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A special meeting concerning the

KENTUCKY SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS current status of The Kentucky |
President John Bickel AlA Architect magazine was held by the |
Vice-President Donald Schnell AIA Board of Directors of the Kentucky
Sec.-Treasurer Jean Farley AIA Society of Architects May 9 at the

EAST KENTUCKY CHAPTER Frankfort Country Club,

President Norman Chrisman, Jr. AIA After a lengthy discussion, the
Vice-President C. A Coleman, Jr. AIA present publisher, Marvin Gray,
TsfeC;:f,fg N’L‘:&eﬂr}]%ger;' 2:: presented a proposal outlining a new

procedure in publishing the maga-

WEST KENTUCKY CHAPTER zine.

Cff:,'gf:;,den, ondognaslghsl:?‘:';s: ::: The meeting was concluded with
Secretary Edward Cooke |11 AIA the Board of Directors' referring
Treasurer Larry Melillo AIA Gray's proposal to a joint committee

EAST CENTRAL REGION composed of members of the board

Director Walter Scholer, Jr. AIA and the Editorial Council of The

Kentucky Architect,

K A NI Members of the present Editorial

Norman Berry AIA(Chairman) Jim Halblieb

Charles Akers John Stapleton Council, who had submitted their
Louis Hugg Charles Witt resignations at the January meeting
Robert Olden AIA David Zuern

of the Board, agreed to continue
John Ray : o : )
functioning until a new agreement
EDITORIAL & ADVERTISING BUSINESS OFFICE can be reached concerning the new
804 E. Jefferson St., Louisville, Ky. 40206 publication procedures.
Marvin Gray, Executive Secretary
587-8806

TH E KENTU CKY ARC H ITE CT Construction of extension centers

planned this year by the State will put
is the monthly official magazine of the Kentucky avocational school within driving dis-
Society of Architects of the American Institute tance of every Kentuckian, says Gov-
of Architects, Inc. Opinions expressed herein are 2 ’

not necessarily thoseof the Societyor the Institute. ernor Edward T, Breathitt,
KENTUCKY ARCHITECT is available at a sub- C.E.C.

scription cost of $4.00 each year or 50 cents

each issue. LEGGETT & IRVAN
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A Problem in Design

A New Monastic House
for the
Abbey of Gethsemane
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llan Russell Johnson, a 1967 architectural groduate from the University of Ken-
tucky, did not back into a degree the easy way. For his graduating thesis, he
chose to design a Monastic house for the Abbey of Gethsemane, Trappist, Kentucky,

near Bardstown.

Even the most uninformed layman can appreciate the ambitious
nature of Johnson's self-appointed challenge,

In surveying Johnson's work, one can see he

blended together the tangible and intangible qualities of planned space and materials with the

mystic and dedicated life of the Trappist order,

In approaching his thesis, Johnson thoro: ghly re-
searched the history and traditions of this spiritual
communal body inthe following section entitled '""Purpose,
Scope and Design Criteria,' Thesis topics are as fol-
lows:

(1) WhatIs A Monastery ?, (2) Monasticism Today, (3)
The Monk and the Liturgy, (4) The Life of Penance, (5)
The Monastic Family, (6) History of Cistercian Archi-
tecture, (7) History of the Abbey of Gethsemane, (8) The
Daily Life of a Cistercian Monk, (9) Qualifications for
Admission, A prcgram analysis section included des-
cription of spaces and their importance and square foot-
agerequirements. An interesting passage concerned an
examination of two monasteries designed by Marcel
Breuer and Le Corbusier, Text matter and illustrations
of Johnson's site analysis were also included.

In a graphic sense, a monastery and its grounds is
literal evidence of man's humanity to not only man but
also to God. In the holy silence of the Trappist environ-
ment, .uietness assumes an articulation beyond words,
and, the efore, shapes, shadows, forms, textures, de-
signs, contours, landscapes, a thousand spacial arrange-
ments and relations, weave, in a dance with each other,
the spiritual voice of the Abbey of Gethsemane, In an in-
tellectual and intuitive sense, the monastic client and the
architect mustcome to terms with each other, in recog-
nizing the nature of each to the task at hand, Mr, John-
son has illustrated this in his research involving the
works of Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk at Gethse-
mane, and other religious and architectural books and
periodicals, Of special use were histories relating to
the work of Marcel Breuerand Le Corbusier., The com-
plexity of Johnson's thesis work was somewhat described
in Jean Petit's record of Le Corbusier's assignment,

"To dwell in the silence of men of prayer and study
and to constructa church for them—this was the program
proposed to Le Corbusier in 1952 under the urging of R,
P, Courturier, by the provincial chapter of the Domini-
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cans of Lyons, The monastic complex was to comprise
a church, cloister, chapter room, study rooms, library,
refectory, kitchens and about a hundred cells, "

To understand more about the man who has influenced
Johnson in his thesis, we canlook to the November issue,
1965, of the ATA Journal in an article entitled "Remem-
bering Le Corbusier, What We Have Lost,' by Jose Luis
Sert, FAIA:

"He was a generalist and, like all great men, he was
far ahead of histime., An architect and city planner has
tobe ageneralist by nature. This type of man will be in
increasing.demand. We are possibly moving toward the
periodwhen specialization as we understand it today will
not be as necessary; when synthesis and coordination
(interprofessional included) atall levels will be required
to put our physical environment in some kind of order.

"His small vest-pocket notebooks were packed with
big ideas and lively sketches. Whenever something in-
teresting happened or some problem presented itself, he
got out his notebooks. He had a wealth of ideas to draw
from, "

In uncovering an analysis of Le Corbusier's work on
the La Tourette, the Dominican monastery designed by
Le Corbusier, Johnson included information which indi-
cated Le Corbusier gave the Dominicans ', ,.a work of
great fullness whose harmony, boldness and vigor have
not ceased to astonish us,'" Johnson also gleaned:
"There will be those who will try to classify the convent
within a strict formula as did those after Ronchamp who
tried to recall the Baroque, but the work defies classifi-
cation...And even if one were to refuse to admit the
creative power, will not the final judgement belong to the
men of religion, who, living in this convent of our times,
have discovered a work whose sacred character affirms
itself in a manner both spontaneous and reflective ?''
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In stating why Le Corbusier's work was chosen as a
study example for his graduating thesis, Johnson wrote:
""This monastery was chosenbecause of its similarity
in architectural design to what Cistercians believe a

monastic house should be, Yet, they differ because the
Trappists are self-sufficient and this brings farming and
various shops to the monastic community. How to relate
these functions to a monastic house is a primary problem
ofa Trappist monastery. In order to solve this problem
the Trappist monks have decided to relocate the monastic
house away from the shops and farm buildings. This
building was chosen also, because the Dominicans, like
the Trappists, moved from their old house to a new house
thus resulting in a new look at the architectural signifi-
cance of their buildings to the world. This is one of the
goals the Trappists hope to obtain when they build their
new house. "

arcel Breuer, in designing Saint John's

Abbey, the Benedictine monastery located

in Collegeville, Minnesota, was faced with

the necessity of studying and appreciating
monastic life in its modern embodiment at Saint John's
a community to the Rule of monastic life in its modern
embodiment at Saint John's, a community to the Rule of
Saint Benedict. In this sense today's monastery, John-
son maintained, is an outgrowth of fourteen centuries of
balance between constancy to the Rule on the one hand,
andadjustment to the changing social world on the other.
At its inception, organized monasticism placed its em-
phasis on groupworship and manual labor. In the course
of its evolution the original Benedictine emphases have
been expanded to include special dedications to mission-
ary work, scholarshipand education, The schools with-
in the University combine yearly to educate fourteen
hundred people: clerics of the Order of Saint Benedict,
diocesan seminarians, and lay students, wrote Johnson,

In January of 1954, wrote Johnson, Breuer introduced
to the entire community a model of the proposed Church,
of the monastie wing, its adjoining buildings and a model
of the whole comprehensive plan for one hundred years
development. With the model he presented volumes with'
photographs and designs illustrative of various phases of
the over-all plan,
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Breuer explained in detail the technique of building
without previous demolition, a technique that would in-
volve completing the monastic wingand the church before
tearing down the old church, The new administration and
library building could then rise on the site formerly oc-
cupied by the old church., Further, Breuer described
how the Abbey could builda new building in the shadow of
an old building, so that at no moment in the future would
the functioning of the community be hampered., Johnson
reported that Breuer's program was considered the best
of its type in its field in the history of modern architec-
ture due to its unique planning concept and the coopera-
tive spirit between both patron and architect.

Designs in Architectural Record, February, 1964,
illustrated the outstanding characteristics of Breuer's
work, Specifically shown is the use of concrete in the
folded plate arch and the atrium-baptistry at St. John's
Abbey Church. Incemmentinguponthe folded plate arch,
Architectural Forum wrote '"...The compelling rhythm
and strength of the bents is emphasized by the austerity
of their surfaces, symbolic of the monastic life. . . another
shining example of concrete serving as structure, form
and detail (as Breuer's atrium-baptistry). Echoing tra-
dition, the atrium-baptistry is top-lighted by plastic
domes over the central, recessed font area. Artificial
lighting serves the same purpose (halo lighting) at night.

In Johnson's personal interviews with the Abbey's
representative, it was decided that the monastery house,
due to functional relationship problems, should be relo-
cated, This decision was reached in spite of historic
ties with the present monastery.

Johnson's analysis of the site went as follows:

"The first of the functional problems is the way the
present site is planned. The farm buildings and shops
are located too near the present monastic house and some
shops are even within the house due to lack of space,
The second functional problem is that the present build-
ings are not laid out according to their beliefs (such as
an East-West orientation) and the library is actually on
the outside of the monastic house. The third problem is
that the gatehouse and guest retreat house which are used
for receiving visitors and people on retreats are located
within the monastic house.

"These elements combined to produce an atmosphere
of noise and disturbing interruptions within the monastic
house, Therefore, it was decided to relocate the mo-
nastic house and leave the farm buildings and shops in
their present location. The farm operation was com-
pletely modernized recently. The shops need more space,
therefore, space inthe existing house will be used. The
existing church will be used for community mass.

"The Abbey owns 2000 acres of rolling countryside so
the new site could be chosen from a number of locations,
However, for the correct functional relationship to exist
the new site will be located on the same side of the road
as the present monastery, only further east from state
route 417, The new site will provide the location of the
gatehouse between the highway and the new monastic

The Kentucky Architect



Pictured are a model and a section
perspective of a proposed new Monastic
House for the Abbey of Gethsemane,
located 12 miles from Gethsemane on state
route 247, Allan Russell Johnson, a 1967
graduate of the University of Kentucky
School of Architecture, is the designer of
the model and author of a thesis
concerning the Monastic House,

house. Also, from there the monks can walk to the shops
and farm buildings without crossing the highways. This
is significant inasmuch as walking is the only form of
exercise in which the monk can participate, "

The feasibility of his project, Johnson wrote, is sup-
ported by the existing needs of the client, The present
buildings, erected during the 19th century, are growing
too small and most are in need of repair. Some of the
existing buildings might be retained for historic value,
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but the real desire is for a larger and permanent complex
now that the monastery is well established.

A selfless community dedicated to the secular world
through meditation and prayer was a far cry from the
design of thebuildings for the ordinary activities of men.
Interested persons may secure additional details on the
Johnson thesis by writing the University of Kentucky
School of Architecture Library, University of Kentucky,
Lexington, Kentucky 40506,

7



Planning for Modern Life

The Architect and the 11th Hour Imperative

This is an exciting time for the
architect or the young person aspir-
ing to the profession of architecture,
Itis evident that the architect of to-
day is enjoyinga position of growing
importance in our society. Because
countless books, magazines andper-
iodicals are alerting the public to the
needof a vastly improved urban en-
vironment, the element of planning
through the talents of the architect
emphasizes the open door of chal-
lenge and opportunity in the field of
architecture,

Nothing stirs society quite so vi-
olently as the eleventh hour impera-
tive. Our urban centers are now at
the dry rot stage—physically, aes-
thetically and spiritually. When the
fact that 75 percent of our population
now crowding into the urban centers
is coupled to the idea that in the next
40 years more buildings must be e-
rected than in all our past history,
the architectis certainly the guard-
ian of the urban stage. He is, to
some degree, the social engineer of
the future. He must cure the urban
abrasives of noise, filth and unsafe
streets which have prompted deep
and serious questioning of municipal
centers,

Life Magazine, in its April 21,
1967, issue said of the widespread
questioning affecting our social, po-
litical and spiritual environment:

"There is other evidence that the
outward forms of American civiliza-
tion conceal an inner restlessness
and loss of faith in the old truths
once held self-evident, "

A new term is now employed to
describe the illnesses affecting our
cities. Urban pathology is a "sci-
ence' usedindiagnosing such illnes-
ses. We recognize, of course, there
are disputes in handling the dilemma.
Should financing be initiated by the
federal governmentor proceed fron.
local government or industry? There
are many problems of uninvestigated
complexity surrounding the situation
allintangent to the practicing arch-
itect in his relationship to society.
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While the reliance of this and to-
morrow's generation uponthe archi-
tect may seem exaggerated, we can
state that the floodtide of business
for the architect is now welling.
Statistics bear this out, Common
sense bears it out. The tide of hu-
man history has accelerated over
the centuries and the millenia until,
at last inour own day, it has reached
a pointof culmination. The need for
professional services has propor-
tionately increased—and that em-
phatically includes the architect.

Human population increased
slowly over tens of thousands of
years. But the rateofincrease goes
steadily up, until in our time the
curve that describes it suddenly ap-
proaches the vertical. This is evi-
denced in other areas such as ener-
gy, transportation, weaponry, com-
munication, medicine and the health
sciences, and in a world-view of
man rather than the parochial and
narrow approach,

A planet suffering a population
explosion cannot permit a simple-
minded approach to its problems be-
cause of man's advances and, in e-
qual or greater ratio, new and
strange problems. In an era of au-
tomation, specialization and diver-
sification, our basically bureaucra-
tic society has escaped the puritan-
ical dislike for intellectuals. (Bu-
reaucracy's distrust of the same
brain power criticism is another
matter, however.) Indeed, when we
are ill with a skin ailment, we con-
sult a dermatologist., and, in like
fashion, when our institutions, our
urban centers, or our great corpor-
ations require functional and aesthe-
tic expertise, the architect is con-
sulted.

This is the ongoing process of
creating from the outdated environ-
ment of another age a tableau of ac-
complishment for the generations of
today and tomorrow,

"Indigenous architecture had pro-
videda heritage and an ideal beyond
the generation of its originators. It

typically represents infinite varia-
tions within a consistent order and
framework, warranting our particu-
lar focus and re-examination be-
cause, in our complex and multilat-
eral society, we need to encompass
infinite variations within a strong,
consistent ordering framework. Va-
riations which are translated into
physical form.'" ("Our Unpreten-
tious Past,”” AIA Journal, November
1965.)

We can see that the expertise and
advice of the architect will be used
more and more in the planning pro-
cess within our urban areas. At
present, urban leadership lacks the
fiscal and administrative devices to
alleviate the sicknesses of our cities.

This constitutes a challenge to the
architect of today and tomorrow,
The architect can enable state and
local government toassume primary
responsibility in the conduct of urban
affairs. Of course, it remains a
moot question as to financing form-
ulas, whether or not monetary re-
sources should extend from the fed-
eral government, the local and state
government or from traditional
matching arrangements,

Dr. Robert C. Weaver, secretary,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, has said:

"The national goal of improved
urban environment ultimately hinges
on the capability of local government
not only to carry out federal grant-
in-aid programs, butalso to take the
initiative in solving their own unique
urban problems, Thus, innovative
approaches will be required from a
number of different sources—federal,
state, localand private. The role of
the Department of HUD is to provide
national leadershipand directionto-
wardachieving this improved quali-
ty of urban living.' (The General
Electric Forum, July-September
1966.)

" Something must and will be done
about our cities. Too many people
are disturbed. Edward J. Logue,
Boston Administrator of redevelop-
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NEW
KENTUCKY
BUILDINGS . . .

MAYO VOCATIONAL SCHOOL, Paints-
ville; George L. Shannon & Associates,

Architects, Prestonsburg.

MIGNON TOWER, Morehead
State University; James Allen
Clarke & Associates, Lexington

... ACCENT
ON
EDUCATION

LIBRARY ADDITION, Kentucky
State College, Frankiort; Ober-
warth Associates—Architects,

Frankfort

EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION PRODUC -
TION CENTER, Lexington; Louis & Henry
Architects & Associates, Louisville i

?
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