office in Glendale available to share. 
Approximately 600-800 square feet, with receptionist, 
conference room, kitchen, flatbed printer, diazo machine, and 
workstations. Call Linda at (818) 546-2090.Brentwood architect will share Wilshire Blvd. offices. Includes 

private office, shared reception, conference room and drafting 
tables, fax. copier, and free parking. Call Susan (213)477-4267.

AFFORDABLE-EXPEDITIOUS-GUARANTEED

G. R COMPUTER GRAPHICSLandscape architecture firm seeking to share or sublease part 
of prime office space in the Third Street Promenade in Santa 
Monica. Call David Kim(213)458-8871. CAD SERVICES 

SYSTEM SALES
IMAGE PROCESSING

3D ANIMATED WALKTHROUGHS
"WE OFFER SOLUTIONS TO ARCHITECTURAL TASKS

(818) 704-9796Architectural/Graphics .Studio-garden court & street frontage, 
glass and light. Granada building vicinity. $1.25 sq. ft., security 
parking available. (213) 385-08(X).

Beverly Hills architectural office space, one working station

RGA LLOYD
DAKflNRICHARD GAGE ASSOCIATES

TITLE
24 Management ■ Marketing Consultants

ENERGY

CALCS ■ Strategic Planning
■ Management Retreats
■ Computerized Marketing 

Systems
■ Ownership Transition
■ Marketing Audits ;

From $150.

• COMPUTER ANALYSIS AND POINT SYSTEM

• RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

- HVAC SIZING INCLUDED

• OVERNIGHT SERVICE AVAILABLE

SANTA MONICA OFFICt 

213-t3a-334S 1S400 MmxmUm Avenue, F-2S0 
Merina del Rey. CA ■ 90292 ■ 211/S22-0601
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• n the sirating her overwhelming dedication 
Richard Neutra. She completed the 
she set for herself,

Dione Neutra

News
to plans to stale that they , 

engineering documents.
are not archiiecturaJgoals or

was bom in Munich. Ger­
many in 1901 and joined her husband 
Richard in Los Angeles in 1924. She is 
survived by her sons Frank, Dion and 
Raymond as well as her .sisters ReguJa 
Fybel and Verene Bezencon. four 
children and seven

TolheEditor
going to write this letter but after 

reading Ray Kappe’s comments in "Recent 
Student Work and Comments from SCI-
ARC ' (LA Architect July 1990), I felt like I 
nad to.

1 was not

grand-
great-grandchildren A

memorial service has been planned for 
Sunday, October 28 from 2-4 pm at the 
Neutra-designed chapel adjacent to the 
Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove.

Richard Neutra wrote that it was his in­
tention to design finer beliefs for people 
not just buildings. Dione Neutra. through 
er own hfe. was a beacon guiding us all 

toward finer beliefs.

In 19721 had time to get involved in 
social and political concerns. ] testified 
behalf of Ray Kappe's defense against the
admimstrationatCaiPoiyPomona. I was
not only defending Kappe but also all 
faculty memt«rs who were supporting Ray. 

to do 't was the right thing

on

On Saturday, September 1, Mrs. Dione 
Neutra died at the age of 89. Surrounded by 
her family m the home she loved more than 
any other worldly possession, her death 
typical of her life, peaceful.

Mrs. Neutra was an exceptional human 
being. She was a talented concert cellist 

singer, secretaiy and aide to her 
husband Richard Neutra. and a champion of 
more than 100 charities. Dione 
fervent in her belief that

the

was
Back in the late 60s and early 70s the

at SCI-ARC shared a "simple" and "com­
mon sense” approach towards the design 
proce.s.s. Only simple facts, simply stated 
was our motto. No. everyone agreed with 
^len Small or Tom Mayne 
Rotondi but that

Marvin J. Malecha, AIA
Mr. Malecha is Dean of the College of 
Environmental Design. Ca) Poly Pomona,

dione neutra

1901-1990
remained

. a new order of
architecture, inspired by biorealism, is the 
inevitable conclusion of reasoned thought. 
Becau.se of her generosity and beliefs, the 
Neu^a family home, designed by Richard 
^d Dion Neutra. was donated to the 
College of Environmental Design at 
California State Polytechnic University
^mona. The desire of the College is to
bring the life and spirit of Mrs. Neutra to 
the home by housing an advanced studio for 
urban research, acting as a residence for a 
disunguished faculty member, hosting 
visitors, and eventually housing Mrs 
Neutra *s personal

or even Mike 
was fine and acceptable i. 

everyone. This definitely was not grounds 
tor termination.

I was sorry to read that 
friends and

TherrAtA^ Li«nsinsBillDtfealed
the CCAIA has succeeded in defeating 
interior designers' legislative campaign to 
gam state licensure. Instead 
legislation

to

compromise
was passed, providing for 

statutory reference to "certified inferior 
^signers." SB 153 (Craven), effective 
January 1,1991, provides a statutory refer­
ence to private, self-certification of interior 
designers through trade associations such as 
the A^an Society of Interior Designers.

bB 153 provides no stale regulation or 
certification of interior designers, and does 
nor constitute a practice or title act of any

buildinl
officials continued authority and responsi- 
hihty to exercise discretion in determining 
to what extent they will 
certified interior designers, 

other unlicensed

many of my old 
associates had been diminished 

by the new administration. I was also sorry 
to hear that things are changing and that the 
administration feels obligated 
this agenda, this is 

Also, 1 was

to support
not the right thing to do.

Sony to read .some of the
esoteric statements made by professionals 
like Kurt Meyer related to describing SCI- 
ARC in the 90s. These stalemem.s do not 
reflect its early beginning. ( have many 
fond memorie.s of SCI-ARC. 1 met my wife 
there and recently my children visited the 
school for the first time.

Iwish SCI-ARCand all the 
fessionals. who I have

papers.
She had hundreds of friends all around 

the world with whom she regularly corre­
sponded. Throughout an active life of 
travel she met and promised new friends 
that she would keep them informed of i... 
jfe through her yearly letter. Among her 

last trips abroad was a peace mission to the 
Soviet Union. Her considerable energies 
over the la.st several year.s were dedicated to 

Neutra; Promise
ond Fulfillment and Nature Near, demon-

accept plans from 
” as with any 

person. Architects.
engineers and any other persons, licen.sed 
unlicensed, remain free to use the title "cer- 
Ufied interior designer.” To further clarify 
the distinction between "certified interior 
^signers ’ and licensed design profession­
als, bti 153 requires interior de.signm'

expert pro- 
minimal respect for, 

all the good luck and good fortune for con­
tinuing succe.s.s and progres.s.

her

or

DavW J. Mesa, AIA
Undergraduate and graduate student at
Ca( Poly Pomona, graduate student at SCI- 
ARC
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CONNECTIVITY

The sprawling urban form of Los Angeles has been gen­

erated by four successive transportation layers. Intercon­
tinental railroads transformed the city from a small, rela­
tively isolated agricultural town into an urban center 
radiating rail lines throughout the Southern California 

region.

through Watts to downtown Long Beach, the first 22-mile 
light rail component of a future 150-mile rail system.

Finally, the Pacific Rim connection will be strength­

ened by a long term planning effort currently underway 

to create the worlds largest integrated marine-rail-high­
way transportation hub in Los Angeles. The tour will in­
clude a visit to ti>e Port of Los Angeles, guided by a rep­
resentative of Worldport LA. returning to Santa Monica 
past LA International Airport, the other key component 

in making Los Angeles the sea/air shipping capital 
of the West

Michael Schneider 
Nancy Michali

Trolley lines installed in the early 1900s made unde­
veloped land accessible and led to the creation of dis­
persed residential communities. Construction of major 
highways continued the region’s decentralized growth by 
overriding linear development patterns which the street­
car lines had imposed.

Finally, freeways wem built during the 1950s and '60s 
to solve problems of congestion on the city's streets and 
highways. Their construction completed the framework 
for decentralized development The sprawl was cast in 

concrete
Now the freeways approach gridlock and the contin­

uing economic and environmental health of the Southern 
California region requires some major improvements in 
infrastructure and changes in commuting habits. Two new 
regional transportations layers are being implemented in 
response. The first involves reintroduction of high-speed, 
high-tech rail transit, while the second redefines the term 
"regional” with new Pacific Rim sea/air connections from 
the Port of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles International 
Airport.

The tour of regional connections will address the fol­
lowing key areas in detail. The aesthetics of movement, 
first seen as most participants arrive by air. reveals the 
dispersion of neighborhoods, districts and urban centers, 
woven together by an assortment of transportation corri­
dors. Movement along these regional pathways reveals 

images of Los Angeles in cinematic and episodic fash­
ion-over and under bridges, through tunnels, along 
harbor edges

Land use patterns determined by commerce, indus­
try, housing, utilities, civic and open space will be read 
against the city's transportation layers and their ability to 

generate new urban form in the face of existing density 
and congestion.

Rail transit, reintroduced this year after having been 
systematically dismantled in the early 1960s, will be ex­
amined for its possible impact on the region's revitaliza­
tion The lour will ride from downtown Los Angeles

CulvefCil>
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HABITAT

Neighborhoods, 
Typologies, 

and the Crisis in 
Affordability

model neighborhood. Yet the dream house had its critics, 
and by the late 1970s their accounting of its environ- 

mental sixial and economk costs could not be igno/^' 
—Dolores Hayden, from Redesigning the American 
Dream

"As an adult with my own family I've set up tiny house­
holds in mundanely representative communities. 1) Silver 
Lake—a guest house in an older, hilly, romantic, close-in 
enclave of LAs good life (drinks on the deck, amid euca­
lyptus leaves and a view of the reservoir); 2) Culver 
City—a classically dull stucco quadruplex on a wide 
street rife with kids, superrrtarkets, squealing street-mod- 
ifieds. and that strange, depressing mist which floats in­
land on winter afternoons; 3} Long Beach—gray, quiet, 
noi-quite-there, on the fringes of the beach set (Belmont 
Shores. Naples) and seediness (downtown, the arcades 
and whorehouses) where Ross MacDonald's private dick, 
Archer, paid his dues; and the worst. 4| Pacoima—a jun­
gle of campers, beer-bellies, asphalt, smog, crackerbox 
tract houses, littered shopping centers, pig women in 
platinum bouffants, and the overriding stench of hope­
lessness (a six-year-old kid walking to school through a 
freeway underpass with 12 lanes of obese traffic crash­
ing by, and a visibility of a block and a half). Now that I’m 
hiding in the hills I wouldn't live anywhere other than LA 
except as a Modern Master retired n the Spanish coast 
or Cornwall, but 1 remember the Pit well and my emotioris 
regarding Baghdad-by-the-Sea are ambivalent; to reverse 
the old song line; 'But when I love you. it's cause I 
hate you."
—Peter Ptagens. quoted from 'Los Angeles The Ecology 
of Evil" in Artforum (July 1971).

''The vast spaces and the crushing vacuum of the West 
demanded ingenious architectural solutions whose civi­
lizing influences were immediate and whose effect on the 
city was visible. The single-family house, as It floated m 
a continuous flat or undulating landscape between the 
mountains and the ocean, seemed incapable of defining 
community in form In the urban areas where courts 
constituted a dominant and visible component of urban 
structure, the city incorporated an orderly hierarchy 
of public space'
—Stefanos Polyzoides. Roger Sherwood. James Tice. 
Julius Shulman. Courtyard Housing in Los Angeles

With the exception of the Native American Gabrielinos, 
Los Angeles' demographic history has been a continuous 
stream of immigrants—both international and domestic. 
The largest influxes occurred during the Depression, 
World War II, and just afterward, when Los Angeles was 
a center for military design, manufacturing and bases. We 
came here because of the mild weather, strong economy 
and. ultimately, the hope of fulfilling the American Dream, 
not the least part of which was the idea of the single 
family home with its private yard or garden

Los Angeles grew up as the ultimate subdivision of 
single family homes. Developers helped build the Pacific 
Electric C^r lines so that their houses or lots would sell. 
Extravagant junkets were offered so that people would 
visit out-of-the-way developments and be swept away by 
their splendor.

The image of the home in Los Angeles mirrors that in 
most of the United States; there are Victorians. Crafts­
man and Bungalow styles, Richardsonian Romanesque. 
Spanish and Mission styles (more common to California), 
and everything in between. Adaptations to the climate 
and the willingness to incorporate fantasies have led to 

eccerrtnc permutations nal corrtmon elsewhere. Modern 
residential architecture had some of its earliest aruf best 
examples in Los Angeles.

With the 1980s and '90s, the city has come of age as 
a trade, economic and art center However, it has serious 
modem day problems. With its disparate distribution of 
wealth and its servant class of recent immigrants from 
Central America and Asia. Los Angeles Is becoming a 
Third World city Our transportation system is failing, and 
we are all suffocating in smog The development of an in­
fluential. grassroots position on how our city grows and 
matures has only just begun. We have always had a weak 
collective memory, which is perhaps typically American 
and especially Angelino. With such a diverse population 
it has been difficult to organize and effect change in hie 
community, instead of leaving the city's fate solely to 

profiteering.
Until the 1960s. Los Angeles had been a city of pre­

dominantly single family homes In neighborhoods created 
by subdivisions and adjacent strip boulevards providing 
commercial services. There has always been a down­
town, with a density of glorious multi-story masixiry and 
terra cotta structures, but it wasn't until dingbats replaced

single family homes or filled in gaps in the urban 
fabric that higher density living became common in 
Los Angeles.

Currently the city is undergoing an intense level of 
densification. An updated version of the dingbat, gener­
ated by zoning and building codes, called *4 over 2' for 
the four residential levels over two levels of semi-sub­
terranean parking, is leading the intensification of urban 
living in much of Los Angeles. At the same time the end­
less sprawl continues, regardless of the lack of resources 
such as native water. Beyond the reaches of Los Angeles 
proper, way past the San Fernando and San Gabriel Val­
leys. the continuous blur of subdivisions reaches into the 
desert at f^lmdafe, Santa Clarita...

Habitat will look at some of our nei^borhoods and 
the historical and contemporary protot^s of housing in 
Los Angeles—some successful and some not so suc­
cessful. We will focus on two issues; the crisis of afford­
able housing in a city where most professionals, let alone 
anyone else, can barely afford to buy a home and the 
homelessness that surrounds us in a quantity that is in- 
comprohensible in one of America's wealthiest cities In 
a discussion involving experts on housing issues and 
those who work with the homeless we will broaden our 
understanding of the problems and potential solutions

Anne Zimmerman, AIA

'Less than a mile from the heart of one of the world's 
most affluent cities, undocumented immigrants spend 
their days in conditions that rival the poorest of those in 
the Third World nations they left behind. On a river bank 
often heaped with junk and garbage, an estimated 150 
day laborers bathe, cook, camp, wash clothes and defe­
cate In treated waste water occasionally polluted with 
chemicals illegally dumped in storm drains and gutters 
that empty into the channel."
—Louis Sahagun, quoted from article in the Los Angeles 
Times (August 13.19901

"The dream house replaced the ideal city as the spatial 
representation of American hopes for the good life It not 
only triumphed over the model town, the dream house 
also prevailed over two other models of housing, one 
based on an ideal of efficient collective consumption of 
scarce resources, the other based on an ideal of the L. A. ARCHITECT Q
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THE PUBLIC REALM

ter, the redevelopment of South Park and the Spanish 
Steps justify a certain level of optimtsm. The challenge is 
to ensure that ^e urban context of Los Angeles' future 
civic spaces be placed above individual designers' stylis­
tic fireworks.

David Decker, AIA 
Katherine Diamond. AIA 
Richard Schoen, FAIA 
Katherine Spitt, AIA

"Los Angeles threatens the intellectual repose and pro­
fessional livelihood of many architects, artists, planners, 
and environmentalists because it breaks the rules of ur­
ban design that they promulgate in works and writings 
and teach to their students In so far as Los Angeles per­
forms the functions of a great city, in terms of size, cos­
mopolitan style, creative energy, international influence, 
distinctive way of life and corporate personality, .to the 
extent that Los Angeles has these qualities, then to that 
same extent all the most admired theorists of the present 
century, from the Futurists and Le Corbusier to Jane 
Jacobs to Sibyl h/loholy-NagY. have been wrong."
—Reymer Banham. Los Angeles: The Architecture of Four 
Ecologies

Streets are for 
People Too

Contrary to the prevailing image, some areas of Los 
Angeles do provide a lively pedestrian experience. Al­
though small compared to the region as a whole, they 
are important models for addressing increased density 
and congestion

Traditionally, the Hispanic Broadway shopping district 
in downtown Los Angeles, collegiate Westwood Village, 
the boardwalks of several beach cities, and Hollywood 
Boulevard have provided amenities adequate to produce 
critical mass. Recently, Community Redevelopment 
Agency-subsidized development in Little Tokyo, and 
market-driven areas such as Koreatown and Melrose 
Boulevard have also become active pedestrian areas.

Current plans for West Hollywood, Westwood Vil­
lage. CRAs work in Hollywood and South Park, and the 
Beverly Fairfax-Mtracle Mile urban design workshop, co­
ordinated by ttie AIA, all work to reinforce existing assets. 
Hw new mass transit stations, and the City Ranning De­
partment's revision of the community plans and imple­
mentation of urban design guidelines provide opportuni­
ties to further enhance pedestrian Los Angeles.

Greening the River
Originally a "beautiful limpid little stream with willows," 
the Los Angeles River is currently stark and inaccessible. 
Channelization commenced in 1938 as a result of disas­
trous flooding. The Army Corps of Engineers is again 
planning to upgrade its capacity to accommodate the 
40% increase in runoff caused by continuing development 
in the watershed.

While a proposal exists to convert the river into a 
freeway, increased environmental awareness has created 
a constituency dedicated to developing the area for recre­
ational uses. Although the Mayor supports this move to 
green the river, funding has not been identified. The re­
cent LA/DAPT workshop for Center City North proposed 
focusing a new residential community on a revitalized 
river park in what is currently an under-used industrial 
area. These new visions show the river as a civic asset 
linking disparate portions of the ciiy.

Turf Wars
In a multi-ethnic democracy for whom do we design our 
public spaces? The rich can afford to avoid the public 
realm, and the middle class hurry uncomfortably past the 
homeless. Privatized-public plazas and malls use guards 
to discourage "urtdesifables.' Park benches are designed 
with multiple armrests to prevent their use for sleeping, 
and public toilets have been eliminated because of po­
tential abuse. Gangs battle over turf, and innocents die 
m the crossfire Public parks are no longer viewed by 
the community as positive—they are seen as sources of 
danger. Los Angeles is a highly visible example of these 
national concerns.

Air/Water/Waste Management
The Southern California climate has attracted immigrants 
and been a primary driver of regional growth since the 
turn of the century Simultaneous despoilment of the en­
vironment, a by-product of growth that included intense 
suburbanization, resulting traffic congestion, and multi­
ple pollution of groundwater, beaches, canyons, and 
the air, may have been the earliest and most acute in 
the nation.

Now, however, the region car boast some of the 
country's most original and demanding anti-pollution reg­
ulations. These regulations are about to be intensified 
and extended into every area of the economy by the 
South Coast Air Quality Management Control District, and 
are perhaps the region's most far-reaching move yet to re­
dress the balance between economic and physical 
growth, environment, and the quality of life.

Civic Formalism = Dead Spaces
Los Angeles has a historic paucity of exciting formal/ar­
chitectonic urban spaces The Los Angeles Civic Mall, the 
Music Center, and the Los Angeles County Museum of An 
are all examples of civic formalism with no real, vibrant 
use. Perhaps the new confidence in Los Angeles as the 
capital of the Pacific Rim will create a renaissance in civic 
projects. The Disney Concert Hall, Beverly Hills Civic Cen­

L. A. ARCHITECT 8



THE ECONOMIC ENGINE

"for nearly 150 years. Los Angeles .has been viewed less 
as a place where people live or as a beautiful place than 
as a place to be mined, to strike it rich,"

—Robert Towne, author of screenplay for "Chinatown" 
and "The Two Jakes" quoted in the New York Times 
(August 5,19901

Nothing is as Constant 
as Change
The city was founded in 17B0 and for most of its first 100 
yeais centered around the Pla^a area (now El Pueblo His­
toric Park) The settlement was designed in accordance 
with the Spanish "Law of the Indies" that dictated a plaza 
design parti giving order and hierarchy to colonial 
settlements.

With the American conquest came a new device for 
structuring the growth of the city. The survey laid out by 
Lt. E.O.C. Ord in 1849 set a rigid grid system of large 
blocks outside the original settlement. Development 
quickly moved out of the Pueblo south and west in what 
has been a continuing, centrifugal motion. Movement and 
fragmentatiort were further accelerated by transportation 
systems—first the railroads, then the Pacific Electric 
streetcars, and finally the freeway system

length and carry most of the city's commercial develop- 
mem. The result is a dramatic drop in density from the 
commercial strip to adjacent residential neighborhoods 
This phenomenon, coupled with frustrations about traf­
fic, noise and accelerated growth patterns, has recently 
led to a voter initiative which down-zoned many proper­
ties in the city from 3:1 FAR to 1.5 to 1. Growth manage­
ment will be the dominant theme for planning and urban 
design in Los Angeles during the nineties.Dreams and Disappointment

The distance between the image of Los Angeles and the 
reality is enormous We imagine Disneyland, movies, 
beaches, mountains, beautiful and tan bodres. It’s all 
here, but somehow it's not as we pictured it. The smog, 
traffic and suburban sprawl blur the view. The urban form 
of the city is unrecognizabli 

patterns

Economic Engines
The challenge for the future is to understand how Los 
Angeles' economic strength and diversity manifests itself 
in physical form. Will the future see the city further 
fragment and expand as development rushes to the place 
of least constraint'’ Will Los Angeles' future image be 
closer to the remembrance of its sunshine-filled past 
and movieland mythoiogyi Will the offices, factories, 
studios, warehouses, schools, streets, and residences 
reveal an urbanism of opportunity and hopei 
John Kaliski, AIA 
Allyne Winderman, AIA

•It doesn’t fit into familiar

In spite of its image as a new territory. Los Angeles 
was founded over 2(X) years ago. It is a huge and rapidly 
growing regiort with a population of over 3.4 million in the 
city, 8.5 million in the courtty, and 13.5 million in its vast 
rrtetmpolitan area. The tension between a dense, emerg­
ing city and the continuing search for suburban serenity 
is creating the form of the city that we see today.

A New City
In many ways, Los Angeles was conceived as much by 
what it did not want to be as by an image of what it de­
sired. People moving to Los Angeles were fleeing the dirt, 
crowds, and prying eyes of eastern and midwestern 
cities. This city would different!

An example of one of the most dramatic differences 
is that for over SO years, the notion of symbolizing wealth 
with towers was subjugated to the ideal of the City Beau­
tiful. In the first move (of what would be a continuing 
theme) to prevent the "Manhattanization" of Los Ange­
les. the people of the city voted in 1904 for a building 
height limit of 130 feet, which was expanded to 150 feet 
in 1909, A vote of the people in 1926 allowed City Hall to 
rise twice as high as any other building in the city, its 
clear physical and symbolic center In 1956, the height 
limit was rescinded, again by popular vote. Today in 
downtown Los Angeles. Century City, Westwood, and all 
over the region, tall buildings appear, creating a dramatic 
skyline, but little related to the uniqueness of the region.

Destroying the Myth: 
The City at Work
The greater Los Angeles region contains only five percent 
of the State of California, but nearly half of its population 
and economy. The region produces over $240 billion 
worth of goods and services annually, making its gross 
product rank 11th in the world, above such countries as 
Australia and Spain.

The industrial base in Los Angeles is extremely di­
verse, with over 60 industries producing a substantial per­
centage of the nation's ouqiut. The movie industry, inter­
national trade, government and the military, agriculture, 
oil. tourism, education, and electronics all contribute to 
the region's economic strength Manufacturers directly 
employ more than 20% of the workers in the region. The 
ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles are the fastest 
growing major cargo centers m the nation. The airport is 
the nation's third largest

Difficult Juxtapositions
Although the Los Angeles region is conceived of as a 
series of centers, it is a linear city m many respects Great 
boulevards such as Wilshire and Sunset stretch across its
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The Middle Ground
relation loenvironmenial constrainis.by its 
linkages to wealth andpoverty. its connection to 
dreams, fears and fantasies, by the interaction 
of its physical reality (which is wholly independ­
ent of current theory in city building) with the 
emerging cultureof images and information it 
embodies, Los Angeles presents the deepest 
contemporary challenge tocity building.

units serviced by cheap labor engenders the 
sub-contractingeconomicculture of Southern 
California and makes it the seventh most 
powerful economy in the world. This economic 
strength may be seen as depending on the 
structure andcondition of the builtenviron- 
ment.

much of its interstitial tissue, reflects the energyThe dispersed settlement patterns of Los 
Angeles result from the inclination of a growing of opportunity generated by the development
middle class to avoid the dense, problematic market. The helter skelter rush to rent or sell.

and the accompanying flicker and pulse of real 
estate opportunity which plays over this 
ccmimercial landscape, accounts for the changing 
success, failure, and dereliction of property. A 
kind of commercial mulch of decaying and 
continuously renovated buildings results which

urban centers of the East, and to embrace a 
lifestyle in which the family is more continu­
ously integrated with natural circumstance and 
open space. At the same time, social prefer­
ences have operated to partition space 
according to wealth and ethnicity. In low 
density environments, this wasaccompUshedby promotes the economic and industrial strength of
single use zoning and the horizontal displace­
ment of ethnic neighborhoods.

Since the turn of the last century, the appeal 
of cl imate and lifestyle have increasingly 
promoted development and fuially used up the 
orange groves, producing amedium diversity 
extended tissue of residential development, 
periodically interrupted by small commercial 
cores and connected by commercial strips and 
boulevards.

The overriding urban design issue in Los 
Angeles is the understanding of this haphazard 
connective tissue of intermediate density which 
constitutes the matrix of the city and prefigures 
the prevail ing urban growth paftem-s of the next 
century. By its dimension and character, its 
natural circumstances, how it is serviced and 
reached by those who 1 ive and work in it. by the 
rules of its perception and organization, by its

Richard Weinstein
Mr. Weinstein is Dean of UCLA's Graduate 
School of Architecture and Urban 
Planning.

the region's economy where 75% of the business 
units employ less than ten workers. This same 
condition may cushion the in-migration of the 
HispaniesandAsiansby providing relatively inex­
pensive and even clandestine ways to set up 
business. The multiplicity of small economic

From the Top: 20/20Vision
The attraction of this American alternative to 

the failed Eastern approximationsof the 
European city is still powerfully strong, The 
consequent exploitation of the market has 
resulted in an urban structure almost shamefully 
adjusted to the values of an explosive middle 
class and its emerging informal, hedonistic, and 
egalitarian culture.

A repetitive continuous fabric is serviced by 
freeways, and velocity, distance, and a 
disorienting repetition ofpattemdiminishesa 
calibrated sense of space and boundary. Its 
shifting centers of energy are loocomplex to be 
mastered—one can only command the territory 
of personal owner .,hip. the yard, the pool, the 
house itself. There is no public realm because 
experience is eithcrtoodiffuseorioo privatized, 
except on the beach or in the theme parks which 
have been manufactured to satisfy the market 
for puWic realm.

The pace at which Los Angeles was devel­
oped, the resulting slap dash construction of

The City of Los Angeles is in need of anew 
vision for how it should develop into the 21 st 
century. Indefuiingthevision.itisalso 
essential to set in motion the means to achieve 
it, for without effective action, the most inspir­
ing vision cannot be realized.

Los Angeles has benefitted from the 
combined visions and actions of past dreamers 
and doers. But it is now a maturing city, with 
many problems to be solved as new opportuni­
ties are pursued. Toaddress both problems and 
oppoitunitieseffectivcly. earlier visions and 
plans must be re-examined and replaced with a 
more contemporary understanding of what the 
future can be.

Wiih the completion of AB 283 zoning 
consistency program, acrucial element of this 
implementation system is being pul in place. 
However, the prime component of our vision, the 
centers concept, is in need of refinement and 
renewal. Adopted in 1974byiheMayorand 
City Council, the centers concept envisioned, by 
the year2020. the development of several dozen 
high intensity, multi-u.se urban centers con­
nected by an extensive rail rapid transit system. 
The centers would provide appropri^e locations 
fornew high intensity development to be con­
centrated away from single family neighbor­
hoods which would be protected.

During the early 1980s, additional studies 
were done on centers concept implementation 
leading to adoption of an ordinance in 1986 
establishing boundaries for certain centers, as 
well as creating step-back requirements for 
highrise buildings being coastructed in these 
centers where such buildings adjoined residen­
tial neighborhoexis.

A special citizens advisory comm ittee on the 
future of the centers concept and citizen 
participation was appointed by the City Planning 
Commission in 1986 and presented its report to 
the Commission in late 1987. Theirreport 
included a series of recommendations for 
centers’ size, ma.ssing. and locations, along with 
the basic recommendation that the city form 
community planning advisory comm itiees in all 
community planarea.s. These committees are 
now being formed as the Comm unity Plan 
Revisitxi Program pMDgresses.

Meanwhile, work is progressing toward 
redefinition of the centers concept within the 
Balanced Growth Element of the General Plan. 
ConsultanlcontracLs will soon be let forwork 
that will look at the critical factors such as 
transportation, economics and land as,sembly 
that have helped form centers such as down­
town Los Angeles, Century City. and Warner 
Center. Thereview will also examine the rela- 
lionshipof centers toconidor developments 
such a.s Wilshire and Ventura and smaller 
specialized centers.

A charette will be held to obtain the most 
up-to-date thinking of designprofessionais. 
community advocates and business leaders 
regarding the future overall form of the city. 
Most important will be an identification of 
critical infrastructure needs reflected in the 
preferred urban form which emerges. Together, 
iheseconsideraiions will form the foundation 
for the Balanced Growth Element and the new 
vision forthecity.

Why Los 
Angeles?
LosAngeles/SouihemCalifomiaisa.special 
laboratory. We confront many of the same 
issues addressed by urban regions throughout 
the nation and industrial ized world, but in most 
cases the dimensions and the numbers are The downtown skyline from Pershing Square (photo by Silja Tillner).
magnified, the changes more rapid, and the 
responses more urgent. Whether forbeiieror 
for worse, the region has more growth than 
anywhere in the industrialized world, the mo.si 
foreign immigration, the largest US manufactur­
ing and high-tech center. It is a hot bed for new 
businesses and enterprise, young, decentralized, 
poiy-nucleated. unparalleled diversity of 
cl [mates and geography and natural ecologies, a
center for global trade, and the meeting place of relationships with emerging constellations
post-industrial society and the developing 
world. It also has homelessness, poverty. crime, 
air pollutiai, congestion, fiscal shortfalls, 
savings&loan frauds, educaiion/health/ 
welfare/justicc systems in crisis, and landscape opment policy, isclosely linked to technological

advances in telecommunication and high-speed

systems. KevinLynch commented in 1956 that 
he could read the macro scale of Southern 
California and he could find fine examples of 
micro .scale urban design, but was struck with 
the vacuum of legibility--of design-at the 
scales in between.

Of course, the scales do not operate sepa­
rately. Thecentral challenge is todiscoverand 
expand upon the underlying dreams which have 
impelled growth in the past, which are alive in 
people’s hearts and minds today and which will 
motivate millions of future citizens. At 
whatever scale and with whatever emphasis 
(connectivity, habitat, economic engine, or 
public realm)in Los Angeles.contributions are 
needed and welcome.

mixed use overolderexistingdevelopmenland 
an opportunity in the outlying "new town” 
developments to move directly to start this more 
urban form with the initial development cycle.

Another, less-explored challenge is at the 
new macro-scale of the galaxy: the links and

several hundred miles away in the San Joaquin
Valley, in the Sierra, in Nevada. Arizona, and 
BajaCalifomia. Thistouchesonquestionsof 
state andn^ional conservation and urban devel-

and rcsourcedegradation.
Successful evolution here will providea 

model for adaptation elsewhere, but most 
importantly can reaffirm CHirhuman capability to 
discover, create, and reveal new possibilitie.s.

Our urban form is an expanding galaxy of 
clustered constellations of villages and towns 
andcities. Theconstellations form overlapping 
metropolises so that there isamulti-melropolis

rail, and addresses, again, broad regional 
possibilitiesexamined by Geddes. Mumford and 
others in the 1920s and 1930s.

Perhaps the most enticing challenge, and one 
also not well explored, is the middle scale: the 
constellations orclusters of lowns/cities forming 
the semi-distinct adjoining metropolises within 
the region. It is at this scale-the scale of a 
valley or section of coa.sial plain or desert, of a 
half-dozen to 20jurisdictions—that we have the 
best chance to innovate with governmental 
arrangements, sharing of costs and revenues, 
and more sensitive interaction with natural

Frank E. Hotchkiss, AIA, AlCP
Mr. Hotchkiss, a senior consultant with 
the Planning Center in Newport Beach, 
was formerly Director of Regional 
Strategic Planning with the Southern 
California Association of Governments, 
and has taught at USC, SCI-ARC and UC 
Irvine.

Kenneth C. Topping
Mr. Topping is Director of Planning for the 
City of Los Angeles.

region.
There are at least three critical scales for

urban design. At the scale of the village, town 
orciiy.ihereisamajorchallenge to overlay a 
newcyclcof more intense andclosely-woven
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The New 
MajoritySocial justice demands a massive recycling 

ofhardscapeintogreenbelt. Having been raped 
by freeway construction and landuse dumping. 
Soudi Coitral and East Los Angeles now 
acute shortages of recreational space. The 
single most important reparation would be 
implementation of the proposed Los Angeles 
River greeibelt.

Los Angeles requires unprecedentedpublic 
spaces to synthesize itspolycultural energies. 
The Vermont corridor where Koreattrwn meets 
LittleCentralAmenca(Pico-Union)isagood 
example of how LA rearranges worid geography. 
Depending partially ext their architectural arKl

cultural endowments, these borders can beceme 
the harsh edges of ethnic conflict or the high* 
voltage gener^orsof cultural exchange. IfLA’s 
street cultures are allowed to rub together in the 
right way. via the construaion of shared public 
space, they may emit light of unusual warmth 
andclarity.

“The world is white no 
longer and will never be 

white again. 
—James Baldwin

At arecent Pacific Design Center panel on 
“Design and Cultural Identity,“avisiting 
Goman sc Ixriar rhapsodized about riding the 
bus in Los Angeles. Hedescribed being 
suiTounded by commiuos of all imaginable 
nationalities, conversing in an array of lan­
guages as, “concrete Utopia.” California as an 
earthly paradise is an ancient idea, but with the 
newmajorityitassumesaddedmeaning. There 
is the excitement of unparalleled cultural diver­
sity, the promise of the syntheses tocome, die 
possibility of a new premise for urban American
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Mike Davis
Mr. Davis teaches urban theory at SCI- 
ARC and the California institute of the 
Arts, and is currently finishing a book on 
the history of Los Angeles' labor 
movement.

life.
Los Angeles is the undisputed laboratory for 

theexperiment in urban co-existence we call 
the new majority. Demography makes this so: 
more than 50% of LAresidents arc people of 
color. Los Angeles hasalwaysbeenamultira- 
cial city, Angelenos a changing blend of Asians, 
whites. Latinos, and blacks. That mixture has 
been enhanced by the newly-arrived from 
around die globe-Asia, Africa. Latin America, 
die Middle East. Rather than recite the figures 
on immigration, birth rates, and ethnic diversity, 
it might better serve to put Los Angeles in a 
worldccHitexi. As Polish authorand world 
traveller. Ryzsard K^uscinski said on arecent 
stay here. “At the beginning of the 21 st century. 
90% of the woiid’spopulation will be dark- 
skinned. the white race will be no more than 
11 % of the all human beings I i v ing on the 
planet.” In this way. Kapuscinski asserts, the 
new majority of Los Angeles isa“premonitic«i” 
of the new world civilization, a peek at the inter- 
naticMial future for all Americans.

It isn’t just demography that makes this .so. 
however. There is history, too. And it is the 
past, held up like a mirror, which reveals most 
graphically the problems of the new majority. 
Los Angeles is chronically associated with racial 
conflict; the occasion of its first appearance in 
national headlines was the 19th century 
massacreof ImmigrantChinese workers ina 
downtown area know as CalledelosNegros (or 
indie more common. English parlance. Nigger 
Alley). Themassacreoccuircdncarwhatisnow 
City Hall. It became the prelude for the “Japs 
Must Go" slogans of the exclusion movement, 
the ZooiSuit murder case, and the Wans riots. 
Today. too, members of the new majority are 
more familiar with poverty, segregation, bad 
schools, and inadequate services than others. 
And theCounty Commission on Human 
Relations documents an annual rise in religious 
and racially-motivated hate crimes.

Someone once said that design is anything 
that doesn’t happen by accident. In this truism 
lies aclue for the future of Los Angeles, and.

I perhaps, the nation. It is not inevitable that LA
travel the path dictated by its worst experiences 
and passions. Los Angeles is still a new city; it 
has juvenescence. It has. as Hollywood agents 
say, “potential.” The promise—and the 
problematic-of the new majority offers an 
unprecedented opportunity to participate ina 
city in the making, one in which it is still 
possible to accommodate the yearning for 
Uiopia.evenamuliicultural one.
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Building Politics: The Role of 
the Architect/Urban Designer
When the adjacent words were written just 
weeks before the outbreak of World War I and 
two years before a bullet blew his brain apan-a 
victim of machine forces extolled—the great 
urban visionary Sant'Elia was not thinking of Los 
Angeles. Indeed, though he celebrated a spirit 
of modernity which continues to create this city, 
he probably could not imagine a place where 
each generation of architects, over a period of 
100 years, would build their edifices only to 
watch them disintegrate before their eyes as 
their successors stomped them to du.st or worse, 
just plain ignored iliem.

Los Angeles is not a belter place because it 
is a physical manifestation of the muse of early 
20th century modernism. Ourinabilitytoplani 
street trees that cool us from the desert sun. 
design sidewalks that invite walking, integrate 
the craft ofbuilding with this genuinely benign 
climate, or design dignified and affordable 
housing do not speak well of the architecture 
profession's role in the design/planning of the 
city. The fragmentation, disorder, cwitinued 
destruction and needless waste of air. land, 
water, and life; the amnesia exhibited every 
time a signif ̂ cant structure is destroyed; the 
mindless commutes; theoverlocrfcingof blighted 
neighborhoods even as billions are spenito 
subsidize the development of the peripheral city; 
the rigorous segregation of classes, races, 
young from old; the reduction of public life to a 
19 inch screen-one cannot help but question 
this Los Angeles order and its built ecology even 
as one celebrates the vitality of its chaos.

Do architects and urban designers effectively 
question the rules of this city building game? 
Does the “profession.” behind acloak of 
professional ncuuality. have a role to play? Are 
the cities that we create amanifestation of our 
highest ideals or simply a reflection of what 
Manfredo Tafuri defned as u.selcss-"pure!y 
architectural alternatives?"

Arch I tects arc tremendous re.sources of 
knowledge about the bu ill environment, and do 
have ready solutions, but are constantly stymied 
by their inability toadvtx:ate ideas at the right
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Susan Anderson
Ms. Anderson is a writer and media 
consultant for Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation.

They can insi.st that urban design become a 
mandatory component as opposed to an 
opti<Mial track within our architecture schools.

U rban design allows architects to shed the 
numbing aesthetic elitism of the past 15 years 
and participate in the greai debates which 
shape not only the form of Los Angeles and 
cities everywhere, but the patterns and ways of 
each person’s life regardless of background, 
race orclass. Without these skills the houscsof 
today's Los Angeles will indeed “last less than 
we shall.” In the absence of urban design, we 
too will “build ourown city”-and watch it 
disappear.

time to the right people. Architects do have a 
role in shaping the city, but only if they add to 
the role of “building maker” the direct participa­
tion in city making or urban design. In short, the 
profession of architecture has to come to grips 
with the fact that piece by piece, structure by 
structure, cities are built politics. Cities are 
never neutral but a physical manifestation, both 
in fai lure and success, of the values we hold.

Architects alone can 'ichange the world- 
neilher can anyone or any other profession-but 
they cun choose to participate in it. They can 
better learn loquantify and communicate their 
knowledgei^ut light, movement, and 
relationship of form, dwelling and congestion to 
eccMiomicvitality. They can learn to participate 
effectively in the give and take of democratic 
debate. They can vLsualizecodesand zoning 
and policies, and in so doing influence a.s a 
profession the most fundamental shaping of 
place. They can becomepowerful proponenisof 
an env ironmentally sound builtenvironment.

"The houses wi 11 last 
less than we shall. Every 
generation will have to 

build its own city." 
-Antonio SantElia, 

Manifesto of Futurist 
Architecture, 1914

John Kaliski, AIA
Mr. Kaliski Is the Principal Architect for the 
Community Redevelopment Agency of the 
City of Los Angeles, and teaches urban 
theory at the Southern California Institute 
of Architecture.
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The Death of Public Space?
Genuine public space isbeing steadily asphyxi­
ated in Los Angeles. The LandofSunshine 
bristles with signs warning of "armed re­
sponse" and "no trespass.” Downtown 
redevelopment demolishes much of the street- 
scape with mono! ilhic walls and ccmcretc 
battlements. Public monies subsidize malls and 

\ concoursesthatscreenentryaccordingto 
appearance. Inner-city parks, meanwhile, are 
derelict or neglected, while beach access is 
restricted by parking fees and the lack of publ ic 
transit. Street-comersociety without distinc­
tion is stigmatized as lawless and the LAPD 
literally “hammers" away at non-white 
teenagers.streetvendorsandthehomeless. In 
acity that is not made any safer by the rampant 
militarization of space, the middleclass 
retreats into its walled and privately-policed 
thickets of luxury, while the pxxtr are quaran­
tined into barricaded "narcotic enforcement 
zones."

racy. This resistance ha.s no 1 iberated territory 
yet. just a utopian program. Here are a few key 
planks:

It is paramount lodecriminalizeandhuman­
ize the sireetscape for use by the groups that 
need itthemost. The present repressive 
priorities mu.st be inverted to make places for 
neighborhood youth to hang out. for street 
vendors to sell their wares, for the homeless to
rest...even for madmen to rant.

Urban design must acknowU’Jfie the new 
majority of non-Anglo ethnicities. In particular, 
architects as well as politicians must register 
the fact that Downtown diresn 'l simply belong 
to white-collar commuters and international 
capital. The historic core along Broadway and 
Spring streets, quite as much as 01 veraStreet, 
is an indispen-sable civic space for Spanish­
speaking Los Angeles. Instead of tax-subsidized 
gentrification and demolition, the Broadway 
corridor requires municipal ownershipand 
preservation of theaters and historic buildings, 
as well as low-income housing.

Los Angeles needs the return of cheap thrills 
and free public amusements. Recreational 
apartheid and theculturalhollowing-outof the 
inner-city have gone hand in hand with the 
hegemony of $7 per head museums and $75 per 
familylhcmeparics. Wencedfewerprisonsand 
more postmodern Coney Islands and Pacific 
Ocean Parks.

/ 4

In essence, of course, this crisisof public 
space is about disfranchisement and inequality 
of citizenship, not design. But architects, even 
if bit players, have been eager accomplices in 
the assassination of the public sphere. Their 
dilemma is becoming stark: whetherto 
continue as obedient soldiers of the Reich-that 
is to say, of the violent social polarization that 
div ides Southern Califomia-or become 
partisans for social justice and spatial democ-

On the Boulevard
by Douglas Sulsman

In Los Angeles, looking at the street does not 
mean looking at the famous freeways, on one 
hand, nor at private pedestrian malls on the 
other, although these two arterial structures 
serve asconvenient brackets for observation. 
Between them, we discover a fairly broad range 
of truly public street types, from the high-speed 
traffic-engineered roadway called Avenue of the 
Stars in Century City to the tranquil alleys of Old 
Pasadena. Right in the middle of the spectrum 
is a species that Los Angeles has developed and 
proliferated for over onehundred years: the 
lcwjg-di.stance, intra-urban automobile boulevard.

It *s important to make a distinction between 
the Los Angeles boulevard and the highway 
commercial strip. Such strips either have no 
residential neighborhoods behindthem. in 
which case they cannot really be considered 
basic building blocks of urban pattern; or 
adjoining neighborhoodsareeffectivelycut off 
from the strip by walls, cul-de-sacs, and a 
paucity of connecting side streets. The Los 
Angeles boulevard, by contrast, is at once a 
thoroughfare along its length and a gateway 
along its flanks: a fairly dense and continuous 
street grid makes nearly every intersection si­
multaneously an integerofcross-town traffic 
and a locusof commercial convenience for the 
houses behind. From this description it should 
be clear that virtually all American cities have 
their Los Angeles boulevards-major traffic 
artcrials which must double as some kind of 
Main Street for adjacent neighborhoods. The 
difference is that Los Angeles was the first 
American city loelevaie the boulevard to a 
general organizing principle.

This may be one of the reasons that Los 
Angeles has a reputation for man-made ugli­
ness. despite the drama of its natural setting. 
The ubiquity of the city's boulevards is a 
constant reminder to American visitOTs of a few 
streets which, in thcirowncities. are consid­
ered offensive but necessary concessions to 
traffic and commerce. Beneath the Los Angeles 
boulevard's volatile surface, however, beneath 
the riot of utility and traffic control equipment, 
the aggressive signage, the disorienting parking 
lots and the jarring distortions of architectural 
expression are all kinds of rich indications of a 
metropol is in a state of tumultuous, if adoles- 
cent.growth. The kinds ofshops and services 
offered, forexample.go well beyond the typical 
national franchises {although these can be 
found as well). They include the singular, ex­
perimental. and specialized kinds of commerce 
whichonlyamctropoliscan support. In its 
range of foreign languages and alphabets, the 
boulevard signage is in itself an extraordinary 
dtxrumentof social change and variety. And 
fragments ofeitherhigh architectural quality or 
amusing originality continue to appearand 
nestle between the more frequent moments of

Above, street scene in downtown shopping district (photo by Silja Tiltner); upper left, street scene on Venice Boardwalk, circa 1920s (photo by Kurt 
Simon): upper right, public transportation in Southern California; tower right, downtown highrise under construction.

iind related commercial or institutional activity 
has become internalized on private property, 
with a resulting depiction of pedestrian activity 
on the public sidewalks. Such aretreat from the 
public street has historic precedents. The 
original passages or arcades in Paris were 
privately owned commercial streets which 
offered pedestrians an attractive retreat from 
the mud and crime of the public, pre-Haussmann 
boulevard. When public streets are seen as 
hostile, private alternatives proliferate, often in 
aconfigurationthat isperpendiculartothe 
street system. Los Angeles hascountless 
examplesof such perpendicularstructures(for 
example. Crossroads of the WotW on Sunset 
Boulevard). Theseprivatearchitectural streets 
can contribute vitality to the public realm of the 
boulevards, but in many cases they drain it of 
energy. As social problems--intolerable traffic 
speeds and noise, homelessness, drug addic- 
tion.crime-

utterdesign banality.
Whether we like it or not. this is the urban 

public realm we have to woik with in Los 
Angeles. There are. to be sure, urban nodes 
which take on the character of traditional 
downtowns, for example in SantaMonica, 
Westwood, Hollywood, Pasadena, wdowntown 
Los Angeles. But these are not downtowns in 
theold hierarchical sense. They are in.stead 
focal points in a vast urban network. Morpho­
logically it may be helpful to think of the 
boulevardsas having twoforms: strands and 
nets. The strands stretch across considerable 
distances, sometimes miles, but are only a block 
or two wide, and are bordered by residential 
neighborhoods. WilshireBoulcvard'sMiracle 
.Milcisaclassicexample. But when Wilshire 
runs into a dense commerc ial grid, as in 
downtown Beverly Hills, it becomes part of anei. 
The point is that this public realm is experienced 
asacontinuum. and should be treated that way 
when we think of urban design.

What role is there for urban design in .such 
a setting, and what are some key issues which 
have to be addressed? Perhaps foremost is the 
question of scale. Streets have always derived 
from human scale; the boulevards derive from 
both human and automobile scale. The inter- 
lockingrequiremcnLsof automobile visibility 
and access with pedestrian ctMwenicnce and 
amenity create acomplex and subtle design 
problem for which Los Angeles architects have 
developedsome ingenioussolutions. The 
naggingquestion is whether, avoiding the 
extremes of either pedestrian mail or freeway, 
it is possible to create akind of boulevard 
which is a satisfactory compromise ofthe 
competing interests of drivers and pedestrians; 
whether such a street could offer an example 
of anew kind of urbanity. or whether it is 
dotimed to satisfy neitherthe demands of 
traffic northe desire fora truly civic setting.

A troubling tendency in this compromise 
raisesasecond issue: privatization. Parking

Continued on 14
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CodeTalk
On May 29, 1990, the Los Angeles City 
Council adopted Ordinance No. 165951 
amending Section 12.22, 12.24, and 19.01 
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, requir­
ing after October 13, 1990 Planning Depart­
ment Site Plan Review or Conditional Use 
Approval for certain development projects.

The ordinance establishes a two tier 
structure of discretionary review. Condi­
tional Use Procedure (through the Planning 
Commission) is required for ncmresidential 
projects and hotels which exceed 1(X),000 
square feet of floor area, 250 rooms (hotel), 
and 250,000 square feet (warehouse only). 
Site Plan Review (staff review under au­
thority of Planning Director) is required for 
individual permits and to the cumulative 
sum of related or successive permits which 
are pan of a larger project and which meet 
the following thresholds: 1) residential 
projects, 35 units or larger, 2) nonresidential 
projects with total floor area between 
40,000 and 100,000 square feet; 3) change 
of use resulting in 5(X) or more additional 
vehicle trips; 4) additions of 40,0(X) square 
feet or less to a nonresidential use if a 
building is expanded, if new signs are 
added, or if it doesn’t conform to the transi­
tional height ordinance. Parking must also 
be evaluated for adequacy.

Exemptions to Conditional Use include: 
projects below thresholds; single family 
homes; discretionary approvals not more 
than six years old from the date of the appli­
cation for a building permit; CRA project 
with Council approved agreement; tentative 
tract maps not more than 10 years old from 
the date of the application for a building 
permit; vesting tentative maps not more 
than eight years old from the date of appli- 
caticMi for a building permit; projects within 
a specific plan area for which City Council 
has certified that had an EIR not more than 
six years old from the date of the applica­
tion for a building permit; and projects 
within Enterprise Zones, regardless of size.

Exemptions to Site Plan Review include 
the first six exemptions listed above, and 
motion picture studios. Grandfather clause 
exemptions include; projects with plans

FASLA. The competition program is 
scheduled for distribution on November 1, 
1990, and first stage submissions will be 
due on January 4, 1991. For information 
and registration forms, write to: William H. 
Liskamm, FAIA, Competition Advisor. 
Rancho Mirage Civic Center Design Com­
petition, c/o Rancho Mirage City Hall, 69- 

■ 825 Highway 111, Rancho Mirage, CA 
92270, or cal! (619) 324-4511.

that were accepted by Building and Safety 
prior to the effective date of the ordinance; 
projects that were issued an environmental 
clearance by Building and Safety; projects 
with a completed EAF accepted by Building 
and Safety before the operative date of ordi­
nance.

Los i\ngeles office to a shared facility with 
the Office of the State Architect and the 
State Fire Marshal. The Department is 
looking to enlarge its capacity for reviews 
in the field, and is currently discussing with 
the hospital councils the possibility of pro­
ducing a manual for field reviews. Another 
plan is to reduce the differences between 
the architects and the field inspectors by 
contracting private architects to serve as 
inspectors. The Office is also planning to 
prioritize and clarify projects into three 
levels, allowing the staff to expedite the 
review piocess.

Neal Hardman commented on issues 
now being discussed with the Building 
Safety Board and on the latest pieces of 
legislation now on the table. SB 2323 
(Senator Moddy) restricts the Slate Fire 
Marshal’s ability to adopt more restrictive 
standards for non-hospital outpatient clin­
ics. The bill also sets a deadline for expe­
diting site reviews, and will give local gov­
ernment jurisdiction for the review of off- 
campus outpatient clinics. AB 2347 
(Kelley), effective January 1, 1991, will 
amend Sections 15071 and 15026 and add 
Section 15026.1 to the Health and Safety 
Code. AB 2566 (Eastin) is intended to 
streamline state plan review procedures and 
provide for increased staffing in the South­
ern California offices of State Fire Marshal, 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and 
Development and Office of the Slate Archi­
tect. The bill also requires that the above 
departments adopt procedures to expedite 
over the counter plan checks on less com­
plex or less costly projects.

Gary Pettigrew concluded the meeting 
by stating that the department is concentrat­
ing on working more closely with the archi­
tectural community.

The next meeting will be held on Octo­
ber 17 at 5 pm, at Unified School District. 
Room 404. Guest speaker Robert Rinker, 
Principal Architect with County, will pres­
ent the Los Angeles County Architecture 
and Construction Departments.

No Site Plan Review approval will be 
granted prior to a formal approval of a nega­
tive declaration or a certification of comple­
tion of a full environmental impact report. 
The Site Plan Review procedure will add 
additional filing fees and a minimum of 90 
to 120 days to the permit approval proce­
dure. If required, a full environmental im­
pact report may delay a project one to two

ShortCourse Repeated 
Following last year's enthusiastic response. 
AIAA-A has again arranged with Hans W. 
Meier. AIA/FCSI, to present a ten-session 
short course on “Construction Contracts 
and Specifications.” All sessions will be 
held at the AlA/LA chapter office, starting 
Monday. October 15 at 7 pm. The short 
courses cover construction contracts, speci­
fications. and contract administration. A 
certificate of completion will be issued to 
each enrollee who attends eight of the ten 
sessions. Enrollment is limited to the first 
25 paid applications received. Call (213) 
380-4595.

years.
It should be noted that this ordinance dif­

fers from the previous versions reviewed 
and approved by the Los Angeles City Plan­
ning Commission, Council's Planning & 
Land Use Management Committee (Plum), 
and the AIA/LA Building/Performance and 
Regulations Committee. City Council is 
pressuring the city’s departments to com­
mence this process as of the effective date 
of July 15, 1990.

Rudolph V. DeChollis, AlA
Co-Chair, Building/Performance & 
Regulations Committee

Wish List
It’s hard to believe a year has passed since 
AIA/LA moved into its new offices. The 
staff has settled in, but find they are still in 
need of a few items to make the work space 
more efficient. If your office is cleaning 
house, redecorating, refurbishing, moving, 
or you simply find you have equipment or 
furniture you no longer use, please keep 
AIA/LA in mind. The wish list include.s: 
one white or off-white 4-5 drawer lateral 
file cabinet; one black two-drawer lateral 
file cabinet; refrigerator, two credenzas; 
sectional conference table and chairs; two 
small round conference tables and chairs 
(seats four); stacking or folding chairs; sup­
ply room shelves; Compaq DeskPro 386 
computer and monitor.

Civic CenterComp^tkm 
The City of Rancho Mirage is sponsoring 
an open two stage competition to develop a 
master plan for the city’s proposed $20 mil­
lion civic center. An integral part of an ad­
jacent large commercial redevelopment 
project, the civic center will contain both 
governmental and cultural facilities. The 
architect selected will be awarded the op­
portunity to negotiate a contract to provide 
architectural services for the first element of 
the civic center, the estimated $10-12 mil­
lion city hall and its related parking func­
tions. which are scheduled to begin con­
struction in 1992.

Professional design jurors include: John 
Ruble, AIA; Paul Spreiregen , FAIA; Char­
les Davis. FAIA; and Emmet Wemple,

Maria Magdalena Campeanu, AIA
Chair. Architects in Government

Design Profit Into Your 
Projects With CFMS

Call now for a 
FREE Product 
Preview disk!

If You Have a
Question Regarding Plaster...
CALL US!

The technical staff of the Plastering Information 
Bureau can provide you with performance data on 
every kind of plastering application. They can show 
you how to meet critical standards for sound 
control, fireproofing, and abrasion resistance with 
specifications that can be understood and 
follovk^ by every contractor and journeyman in 
the industry.

Our experts can show you how to specify the 
more creative products of the plastering trades, , . 
coves, arches, molds and special designs.

The Plastering information Bureau can show you 
how to specify the job so that it can be done 
exoctly os you want... at the lowest possible price.

The Bureau is not associated with or operated 
by any manufacturer or group of manufacturers. It 
is wholly supported by the union plastering 
contractors and journeymen who ore the direct 
suppliers of your plastering needs.

Why not call us today? There is never a charge 
or obligation.

Sponsored by the AIA

Endorsed by the NSPE

Preferred by over 2,800 A/E firms

282 Second Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 543-5886

68 Moulton Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 492-4410 Contact Dick Gorman

□ plastering information bureau
a cltviaion ot tha Southern California Plaataring Inelilote, Inc

3127 Los Feliz Boulevord. Los Angeles, CA 90039

(213) 663*2213HARPERANDSHUMAN Providing financial management solutions to A/E firms since 1973.
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Associates Update
All AlAA-A Associates are invited to attend 
an informative open house November 13, at 
6:30 pm at the chapter office. Current 
members and all those interested in Associ­
ate membership are encouraged to partici­
pate in this roundtable discussion session of 
Associate benefits, committee activities, 
and taking the exam. The Associate Board 
of Directors and committee chairs will be 
on hand to present year end reports.

At the last monthly business meeting, 
the Associates had the opportunity to view a 
group of films by Charles and Ray Eames at 
the Eames House in Pacific Palisades. The 
films were shown in the meadow at the 
front of the house, under the stars, and wine 
and hors d'oeuvres were served.

Host for the screening was filmmaker 
Eames Demetrios, grandson of the 
Eameses. who also showed his film 901: 
After 45 Years of Workinfi. ^ record of the 
Eames design studio at 901 W, Washington 
Boulevard in Venice as it was being dis­
mantled after Ray's death in 1988. Eames 
aficionados will be excited to learn that the 
first two volumes of The Films of Charles 
and Ray Eames are now available on vide­
otape; the series will eventually include all 
of their films.

live membership in the California Energy 
Commission’s Professional Advisory 
Group. The AIA/LA Urban Design Com­
mittee received the Distinguished Service 
Award for its role in shaping public policy 
in Los Angeles. The Excellence in Educa­
tion Award went to Osamu A. Wakita. 
Ph.D.. for his achievements in architectural 
education. Finally, the Los Angeles Con­
servancy received the Historic Preserva­
tion Award (for an organization) for their 
leadership in increasing awareness of Los 
Angeles' architectural heritage.

Chapter News Notesand

In a recent meeting with Los Angeles Times 
Associate Editor Narda Zacchino. AIA/I-A 
President Ray Gaio, German Sontag, First 
VP of ASID, and Dick Norfolk. President of 
the Pacific Design Center, expressed the 
need for regular, informative and compre­
hensive coverage of design and environ­
mental issues in the Times. Gaio. Sontag 
and Norfolk stressed that the Times should 
cover architecture and urban design as a 
“staffed design beat,” rather than relying on 
the work of freelance writers which lacks the 
continuity and influence of the work of staff 
writers. In return, they were assured that the 
Times wanted “to get this accomplished as 
quickly as possible, but without a shotgun 
approach.” Additional meetings with the 
newspaper are planned to evaluate progress.

Beyond the Pacific Rim 
On November 7. the International Rela­
tions Committee will present a forum on 
job opportunities outside the continental 
United States. Ray Kappe. FAIA. chair­
man of the International Relations Com­
mittee, will moderate a panel including 
Scott Johnson. AIA. Johnson Fain & 
Pereira; Ki Su Park. FAIA, Gruen Associ­
ates; Michael Rotondi. AIA. Morphosis; 
Stan Smith, AIA, DMJM; Robert Tyler, 
FAIA, Ellerbe Beckei; and Charlie Wing, 
AIA, Kaplan McLaughlin Diaz. A recep­
tion will be held at 5:30 pm at the Pacific 
Design Center Blue Conference Center, 
followed by the forum at 7 pm.

Several firms represented on the panel 
support one or more offices in foreign 
countries, while others work on an ad hoc 
basis. Although the work of many of the 
larger firms is well known, the panel will 
explore the possibilities for medium and 
small firms to approach this type of work. 
The panel will discuss marketing strate­
gies, as well as their personal experiences 
with cultural differences in various parts of 
the world and how it affects their work and 
ultimately the design. Other issues ad­
dressed will include government agencies 
and their impact on the work, fee structure, 
foreign negotiations, being paid in other 
than hard currency, and the ever present 
problem of profes.sional liability.

LOBBYING
THE

LOS ANGELES 
TIMES Architects in Government 

In July, a joint meeting with the Govern­
ment Relations and Health committees fea­
tured two guest speakers, Gary Pettigrew, 
Deputy Director, and Neal Hardman, Sec­
tion Chief, with the Office of Statewide 
Health Planning and Development. Tony 
Acosta, the new Branch Chief for Construc­
tion and Program Design Support of the 
same department was also present.

Gary Pettigrew opened his presentation 
with a brief run-down on the latest business 
of the Office of Statewide Health Planning 
and Development and an overview of plans 
for the near future.

Briefly stated, the Office of Statewide 
Health Planning and Development is con­
sidering opening new offices in Orange 
County or San Diego, and relocating the

CC AIA Service Awards 
1990 CCAIA Service Awards will be pre­
sented at the Board of Directors meeting in 
San Diego in November. Of the 11 awards, 
individuals and organizations based in 
Southern California received five. The 
Community Assistance Award was given to 
Arnold Ross Stalk, AIA. of the Los Ange­
les Family Housing Corporation, for his 
efforts to provide transitional and permanent 
low-cost housing. (Jregg Ander, AIA. 
received the Corporate Architect Award, for 
his commitment in helping others to under­
stand the architect's role through efforts such 
as authoring a "Daylighting Performance 
and Design Manual” for architects and ac-

Jan Muntz
Vice-Chair. International Relations
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Looking Ahead...In thi.s issue, LA Architect looks at the 

issues addressed by the Regional Urban 
Design Conference, scheduled for October 
4-6 in Santa Monica. The conference will 
focus on four aspects of the region's 
physical environment as a case study in 
regional urban design, and the architect's 
role in creating a more humane and 
workable environment. Local urban 
designers will share what they know about 
the major elements of urban form with 
conference participants through regional 
tours and a roundtable discussion.

TTie four-page center spread—generously 
designed by David Takeuchi in Gensler & 
Associates’ graphics department—serves as 
a pull-out guide to the four conference 
tours: Connectivity, the Public Realm, the 
Economic Engine, and Habitat. Seven other 
essays by noted design professionals 
present divergent viewpoints on regional 
urban design in Southern California.

Most conference events will be held at 
the Loews Hotel in Santa Monica. Regis­
tration for the full conference is $180. Ad­
mission to the Thursday lunchecm with Dan 
Garcia, the Thursday evening reception, and 
the Saturday roundtable can be purchased 
separately from the AIA/LA. For more 
information, call (213) 380-4595.

The 1990 AIA/LA Design Awards recep­
tion will be hosted by Walt Disney Imagi- 
neering in Burbank. Prior to the awards an­
nouncement. Disney has agreed to allow 
guests to tour the new headquarters 
designed by Michael Graves. For more 
information, and to RSVP. call (213) 380- 
4595.

A

The Socially Responsible Environ­
ment, USA/U^R; 1980-1990. the first 

exhibit comparing Soviet and American 
architectural approaches to the design of 
housing, workplaces and public spaces will 
be open to the public at the Murray 
Feldman Gallery, November 1-December 8, 
1990. The cooperative exhibition is 
sponsored by the USSR Union of Architects 
(the Russian equivalent of the AIA) and 
Architects Designers Planners for Social 
Responsibility (ADPSR). For information 
on the November 1 opening reception, co­
sponsored by AIA/LA. call (213) 380-4595.

From October 12-15, the University Art 
Museum, California State University, Long 
Beach, will present In Situ: The Dynam­
ics of Public Art in Southern California, a 
weekend .symposium exploring broad issues 
and practical aspects of public art. Call 
(213)434-8451.

An all-day conference on Synagogue 
Art and Architecture will be held on No­
vember 12, 10 am-4 pm. at University syna­
gogue in West Los Angeles. The confer­
ence will feature workshops and discus­
sions with arti.sts and architects on all facets 
of synagogue design, in addition to displays 
of their work. Registration is $20, and 
includes a kosher dairy luncheon. Call 
(213)653-9962.

Productive A/E Project Management- 
Through Teamwork, a two-part workshop, 
will be held October 24 and 31. from 8:00 
am-5:00 pm at the Hyatt Wilshire, 3515 
Wilshire Boulevard. Sponsored by AlA/LA 
and the Louis L. Marines Consulting Group, 
the workshop combines new findings on 
how to build effective project teams. 
Admission is $100/members and $150/non- 
members. Call (213) 380-4595.

Lighting World Los Angeles will be 
held October 18-20 ai the Los Angeles Con­
vention Center. Three days of in-depth 
seminars, workshops and panels are 
planned, as well as extensive floor exhibits. 
For more information, call (213) 380-4595.

On October 10 at 5 pm, the AIA/LA Pro­
fessional Affiliates will sponsor a panel dis­
cussion and dinner at the Marina City Club, 
cm Mega Projects: Insights to the Pre-de­
velopment Process. The moderator will be 
Richard Keating, FAIA, and panelists 
include Douglas Gardner. Maguire Thomas 
Partners, David Grannis, Associate 
Manager. Center City West Associates. 
Milton Swimmer. J.H. Snyder Company. 
Call (213) 380-4595.

.Architects for .Shelter's .second annual 
Home Tour Benefit will be held on 
Sunday. October 21, from 1 l:(X) am-5:00 
pm. to raise funds for the Ocean Park 
Community Center, the leading provider of 
shelter services on the westside. Tickets 
cost SIOO. For information, call (213) 399- 
9232.

Los Angeles from $pace-a region too large to fit in its entirety on LA Architect's cover. For an 
enlarged version of the piece missing from the cover, see page 15 (photo reproduced courtesy of 
Spaceshots Inc.).

Conference Tests New 
20/20 Program
As the communities across America 
change, there is an increasing public 
concern over the effects of these changes on 
quality of life. The public has a desire to 
understand the implications of growth and 
change, and many people want to partici­
pate in the process and influence decisions 
about the environment.

Architects, along with other environ­
mental design professionals, possess a 
unique ability to synthesize and create 
visual images from abstract concepts. Too 
often in the past, these skills have not been 
effectively utilized in making decisions 
about the future of cities and communities 
in this country. Through the 20/20 Vision 
for America program, the AIA is committed 
to bringing the tools and techniques of 
visualization back into the planning and 
decision-making process, and to equipping 
and encouraging its members to get 
involved. One of the program’s principal 
goal.s is to increase public awarerte-ss about 
the importance of the physical environment 
to the quality of life and to develop a better 
understanding of the role of visual illustra­
tion and urban design in community 
planning. To be effective in Ibis regard, 
architects need to be encouraged to refine 
their skills and offer them as a public 
service; 20/20 Vision for America seeks to 
provide a means by which this can be 
accomplished.

A series of regional workshops will form 
the heart of the program. Each workshop 
will bring together national and local 
experts to learn about visualization tools 
and techniques, observe experts illustrate 
the application of visualization methods, 
consider case study examples, and collabo­
rate in problem solving workshops. The 
workshops will be organized on three 
tracks: a national issues track that will 
include presentations by national experts

Continued on 14

Committee Shapes 
Public Policy
As the Los Angeles region faces critical 
challenges of growth, urban design provides 
an important vehicle for envisioning quality 
of life, managing change, and resolving 
problems, The AIA/LA Urban Design 
Committee is taking an active role in 
shaping policies which affect the design of 
the public realm. Representing over 20(X) 
architects in the greater Los Angeles area, 
the AIA/LA is committed to working 
toward a quality natural and built environ­
ment. and i.s determined to continue in a 
leadership role as designers and caretakers 
of this environment.

The committee works closely with AIA/ 
Continued on 14

The AlA/LA Urban Design Committee 
wishes to thank the following sponsors 
for making the Regional Urban Design 

Conference a reality:

Altoon & Porter Architects 
Johnson Fain & Pereira Associates

Latham & Watkins Attorneys at Law

McKee Construction 
Morley Group Inc.

Ray Wilson Co. Genera! Contractors 
Dinwiddie Construction Company

Cal Slate Polytechnic University at 
Pomona

Southern California Institute of 
Architecture

University of California at l,os Angeles 
University of Southern California 

Woodbury University
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