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C. W. Melvin company

TUCK POINTING, RUBBER CALK,
SAND BLASTING, STEAM
CLEANING, STEEPLE JACKS,
WATER PROOFING, STEEL

PAINTING, BUILDING CLEANING
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE FREE ESTIMATES

778-9681

2409 W. MARKET LOUISVILLE, KY. 40212

@

CONTRACTORS

Fire Protection
Of Louisville, Inc.

431 7101 :

== lmsvu;?‘n:l:z - AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER EQUIPMENT
e L 2 3717 DOWNING WAY, LOUISVILLE, KY. 40218 + 451-0700

STONE CO.
CUT STONE
FABRICATORS,

SAM WARREN | speciausts IN
&_ SON INDIANA

LIMESTONE

822 S.
24TH ST.
LOUISVILLE,
KY. 40211

roofing and waterproofing contractors

HARRY 5. ALBE & SON, INC.
4606 ILLINOIS AVE. LOUISVILLE, KY,

RAY NOLAN, PRES. PAT MURPHY, V.P.

“FINER FOOD EQUIPMENT"
454.4659 220 5. 18TH  LOUISVILLE, KY. 40203

TELEPHONE 585-5288

ray nolan roofing co., inc.
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GOLD 'BOND TECTUM

,— INSULATING - ACOUSTIOAL
111044 E Chasmut St., l.ou.. Ky
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is easy; cost is low. Look at these outstanding buyer benefits:

* Master unit has six remote-station capacity with speaker-
microphone flexibility « Slide-rule dial for AM/FM station
selection « Automatic frequency control locks in FM stations
* On-Off door -switch for privacy and security * Large, wide-

KENTUCKY CHAPTERS' NEWS

WEST

A%, the, October 21 meeting of the
West-éntucky Chapter, election
of officerg'fox 1966 was held. The
following gé‘rgtlemen were elected:
Donald E. Schnell, President,
Lloyd G, Schliecher, Vice-Presi-
dent, Edward Cooke, III, Secre-
tary, Lawrence Melillo, Treas-
urer,

EAST

Due to the fact that the Kentucky
Society meeting is being held in
Lexington, there will be no chap-
ter meeting in November.

At the October meeting, Gene
Sipps announced that groundwork
was being laid for the formation
of a CSI chapter in this area and
we would be hearing more about
this later.

An informative and detailed
slide presentation on the recent
work of Alvar Aalto was given by
Clifford Slavin, AIA, based on his
travel this summer to Finland.
Cliff is a 1952 graduate of the Un-
iversity of Pennsylvania and had
worked with Vincent Kling and
Mitchell and Giurgola before join-
ing the U. K. School of Architec-
ture staff last year. v

Sound idea for new-home selling:

G-E SOLID STATE
AM/FM RADIO INTERCOM

Add the value, the instant appeal of full-house communications
to the next home you build. A new G-E AM/FM fully tran-
sistorized Radio Intercom provides convenience never before
possible and security at the mere touch of a button. Installation

range speakers * Operates on safe 8 volts—=6 volts at transformer

on stand-by + And there are no tubes to burn out.
Another quality product for quality homes . .

Electric.

. by General

GENERAL @D ELECTRIC

South Central District -

Call 451-9611 - Ask For Contract Sales
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"Our society will never be great until our cities are
great, Today the frontier of imagination and innova-
tion is inside those cities, not beyond their borders
..... New experiments are already going on. [t will
be the task of (our) generation to make the American
city a place where future generations will come, not
only to live, but to live the good life."

President Lyndon B, Johnson

University of Michigan, May 1965

EDITORIAL

The above quotation stands as a challenge in the face of recently popular
criticism of ugliness in our cities, America has suddenly become aware
that its cities are terribly congested, dirty, crime ridden, unhealthy places
in which to live. Millions - perhaps as many as six million - live in unthink-
able slums and poverty - people essentially outside the general march of
material abundance. Our city streets have too little light, air and greenery -
too much traffic anderime. Hundreds of thousands of dilapidated andoutdated
buildings add to the press for building space brought on by unprecedented
growth and crowding within our cities.

Yet the awareness that our cities are not good places to live is but a be-
ginning. It is not merely enough to criticize - for criticism implies action.
We must be prepared to face the broad implications of the city squarely and
to act with vigor and resolution in all its many facets. We must be willing to
enter this challenge completely and totally, for partial attempts at "window
dressing' will only delay the real battle of renewing our cities.

It is folly to expect the same attitudes, thinking, and approaches used in
building the present day American city to be sufficient for rebuilding it. We
must truly apply the imagination and innovation called for by President John-
son, both in design and implementation of that rebuilding. Past generations
were willing to run the riskofexperiment in areas unknown to them but which
have since become everyday experience to us. We too must be willing to ex-
periment within the sometimes unfamiliar context of the contemporary city.

We must be willing to find effective meansfor adequately housing the city's
slum dweller and more important, to find the courage to implement them.
This implies a fresh approach to traditional attitudes concerning public hous-
ing and welfare. We must come to grips with the problem of urban transpor-
tation - come with the same determination andcommitment that enables us to
spend nearly five billion dollars annually on a flight to the moon, or nearly
100 milliondollars on teenage recording stars. We must pioneer and develop
new approaches to building in spite of all our vested interests in maintaining
the status quo, for only through fresh approaches can we hope to build the
numbers of buildings necessary to house America's urban needs within the
next generation.

Americans are crowding into cities at the rate of nearly two million people
each year, The American Institute of Architects, in a most excellent movie
and booklet, has pinpointed four steps in meeting this growth; awareness,
commitment, planning and action. Todate we have spent much time becoming
aware; it is now time to test our commitment with planning and action.

America does not lack the technical know how nor the economic resources
necessary to make the city a place in which to live the good life. It remains
to be seen whether America has the moral fortitude to face the issue squarely
and pay the price necessary tobuild a better city. You and I hold the answer.
We cannot afford to say no.
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“"THE ANGRY EARTH”

Architects, engineers, contractors
and ready-mix concrete producers
will take a look at '""The Angry
Earth' and listen to its effects on
Dec. 3 at the Phoenix Hotel in
Lexington—the occasion, the ban-
quet program of the fourth annual
Kentucky Concrete Conference,

KUNZE
""The Angry Earth' will be an

illustrated talk of the effect of
earthquakes on structures and
will be delivered by Walter E.
Kunze, Director of Promotion
Planning and Engineering Services
for the Portland Cement Associ-
ation, Chicago, Illinois, Mr,
Kunze, holder of degrees in Civil
Engineering from The Citadel and
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, has participated act-
ively in PCA's investigations of
major earthquakes in recent
vears. The investigations are
designed to bring first-hand in-
formation to structural engineers
and designers regarding the per-
formance of buildings and bridges
subjected to earthquake forces.

His travels in the investigations
have taken him, among other
points, to Mexico City in 1957,
Yugoslavia in 1963; and Anchorage,
Alaska, in 1964,

He is a member of the Ameri-
can Concrete Institute, The Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers and
the National Society of Profession-
al Engineers.

The conference will be held
Dec. 3 and 4 with registration at
9a.m., Dec. 3, at the univers-
ity's Carnahan House.

The conference is held each
year by the University of Ken-
tucky's departments of ,Civil En-
gineering, Architecture, and Ex-
tended Services in cooperation
with professional and trade groups,
including the American Institute
of Architects. v

November /1965

Hollow metal

ATLAS

ARCHITECTURAL

PLASTER AND
SUPPLY CO.

2932 GREENWOOD AVE.
LOUISVILLE, KY. 40211
FEATURING:

doors and

rolling frames

METAL
SPECIALISTS

PHONE US FOR SERVICE

776-4621

Two Modern Plants
To Serve Your
Projects

Colonial Supply Company

NATIONAL
READY MIXED

COMCRETE
ASSOCIATION

Louisville , Kentucky
636-1321

For Over 30 Years Serving Architects
And The Construction Industry With
QUALITY READY-MIX CONCRETE

ELEVATORS
THE

MURPHY
ELEVATOR

COMPANY
128 E. MAIN ST.
LOUISVILLE 2, KY.
JU 7-1225

PASSENGER FREICGHT
RESIDENCE DUMBWAITERS

Electric and Oil Hydraulic Type

For New Installations
and Renovating Jobs
Consult Our Sales Engineers

Industrial Handling Equipment

GLOBE oiLiFrs.

Industrial Representative — Sales and Service

BLUE PRINTING
PICKUP & DELIVERY
652 S. 2nd Street
583-0657

Black & White Prints

Architects
and
Engineers
S
U
P
P
L PHOTOSTAT PRINTS
L PICKUP & DELIVERY
S

652 S. 2nd Street
583-0657




For interiors that

compliment youvr architectural
designs, you will find one of
the most competent staffs in
the country at

hubbuch in kentucky

with offices in Louisville (583-2716),
Lexington (252-7603), and Owensboro
(683-6224). We offer a complete service —
design, furniture, fabrics, floor

coverings and objects d’ art.

GENERAL ELEVATOR DIVISION

K. M. WHITE COMPANY

\Y%

Engineers and Manufacturers of
HYDRAULIC & TRACTION ELEVATORS
Commercial - Residential

Customerized Service, Modernization

LOUISVILLE OFFICE LEXINGTON OFFICE
983-769600. 0 & O e k. 218-1790

WE'VE MOVED

Effective October 1, 1965, The
Office of Helm Roberts, AIA, is
located at 217 North Upper Street,
Lexington, Kentucky 40507; Tele-
phone - 254-2244, Area Code 606,

CLASSIFIED

Registered Architect in Kentucky
to be in charge of Branch Office.
Parent firm long established in
Architectural profession and ac-
tive in Kentucky. The office has
beenlocated in Kentucky for eight
(8) years. Please send personal
resume to PO Box 357, Frankfort,
Kentucky.

When you contact
manufacturers
Remember
you saw it
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LUMBER CO.

WHOLESALE and RETAIL

The Best prom the
WEST cnd the SOUTH

DISTRIBUTORS FOR:
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“E %5 LAMINATED PLASTIC

"“THERE ARE NO LOWER PRICES"

MElrose 5-5261

1540 S. 9th St.

Louisville 8, Ky.

VISITING LECTURERS’,
CRITICS’ UK AGENDA

Visiting lecturers and critics to
the School of Architecture, Uni-
versity of Kentucky, will be
Charles W. Moore: Architect and
Chairman of Architecture, Yale
University Visiting Critic, 4th
Year Design, November 3-6, 20-
23, December 16, Lecture, 1 PM,
Thursday, November 21, Gunnar
Birkerts: Architect, Birmingham,
Michigan, and Associate Profes-
sor of Architecture, University of
Michigan, Lecture 1 PM, Thurs-
day, December 2. v
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The mystic city

The city is a complex organism.
Big or small, it is the center of
the universe to its residents, the
place where you put down your

roots, make your living, raise
your family, try to make a decent
life. Seen from afar, it has a
mystic quality, a deceptive feel-
ing of repose.

November /1965

“There are moments, in approach-
ing [our cities] by car when, if the
light is right and the distant masses
of buildings are sufficiently far away,
a new form of urban splendor, more
dazzling than that of Venice or Flor-
ence, seems to have been achieved.”

Louis Mumford



to see

Learning

As TV commentator David Brinkley said recently:
"We are ugly." The condition of America's com-
munities has become a national disgrace. People a-
broad say that the United States has the most beautiful
buildings and the ugliest cities in the world, Unfortu-
nately, on the latter count, they are right.

Why should the nation with the most advanced tech-
nology, the highest living standard, the best program
for mass education, the most successful political
system, and the highest degree of ingenuity in solving
scientific problems make such a mess of its physical
environment ?

The pattern is essentially the same in the great
majority of our towns and cities. The approaches to
the city are befouled by billboards, garish store front
signs, utility poles, overhead wires, junkyards, and
blighted business buildings.

Downtown is usually congested, rundown, and may
already have been dissected by a badly-planned high-
way. The waterfront, potentially a place for recrea-
tion, is littered with junk and industrial debris, That
part of suburbia available to medium-income residents
is, more often than not, devoid of interest and vitality.
Most suburban shopping centers are barn-like struc-
tures. in islands of asphalt, In all things, big and
small, there is a blindness to good design.

Concerning our physical environment, one architect
says: "It isn't that we're stupid. We just have lousy
memories." It is a cogent statement. We have a rich
and valid heritage in community design. Thomas Jef-
ferson, our third President and an architect, designed
not only Monticello and the campus of the University of
Virginia but several towns; he also made a design for
the city of Washingtonbefore L'Enfantdid, and he pro-
posed a national system of roads and canals. William
Penn's original design for Philadelphia was strong
enough to guide the orderly development and redevel-
opment of the city to this day. Communities have
been built as "company towns', like Hershey, Pa.;
as religious centers, like Salt Lake City, Utah; and
as governmental experiments, like Greenbelt, Md.

For whatever reason, these communities were de-
signed and built according to a plan. We design our
mechanical conveniences and space vehicles and we
plan our business affairs. The businessman who did
not plan would be considered a fool, Yet, today, we
re-build and expand our towns, cities, and metropoli-
tan areas without plans. We try to control unwhole-

again

some uses of landwith nothing more than the weak and
negative tool of zoning, We are just beginning to see
the result.

Americans, in hundreds of communities throughout
the land, are becoming aware that they are living a-
mid unsavory, unpleasant, and largely unnecessary
ugliness. They are beginning to learn to see again,
We are building a whole new America, because we
will have-to duplicate every single structure in the
nation by the end of this century in order to house our
expanding population and replace outworn buildings
and neighborhoods.

The prospects are not hopeless, however, We have
the resources in virtually every community to elimi-
nate ugliness and create an efficient and beautiful ur-
ban environment. Experience demonstrates that three
forces are necessary to get the job done:an enlight-
ened and sympathetic government, the leadership and
support -of the business community, and the design
professionals of the community. Government has the
power to utilize programs available at Federal, State,
and local levels; it also has the power to regulate the
size and appearance of store signs, establish a munic-
ipal tree-planting program, and place power lines
underground, among other things. The city planning
commission is generally the only agency with the au-
thority to create the master plan which the progressive
community needs to guide its development. The busi-
ness and civic leadership is often the only cohesive
element within the community which can provide the
necessary inspiration, finances, and staying power,
Architects and their fellow professionals are the only
ones who can provide the design skills neededto trans-
late social and economic needs into structures, spaces,
and beauty. Underpinning all of this, however, is one
essential element—the backing of a knowledgeable and
demanding public which knows the difference between
the good and the bad, and insists on having the good,

But before there can be community commitment,
there must be community awareness,

The purpose of this issue (and the new AIA motion
picture from which these photos are largely derived)
is to help create this condition of community aware-
ness, to show what some communities are doing, and
to suggest some of the things any community cando to
attack the gnawing problem of ugliness and create a
physical environment worthy of American history,
ideals, and talents.
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Restoring beauty, usefulness and
vitality to the Central business
district and housing areas of our
cities is within the means of near-
ly every American community.
Fresno, California has rerouted
automobile traffic around the cen-
tral area, put in trees, flowers,
sculpture, exhibits—in short, it
has given some reason for people
to spendtime there. Examples of
run down, dilapidated housing
exists in the midst of nearly all
our cities—not just in Appalachia.
Yet we have the means at ourdis-
posal to create vital and useful
housing within our cities, Ex-
ample St. Francis Square in San
Francisco—low cost housing fi-
nanced by a labor union,

“Our grandchildren may no longer
be able to decide whether they wani
to live in cities or not; there may be
no other place to live. . .”

Wolf Schneider

November/1965

Fom
T

| v
Bl T

[k




When you approach it, the scale
changes and so does the impres-
sion, Beautiful overlooks can be
protected and highways can be
landscaped, as these scenes-of
the Virginia approach to Wash-
ington, D.C., show. Here it was
mainly a matter of leaving things
alone as much as possible. Be-
low, some of the approaches to
Long Island and San Francisco,

10
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