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A LOOK AT URBAN AFFAIRS

Sigmund Blum, of Smith, Hinchman &
Gryllis Associates, Inc. , Detroit, Mich,,
was the speaker at the July meeting of the
Western Chapter of the Kentucky Society
of Architects. Blum, who had recently
traveled around the globe, presented a
speech involving the myriad roles of the
architect in today's society. Following
his speech, Blum presented choice slides
of the world's most fascinating architec-
ture. For an amateur photographer
whose camera technique was limited only
by recognizing the ''clicker,' Blum ex-
posed some film rivaling National Geo-
graphic photographers. Blum's speech
is reported in its entirety.

One of the major problems facing
the nation is our expanding urban
centers. The architectural profes-
sion's answer to the over-population
of our cities, the transportation
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snarls, the filth of our air, the pollu-
tion of our waterways, the unhabita-
ble conditions of our streets is of real
concerntoeveryone, I wonder, how-
ever, what is the architect's answer
to urban chaos ?

Lewis Mumford, the great urban
historian says, '"The process of met-
ropolitan extension has gone on
steadily in New York, London, Paris,
and Tokyo without producing anything
except congestion, blight and urban
decay;andthe factthat the same pro-
cesses arenow at work in some 41
other metropolitanareas inthe Unit-
ed States does not improve the pros-
pects for urban living or architec-
ture, Only machines can prosper in
the environment we are now mechani-
cally creating.'" We must face the

By SIGMUND BLUM

fact that modern man has failed to
build adequate cities,

Obviously we know the problem to
be of fantastic proportions and really
the architect or the planner can only
play part of the role. It will take
many kinds of people with many kinds
of disciplines to do the job, Possi-
bly the most significant movement
toward better cities can only come
after the people of this country re-
apraise their standards of values and
return to the less materialistic way
of life, But even at that, the archi-
tect can play a significant, even a
leading role if he is properly pre-
pared,

I remember hearing a few years
ago a talk on the subject by George
Nelson. He chidedthe architects for
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Urban Affairs

not being able to see beyond the un-
important details of their facade
treatments, and suggested that soon
there would be men who would ascent
to this planet and take over the job
from the architects and planners.
These men would have the enriched
insight and knowledge to make the
overall decisions that must be made
inorder to develop a reasonable ur-
banenvironment, These men would
be able to tell us where to put our
highways, where to place a certain
kind of building, where to recapture
nature with a park, and soon all our
problems would be solved. I per-
sonally can’t hold much hope for too
many of these individuals arriving
on the scene in time,

It might be interesting to go back
a few years and see what all this
chaotic urbanization has meant to the
architectural profession. After
World War II, it became apparent to
many people that something hadto be
done to our cities, Maybe it was be-
cause many GI's, even during the war
in Europe, were able to grasp the
beauties of the cities of the past.
Probably it was because of our ad-
vancing technology which contrived
to build up a technological oriented
environment which has disrupted the
balance between man's environment
and nature, or possibly it was the
awareness of the population explo-
sion that made us think of our hous-
ing, transportationand social needs.
At any rate, whatever the cause, the
architectural profession was more
interested in another job and turned
the urban problem over to a profes-
sion that we call Planning.

With the blessing of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects the fate of
cities was entrustedto ""specialists, "
who, with the zeal of bureaucrats, or-
ganized immediately a professional
association, airtight against any ar-
chitectural membership. The "Re-
quirements for the Degree of Master
of Science (Planning)'' of a highly re-
spected Graduate School lists "'lib-
eral arts, engineering, landscape ar-
chitecture, law, public administra-
tion, andthe social sciences' as un-
dergraduate background for its ap-
plicants. After attaining his "mas-
ter's" the engineering, law, or ad-
ministration major is let loose on a
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living architectural organism of
buildings, streets and public plazas,

What then did the planners do?
We found them attending urban de-
sign conferences whose sole purpose
is restating the hopeless mess of the
urban morgue and the suburban
sprawl, after which the participating
planners pile into their automobiles
and drive to their suburban homes
over bridges and freeways eagerly
approvedby them to bring more cars
into the city and induce more families
to live in anti-urban fringe develop-
ments, Some 20 years after this
movement toward city improvement
through planning started, the affect
of this new profession on human en-
vironment is evident, Traffic is
worse, Not a single instance is
known to me where planners have
solved the problems of congestion or
any other aspect of urban life, City
planning is a profession and an in-
fluence that has been a resounding
and frequently a tragic and destruc-
tive failure. City planning became
a monster when it was separated
from architectural design.

So, recently the architectural pro-
fession has risen to the challenge.
The in-thing today among architects
isurbandesign, Aboutevery archi-
tectural school offers courses in ur-
ban design. The premise is that
these institutions are going to devel-
op the kind of individual that Nelson
has talked about. I am not too sure.
Of course, Iam not against urban-de-
sign - it is like being against moth-
erhood. What's beginning to take
place is that our universities are pro-
ducing young men with little or no ex-
perience in building design, to take
the lead in dealing with those broad
problems of urban design. It seems
to me you should be able to walk be-
fore you run! :

The broad approach had to come.
But I can't see architects trying to
become better psychologists than
psychologists. better sociologists
than sociologists. better economists
than economists or better scientists
than scientists, 1 can only see ar-
chitects becoming better architects,
with the appreciation for. and the
ability to work with, other disci-
plines,

Let us consider urban design for
a moment, Urban designers work

with everyone, from bankers to bak-
ers, Itisparticularly important that
this kind of architect have a broad
base of practical experience. To-
morrow calls for more. better and
many kinds of architects, not the soft
kind who spread themselves too thin.
but the hard kind who achieve depth.
The popular, spread-out. soft cur-
ricula with resulting superficialities
must give way to hard curricula. A
""little dab here and a little dab there"
has to go.

The new concept of architect ur-
ban design education, which leads to
the development of the broad concep-
tual thinker without the mental dis-
cipline of solving individual detailed
problems is going to leadup another
blindalley. Notonlyarewe going to
deplete ourselves of building design-
ers who we so badly need but we are
going to begin again to realize the
reputation that we have so diligent-
ly tried to discourage - that of being
the "pretty picture' boys who really
don't get downto reality. The pretty
picture approach is doomed to the
same fate as the so called planning
profession. Working on the indivi-
dual building. solving its design prob-
lem. (economics. engineering. peo-
ple) involves the same creative pro-
cess and sound thinking as does the
urban problem. Theonly difference
besides size is that the building prob-
lem requires strong discipline, But
urban designalso requires discipline
to make it a reality, Economics, en-
gineering and people play as great a
role in urban design as in building
design.

I have found in my limited exper-
ience that many so called planners
and urban designers working on the
city don't really appreciate the real
problem. Obviously the design of a
city is more than logistic problems
or the projecting of great dreams for
the future based on exhaustive cen-
sus taking, Intheend. urban design
is really the process of working a
large scale architectural composi-
tion with all its ramifications, The
compositionis complexand compos-
ed of many elements but the design
thinking process is still the same.

In building real design architec-
ture it becomes evident after all that
the practical problems have been

(Continued on page 12)
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KSA NEWS NOTES

The American Institute of Archi-
tects — its many state chapters and
23,000 members — will ""resist any
attempt to weaken Taft-Hartley Act
prohibitions against secondary boy-
cotts at construction sites,' Donald
S. Johnson, Jr, told a group of con-
struction industry representatives
assembled at the Willard Hotel for
the second annual ""Ban the Boycott"
conference.

Johnson, a practicing architect
from Rockville, Md. , said the Insti-
tute is opposed to the enactment of
H.R. 100, legislation sponsored by
Rep., Thompson (D-N, J,) to legalize
secondary boycotts at construction
sites, because such an amendment
to the Taft-Hartley Act would "ma-
terially interfere with the orderly
construction process, "

"If the bill became law, ' Johnson
said, "anarchitect would be well ad-
vised to select only those building
materials (e.g., union made) which
would not incite a labor union to "'re-
fuse to perform services' at the
building site, This would have the
undesirable effect of tending to de-
prive an architect of his free choice
in the selection of building mater-
ials,"

AIA's spokesman said he thought
the Taft-Hartley law should be
strengthened to prohibit product boy-
cotts of the type ruled permissible by
the Supreme Court in the recent
""Philadelphia door' case,

Johnson noted that legislation to
legalize secondary boycotts at con-
struction sites is the only labor spon-
sored legislation that the Institute
has taken a position on,

He predicted that H.R. 100, if
enacted, would lead to the ''closed
shop'" in the construction industry.
"If this happens, " Johnson said, "the
owner, the publie, the architect, the
contractor and even the government
will have little or not control over the
construction industry..."

— =

Dean Charles P, Graves of the
University of Kentucky School of Ar-
chitecture has been appointed to the
Urban Studies Fellowship Advisory
Board of the U,S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development,
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Vice-Presidentof the National Coun-
cil of Architectural Registration
Boards, Dean Graves this year con-
ferred with the administration of the
University of Puerto Rico at Rio Pie-
dras, outlining methods of establish-
ing and accreditation of a school of
architecture,
— ==

Chairman C. A. Coleman, Jr.,
Chairman of The Kentucky Society of
Architects' Honor Awards Commit-
tee, announced September 18 that 14
architectural firms and individual
architects have entered 41 buildings
into the 1967 competition for distin-
guished accomplishments in archi-
tecture by an architecture licensed
to practice in Kentucky. The con-
test entrants are architects whose
offices are in the state of Kentucky
and for any building in the United
States, or abroad, substantially com~
pleted since January 1, 1964, and
prior to August 1, 1967,

September 15 was the entry slips
andfee deadline, according to Cole-
man, Other deadlines are: deadline
for shipment of submission in bro-
chure form, October 15; judgment
date not yet determined but will oc-
cur between November 1and Novem-
ber 15; disposition of material be-
tween November 15 and December 1;
dates of proposed Exhibit Winners
will be announcedlater; publicity an-
nouncements of winners will occur
between November 15 and Decem-
ber 1,

T

Dr. John Heer, Dean of Civil En-
gineering at the University of Lou-
isville, is now associated with Mil-
ton M, Greenbaum & Associates, In-
corporated, consulting engineers of
Louisville in the field of Soils Engi-
neering. The company has expanded
its field of practice to encompass the
entire field of Soils Investigation and
Foundation Engineering as well as
Civil Engineering, Dr. Heer is con-
tinuing in his position of Dean at the
University of Louisville,

T —

Read these comments from the
Louisville Chapter of the Associated
General Contractors of America, en-
titled AIA Document A=201 and ap-

provedat the June 22-23 meeting, of
the recommendations of the AGC side
of the AIA-AGC Liaison Commission:

"The AIA-AGC Liaison Commis-
sion has completed discussion of the
revisions to the Tenth Edition of AIA
document A-201 dated September
1966 that were proposed by the mem-
bers and chapters, and the AGC menr
bers of this Commission respectful -
ly request that the Executive Com-
mittee take two actions:

'""1) Endorse the immediate print-
ing of A-201 with all the revisions
agreed to up to June 16, 1967, and
recommend that AGC chapters and
members use this revised document,

""2) Establisha new committee of
five AGC members to meet regular-
ly with the 5-man Committee on Doc~-
uments Review, This committee will
continue to work under the policy;
'thatthe architect is fully responsi-
ble for his professional services
which include his designs, drawings,
specifications, decisions, instruc-
tions andapprovals'and 'that the con-
tractor is fully responsible for con-
struction operations and safety pro-
cedures until final completion' to the
end that future editions of documents
affecting contractors are workable,
equitable, and clearly understandable
to all parties involved."

This action followed a series of
ATA-AGC meetings, The result of
these meetings was revision of thir-
ty-five articles of A-201, the last
group of which is described in the at-
tachment.

A new editionof A-201, which will
include all revisions, is now being
printed by AIA witha September 1967
date and scheduled to be ready in
August,

Analysis of changes to ATA Docu-
ment A-201, 1966 edition, as approv-
edby the AIA-AGC Liaison Commis-
sion, April 29, 1967, and subsequent-
ly as developedby AIA and AGC legal
counsel,

Some of the major revisions now
being included in the document (other
than those changes previously an-
nounced) provide the following:

e Clarification of the time for de-
manding arbitration (Article 2. 2, 10)

e Provisionthat the contractor is
not to doany work without necessary
interpretations, as well as drawings

(Continued on page 11)
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REBIRTH OF A VILLAGE

village is being rebornin Kentucky. Shakertown,

once the home of a flourishing religious cult, has

beenofficially '"dead' since 1910, It is being re-
stored not only for its historical significance but to
serve in the future as an adult educational center,

Renovation (and rebirth) may be likened to the Wil-
liamsburg, Virginia, restoration, although it does not
needto be so extensive, At present, the village proper
and the original farm have been acquired so that restor-
ation will accurately represent Shaker life and culture
ofa century ago. At the same time, a varied program
of cultural, educational and recreational activities will
be instituted.

Shakertown is the product of the frenzied evangelical
spirit which swept over America during the great reli-
gious movement of the 18th century. Anoutcast Quaker,
called Mother Ann Lee, founded the Shaker sect, more
properly known as the United Believers in the Second
Appearance of Christ,

Established in 1806 by the mother settlement of New
York, Shakertownat Pleasant Hill (22 miles from Lex-
ington and 7 miles from Harrodsburg on U.S, 68) is a
symbol of the conflicts and passions of the early 1800s,
Standing alone as a monument to the religious and in-
tellectual devotion of the Believers, Shakertown confers

6

By QUENTIN D. ALLEN, Editor

to present day visitors an appreciation of beauty, learn-
ing and service, Inthis day of urban difficulties, Shak-
ertown, representing one of history's many attempts at
at Utopian community, speaks to lay citizen and archi-
tectalike in the beauty and practicality of the self-con-
tained community. While the Shaker religious extre-
mists were not successful in implanting their hybrid
theology proclaiming Christ's Second Coming, their way
of life, as intellectually alive men and women, remains
vibrant and moving,

t was their odd tenets of faith which brought their

downfall, Those tenets bleached ordinary human

passion from the daily experiences of the follow-
ers. Celibacy, belief in community property, separa-
tion from the world, and a stern regimen of religious
activity made the model Shaker communities difficult
for the ordinary Believer. On the cynical side, it might
be said that life in the 1800s, just removed from the days
of an untamed frontier, may have made the model Shaker
communities attractive to people who were less than de-
vout in their religious beliefs, Yet, the evangelical
craze which swept the land also convinced thousands of
people that the Second Coming was at hand,

The Kentucky Architect




was the spark which lead people into Shaker com-

munities over the United States. Their acceptance
of the stern Shaker life speaks of the conditions of life
inthatday. Withlife sostern, it was difficult for people
not to believe in the fiery hell of religion rather than the
nearness of heaven. In their numbers were talented
persons representing all ecrafts and professions. There
were men and women from every walk of life, They
turned no one aside, and, atone time, had a total of 4500
people in their 18 communities,

‘While the bright flame of their faith burned bright
in the nation's communities, the talent attracted to the
faith, consecrated and richly endowed, produced a fabu-
lous number of inventions and improvements on existing
inventions, From their number was created excellent
art, literature, theology, architecture, practical sug-
gestions on social reform, furniture making, and agri-
culture, Asacommunity separatedfrom the world, the
Shakers had time to pause and consider the events of so-
ciety, Possessingthe atmosphere dedicated to helpful
service, the Shakers became innovative thinkers which,
along with their difficult religious practices, spurred
them along the road damning Shakerism, While their
thought clarified the murky waters of many areas, it was
this energized intellectual (liberalism ?) amid an ana-
chronistic religious setting that strikes us as odd and
so difficult to easily and briefly understand.

Yet, it is the Shakers who were reported as declaring
they had held vividly interesting conversations with
George Washingtonand other persons from the "other'
world, They emphasized that the George Washington
in question was the George Washington who served as
thefirst president of the United States. They claimed
to know a way to span reality beyond the confines of a
bloodandfleshworld., Their names as Shakers was de-
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n charismatic personality such as Mother Ann Lee

rived from their belief that they held they could liter-
ally "shake' sins from their bodies, What dida bypass-
er think, when, on a cold and blustery night, he rode
near the Shaker settlement and heard the moaning voic-
es and the clack of heels as they "'shook' free of sins ?
It was observers who carried tales of their dancing to
the outside that accounted for the "world'" calling Be-
lievers as the Shakers.

Additionally, the thought that a cult so infused with
broad, adaptive talents could actually believe their ranks
would be replenished by orphans and converts is unrea-
sonable as we look from this point in time, But the im-
press of the times was written in the blindness of the
Shakers in adhering to such a stern way of life. How-
ever, if they truly believed in the Second Coming, was
it unreasonable that reproduction by natural methods
not be shunned? They truly expected to witness the
Second Coming, They lived by a plan to be applied to
the lives of each person, and, in seeing none for natur-
ally produced children, they condemned producing such,
Moreover, they believed in Mother Ann Lee with a fer-
vency whichwoulddo credit to any current trendists.or
cultists, Her disappointing marriage and tragic child-
bearing experiences left her an emotionally disturbed
person, Almost illiterate, she nonetheless contained
the personality of an inspired leader.

ertown, where their sharply defined buildings pre-

sent a complex of beautiful buildings to the world.
Even though the builders expected the Second Coming
withintheir lifetimes, the craftsmanship of the Shakers
assured a long and enduring existence for their hand-
some homes. Because they so believed in celibacy and
realized the weaknesses of the flesh, the Shakers de-

7

I n a way, the Shaker voices are still heard at Shak-




Rebirth of a Village

he mystique of the Shakers is not simply a Kentucky thing, There is magic in the name

which graced their village. There is, for instance, a new fascination with Shaker fur-

niture in its simple but beautiful lines, And, even for the real estate man, there is the
magnetizing power of the Shaker image., A Saturday Review ad reads: '"Moving to Cleveland ?
Learn the advantages of The Shaker Communities--stable, integrated neighborhoods in a city
where 95% of high school graduates go to college. Less than 20 minutes from University
Circle educational--cultural complex and downtown, Fine recreational facilities, Modern
homes."
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