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ake a long range look at today’s Univer
and the city around it. The contrast betw
the skyline of the University and downt
buildings is a distinct story of two cities. One
is languishing and the other, studded by ar
tectural creations constructed according to
laid, long-range plans, reflects an amazing affluer
Which one is blooming, downtown or the Univers
Taking into consideration the dry-rot affec
the core city, only a cursory glance can decisi
determine that the cheeks of the university
the bloom and rosiness of good looks and yo
Although some university alumni resent the
placement of “‘their” academic buildings
dormitories as the epitome of a ruthless and
administrative heart, the schools invariably |
better and function better, too. Of course,
downtown area, entrepreneurs not supporte
100% government guaranteed bonds, find |
much more difficult in arranging. Dormitories
for themselves, and, in some instances, arrangem
between private developers and a university
made for additional dorms. The bond guarar
on dorms and the subsidizing of academic build
pertinent to national priorities have formed ki,
circumstances for expanding campuses. Kentt
architects have had a big hand casting the n
for Kentucky university forms.




2COND GITY

The baby boom following World War 1l de-
manded more than wet-nursing and potty-training.
Those wailing babies are today demanding college
educations. An Excedrin headache of monumental
proportions has been the task of providing places
for those babies - now young men and women.
Where, oh where, many a college president, has
waijled, can | put those darned freshmen? Construc-
tive worry and nervous tension finally won out.
Rone - weary HEW officials, governors, finance
figures, sick of the constant badgering from
college and university presidents and officials,
formulated Federal programs subsidizing and back -
ing university housing problems.

The problems of higher education are many and
are far removed from an era of peaceful solutions.
American education has the ability to manufacture
new crises for any fiscal occasion. Whatever the
function a university purports, it needs money for
that responsibility. The most distinguished higher
education system in America, that of California,
when cut back by Gov. Ronald Reagan, promptly
bogged down. A system known for its fabulous
faculty started to bleed. The penny-pinching Reagan
is currently renigging on his “save the buck” goal.
But perhaps Gov. Reagan is right in his approach,
for many of our universities are operating on a
deficit basis. It /s probably true that universities

are not structured for showing profits. What
business could afford to lose 70 per cent of its new
customers each four years and keep going? Un-
fortunately for college and university presidents,
higher education is such a strange business that the
majority of the public understands almost nothing
about it but that it (higher education) is a
necessity for their offspring. A Lou Harris poll
taken two years ago revealed that 99 per cent of
American parents wish their offspring to have
college training. With that kind of public opinion
going for our institutions of higher education, one
can expect that funds be made available for
dormitories and other educational buildings.

Does this imply that only the surface has been
scratched as far as college and university dormitories
are concerned? Partially. The word from several
Kentucky universities indicates that their plans are
still being formulated although a leveling off period
is in sight.

Kentucky architects are producing a campus
example of orderly planning and execution of
building construction in such a way that choatic
environments become the esthetic pathways for a
functional and practical process of education.

Now, what is complex about a college dormitory?
Countless officials have found that the provision of
places for hordes of new students to eat, sleep,




Men's Dormitory No. 8, Western Kentucky University
Frank D. Cain, AlA, Bowling Green
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Men’s Dormitory No. 2, Kentucky State College
Luckett & Farley, AlA, Louisville
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Men's Dormitories Nos. 6 & 7, Western Kentucky University

Arrasmith, Judd, Rapp & Associates, AIA, Louisville
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South Dormitory Complex for Men

Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond
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Women’'s Dormitory No. 3
Murray State University

Lee Potter Smith & Associates, AIA
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Alumni Tower, Morehead State University
Arrasmith, Judd, Rapp & Associates, AlA, Louisville

Women's Dorm No. 5, Eastern Kentucky University
Watkins & Burrows & Associates, AIA, Lexington




The Second City

study and learn is no simple task.
Thousands of schedules demands a
fluidity and speed in pathways for
quick access from dormitory to main
campus. This is accomplished despite
the fact main campuses are filling up
with teaching and research buildings,
which make it necessary for dormitor-
ties to be located in some relatively
remote positions from the campus.
Hence, the architect must be concerned
with time spent in cafeterias, walkway
capacities and distances from class-
rooms, elevator speed in high rises,
all in relation to the degree of difficul-
ty involving the essential “mix’" and
dialogue which a dynamic university
must foster.
he building is a functional part
T of a university cosmopolitan set-
ting. It is a setting of freedom. It
is a setting of questions, some uncom-
fortable and shocking to the older and
more sedate generation. It is a setting
which encourages boy-girl acquaint-
anceships in more responsible and
liberal settings. It is a setting which
brings the student from rural environs
and the city together, or the foreign
student into contact with the girl or
boy whose horizons are provincial in
nature. Dormitories assume larger re-
sponsibilities than those of the past.
It has often been said that the activi-
ties outside the classroom assume
larger roles in educating the student
than the lectures of the teacher.
Hence, those planned spaces of Ken-
tucky's dormitories have been designed
with a look into the academic future.
The past has little to do with the
future, but the present, properly pro-
jected, colors the needs and desires of
our institutions.

Arewe making too much fuss about
our institutions? The president of the
Ford Foundation, McGeorge Bundy,
says no.

“Our colleges and Universities, over
the last 20 years, have experienced an
expansion that is without precedent -
in buildings and in budgets, in students
and in professors, in reputation and in
rewards - in power and pride and in
deserved prestige. As we try to tell our
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countrymen that we are faced with
imminent bankruptcy, we confront
the painful fact that in the eyes of the
American people - and | think also in
the eyes of disinterested observers
abroad - we are a triumphant success.
The observers seem to believe - and |
believe myself - that the American
campus ranks with the American cor-
poration among the handful of first-
class contributions which our civiliza-
tion has made to the annals of human
institutions. We come before the coun-
try to plead financial emergency at a
time when our public standing has
never been higher, It is at the least an
unhappy accident of timing.”

The American educational system,
as well as most of our institutions, are
operated in reaction to current crisis
rather than on the basis of long-range
planning. Planning has not been that
sophisticated. In only recent years
have institutions began to plan fifteen
to twenty years ahead. American edu-
cators - or at least a small crop of
brave prognosticators - warned official-
dom and the public decades ago of the
coming stampede of students. They
were ignored like mystic Gypsy palm
readers. And that stampede came to
pass with all the complexes attendent
to today's educational problems.

Mass housing complexes have been
designed for Eastern and Western Ken-
tucky universities. Kentucky architects
are now designing structures fitting the
specifications for the master design.
There are, of course, many factors
which may be in mind. The rate of
change in classroom techniques is a
prime consideration. Teaching meth-
ods, now on the edge of a technical
revolution of its own, will some day
have students using their “home’" dorm
for classroom purposes. There has been
a movement to level off university
campuses by separation across the
United States. Many universities now
tend to splinter the campus into un-
related fragments. When and if televi-
sion and other audio-visual devices
become appropriate, there will be
tutoring courses piped into individual
rooms by central video-tape and/or

film centers. The designer of today's
dorms does his work in a risk age of
transition when change accelerates so
rapidly that obsolescence is a constant
fear.

Efforts made by Kentucky archi-
tects in designing university campus
dorms are participating in a noble
effort. This effort concerns the life-
blood of America, the educated Amer-
ican, whose importance cannot be
overstressed. American know-how, not
its dollars, is respected over the world.
J.-J. Servan-Schreiber, in the July issue
of Harper's Magazine, warns that
European industry, within fifteen years,
will merely be known as American
industry in Europe. The techniques
which have stimulated this new dimen-
sion of an industrial revolution is a
“cross-fertilization” which fuses the
talents of governmental agencies, cor-
porations and universities. The know-
ledge ‘manufacturers,” not our armed
might, is respected over the world.

Thus, one cannot underestimate the
importance of the planning and design-
ing of our campus housing resources
of generous and humane spaces. These
are the spaces which should stimulate
and protect young people in the in-
creasingly complex task of gaining an
education. Certainly, the rapid response
of officials in the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Finance, and, in particular,
its Design Division, in collaboration
with Kentucky universities and archi-
tects, have provided quick, reasonable
and efficient facilities on short notice.
In expending such dedicated energies,
the emergency which threatened to
engulf our campuses in mere numbers
has been averted. The provision of
additional places for young Kentuck-
ians will provide the Commonwealth
with new and vigorous leadership.
Such opportunities are traced to Ken-
tucky Architects who have performed
their design tasks with zeal and dedi-
cation. For further information regard-
ing architectural firms supplying ser-
vices to Kentucky universities, write
Design  Division, Department of
Finance, Capitol Annex, Frankfort,
Kentucky 40601.







