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an office project built on a three-dimensional module
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1956 HOTEL OF THE YEAR!

. Last year it was the fobulous Fontainebleau ... this year

it's the magnificent Seville. A great new hotel each season has
become almost a habit for booming Miami Beach.

Exciting new design and time-and-money-saving construction methods
keynote the Florida building success story. Panelfab Products,
pioneers in metal-faced honeycomb core panels, are proud to play
an important part in the development of new Florida techniques

for application throughout the nation.

Write today for new catalogs with full details and prices.

ANELFAB

PRODUCTS, INC.

2000 MN.E. 146th STREET, N. MIAMI, FLORIDA




[~ ST. JOHN the BAPTIST CHURCH

Rome, New York
Architect: FRANK W. BRODRICK, Syracuse, N. Y. b
Engineer: MALCOLM B. MOYER, Syracuse, N. Y. |

Gen. Conl.: JAMES PAOLINI CONST. CO,, INC,, Syracuse, M. Y,
Sheef Metal Cont.: FINSTER BROTHERS, INC., Rome, N. Y,

22,780 LBS. OF REVERE 20
OUNCE Cold Rolled Sheet
Copper was used for the
batten seam roof, valleys
and covering on fleche.

(below) CLOSE-UP shows
loose lock cross seam—con-
structed as recommended in
Revere's 110-Page booklet,
“COPPER AND COMMON
SENSE." Do youhave a copy?

{Right) HOW BATTEN
LOOKS before copping.
Note that cleats are noiled
to the sides of the batten.
This is done to prevent fu-
ture frouble, as the wind
blowing over a roof caouses
anup-lifton the roofing pans.
If the batten was nailed on
the top, the nails would be
subjected to a straight up-
ward pull. Noils placed on
the side of the batten are
subjected to a shearing ac-
tion that does not tend to
loosen the nails, Two nails
are always advisoble for
maximum security,

e Since the first cathedrals of the Old World were built
centuries ago, copper has been the favored meral for
roofs, ornamental work, flashing, gutters and leaders.
With the passing of the years other metals have appeared
on the horizon. None has been able to match all of the
outstanding construction characteristics of copper.

That’s one of the big reasons architects and builders
continue to use copper . . . it has proved itself many times
over! It is the “centuries-tested” metal. Other reasons are:
Copper is flexible design-wise . . . is as much at home in
the most modern office building as it is in traditional
church design. Itis easily worked and soldered, requiring
no special tools, and is ideal for prefabrication. Copper
cannot rust, rot or deteriorate.

REVERE COPPER NOW MARKED WITH
GAUGE AND TEMPER

An additional advantage of specifying Revere Copper
is that all standard Revere Sheert, Strip and Roll Copper is
marked with the gauge and temper with water-soluble
ink. Ask your distributor about it. And if you have tech-
nical problems involving the application of Revere
Copper, consult our Technical Advisory Service.

REVERE

COPPER AND BRASS INCORPORATED

Founded by Paul Revere i 1801
230 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.
Mills: Baltimore, Md.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; Chicago, Clinton and Joliet, Ill.; Detroit, Mich..
Los Angeles and Riverside, Calif.; New Bedford, Mass.; Newpors, Ark.; Rome, N. Y.
Sales Offices in Principal Cities, Distributors Everywbere
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You see things more clearly
through L-0-F Parallel-0- Plate Glass
than through any other glass

made in America!

L-O-F Parallel-O-Plate Glass is fwin-ground for a visual quality
that cannot be matched by ordinary plate glass ground one side

at a time. It is the only twin-ground plate glass made in America.

Of

Yel. in most localities, it costs no more than regular plate glass!
3 J.4 &

Insist on Parallel-O-Plate Glass for your windows. And make

sure any mirrors you buy are made of Parallel-O-Plate.

=

Parallel-O-Plate Glass is available from Libbey-Owens-Ford

Distributors and Dealers. You’ll find their names under LOOK
“(lass” in yellow pages of phone books. FOR
: THIS

For complete information on this remarkable glass, write | Age|
Dept. 88115, Libbey'Owens-Ford Glass Company, Toledo
3, Ohio. ®

L-O-F Parallel-O-Plate Glass
Finest plate, glaso made, in (lmenica..omly by LIBBEY- OWENS - FORD a Great Name in Glass




LOOKING IN

through the clear
Parallel-O-Plate
Glass in a store-
front, you hardly
know the glass is
there.

LOOKING OUT

of vour picture
window made of
Parallel-O-Plate
Thermopane®, you
see thescene asit is,

]
LOOKING AT

Parallel-O-Plate
Glass windows,
you see how much
its truer reflec-
tons mean to ex-
terior appearance.
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MILCOR BLACKBOARD M
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No. 625
Splayed I
Metal Base I

Milcor Metal Trim forms the stool,
jamb, and head sections of the window
in this four-bed room in the New

Carney Hospital, Boston, M

Architects — Maginnis & Walsh & Kennedy,
Boston, Mass.

General Contractors — Walsh Brothers,
Cambridge, Mass

Metal Trim Contractors —

Dillaby Fireproofing Co., Cambridge, Mass.

e

No. 631

OULDS

Rt

No. 72

No. 659

THERE

i No. 644

Neo. 804

MILCOR WINDOW S

No. 813
TOOL

No. 803 Ne, 805

No. 73 I No. 501 No. 511 No. 521 Ne. 521-5 No. 523

MILCOR

CHAIR RAILS

r— I

IS A MILCOR METAL TRIM PRODUCT

FOR EVERY EXPOSED INTERIOR DETAIL

T'S easy to select the proper metal trim

for vour specifications when you work
with the Milcor Metal Trim line.

You can choose from an adequate selec-
tion of designs and sizes in metal base, win-
dow stools, cove moulds, picture moulds,
chair rails and blackboard moulds. You
have the choice of plastered-in or remova-
ble types.

Furthermore, any Milcor Metal Trim

item can be obtained with Milcor Insulmat
Sound-Deadener which insulates against
sound transm on — important in scho
libraries, hospitals and offices.

Milcor Metal Trim is made of steel. It
resists wear, resists fire, and can’t warp,
shrink or rot. It is economical to install,
easy to clean and maintain.

Refer to the Milcor catalog in Sweet's or
write for Milcor Catalog No. 102.

MIZCOR METAL TRIM

ek I TR S

BALTIMORE 5, MD., 5300 Pulaski Highway — BUFFA

Lf
CHICAGO 9, ILLINOIS, 4301 South Western Blvd, — CINC
Grove — CLEVELAND 14, OHI0, 1541 E, 38th §t, —

dam — KANSAS CITY 41, MO., P. 0.

PERODUCTS

COMPANY

T-«102

, 64 Rapin Street —
OH10, 3240 Spring

DETROIT 2, MICH., 690 Amstel
Box 918 — LOS:-ANGELES 58, CALIF., 4807

49th Street-—NEW YORK 17, N. Y., 230 Park Ave.—ST. LOUIS 10, MO., 4215 Clayton Ave.




VisQUEEN film lockv mocsture oue of qtudwall
prevents damage to insulation, paint peeling, rot.

= A - .
No water can reach materials or tools that are protected by VISQUEEN film

VISQUEEN film is the best permanent moisture bar-
rier under concrete slabs or floors.

You can turn pennies into dollars on the homes you build when
you use VISQUEEN film in endless on-the-job applications. Here
is the covering that protects your materials and tools from water
damage, covers openings, guards half-finished structures from
foul weather. Use it again and again to cover semi-finished work,
keep water out of concrete, brick, millwork, prefinished flooring.
No other material does so much for so little. A few dollars buys
complete on-the-job protection. 20-foot widths for your conve-
nience and economy.

No weather damage to equipment or power tools
when you protect with VISQUEEN film.

important! VisQUEEN film is all polyethylene, but not all polyethylene is VISQUEEN. Only VISQUEEN has the benefit
of research and resources of The VISKING Corporation.

. ®
look for this name on the selvage! W‘ Zm filmn . . .:a product of

THE VISKING CORPORATION, Box AL11-1410
Plastics Division, Terre Haute, Indiana
World's largest producers of polyethylene sheeting ond tubing

In Canada: VISKING Limited * Lindsay, Ontario
In England: British VISQUEEN Limited * Stevenage

Name

Title,

For complete details, clip this coupon and attach to your letterhead.
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THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE

NATION’'S FINE BUILDINGS ARE SLOAN EQUIPPED

MARATHON COUNTY COURTHOUSE - wAUSAU, WISCONSIN

CHILDS & SMITH, architects & engineers
STEENBERG CONSTRUCTION CO., general contractor
K. WENZEL & COMPANY, plumbing contractor

J. J. KOEPSELL COMPANY. plumbing wholesaler
KOHLER CO., plumbing fixtures

BEYOND THESE PORTALS-SERVIGE PLUS

e Five times since 1850 exciting news has come
from Wausau, Wisconsin—countyseat of Marathon
County. Preceded by four county office buildings,
beginning with a simple one-room structure, the
doors to the new 2-million dollar courthouse were
officially opened early this year. Located on a beau-
tifully terraced and landscaped site, it was built of
Indiana Limestone, Marathon County Red Granite,
Face Brick and Glazed Tile. It houses 21 depart-
ments having a total of 106 rooms—all planned for

SZ OAI%M VALVES

FAMOUS FOR EFFICIENCY, DURABILITY, ECONOMY
SLOAN VALVE COMPANY = CHICAGO » II.I.INOIS—-—k

Another achievement in efficiency, endurance and econ-
omy is the sLoan Aet-0-Matic suower HEAD, which is
automatically self-cleaning each time it is used! No clog-
ging. No dripping. Architects specify, and Wholesalers
and Master Plumbers recommend the Act-O-Matic—the
better shower head for hetter bathing.

Write for completely descriptive folder

maximum efficiency—and 6 large capacity vaults to
preserve irreplaceable records. In heating, lighting,
acoustical treatment and other equipment, includ-
ing provision for air conditioning, the building is
deserving of ultramodern rating. Throughout the
courthouse are evidences of a striving for the “plus”
that assures superior service to the public and best
facilities for employees. Here, as in thousands of
other fine buildings, are sLoa~ Flush vaLves, famous

everywhere for efficiency, durability, economy.




NAHRO convention: unrest grows over
renewal program procedural sharls

Frustration over Washington administra-
tion of all aspects of the federal public
housing and urban renewal and rehabilita-
tion program was the predominant feeling
at last month’s convention of the National
Association of Housing and Redevelopment
Officials in Cleveland.

In contrast to the let’s-wait-and-see at-
titude of last year’s convention toward
the urban renewal program, the convietion
was growing among local public housing
and renewal officials that complicated rules
and procedures of three federal agencies—
FHA, HHFA, URA—and inereasing domi-
nation by a fourth—pHA—were keeping
the government’s highly publicized renewal
campaign from getting off dead center.

Most NAHRO leaders did not doubt the
administration’s intentions, but were sim-
ply convinced there was too much red tape.
The feeling of frustration was reflected in
panel discussions on renewal and was
formalized in some resolutions.

Three of the resolutions amounted to a
NAHRO definition of trouble spots in the
program. They called for:

P A more realistic attitude toward private
builders’ profits in urban redevelopment
and rehabilitation. The housing act of 1954
allows a maximum of 10% profit. NAHRO
felt the profit should not be held down by
administrative ruling, and registered its
objection to allowing a smaller profit per-
centage on big projects than on small ones.
Intent of the resolution was to make gov-
ernment-sponsored renewal projects com-
petitive with private building ventures for
investors’ money.

b Reversal of an “accelerating trend” to-
ward federal domination of local public
housing programs. NAHRO members have
become increasingly rankled by use of a
new, stiffer annual contributions contract.
This, said NAHRO, ties a local office to
PHA regulations; then the local office finds
that PHA rewrites its rule book. Toughen-
ing of the contracts to increase federal
authority, said NAHRO, “contravenes the
spirit and intent” of the Taft-Ellender-
Wagner Act that set up PHA. Local officials
who are also handling renewal and re-
development projects feared that if PHA
wins the battle for domination of local pro-
grams, HHFA’s division of slum clearance
and URA will get tougher and tougher to
deal with,

b Yearly construction of public housing
units amounting to 10% of the number of
private dwelling units constructed. If
starts this year total 1.3 million, NAHRO
would like to see Congress ask for 130,000
public housing units in 1956. Net effect is
just about the same as NAHRO's yearly
plea for 135,000 units.

Overreaching PHA. Walter B, Mills, Jr., re-
tiring president, addressing the organiza-
tion’s business meeting, had harsh words
for PHA: “the federal agency . . . usurps
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the local responsibility by issuing direc-
tives, manual releases and requirements
that take away all local initiative and re-
sponsibility of action . . . the legislation
(T-E-W) says that the federal govern-
ment’s role shall be limited to financial as-
sistance and advice—but not domination
. . . the federal agency is more concerned
about writing regulations than about serv-
ing the people.”

Washington run-around. Confusion over top
level urban renewal procedures was evi-
dent as local officials badgered federal ex-
perts and each other with questions at re-
newal panel discussions. Again and again
local agency members commented on the
difficulty of trying to work up projects to
conform with the federal rules, and the
frustration in trying to get plans adjusted
and approved by HHFA, FHA and URA.
At one peculiarly Orwellian session several
hundred local officials clustered before a
raised platform on which sat half a dozen
top federal experts,
clad in dark gray suits.
The federal men coolly
dispensed their rules
and procedures. They
talked of top-level co-
operation among URA,
FHA and HHFA,
of passing municipal
applications and plans
back and forth, until
one local official with,
perhaps, a redevelopment project or two
being passed around, jumped up and said:
“We don’t care what FHA tells HHF A, or
HHFA tells URA. Please, fellas, just tell
us, and tell us once.”

Next day a voice from the top offered
soothing, if somewhat contradictory ad-
vice. Urban Renewal Commissioner James
W. Follin told the conventioneers: “Get
going as soon as possible on each of your
program phases. Don’'t wait for all the
answers. You can develop answers as you

g().”

Relman Service

SIPPRELL

North Harlem deal set-up. Some of the an-
swers were indeed being worked out. North
Harlem, the first big Title I project of
eight in New York City to receive an FHA
Sec. 220 commitment, was dissected for the
local officials, and the anatomy of the deal
looked very much like mortgaging out.

Big New York redevelopers have been
holding their breath for three years, wait-
ing for a favorable deal. With the first one
made—and the others said to be due soon—
the local renewal officials at the NAHRO
convention began to see how they might
entice reluctant sponsors.

The North Harlem sponsor, it was said,
was able to borrow his supposed “equity”
from the mortgagee on mnon-negotiable
notes, payable out of early earnings of the
big middle-income rental project. Builder’s
fee: T%. Density was adjusted from 357

Wright’s prairie ‘“‘skyscraper”
for Price nears completion

S S el T

Almost two years abuilding, delayed partly by
strikes that held up steel, the celebrated Price
Bartlesville, Okla., designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright, was almost finished last
month. The exterior of the tall, dramatic,
beige and bluish-green copper building, with
gold-tinted windows (AF, May '53) was al.
ready a scenic landmark of the Southwest. In
the ““Wall Street Journal” the H. C. Price Co.
was advertising a limited amount of space
available Jan, 1 in the prestige office-apart-
ment structure. But it would not disclose
rentals except to prospective tenants, nor iden-
tify those already leasing. The Price firm will
use about one-third of the main bullding; Pub-
lic Service of Okiahoma will occupy a low two-

Tower in

story northeast wing.

persons per acre to 417—because FHA
agreed with the sponsor that the land cost
(including tenant relocation and slum de-
molition) had been too high.

“Frankly,” one of the Washington ex-
perts told the NAHRO delegates, “The
problem was to work out a setup acceptable
to the sponsor, so he would go ahead.”

Cole defends renewal. The convention gave
moderate applause to HHFAdministrator
Albert Cole who talked of the promise of
urban renewal. He criticized communities

continued on p. 12
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Adlake

PROVEN
QUALITY
WINDOW

™
Adams 5 Westlake

A, ot Corrigan Tower Building, Dallas, Texas . Architect: Wyatt C. Hedrick

General Contractor: J. W. Bateson Construction Co. Equipped with Adlake Double Hung Aluminum Window

Another Adlake
aluminum window Eneectizcontrol ence

No warp, rot, rattle, stick or swell
Guaranteed non-metallic weatherstripping

l n Sta I | atl 0 n (patented serrated guides on double hung windows)
The Adams & Westlake Company

ELKHART, INDIANA « Chicago « New York » Established 1857

Minimum air infiltration s e, 9\\
)

e S R SRR TN B T e A SRR b R




30 types, 8000 sizes

There’s a Modine Convector to meet
your exact needs: Deluxe, standard and
institutional models—free-standing, fully
and parually recessed, concealed and
wall-hung types with many design varia-
tions. Model shown above is a Type F,

fully recessed.

IMPROVE
o ROOM APPEARANCE

Modine Convectors replace unsightly
radiators . . . lend smooth, classic-
modern appeal to every room. And
they're finished to “take” paints that
match any decor. Also, Modines re-
tain "new look™ for years because of
special bonderizing process.

INCREASE
» OCCUPANT COMFORT

Modine Convectors assure gentle cir-
culation of warm air. There are no
drafts, no hot spots near the convec-
tor, no cold spots in the far corners.
And, because they are individually con-
trolled, they can easily be set to suit
the occupant’s express wishes.

For complete details, contact the Modine
representative listed in the classified
phone book or write Modine Mfg. Co.,

1507 DeKoven Ave., Racine, Wis.
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SAVE THE
o BUYER MONEY

Considering the many advantages they
offer, Modines are remarkably low
priced. And—they offer years of effi-
cient, inexpensive heating at nominal
cost for maintenance. Each Modine, re-
gardless of its price bracket, is crafts-
man built with quality materials.

R-1289
*

CONVECTOR RADIATION



that looked upon public housing as “some-
thing apart and separate from urban re-
newal—apparently without realizing that
the new public housing operation of today
is tomorrow’s slum or blighted neighbor-
hood unless the entire area is systematical-
ly decontaminated.”

Later Cole told Forum he viewed public
housing mainly as relocation housing for
families displaced by slum clearance. “But
See. 220, 221 and rehabilitation will take
care of most of those displaced,” he said.
A year ago, he told the press at the NAHRO
convention that the then new Congres-
sional requirement that further public
housing could be approved only if intended
for persons displaced by government ac-
tion was “too limited.” Then he thought
this might cause “unnecessary vestric-
tions” in helping people in slums that are
not being cleared, but who deserve help in
obtaining better housing.

Cole denied the administration has de-
layed the urban renewal program unneces-
sarily. “Anyone who would examine the
evidence honestly would find urban re-
newal is working,” he said. “Rehabilitation
and renewal will in two or three years
far exceed what Jlow-ineome housing
could do.”

New president (1955-56) is Robert D.
Sipprell, executive director of the Buffalo
municipal housing authority. Slight, quiet
Sipprell, 43, has been with the Buffalo
authority (4,500 housing units in opera-
tion, 2,300 more scheduled) for 17 years.

Hilton headquarters designed
for Italian villa atmosphere

This three-story $400,000 world headquarters
for Hilton Hotels Corp. about to be erected in
Beverly Hills, Calif. from Pereira & Luckman
plans is intended “‘to express the warmth and
character of an Italian villa set in a sunken
garden,” according to Hotelman Conrad N.
Hilton. Just inside its 10" black garden wall
will be two fountain pools containing Italian
sculpture pleces. The lobby floor will be white
terrazzo with a set of black marble fins at the
end. The third floor will have a large recep-
tion lobby, offices for top corporation officers,
a board room and Hilton’s private office. The
last two will have outdoor patios covered with
top and side grillage (front left). The two
upper floors, encased in a series of broad con-
crete fins, will be cantilevered on all four sides.

12

Rains committee begins probing urban
renewal, ‘delays’ on Sec. 220 loans

HHFA’s urban renewal program and
FHA’s apartment insurance mortgage ac-
tivities were early starters last month as
issues in the 1956 mational elections. To
construction industry observers the po-
litical undertones were clear and strong
when the housing subcommittee of the
House banking and currency committee,
starting out on a national probing tour,
held a three-day hearing in New York.

Subcommittee chairman was Rep. Albert
Rains (D, Ala.). At a prehearing press
conference he explained that all federal
housing legislation expires next year. The
committee intends to study “the whole field
of housing,” so it can complete a compre-
hensive report early next year covering all
phases of federal housing action that ought
to be expanded, eliminated or revised when
the laws come up for re-enactment.

Typical of most congressional hearings,
little that went into the record gave anyone
or any program approbation. There was
little doubr the committee’s final report
would furnish considerable material for
Democratic platform writers and cam-
paigners next year to support a theme: the
housing agencies goofed on almost every-
thing during the past four years; our party
should be put in charge again to straighten
out everything.

Critical of credit curbs. At NAHB’s Na-
tional Housing Center dedication just be-
fore committee hearings began, Rains said
the recent FHA and VA mortgage tighten-
ing might trigger an economic slump, and
the administration had “failed to consider
the chain reaction” these curbs might set
off in reducing employment.

At his New York press conference Rains
said his hearings would try to discover why
FHA’s See. 213 cooperative and Sec. 220
urban renewal mort-
gage programs were
“sad and bitter dis-
appointments.” He
said he felt quite sure
the first See. 220 com-
mitment ever issued
(18 months after the
program became law)
was approved by the
New York FHA office
only because the hous-
ing commistee was about to start its probe.
But the committee could not afford to visit
every city just to spur local FHA officials
to action, he added. Until questioned, he
made no reference to the liberalization
adopted by Congress only last August,
which now allows Sec. 220 mortgages at
90% of “replacement” cost instead of “valu-
ation”—a factor that made builders rather
than the FHA the laggards in expediting
any commitment application until two
months ago.

RAINS

Bad for US, good for N.Y.? Democratic-
appointed New York State Housing Com-

missioner Joseph P. McMurray catalogued
ten builder complaints against FHA proc-
essing procedures on Sec. 220 apartment
applications. One of them: “FHA allow-
ances for overhead, profit and architectural
fees arve inadequate and unrealistic. Until
recently the builder was allowed 5% for
overhead and profit, 2% for architectural
fees. . . . Recently this was revised to 7%z
for overhead and profit, but architects fees
reduced to 1% %.” But a little later, de-
seribing a new state and city loan, and local
tax abatement, program being developed in
New York state under McMurray’s super-
vision, he reported this would probably be
set up with “a reasonable limitation of 5%
to T% % for builder’s profit.”

In its own reply to the committee answer-
ing McMurray, the New York FHA office
called his builders’ profit remarks “incor-
rect.” Fees and overhead are calculated on
size of project, it said, and range from 5
to 10% for profit, 1 to 3% for overhead,
and 1 to 2% for architect fees. The build-
er’s profit allowance on the first $6.4 mil-
lion Sec. 220 commitment issued on the
so-called North Harlem project (see details
on builder’s financing setup for this project
in NAHRO convention story, p. 9) report-
edly was 7%.

FHA now ‘‘realistic’’ on 608
sales; losses, $4.6 million

Cautious Washington FHA officials gave
a broad definition last month of their
stepped-up program for getting rid of the
distressed Sec. 608 apartment buildings
they have acquired—at latest count 156
developments.

Their policy is now “realistic liquidation
without heedless dumping.” This means
sales as expeditiously as possible in which
FHA will take its losses if necessary. But
it will not unload at prices out of line with
current local values, if there is a reason-
able prospect of obtaining a better price
without undue waiting, or if there is any
prospect of a local price decline or market
change that might only require FHA to
take the property back a second time from
its new owner before long.

Under this poliecy FHA has now dis-
posed of 66 properties, has sales contracts
awaiting closing on fen more. Last year
it bailed out from 43 projects, since Jan. 1
another 18. Total losses on ligquidated
projects have risen from $2.3 million last
Jan, 31 to $4.6 million. Offsetting this,
however, reserves on all other Title VI
rental and war emergency sale housing
totaled $183 million on June 30.

Of the 80 projects still on its hands, four
were offered for sale in recent months but
drew no bids. These were in Shreveport,
La.; Junction City, Kan.; Jackson, Miss.,
and Springdale, Ark. Five others are now
being advertised with bid closing dates this
month or next.




AGC survey predicts higher
prices, but bids unchanged

Competition may be rough, labor and ma-
terial prices rising, but members of the
Associated General Contractors of America
have no fears about an adequate volume
of building to keep them engaged during
the next six months. In a national tele-
graphic survey of officers and chapters
for the mid-year board meeting in Min-
neapolis & month ago, 85% reported they
expected as much or more building through
February as during the past six months.
The breakdown on building volume ex-
pectations: an increase, 52%; no change,
33% ; decrease, 15%.

On material, 70% expected a “good” sup-
ply picture, except possibly for delays or
scarcities on structural steel and cement;
T4% anticipated higher material prices.

On construction bid prices, 20% said they
anticipated increases, 54% “no change,”
and 26% predicted decreases (com-
bined number expecting “no change” or de-
creases, T4%). In this connection Vice
President Frank J. Rooney, of Miami, and
building division Chairman James W. Caw-
drey, of Seattle, both reported declining
profit margins among builders. “In this
record year,” said Rooney, “the competi-
tion is the worst ever, and the bidding is
brutal.” Said Cawdrey: “The profit margin
is as low as I have seen in 20 years.”

Rooney was nominated for AGC presi-
dent for 1956, and Lester C. Rogers of
Chicago for vice president. Rooney’s build-
ing firm has erected many hotels, stores,
office buildings and eommercial structures
in Miami and southern Florida. He is a
former building division chairman. Rogers
heads Bates & Rogers Construction Corp.

Colleges rush to apply for 2 3/,% loans
under greatly liberalized HHFA program

Smart colleges soon discovered the attrac-
tion for them in the housing act amend-
ment signed by the President Aug. 11: Cut-
rate HHFA loans for as long as 50 years
not only for student and faculty housing,
but also dining halls, cafeterias, student
unions and other related facilities.

Previously colleges could borrow from
HHFA for up to 40 years at 3% %, pro-
vided they could not obtain private financ-
ing for housing for 3% % or less, The
amendments eliminated the requirement to
accept private financing at any rate at all,
and set the maximum HHFA rate at no
more than 2% % or %4 % more than the
Treasury would charge HHFA for funds
for the program, whichever is higher.

Somewhat embarrassed to be seriously
undercutting normal money market rates,
HHFA accepted 46 applications for loans
in the July to September quarter, most of
them filed after the new law became ef-
fective. These ranged from $84,000 sought
by Carbon College in Price, Utah, to $5.9
million requested by Syracuse University.
In addition, HHFA last month renegoti-
ated 72 loans totaling $49 million for
2% %, in place of rates ranging from 3.01
to 8.5%, covering the full amount of all
loans not fully disbursed before the new
rules became effective.

Needs set at $3 billion. The vastly liberal-
ized law also upped the total authoriza-
tion for this program from $300 million to
$500 million, which John C. Hazeltine, di-
rector of the program as head of HHFA's
bureau of community facilities, estimated
would last two vears. Under the old and
new programs, 190 applications totaling
$139 million were approved from 1950
through Sept. 30; reservations were out-
standing on 76 more totaling $66 million.
Hazeltine figures the nation’s colleges need
housing in the neighborhood of $3 billion
in the mext few years. Other observers
note that Congress, having authorized up
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to one-sixth of this amount on subsidized
interest rates, would find it difficult to cut
off the program at only $500 million or
insist on sharply stiffer terms for later
borrowers.

The marked advantage given colleges by
the new law is indicated by the fact that
30-year public works construction loans by
the same HHF A bureau to cities and other
public bodies cost 3% % if secured by gen-
eral obligation bonds, 424 % if secured by
revenue bonds or other types of obligations.

Opposed by administration. Relieving it of
some of its embarrassment, the adminis-
tration did not approve the liberalization
amendments. When signing the law Presi-
dent Eisenhower agreed that college hous-
ing was desirable, but commented that the
interest rate reduction would “ecurtail, if
not completely eliminate, the availability
of private investment” in this field. Author
of the change was Senate banking and
currency committee Chairman J, W. Ful-
bright (D, Ark.). HHFA is trying to
divert at least part of this financing to the
private investment field; it will allow bor-
rowers to offer as a “package” the first 15
vears of serial bonds for these loans (at
the full 2% % interest rate), rather than
the first 20 years, as previously.

Wide range of design. In describing the pro-
gram last spring, Hazeltine suggested to
college executives that they try to match
the achievements of Utah Agricultural
College, which borrowed for facilities that
averaged $1,250 a bed, the University of
Maryland, $1,750, and Cornell University,
$2,400. But the program puts no ceilings
on unit costs; approved applications have
ranged from $5,000 a bed, for a $1.5 mil-
lion Yeshiva University dormitory in New
York, to $10,000 each for quarters for 40
married students and 40 faculty members
in ten apartment buildings to be erected in
Kingston by Rhode Island University.

ELECTRICAL LABORATORY FOR YALE

Yale Engineering School, NYU
announce modern buildings

An all-glass wall five stories high and 100’
wide ig planned for an addition to Yale's
Dunham Electrical Laboratory. Archi-
tects: former AIA President Douglas W.
Orr, of New Haven, and Paul Schweikher,
chairman of the university’s department
of architecture. A national committee of
1,000 Yale alumni started a campaign last
month to raise $2 million for the engineer-
ing school, including $1.5 million for the
Dunham lab addition. Last month the uni-
versity also dedieated a new Orr-Schweik-
her designed physics-biclogy laboratory.
This likewise is five stories high, has two
special “cold rooms” and 20 “constant tem-
perature” rooms for research projects, as
well as flexible, modular floor layouts to
provide up to 200 separate rooms or offices.

At New York University, Chancellor
Henry T. Heald announced a gift of $1
million from the Adeline and Carl M.
Loeb Foundation toward a $3 million stu-
dent center, which will be started next
spring, fronting on Washington Square
(see cut). To be designed by Harrison &
Abramovitz and called the Loeb Student
Center, it will have a 1,000-seat audi-
torium, restaurant, lounges, recreation fa-
cilities, activity rooms, offices and multi-
purpose space for student events.

NEWS continued on p. 16
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UXURY
olus UTILITY

for every type of installation

For unparalleled luxury, combined with utility and
durability, no rubber tile flooring comes up fto
the standards set by Wright. In fact, many
Wright floors installed over thirty years ago are
as beautiful and serviceable today as they
were then. |

Oldest and most progressive name in its field,
Wright Rubber Tile has exceptional uniformity of
color, dimensions and physical characteristics.
Its restful resilience. ..sound-softening effect...
deep richness of color and pattern...ease and
economy of maintenance...above all its superior
resistance to wear and abrasion, make it ideal
for virtually every type of installation.

... All in all, a perfect luxury-plus-utility flooring
that you can select with confidence.

WRIGHT MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Division of Mastic Tile Corporation of America
Houston, Texas
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New Chicago Parking Garage

Designed for Permanen

with American Welded Wire Fabric

FUNCTIONAL yet strikingly good looking, Chi-
cago’s Nt-w Municipal Parking Garage Number
One was designed by Shaw-Metz-Dolio, Chicago
architects, The concrete floors and roof are re-
inforced with American Welded Wire Fabrie,
which meets ASTM Specifications A 185-53T,
adds strength, durability, and crack resistance.

PAN AND SLAB construction was used for the
roof of the garage. Three inches of reinforced
concrete were poured over 10-inch-deep pans.
American Welded Wire Fabric—style 6 x 12 - 5/5
—helps the slab withstand shrinkage and tem-
perature stresses.

100 FEET B

BELOW, on the ground floor, more YOUR CLIENTS Will AS
American Welded Wire Fabric is_ used. Style

6 x 6 - 4/4 in an eight-inch slab gives the floor gﬂ s 02 "IN ¢ ) v - o
strength to last and to stay attractive under ¢ % 7 £ EW ?J&ff 9
heavy daily automobile traffic. Specify American '{kﬁ 7 NG s

/4

<X

Welded Wire Fabric Reinforcement for your
concrete.

AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE DIVISION, UNITED STATES STEEL, GENERAL OFFICES: CLEVELAND, OHIO
COLUMBIA-GENEVA STEEL DIVISION, SAN FRANCISCO, PACIFIC COAST DISTRIBUTORS
TENNESSEE COAL & IRON DIVISION, FAIRFIELD, ALA., SOUTHERN DISTRIBUTORS =+ UNITED STATES STEEL EXPORT COMPANY, NEW YORK

EVERY TYPE OF REINFORCED CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

ﬁJSS AMERWCAN WEW.DEU WIRE FARR!C
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RENEWING OUR CITIES:

Thirty years ago a Harvard business school
dean said: “Atlanta is likely to become the
center of the first metropolitan region in
the South.”

Atlanta has, and no one knows it better
than its own citizens. The city and its
suburbs have followed—in a more spectac-
ular way than most American cities—the
pattern of urban explosion that has char-
acterized postwar America.

Some figures and facts about Atlanta:

p Population of the federally designated
three-county “metropolitan area” last April
was 813,632, according to an updating of
the 1950 US census by the Atlanta Metro-
politan Planning Commission. This was 21%
NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY (s used by more than more than the 671,797 population of 1950.
Growth is accelerating ; the gain in the past
five years equaled that from 1940 to 1950.
If the present rate continues—and few At-
lantians think it will slow down—the mil-
lion-person mark may be reached by 1960,
certainly by 1965.

Marion Johnson

50,000 autos daily. Two-mile connector into
heart of downtown will be finished in 1958,

p According to the planning commission,
47,495 housing units have been built in the |
past five years to handle the area’s great
gain in residents.

) Since World War II, metropolitan At-
lanta has doubled its industrial output,
wholesale and retail sales, bank clearings,
postal receipts, telephones, automobiles,
commercial air traffic, gas and electric
meters, property values, manufacturing
plants and number of employed persons—
nearly all of the measures of urban pace.

p Atlanta has 857 more industrial plants
than it had in 1946, adding 30,698 new jobs
paying a total of $88 million annually. More
than 14 million sq. ft. of manufacturing
space were added since 1946.

p Within the city itself building permits ‘
have been soaring year after year. In 1953
the totaled $80.9 million. Last year they
CAPITOL HILL DEVELOPMENT includes this new CHasin Lugl
$2.5 million State Highway Building. Total »w—> " | f
state buildings program here: $10 million, DOWTOWN PROGRESS in rejuvenation is sym- ; 1
bolized by $7.5 million Fulton National Bank
building. Architect: Wyatt C. Hedrick Co,,
Dallas.
¥

Marion Johnson

Ty B

GRADY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL,
on eastern edge of downtown

area, will cost $22 million, be o Bl
one of the South's biggest

medical centers. Architects-
Engineers: Robert & Co.
ASS0CS.
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Atlanta faces up to tasks

City and county officials work together on metropolitan area

problems; transit system passenger loss trend is reversed
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RING-AND-RADIAL TRAFFIC SCHEME

|

set a new record: $87.5 million. A month
ago the 1955 tally already was $66 million.

p Most metropolitan Atlanta growth has
been suburban, but the city has expanded
too. In 1952 annexation of 82 square miles
became effective, just about doubling the
city’s area, and adding about 100,000 per-
sons to its 1952 population of 331,314.

No fear of problems. Growth has its prob-
lems, as most cities have discovered. Far
from being overwhelmed by its troubles—
mainly traffic congestion and the spreading
of slums—Atlanta has decided to meet them
squarely and to welcome new ones. There
is a feeling among Atlanta leaders that the
city is on the verge of greatness, that its
difficulties have been caught at midpoint in
their development, while there is still some
time to do something about them.

In the biggest civic effort since the city
was rebuilt after General William Tecum-
sah Sherman destroyed it by fire during the
Civil War, Atlanta has planned and
launched a number of major programs to
keep the city growing strong and vigorously.

Marion Johnson

For whom the horn blows. Atlanta’s street
pattern, until a recent flutter of express-
way construetion, was about as unsuited to
modern traffic as that of any American
city. Streets followed ridges haphazardly,
radiating from downtown like the twisted
spokes of a dilapidated wheel. In 1945, a
survey showed, an average of 101,468 motor
vehicles entered the downtown section daily;
this year the average was 189,355. Traffic
was jammed in 1945; today it is almost
stopped, approaching New York City stand-
ards. The Metropolitan Planning Commis-
sion estimates that congestion costs At-
lanta $65 million a year.

Relief is on the way, however. Thirteen
miles of a morth-south expressway have
been completed, and five more miles are
under contract, financed by city, county,
state and federal funds, Maximum efficiency
from the freeway will be reached in about
three years, when a downtown connector
section—an expensive 2-mi. link with traffic
interchanges—is completed. East-west ex-
pressways are being planned.

City parking postponed. Traffic’s companion
problem, parking, is far from solved in
Atlanta. Private parking operators have
staved off municipal action, and have built
more than 5,279 off-street spaces since
World War II. They have five new projects
for more than 2,000 ears either under con-
struction or in planning. But the need
appears insatiable. On-street parking is
being reduced, and eventually will be elimi-
nated, to ease traffic congestion; off-street
parking simply has not kept pace.

Transit in transition. The Atlanta Transit
System was caught in the squeeze of de-
clining business and increased automobile
use, an old story in most American cities.
A state senate study committee recom-
mended serviee improvements and fast non-
stop buses to whisk commuters to and from
downtown and suburban parking lots. The

Marion Johnson

MAYOR HARTSFIELD

transit system adopted the plan, and last
month the system’s downward curve in pas-
senger traffic turned upward for the first
time since the war.

Attack on blight. In 1947, partly as a result
of campaigning by the Atlanta Comnstitu-
tion, Alderman John A. White, a veteran
slum fighter, was able to push through a
stlum clearance ordinance. Actually this
was little more than a program based on
enforcement of building, sanitation and
nuisance laws. However, White says the
program caused rehabilitation, to minimum
standards, of 18,000 slum dwellings and the
demolition of another 2,000.

The Atlanta Housing Authority esti-
mates that another 2,000 slum units were
demolished to make way for expressways
and mew buildings since World War II
During the same period 2,000 low-rent pub-
lic housing units—in which racial segrega-
tion has been maintained—have been built.
Five hundred more are under construction.
Total cost: $20 million. Added to 5,000
units built earlier, this will give the city
a total of 7,500 public housing units.

But in spite of these rehabilitation and
publi¢ housing programs, the planning com-
mission has designated about 22% of
Atlanta’s housing as substandard, most of
it ringing the downtown business area.

Slow in Title I. Aflanta has not previously
used federal aid for Title I slum clearance
and redevelopment because of an adverse
Georgia Supreme Court decision in 1953
which declared the state’s redevelopment
law unconstitutional. Last year the con-
stitution was amended to meet the court’s
objections, and this year enabling laws were
passed by the legislature. Now, needled by
the Constitution, the board of Aldermen is
considering three Title I projects.

Mayor William B. Hartfield, at first
doubtful of the political popularity of ur-

continued on p. 20

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING for Georgia Baptist
Hospital (top) was designed by Stevens & Wil-
kinson, architects-engineers, Blue porcelain of-
fice building (r) was designed by Alexander &
Rothchild for Builder Ben J. Massell,
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GEORGIA TECH has started construction of this
circular Alexander Memorial Field House de-
signed by Aeck & Associates, architects.



Bl
A

i
i |

e S

chemical rubber...

metiwa

movable partitions

At Polymer Corporation Limited, Sarnia, Canada, standard metlwal movable partitions meet the com-

pletely different floor-plan needs of three major departments. Such tailored efficiency, for each quiet,
tasteful office, was possible at low cost, because of metlwal’s flexibility. Metlwal movable partitions are
designed for quick, permanent installation, yet permit overnight floor-plan changes. Their attractive,
lifetime finishes—in wood-grain or decorator colors—won't crack or craze. Whether used in new or

modernized buildings, metlwals reflect.quality in every detaill

Architect:
Gordon §. Adamson
Taronto

Generol Confraclor
Faundation Caompany
of Canada, Toranto

Sub-Cantracior:
Jomes F. Gillanders
Company Limited,
Taronio

PROOF OF EXTRA QUIET AND PRIVACY

Producers of

famous POLYSAR

\)\Jﬁu). " metlwal?r

FREE-STANDING PARTITIONS AT LOW COST

—— -

—wite metiwal

Complete fest results on sound transmission loss—made by an

independent research orgenization—are avoilable to you.
They prove the advantages of metlwal’s exclusive double-wall,
double-insulated construction. Write for your copy.

Quickly provides fully private or semi-
private offices. Also o distinclive space
divider. Easily installed—and chonged.
Write for brochure.

SINCE 1878

MARTIN-PARRY CORPORATION

BOX 964, TOLEDO 1, OHIO

IN CANADA: MARTIN:PARRY (CANADA) LTD. 82 DUNDAS STREET LONDON, ONTARIO




THIS IS IT...the
revolutionary new

autotransformer-type

light control!

NEW
LUXTROL

LIGHT CONTROL

Here’s the new light control that’s making the wall-
switch obsolete—not only in homes but in non-residential
applications, too!

LUXTROL Light Control is an entirely new idea in
modern interior lighting, It’s an autotransformer-type
light control. It produces at the turn of a dial any level
of light from dark to full-bright . . . the perfect level of
light for every occasion, every purpose.

LUXTROL is a soundly engineered, compact unit
with brush and winding in constant contact. It has both

easy to install as an

ordinary wallswitch...

1.

for operation!

fuse and thermal overload protection. It controls not

only incandescent lighting but fluorescent and cold-

cathode as well. It operates smoothly, silently, safely
.. 18 approved by Underwriters’ Laboratories.

And most important to you, LUXTROL requires no
complex wiring. It replaces ordinary wallswitches, is
just as easy to install!

See new LUXTROL for yourself. Mail the coupon.
We'll send you full descriptive literature and give
you the name of the nearest distributor.
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Attach wallbox to
studs . . . feed input
and cutput load BX
| through knockouts,

Screw controi as=

sembly to wallbox.

Connect circuit
leads to color-iden«
tified control leads.

Screw on face plate,
attach dial, insert
fuse . . . and new
LUXTROL is ready

___________________ -
THE SUPERIOR ELECTRIC COMPANY ]
7115 Demers Ave., Bristol, Conn. i
Please send me full technical data on new LUXTROL Light Control. t
NAME :
STREET. i
CITY. ZONE STATE |

_______ e T R I By o . o il



ban redevelopment, now favors moving
ahead in the first three areas.
Other actions to meet urban growth:

p Water. Since World War II, the city’s
water department has spent $1 million a
year on capital improvements, another §1.5
million to extend mains to serve an average
of 10,000 more persons a year.

P Schools. The city and its component coun-
ties have spent heavily trying to keep up
with the increasing school enrollments.
For example, the city alone spent $26 mil-
lion on school construction last yvear.

P} Hospitals. In the past decade two big new
hospitals have been built, additions have
been made to two others, and a third new
one is under construction. Biggest of the
new hospitals is the $22 million Grady
Memorial. The US public Health Service
plans a big communicable disease center.

P Airport. About $5 million has been spent
since the war on runways, taxiways, high-
intensity lighting and navigational aids at
the busy (242 scheduled flights daily)
municipal airport. Another $8 million has
been proposed for a new passenger ter-
minal and more parking and loading space.

P The planners. Supplementing and advising
local planning and zoning boards is the
Metropolitan Planning Commission, set up
in 1947 and supported by the governments
of Atlanta’s component counties, Fulton
and DeKalb. The hard-headed, well-staffed
commission has kept well within the
bounds of realistic planning in its “Now—
for Tomorrow” program. Because the plan
is an orderly projection of the realities of
the growth that already has occurred in
the metropolitan area, most Atlanta ob-
servers give it a good chance of being fol-
lowed closely as a guide to future develop-
ment of subdivisions, schools, factories,
parks, trucking terminals and streets,

Planners hold largest convention, probe
metropolitan government, traffic ills

Growing pains of big and little cities every-
where, and more and mere complex metro-
politan areas everywhere, caused a record
migration to Montreal for the combined
convention of the American Society of
Planning Officials and the Community
Planning Assn. of Canada.

This late September meeting turned out
to be the biggest community planning con-
ference ever held in North America. In-
stead of the 1,000 delegates who were an-
ticipated, 1,800 earnest city planners,
architects, engineers, traffic specialists,
clergymen, harbor experts and government
officials registered, some coming from as
far as Israel and Japan.

Metropolitan gavernment? Daily the realiza-
tion becomes more widespread that many
problems today transcend town or city
boundaries, and are area or regional prob-
lems. Observed a Kansas City Star edi-
torial last month: “Breaking down or
crossing arbisrary city and county bar-
riers presents one of the great civic chal-
lenges of the second half of this century.”

At the ASPO convention there was a
panel discussion of the question “Can Met-
ropolitan Government Work?” Two Can-
adians said emphatically, yes. Fred G.
Gardiner, chairman of the two-year-old
Council of the Municipality of Metropol-
itan Toronto declared: “The Toronto ex-
periment (AF, Dec. '563) has proved it is a
practical and feasible form of government.
Not only will a metropolitan form of gov-
ernment work but it is probably the only
answer to the problem of supplying metro-
politan cities with the metropolitan services
they require.”

Dr. Keith Callard, McGill University

political scientist, declared: “The sanctity
of municipal boundaries must go” if bur-
geoning cities are to provide adequate serv-
ices. “Otherwise the rich municipalities
will get richer and the poor get poorer.”
Because rich municipalities cannot be ex-
pected to surrender their favored positions
voluntarily, he added, provincial or state
governments will have to step in to make
the necessary structural changes. “It’s no
good saying democracy begins at the local
level if democracy does not produce there.
The province, or the state, with a wider
sphere of responsibility, must take a
hand.”

[A week later at a Regional Plan Assn.
conference in New York the governors of
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut
agreed on the need for tristate metropol-
itan area planning, but differed on the steps
that should be taken to make it a reality.
While favoring planning, New York Gov-
ernor Harriman rejected the idea for the
organization of a single supergovernment
for the area.]

More income, more traffic. During a discus-
sion of the traffic snarl Gordon B. Sharpe,
US Commerce Dept. highway transport re-
search engineer, spotlighted the problem by
pointing out that the US now has 9 million
more cars than families and is in a growing
trend to “two-car families.”

F. Stuart Chapin Jr., of North Carolina
University, proposed improved methods of
gauging the future traffic flow to and from
downtown employment centers.

F. Houston Wynn, New Haven consult-
ing engineer, reported on studies that show
urban residents prefer to use their own
autos instead of public transportation if

Decorative aluminum front screens Richmond department store’s old, odd facades

As part of a $2.6 million expansion and
modernization program particularly in-
tended to demonstrate its faith in central
downtown shopping areas, Thalhimers de-
partment store, in Richmond, has donned
a sleek aluminum coat so its block full of
odd-size, odd-height, odd-age buildings now
looks like one large, impressive modern
structure. Said store President William B.
Thalhimer Jr. last month at ceremonies
marking completion of the modernization
project: “Contrary to the current trends
toward expansion through suburban stores,

we feel that the urban population is still
the life blood of the city, and the down-
town area provides the most complete
shopping center, since it caters to both
urban and suburban customers.”
Thalhimers and the Reynolds Metals Co.
developed the idea for the store’s new
aluminum jacket; the design was handled
by Copeland, Novak & Associates, New
York architects. Each 24'-wide rectangular
unit of the lightweight cover consists of a
broad sawtooth arrangement of interlock-
ing, fluted gray aluminum panels 3’ wide

and about 16’ high. These panels and the
thin, satin finish horizontal mullions are
extruded aluminum. The vertical mullions
are of formed aluminum sheets. Installed
cost was about $3.50 psf.

As part of the modernization program,
the smaller buildings on the corner (see
cut) were torn down and replaced with an
80,000 sq. ft. addition that raised the
store’s total floor area to 430,000 sq. ft.
Extensive interior remodeling included
installation of a new restaurant and a large
expansion of the quality department.
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San Francisco finally will get central airlines terminal

In 1946, San Francisco’'s City Planning Com-
mission recommended a central airlines bus
Up to 1953
nothing happened, so that year, to force the
airlines to action, the city barred airport buses
from Union Square, where maost lines main-
tained separate ticket and check-in offices,
This summer principal lines finally agreed on
plans for a central terminal at the southeast
corner of O'Farrell and Taylor Sts., opposite

terminal for the downtown area,

parking facilities are adequate. Wynn
noted that in most cities low income and
high density go hand in hand, with density
decreasing and income increasing with
greater distance from the central business
district. Car ownership also increases with
income and distance. His point: there is in-
creasing evidence of auto ownership “sat-
uration” on the fringes of cities, and the
approach of this saturation closer and
closer to the business distriets.

Renewal ond politics. At another session,
Executive Director Martin A. Meyerson of
the American Council to Improve Our
Neighborhoods (ACTION), said many
cities hesitate to push urban renewal pro-
grams because they are loaded with polit-

ical dynamite. One trouble, he said, is that .

it “is hard for an honest mayor or other
elected officials to have to trade a loss of
votes and a loss of campaign funds for suc-
cessful enforcement of a housing code.”
Another headache: “People just don’t like
to be displaced, and they show their resent-
ment at the polls.”

Award for Clarence Stein, Architect Clarence
S. Stein, planner for Radburn, N.J., Bald-
win Hills Village, near Los Angeles, sev-
eral Greenbelt towns and more recently
Kitimat, British Columbia, was given the
1955 ASPO award, His citation in part:

“Pioneering toward new towns for Amer-
ica, Clarence Stein profoundly influenced
community living. His ideas and experi-
ments in the planning of urban environ-
ment, and in planning and housing eco-
nomics, have rendered an inestimable serv-
ice not only to his contemporaries but to
future generations.

“The new forms in community building
that he demonstrated in the twenties and
thirties were based on principles of esthet-
ics, spaciousness, safety, neighborliness and
convenience that have since become ac-
cepted elements in urban design.

“ASPO gratefully acknowledged a debt
to a man whose creativeness established
precedents not only for the planning world,
but for a new plan for living.”
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the NBC building, where they have been op-
erating a temporary central terminal. The
new single-story and basement $750,000 struc-
ture was designed by San Francisco Architect
F. W. Trabucco and Lewis H. Hurlbut. It will
have about 40,000 sq. ft. of floor area, 248" of
counters, lounge, restaurant and a covered
concourse in the rear to handle seven busses
at a time, Exterior facing will be ceramic tile
veneer, with steel and aluminum trim.

Lab director predicts glass
to rival structural steel

Within ten years glass should be available
with twice its present tensile strength, and
within a generation its strength should
rival that of structural steel, according to
Oscar G. Burch, vice president for engi-
neering and research for Owens-Illinois
Glass Co.

In the last ten years O-I spent $60 mil-
lion on engineering and research for new
uses for glass, Last month 500 members of
its research staff were settling down in
their new 200,000 sq. ft. technical center
in Toledo (see cut), which cost $5.5 mil-
lion including equipment. During the dedi-
cation program, Burch observed that glass
is only about one-third as heavy as steel,
and as made today has a tensile strength
of aboat 10,000 psi. But laboratory scien-
tists have prepared glass fibers with a
tensile strength of 900,000 psi, twice that
of the strongest steel wire, he reported.

The secret to producing high tensile
strength glass commercially lies in two
things, said Burch: the bulk structure or
disposition of its interior atoms, and its
surface discontinuities or irregularities.
O-I and other large companies, he dis-
closed, are already intensively studying
these factors, using X-ray and neutron dif-
fraction, infrared transmission and nuclear
radiation. “We have learned that we can
influence structure by thermal history and

environment. When we learn to harness and
control it, glass will really come into its
own as a structural material.”

In the insulation field, Burch announced
a new O-1 hydrous silicate pipe covering
for the oil refining, chemical and power
industries that can withstand heat to
1,800° F, compared with present material
good to 1,200°, It will be produced in thick-
nesses and diameters for pipe sizes from
14 to 39”, he said, and also could be adapted
as a substitute for concrete insulation over
structural steel,

SIDELIGHTS

Russians veer to Wright

The delegation of Russian housing admin-
istrators triumphantly touring the US under
NAHB auspices stopped at Taliesin to con-
sult briefly with Frank Lloyd Wright last
month. When they reached Madison, Wis.,
Delegate A. V. Viasov, head of the Soviet
Academy of Architecture, said of Wright,
through an interpreter: ‘“He has developed
a special type of architecture. For that he
has the wonder and respect of all Russian
architects. He is known because of his
strong individualism.'” Later, Wright said
Vlasov had arranged for translation of three
of Wright's books into Russian, and had
invited him to send an exhibit of his work
to Russia. Commented Wright: “! deplore
their politics. But, then, | deplore most of
our own."

Designers redesign name

As the Society of Industrial Designers be-
gan its annual meeting and design con-
ference in Washington last month, Presi-
dent Peter Muller-Munk announced the so-
ciety had voted to change its name to
American Society of Industrial Designers.
New president elected during the confer-
ence: Arthur N, Becvar, 43, manager of
industrial design for GE’s major appliance
division in Louisville, Ky.

Prefab churches, motels

At the dedication of its large Tyler, Tex.,
plant last month, President James R. Price
disclosed the creation by National Homes
Corp. of a new nonresidential and special
projects division to study production of pre-
fab churches, motels and even shopping
centers. Architect Charles M. Goodman,

continued on p. 25

NEW TECHNICAL CENTER FOR OWENS-ILLINOIS DESIGNED BY HOLABIRD & ROOT & BURGEE
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Universal Corporation Engineers, Fabricates, and

Erects Colored Alcoa Aluminum Facade for

PEINNSYLVANIA STATE

OFFICE BUILDING

The new Pennsylvania State Office Building adds
an outstanding example of Alcoa Architectural
Colors to the Pittsburgh redevelopment scene.
Universal Corporation, subcontractor for the
aluminum and glass facade, is well qualified for
this exacting task.

One of the oldest completely integrated fabri-
cators and erectors of aluminum curtain walls,
Universal has used Alcoa® Aluminum in many
multistoried buildings. Sealuxe products used in

PENNSYLVANIA STATE OFFICE BUILDING, Pittsburgh, Pa. ARCHITECTS:
Altenhof & Bown, A.LA,, Pittsburgh, Pa. ALUMINUM CONTRACTOR:
Universal Corporation, Dallas, Texas.
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the State Office Building are mullions, Model
92-A reversible windows, interior mullion covers,
horizontal fins, soffits and coping.

For complete information on aluminum cur-
tain walls, Alcoa Architectural Colors, and quali-
fied architectural metals fabricators, contact
your local Alcoa sales office. Or write: ALUMINUM
ComPANY OF AMERICA, 1887-L Alcoa Building,
Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania.

MULLIOM

MULLIONS : Alcoa satin-finished
extruded aluminum. Other
Sealuxe products used in build-
ing are Model 92-A reversible
windows, interior mullion covers,
horizontal fins, soffits and coping.

wALL SuoTION

WALL SECTION: Lightweight
window wall is a lift-in facade
section, Combines window and
spandrel panel of Alcoa Alumi-
num in a floor-to-floor unit.
Panels are finished in Alcoa
Architectural Blue No. 3020,
No. 1 Coarse Bark pattern.

Your Guide fo
Aluminum Valve

ALCOA|

ALCOA )
ALUMINUM |

S

ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA




Nowinuseisa unique

sea cabin made of Douglas Aircomb
faced with fibreglass laminate.
Because Aircomb gives 17 times
more insulation than an equal thickness

of concrete and is 16 times more rigid
than an equal weight of steel, its use saves
two thirds of the normal topside

weight of the sea cabin.

i/ Douglas Aircomb can be faced with
fibreglass to make strong, lightweight
hulls for boats. A similar lamination

makes molds, jigs

FOR ITS WEIGHT THE
STRONGEST MATERIAL MADE

Aircomb is a honeycomb core of Kraft
paper impregnated with o phenolic
resin. A patented machine process and
rigid quality controls insure uniform cell
structure that give it consistent over-all
strength and integrity against heat, cold
or dampness. Can be sandwiched be-
tween wood, plywood, aluminum, mag-
nesium, steel, poper, glass laminates,
masonite, porcelain enameled sheets,
marble, concrete, and other materials.
It is shipped pre-cut in any thickness up
to 4" and is guaranteed by Douglas to
have uniform strength and rigidity

This seaworthy 2000 Ib. replacement for o
conventional 6000 Ib. sea cabin proves Aircomb's
exceptional strength and environmental qualities.

and other plastic tools lighter and less expensive. In more and
more varied applications, Douglas Aircomb is helping to
expand markets by reducing transportation

and handling cost. Plan to see Aircomb's display at

the World Plastics Show. It may suggest

competitive opportunities for you.

A AN AN NN

TRADE MARK

A PRODUCT OF

DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT COMPANY, INC.
SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA
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who designed National Homes’' new prefab
schools, will be in charge of planning. Build-
er Wallace Johnson has taken the National
Homes distributorship in Memphis, and was
reported interested in adapting its prefab
houses for use in his expanding Holiday
Inn motel chain. Each motel would use
about 50 prefab house units,

Lease-purchase deal ceilings

Lease-purchase financing adaptations
scored a mew high. In Chicago, Lumi-
nous Ceilings, Inc. announced it had in-
situted a plan for modernizing older
buildings by the installation of complete
acoustic-luminous ceilings on lease-pur-
chase deals that would allow owners to
charge off the entire cost over a five-
year period as maintenance expenses

before income tawes. To qualify for this
advantage, the building owner would
make a five-year “vental” and mainte-
nance agreement with the lighting firm.
If purchased outright, the same modern-
wation would have to be treated as a
capital improvement and be paid for
with earnings after taxes, and probably
subject to a muech longer amortization
pertod.

Promotion outlays tallied

After a survey of 64 manufacturers of
building materials, the Producers Counecil
found there was apparently no relation
and “little consistency” among them in pre-
paring advertising and sales promotion
budgets. Average spending was 2.8% of
sales, but ranged all the way from 0.5%
to 7.56% of sales.

Architect advertising: panel approves
‘group’ action; not sure on publicity

At the California Council of Architects’
convention in Santa Barbara last month,
the session that drew the largest audience
was a lively 2%4-hour discussion by a panel
of leading architects, advertising and pub-
lic relations experts—*“Should Architects
Advertise?” Counecil Secretary and Panel
Moderator Cornelius Deasy of Los An-
geles said the subject would have been ta-
boo 20 years ago, but was programmed
now “because of an increasing amount of
controversy and confusion about advertis-
ing and public relations in the profession.”

Two subparts of the question arose re-
peatedly without being resolved. One was
whether the ATA ethics code should be re-
vised to permit members to advertise, in
view of the fact some competitors not sub-
ject to such restriction advertise freely?
The second was whether individual publie
relations programs are a form of paid ad-
vertising (or very different in principle
from it) and should also be banned by the
ethics code?

Consensus of the panel seemed to be that
advertising by individuals would tend to
lower the profession toward the level of
the most blatant used-car hawkers, but
chapter or “group advertising” could en-
hance the profession’s reputation and
boost its collective business. Specific com-
ments by panelists:

Charles Luckman, of Pereira & Luckman—
“The problem involves public relations,
not advertising. The public assumes
architects can design, make working draw-
ings, write specifications, supervise con-

struction. But no one assumes an archi-
tect can stay within a prescribed budget!
Most bad publicity comes from our fail-
ures in this regard. Architects do not
have a legal responsibility, but we do
have a moral responsibility. . . . If we
continue in failing to exercise our moral
responsibility [in this regard] before leng
we will be involved in legal responsibili-
ties. . . . The FTC controls and restrains
advertisers to the use of basic truths. The
product must be as good as a claim. Ar-
chitects must be in the same position, with
reference to costs and budgets. Group ad-
vertising by AIA chapters could establish
a platform for individual architects by
telling what they do and how they do it.
Even if they wanted to, architects are not
yet ready for individual advertising.”

William Wourster, dean of the University
of California School of Architecture—Ar-
chitecture is a social art, a personal serv-
ice where there can be no guarantee of
results. Advertising would bring architec-
ture close to “Gargantua”—the immense
problem of industrialization, socialization,
social loneliness. It would open a Pandora’s
box that would speed the process of bigger
things growing bigger and smaller things
disappearing. The savor of individual
practice would be lost. Architecture must
be one profession that remains individual.

John Lyon Reid, San Francisco architect
—The services of the architect are not
intelligently understood by the public for
whom he works. A public relations effort

to create an atmosphere of understanding,
and sustain an appreciation for the things
good architecture can contribute to our
life, would be desirable. A program based
on personalities, or aimed at glorifying the
individual, would be of questionable taste,
of doubtful value to the profession, and
should be shunned.

Walter Mergronigle, AIA public relations
counsel—Individual advertising is not the
way to sell architectural services. It would
not benefit the individual, and it would be
very unfair. The AIA ethics code allows
group advertising in the professional and
public interest.

Herman C. Light, Los Angeles architect
—The question is really whether the pro-
fession should continue to advertise, and
how? Almost all architects advertise now,
some by dress or appearance, others by
hiring public relations counsel to produce
“news releases.” A “controlled” form of
professional advertising should be permit-
ted to combat competitors who are free to
advertise. But group advertising probably
would help only architects who are already
well known.

J. P. Cohn, San Francisco advertising
executive—"If I were offered the best ar-
chitectual firm in the country as a client,
I wouldn’t touch it with tongs. . . . The
question should be ‘Can Architects Adver-
tise?” There doesn’t seem to be any way to
find out whom they would hope to reach,
who the prospects are. Until this is deter-
mined, it is not certain that architects
could advertise.”

William Larta, Los Angeles public rela-
tions executive—“Paid advertising is as
important to the professional future of
the ethical architect as it is to the manu-
facturer and distributor of other essen-
tials. . . . Lack of public understanding of
the important role of the architect can
only result in gradual lessening of appre-
ciation of his service [and less use of his
services]. . . . There is sound reasoning
to bar the doctor or lawyer from advertis-
ing. The doctor, playing upon natural
fears, might create a demand for his serv-
ices where no actual need exists. The law-
yer, by glib persuasion, might conceivably
lure a client into filing an unnecessary ac-
tion. How is the architects’ case against
advertising expressed in similar terms of
public interest? There is no similarity.
Prohibition of advertising by architects
serves no useful purpose—it protects no
one—it denies all except the most popular
an opportunity to justify the importance
of a profession and to explain the public
need it satisfies.”

for news about PEOPLE—p. 29

PANEL ON ARCHITECTS' ADVERTISING (L TO R): MERGRONIGLE, WURSTER, LATTA, LUCKMAN, DEASY, COHN, REID, LIGHT

Vincent J. Mandese
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NIBROC

cabinets and towels N\ e
bring efficiency, R\ e oo T
convenience, fine

appearance fo
new bank building

Why did the Republic National Bank of
Dallas choose Nibroc Recessed Combination
Dispensers and Waste Receptacles—and
Nibroc Towels — for the washrooms of its
magnificent new building? To provide em-
ployees and customers alike the best in wash-
room service, to make towels convenient for
users, to provide easily accessible receptacles,
to save floor space, and to enhance washroom
appearance.

First wet strength towel—and still the fin-
est—Nibroc Towels are super-absorbent,
strong, sanitary, soft textured. They speed
washroom traffic . . . stop waste because one
towel dries both hands.

Architects specify Nibroc Multifold Cabi-
nets widely — they hold 509% more, require
less servicing, cut maintenance costs. Avail-
able in 3 models —wall, floor, and recessed.
Wall cabinets in durable white enamel (with
or without mirror) and easy-to-clean chro-
mium plate or stainless steel.

For utmost, trouble-free service, the new,
improved recessed dispenser with waste re-
ceptacle loads faster, holds far more towels
for heavy traffic. 22-gauge stainless steel in
stunning design. Dispenser and waste recep-
tacle come separately if desired for staggered
installation.

Choose the best—Nibroc Towels and Cabi-
nets! See “Nibroc” in your classified direc-
tory for name of your distributor, or write
Dept. NU-11, our Boston office.

COMPANY — Berlin, N. H.
General Sales Office: 150 Causeway St., Boston 14, Mass.




THE NEWEST
Ay CONCEPT IN

SUNLIGHT

CONTROL

Facilities for quantity production of LURA-LITE
panels at our Havre de Grace plant.

LURA-LITE LOUVERED PANELS

LURA-LITE panels are formed sheets of improving work or study conditions.
Plexiglas” combining opaque and light - Reduce solar heat gain by reflecting a

transmitting louvers in one continuous high portion of the direct sunlight strik-

surface. Each panel is flanged for easy ing the window area.

weather tight installation. * Are available in standard sizes or ean be

LURA-LITE panels... custom-made to fit any type and size
* Distribute sunlight evenly to all parts of window.

any large room or production area - Last a lifetime, always stay attractive.

WRITE FOR BULLETIN GIVING STANDARD SIZES, TECHNICAL DETAILS, AND OTHER INFORMATION.

*Trade mark of Luria-Cournand, Ine.
TTrade mark of Rohm & Haas Co., Phila., Pa.

LuRrRIA-COURNAND, INC,

HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND

Specialists in the Design, Engineering, and Fabrication of Plastics and Bonded Materials.
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Project: Lay Potato Chip Co. plant, Chamblee. Ga. Architect: Locatell, Inc., Atlanta. General Contractor
and Owner: J. A. Jones Construction Company, Atlanta. Processor: Overly Manufacturing Company,
Greensburg, Pa. Process Engineering: Douglas McBean, Inc., Rochester, N.Y. Siding Subcontractor:
American Steel Band Co., Building Products Div., Pittsburgh, Pa.

Aluminum, Alodized with Architectural Alodine?

needs no painting, retains its finish for life

This modern food processing plant in Chamblee, Ga.,
has decorative aluminum panels of deep green. Their
Alodized finish will retain its new look for life. That’s
because this revolutionary new chemical process con-
verts aluminum surfaces to an amorphous phosphate.
And because it produces a finish that adds years to the
already long life of aluminum. Colors range from gray
green to a deep green resembling the patina of copper.

Alodizing with Architectural Alodine offers two other
advantages, too. It reduces the reflectivity of untreated

aluminum by 30% or more. It is much less expensive
to use than the more complex anodizing process—takes
less time, requires smaller, simpler and less costly
equipment.

Since the use of Alodized Architectural Aluminum
is spreading rapidly—in the construction of industrial
plants, commercial buildings and dwellings—you will
want complete information about its possibilities. Write
for data—of course without obligation. Or see our
literature in Sweet's Architectural File.

Specify Alodized Architectural Aluminum for greaiest protection and least maintenance

AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT COMPANY, Ambler 23, Pa.

NILES, CALIFORNIA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

CHEMICALS

PROCESSES

WINDSOR, ONTARID




PEOPLE

NAMED: New York City’s much-in-de-
mand municipal construction expert and
development director for the NYC Hous-
ing Authority, John P.
Riley, as vice president
and chief engineer of
the Rockefeller inter-
ests’” Tbec Housing
Corp. Riley previously
was the housing au-
thority’s chief engi-
neer, and on a two-
year leave of absence,
1951-63, effectively re-
organized the eity’s
school construction program (AF, Apr.
'55) ; simultaneously was engineer member
of an advisory committee on reorganization
of the Air Force construction program. He
will take his new post Jan. 1. Paul Lester
Wiener, Jose Luis Sert and Paul Schultx, part-
ners of Town Planning Associates, of New
York, as chief consultants to a new Cuban
National Planning Commission and the
Minister of Public Works, with responsibil-
ity for drafting regional and master plans
for Havana and other cities; John W. James,
research vice president of MeDonnell &
Miller, Inc., of Chicago, nominated as pres-
ident of ASH & A-CE.

3

RILEY

Yale University reorganized its arts divi-
sion, changing the name of its School of

Bertoia mural returned to new Dallas library after dispute;
John Riley joins Ibec Corp.; Hans Knoll killed in auto crash

Fine Arts to the School of Architecture
and Design, which will cover architecture,
city planning, painting, sculpture and the
graphic arts, coordinated with undergrad-
uate instruction in these fields in Yale Col-
lege and the School of Engineering. Fine
Arts dean, Charles H. Sawyer, will be dean
of the new architecture and design school,
with Professors Paul Schweikher and Josef
Albers holding chairmanships in architec-
ture and design.

In its September article on the Berlin con-
ference hall to be donated to Germany by
the US, Forum inadvertently called it a
gpecial project of Mrs.
Allen D. Dulles. But
this was a case of
mistaken identity. The
eredit belonged to Mrs.
Dulles’ sister-in-law,
Eleanor Lansing Dulles,
sister of the 0SS di-
rector and the Secre-
tary of State. Miss
Dulles is now special
assistant to the State
Dept.’s director of German affairs. In a
long government career in both the US and
abroad, she was finance division chief of
the Social Security Board, 1936 to '42; a
US delegate to the Bretton Woods talks,
and financial attache in Vienna, 1945 to "49.

DULLES

Dallas Morning News
R 4 o

BERTOIA AND DALLAS LIBRARY METAL MURAL

On a prededication inspection of Dallas’
new $2.5 million library last June, Mayor
R. L. Thornton and his councilmen reacted
violently when the came upon a 10" x 24’
metal sereen mural by Sculptor Harry Ber-
toia. It was similar to ones Bertoia had
made for the Manufacturers Trust all-
glass bank in New York (AF, Dec, '54),
for General Motors’ new Technical Center
in Detroit and for the new MIT Chapel in
Cambridge. Unimpressed by its $8,700
price, Thornton seornfully commented: “It
looks to me just like a bunch of junk painted
up. It looks like a cheap welding job.”

In the ensuing controversy, as council
members objected to “paying taxpayers’
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money for such a thing,” Library Architect
George Leighton Dohl, designer of such
other major Texas structures as the Nei-
man-Marcus and Titche-Goettinger stores
in Dallas, and 20-odd University of Texas
buildings, paid for the mural himself and
transferred it to his home. More militant
art lovers were not satisfied with this com-
promise, however. Seventy-nine raised a
fund to repurchase the mural from Dahl
and donate it to the library, the city coun-
cil having agreed to accept it provided no
public funds were spent, and the library
board having approved the original sketch.

Last month the dangling mural was put
up again in the new library for all Dal-
lasans to see, but not before the local AIA
chapter, in an executive committee state-
ment issued by President Roscoe DeWirt,
had registered its opposition to the way the
issue was compromised. “If the object is
not a worthy creative work it should not
be placed in the library at all,” said the
statement. “If it is acceptable as an orna-
ment to the building, if it is permitted to
occupy the place for which it was designed,
it should be paid for by the city, and
neither the architect, nor one, nor a group
of private citizens should be called upon,
or even permitted, to pay the cost.

While in Cuba on a business trip, Designer
Hans G. Knoil, 41, pioneer in the creation
and production of contemporary furniture
and textiles, was killed by a wild truck
hitting his parked car on Oct, 8. Born in
Stuttgart, Knoll came to the US in 1937,
established a furni-
ture company in New

York in 1938, and
formed Knoll Asso-
ciates in 1946. This

soon grew into a
world-wide organiza-
tion with three fac-
tories, eight offices and
showrooms in the larg-
est US cities, other
offices and factories
in Belgium, Canada, Cuba, France, Ger-
many, Switzerland, Sweden. It will now be
directed by (Mrs.) Florence S. Knoll, who
was planning director for the organization.

Knoll received admiration as a design
statesman and affection as a friend from
the many top designers whose individual
authorship of furniture and textiles was
acknowledged in promotion. Among them:
Mies van der Rohe, Eero Saarinen, Isamu
Noguchi, Harry Bertoia, Le Corbusier in
France, Finland’s Ilamari Taapiovara,
Italy’s Franco Albini. He was also behind
the scenes the leading spirit in catalyzing
such creative events as the US State
Dept.’s modern foreign building program.

Comments on his untimely passing:

“He made a lasting cultural contribution
to America . . . achieved world-wide influ-
ence bringing the best of modern design
into institutional, commercial, public build-
ings."—Eero and Aline Saarinen.

“It was Knoll’s taste, standards, choice of
designers, energy and ability, that gave the
leadership necessary for the success of the
entire modern movement in American fur-
niture.”—Philip Johnson.

“A leader in new designs, new techniques
of manufacture and in designed service to
architects for their new created spaces.”—
Louis I. Kahn.

“He pioneered new forms with fresh, bril-
liant colors, with airy spaces. All modern
architects will miss him.”—William Les-
caze.

KNOLL

OTHER OBITUARIES: Rear Admiral
John Richard Perry, 56, chief of the Bureau
of Yards and Docks since 1953 and organ-
izer of the Navy's Seabees (Construction
Battalions) in World War II, Sept. 25 in
Washington; Major General Philip B. Flem-
ing, 67, former head of the Federal Works
Agency and supervisor of the White House
renovations for President Truman, Oct. 6 in
Washington; Ernest Payson Goedrich, 81,
former president of the American Institute
of Consulting Engineers, former director of
the American Institute of Planning, Oct. 7
in Brooklyn, N.Y.

for news about TRENDS—p, 22
29
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COFFEY SCHOOL, Detroit, Michigan. Architect: Shreve-
Walker & Assoc. Contractor: Lerner-Linden Co. Consulting
Architect: George L. Schulz, Detroit Board of Education.

NEW WAY TO BUILD SCHOOLS ... FASTER!

Fenestra TROFFER-ACOUSTICAL Panels combine concrete joist
forms, built-in acoustical ceilings and recessed lighting troffers

Now you can have better-looking,
better-lighted classrooms with fire-
proof construction and save both
time and money. The NEW Fenestra®
Troffer-Acoustical Panels—TAC Pan-
els, for short—are designed to wrap
up 3 expensive building materials in
one economical, quickly erected build-
ing unit. They permit you to have
acoustical treatment and recessed
lighting — features that usually require
extra time and labor—built right in
the structure itself!

Here’s how it works. As you can
see in the photo above, the TAC
Panels—either for troffer lighting or

enesira

Architectural, Residential and Industrial Windows e

Electrifloort

metal pan acoustical ceilings—are
long-span units. Placed in position on
the formwork for the main beams,
they provide the forms for the con-
crete joists and floor slabs. Tem-
porary supports at mid-span while
pouring concrete are @/l the addition-
al shoring required. After the con-
crete is cured, the panels stay in place
and function as the finished ceiling—
complete with built-in acoustical
treatment—and as lighting troffers.
Only painting and lighting fixture in-
stallation are needed to complete the
room.

And TAC Panel ceilings are easier

Roof Deck .

to maintain year after year. They can
be washed or repainted as often as
needed, without affecting the acous-
tical treatment. There is no hanging
ceiling or “stuck on” acoustical ma-
terial to be damaged or replaced.
Even if your plans are now on the
drawing board, they can easily be
adapted to use Fenestra TAC Panels.
Ask your architect to investigate this
new building method, now, or write
for a copy of Fenestra TAC Panel
System that gives you complete de-
tails. Detroit Steel Products Co., Dept.
AF-11, 2296 E. Grand Blvd., Detroit 11,

y Lk
#Trademark

Michigan.

TROFFER-ACOUSTICAL
BUILDING PANELS

Patents applied for

Metal Building Panels
Hollow Metal Swing and Slide Doors

®
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Fused color. Not a paint or coating! Colorundum is troweled
into the concrete topping and becomes an integral part of the
surface, producing beauty and durability.

Nat'l Homes Corp. photo J. Shulman photo E. Braun photo

Beautify concrete floors

Colorundum floors give luxury appearance

and extra wear resistance at low cost

Subsidiary of Chemical Corp,

Here’s a simple and economical solution to the problem of exposed or un-
A. C. Horn Co., Inc. carpeted areas of drab, colorless concrete. It’s called Colorundum. And the

Dept. H11-1116, Long Island City 1, N, Y fused-color concrete floor it provides lends a dramatic and practical accent

to patios, walkways, and service floors. Colorundum cuts air conditioning

Please send me complete information on costs, too, because its color properties keep sunlit areas substantially cooler

Colorundum. : i e ; :

than ordinary concrete. Yet its cost is just a fraction of that of tile floors,
Name Title Colorundum is far more resistant to traffic than ordinary concrete floors,
Firm It is a balanced formulation of nonslip aggregate (next to the diamond in
Address hardness), water-repellent compounds, and durable colors . . . contains no
City P it silica, quartz, or sand. It is easy to keep clean, and since it contains no metal,

it will not rust or stain.
* Colorundum is available in eleven decorator colors.

DIVISIONS OF SUN CHEMICAL CORPORATION

HORN - HUDSON « WILLEY (paint, maintenance and construction materials, industrial coatings) + WARWICK (textile and industrial chemicals, waxes) * RUTHE‘RFORD (lithographic equipment)
SUN SUPPLY (lithographic supplies) * GENERAL PRINTING INK (Sigmund Ullman * Fuchs & Lang * Eagle « American + Kelly » Chemical Color & Supply Inks) » MORRILL (news inks) * and
ELECTRO-TECHNICAL PRODUCTS (coatings and plastics)
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Wholesale prices advanced more sharply
for building materials than for most other
commodities during the five and a half
years from Jan. ’50 to June '55, accord-
ing to a study in the Commerce and Labor
Dept.)s Construction Review for Septem-
ber. While average prices for all commodi-
ties (including building supplies) rose
12.9% in this period, the average for all
building materials advanced 21.5%.

This study attributes the greater in-
crease in building materials costs to
“gustained demand” created by the huge
postwar construction boom. Discounting
minor effects from recent FHA and VA
regulations temporarily tightening resi-
dential mortgage credit, it forecasts con-
tinued heavy demand for new construction
of all types, and therefore “continuing
pressure” on materials prices.

Changes in price indexes for selected
materials included in the study:

(1947-49 equals 100)

Jan. June
'50 *55 Increase
All building materials 1021 124.1 21.5%
All lumber, wood prod-
BHERE: 4 (oo o b ot i o seie 100.8 123.6 22.6
Douglas fir ........ g5.0 1319 38.8
Millwork . ....oceoes 108.1 128.3 18.7
Softwood plywood . 102.1 110.5 8.2
All heating equipment 101.8 113.5 11.5
Boilers, radiators .. 106.3 132.0 24.2
Water heaters ..... 1056.2 107.4 2.1
Metal sash .......... 1028 133.2 29.6
Building wire ........ 775 1186 53.0
Steel structural shapes 1204 1462 21.4
CEMENL. ..o esivienves 1066~ 1816 23.5
Concrete block ...... 101.4 112.0 10.5
Asphalt roofing ...... 101.7 106.7 4.9
Brick ....ccosirinndiins 106.6 124.2 16.5
Window glass ....... 103.9 138.8 33.6
|
——

STRUCTURAL STEEL unfilled orders on Sept. 1
rose to 1,775,000 tons, highest since Dec. '53,
when they were 1,800,000 tons. New orders in
August totaled 311,453 tons, the fourth con-
secutive month they exceeded 300,000 tons, re-
ported the American Institute of Steel Con-
struction. Total orders for this year's first
eight months were 2,333,000 tons, 37% higher
than the same period in 1954,
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Government study says big construction volume sent material

prices up more than average, 21 5% vs. 12.9%, since 1950
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BUILDING MATERIALS PRICES advanced another
0.7% from August to September, when they
reached 128.4 on the BLS average wholesale
price index. (This was 3.4% above the June
index of 124.1 used in the five-year prices study
reported in the adfoining column,) The Sep-
increase was caused mainly by ad-
index points for lumber, 0.4
1.7 points for

tember
vances of 0.5
points for heating
equipment, and 0.7 points for concrete and for

structural clay products.

plywood,

BUILDING COSTS for nonresidential structures
continued their uptrend from August to Sep-
tember, when they reached 266.7, compared
with 265.8 a month earlier, on the national
index of E. H. Boeckh & Associates. For six
months, March to September, the Boeckh in-
dex rose 3.3%. This was in line with a 3%
average increase in the same period in 122
cities recorded by the Dow Service, Locally,
however, Dow reported cost declines of 4% in
Miami, 29% in Houston, 1% in Los Angeles and
Tulsa, and increases as high as 15% in EI
Paso, 8% in Boise, 6% in Memphis.

Record September building outlays pass $4 billion mark

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION expenditures reached
the $4 billion mark in September for the first
time in history. Among new monthly records
in separate categories, outlays for commercial
construction went over $300 million for the first
time, private industrial and church building hit
peaks of $210 million and $70 million, respec-
tively. Within the commercial category, Sep-
tember spending for stores, restaurants and ga-
rages totaled $207 million, for the first nine
months of this year was 48% ahead of the same
period last year. Declining seasonally, non-
farm housing starts dropped to 113,000 in Sep-
tember, a seasonally adjusted rate of 1,230 000
annually.

First nine months

(millions of dollars) Sept. '55 1956 1954 %X
PRIVATE BUILDING
Residential (nonfarm) 1,467 11873 9,624 424
Nonresidential* ...... 717 5507 4,580 <20
Industrial ....o..... 210 1,724 1,408 416
Commercial ........ 308 2,175 1,615 <435
Offices lofts; ware-
ROUSER .oucinsivesos 101 805 692 416

Stores; restaurants

QArages ........es 207 1,370 923 =48
Religious .....oo00es 70 539 418 29
Educational ........ 4 366 387 —5

Hospital; institutions 31 265 250 +6
Public utilities 425 3326 3,203 +4

“PRIVATE TOTAL. 2,758 22,046 18,727 18
PUBLIC BUILDING
Residential .......... 21 196 269 —27
Nonresidential ....... 395 3,339 3,534 —6
industrial ...coeeves 61 640 1,195 —46
Educational ........ 231 1,871 1,675 419
Hospital; institutions 29 2656 281 —6
MEBERTY o 4svisle aimisimasia 128 949 746 +27
Highways ....coconias 496 2,825 2827 +3
Sewer; water ........ 102 823 734 412

spPUBLIC TOTAL.. 1,243 9,013 8,926 +1

*GRAND TOTAL.. 4,001 31,059 27,663 +12

* Minor components not shown, so total exceeds sum of parts,
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A new high in HIGH VELOCITY

The photograph above shows main
banking floor of the First National Bank
in Dallas. Note how straight line
All-Air High Velocity units blend
perfectly into the architectural design.
See next page for detail.

The All-Air High Velocity system also
provides draftless comfort throughout
the bank as well as in the second floor
executive offices (shown at left).

See next page for detail.

Architect: George L. Dahl

Consulting Engineer:
Landauer, Guerrero & Shafer

Contractor:
C. Wallace Plumbing Co.



Main banking floor
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BANK LOBBY

Sketch of photograph on preceding page shows the

installation of twenty-four Anemostat 36-inch HPSL-100 High Velocity
units, each supplying 200 cfm. A total of 4800 cfm is delivered

to the main banking floor.

These pages illustrate the use of the Anemostat All- tages of the Anemostat All-Air High Velocity distribu-
Air High Velocity distribution system in a modern air- tion system. It can be used with smaller than conven-
conditioned bank. Anemostat High Velocity units are tional ducts. It can be installed faster and at less cost.
also being used throughout the country in many other It requires no coils, thus eliminates leakage, clogging
applications such as hospitals, schools, department and odors. Anemostat round, square and straight line
stores, office buildings and plants. * Here are some diffusers with high velocity units are adaptable to a

of the important architectural and engineering advan- wide variety of architectural designs.

For latest data on Anemostat
All-Air High Velocity units, write on
your business letterhead for new

Selection Manual 50.

Second floor executive offices

ANEMOSTAT"®

DRAFTLESS spirating AIR DIFFUSERS Diagrammatic ceiling view of offices on preceding
AMERICA page. This shows the installation of five Anemostat
HPCM-1-100 High Velocity units, each supplying 125 cfm.

ANEMOSTAT CORPORATION OF
10 East 39th Street, New York 16, N. Y.
REPRESENTATIVES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES

“No Air Conditioning System
Is Better Than Its Air Distributi



This new hood gives complete protection to the
awning and awning fixtures. The outer face,
modern and unusual in design, creates a smart

and pleasing accent at the head of the opening.

It is beautifully finished like all Pittco mouldings.

For complete details, see your Pittco Store Front

Metal Representative,

PAINTS « GLASS + CHEMICALS + BRUSHES +« PLASTICS -+ FIBER GLASS

PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS COMPANY
IN CANADA: CANADIAN PITTSBURGH INDUSTRIES LIMITED
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V-shaped for maximum light,

HOSPITAL FOR
SPECIAL SURGERY, -
New York City, N. Y.

Architects: Rogers & Butler

General Contractor:
Vermilya-Brown Co., Inc.

Acoustical Contractor:

William J. Scully Acoustics Corp.

sound conditioned for comfort

Architect Rogers designed the new Hospital for Special Surgery for a site
with only one open exposure—toward New York's East River. Existing
buildings blocked light from all other directions. To expose as many
rooms as possible to natural light, and the river view, the building was
designed in the shape of a broad “V”. As a result, patients in both wings
benefit from a bright, cheerful atmosphere.

Another aid to patients’ comfort is the extensive use of Armstrong
acoustical ceilings. To help provide quiet, beauty, and extra fire safety
throughout the hospital’s twenty floors, the architect selected ceilings of
Armstrong Travertone* and Arrestone.

Travertone’s combination of noise-absorbing efficiency, handsome ap-
pearance, and incombustibility made it a logical choice for corridors,
nurses’ stations, offices, clinic, cafeteria, and patients’ lounges. Its high
acoustical efficiency soaks up as much as 80% of the noise &mt strikes its
surface. Travertone's hané)snmcly fissured, white-painted surface also
adds beauty to the décor, and its mineral wool composition meets the
most rigid fire-safety codes.

Devoted exclusively to orthopedics, this hospital puts its hydrotherapy
department to great use. Due to high moisture conditions in the pool
room, the architect selected an acoustical ceiling of Armstrong aluminum
Arrestone—a rustproof metal-pan type material. In addition to providing
moisture resistance, Arrestone is unusually high in acoustical efficiency,
absorbing 85% of distracting noise that strikes it.

See your Armstrong Acoustical Contractor for full details on Traver-
tone, Arrestone, and Armstrong’s other sound-conditioning materials.
For your free copy of the booklet, “Armstrong Acoustical Materials.”
write Armstrong Cork Company, 4211 Rooney Street, Lancaster, Penna.

* TRADE-MARK

Moisture can’t damage the Armstrong Arrestone ceiling in this therapentic pool room. The bare
mill finish of the aluminum pan is rustproof, and moisture has no harmful effect on the mineral
wool pad backing. Arrestone is also easy to clean. It's incombustible, too.




Concentration is aided during conference room discussions
by this Travertone ceiling. It soaks up distracting sounds
before they become noise. The attractive appearance of
Travertone contributes to the pleasant atmosphere of the
carefully styled room, And the ceiling will stay smart
looking and clean for years with an occasional washing,

Plenty of light, as well as quiet, is
found in the patients’ lounge. In ad-
dition to absorbing noise, Traver-
tone’s twe-coat white paint finish
provides high light reflection, without
annoying glare,

Noise from busy nurses’ stations won't spread to patients’
rooms. The ringing of telephones, rattling of carts and bottles
are absorbed by the Travertone ceiling before they can build
into disturbing racket. Easy to clean, Travertone can be
washed or repainted without noticeably affecting its efficiency.

Made of fireproof mineral wool,
Travertone is rated incombustible
and acts as an effective fire-stop.
It can be quickly installed by ce-
menting or conventional suspen-
sion systems. Easy to handle,
Travertone can be scored and cut
to fit around ceiling fixtures.

PERFORATED ASBESTOS BOARD

wiaiae vaawan e

ARRESTONE®
f

@mstrong ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS
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“"commercials’
bear repetition

36

These “commercials” are rugged Ro-Way
overhead type doors. And they especially
prove their inherent mettle on multiple
installations.

Many doors usually mean heavy traffic.
Repeated daily wear and tear. But Ro-Way
doors stand up. They're precision-made from
selected west coast lumber and heavy-gauge,
Parkerized steel hardware. Have mortise and
tenon joints, water-proof glued and steel-
pinned. That's why Ro-Ways give year after
year of smooth, quiet, dependable service.

FREE ARCHITECT'S MAMUAL. Complete details, specifications, draw-
ings, etc., on Ro-Way's entire line. Especially helpful in selecting }
just the right door. Your letterhead request brings you Manual 55
promptly. No obligation, of course.

ROWE MANUFACTURING CO., 956 Holton St., Galesburg, lllinois

SET OUR
CATALOG IN
k swzn's]

[

RoWay
{.uvmnsan TYPE
l- — DOORS

Design-wise, too . . . Ro-Ways bear repeti-
tion. Side by side they satisfy your creative
urge with clean, uncluttered lines. Yet you
can freely express your ideas within the prac-
tical limitations of even modest budgets.

Logical conclusion: You can repeat “Ro-

Way” in your specifications . . . and satisfy
all your clients every time.
ALSO-a complete line of Ro-Way overhead type
doors for 1- and 2-car residential garages. All avail-
able with standard or individualized decorative
panels. Write for free literature.

|

d
|
¥

% =

Nationwide sales and installation service. See your classified telephone directory for nearest Ro-Way distributor.




Stucco Contractor :
Gabe Reitter, Columbus, Ohio.

The

enduring

attraction

Of Stucco Specify stucco . . . for crisp, clean appearance that lasts for years . . . for a bright,
modern look that increases sales appeal . . . for design freedom, low upkeep and
long-lasting customer satisfaction. And for better stucco, specify Atlas White Cement.

Unaffected by either sun or snow, stucco made with Atlas White Cement stays
fresh and new-looking year after year. Atlas White’s true and uniform white adds
brilliance to white stucco . . . provides a fine white base for delicate tints and hues.

For any stucco job, whether you use a factory-prepared mix or your own, you’ll
get consistent high quality and uniform performance when you specify Atlas White
Cement. Available in Regular, Waterproofed or Duraplastic* air-entraining. For
more information, sce SWEET’s Catalog, section 12g/Un and 3d/Un, or write:

UNIVERSAL ATLAS CEMENT COMPANY

UNITED STATES STEEL @ CORPORATION SUBSIDIARY
100 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. ¥.

Offices: Albany . Birmingham . Boston . Chicago - Dayton « Kansas City
Minneapolis - New York . Philadelphia . Pittsburgh . St. Louis . Waco

B DURAPLASTIC” is the regtstered irade-mark of the air-entraining AF-S-82
portland cement manufactured by Universal Atlas Cement Company

Atloa TTED Comenit

For beauty and utility - For terrazzo, paint, slabs, stucco

UNITED STATES STEEL HOUR—Televised alternate Wednesdays
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IT'S HERE! This remarkable new

Makes classrooms light and cheerful,

The Mobile Samsonite Open Front Desk
gives maximum storage space! Forms related
unit with matching Pivot-Back chair.

NEW

4 BRILLIANT
NEW COLORS ...lerra
Cotta! Turquoise! Brown! Grey!

NEW COMFORT=
CONTOUR DESIGN
heightens student attention!

NEW BEAUTY AND
DURABILITY with Hard
Wood or Plastic work surfaces!

W i it s Hi1% i i 'r":.!’]
New Samsonite Pivor-Back Chair has silent, rubber-

cushioned glides, kick-proof “spats”. Pivot-back
swivels silenily, adjusts to individual body contours.

caracocue  akers of the famous Samsonite

New Samsonite Classroom
Furniture Catalogue. Complete
specifications on new Samsonite

[
Classroom Furniture. Fully
illustrated in color. Write
Shwayder Bros., Dept. Q-12.
Classroom Furniture Division,

Detroit 29, Mich.
for a copy and for the name
of your nearest distributor.




Classroom Furniture by Samsonite

students attentive and bright!

Samsonite has created an entirely new con-
cept in Classroom furniture...as exciting
as it is practical.

4 Paint-Box Colors make classrooms bright
and fun to work in! Tested on school offi-
cials in 30 states, the colors mix or match
harmoniously, blend with every wall color!

A new note in schoolroom 4
furniture, Samsonite's Round Table lends an
informal, non-institutional look to the classroom!

Newness of line,
brilliance of color, keynote
Samsonite's Teacher's Desk.
Maximum work and storage
space! (Available in either single
or double pedestal styles.)

New Samsonite Trapezoid Table
adapts in groups to endless
combinations for varied
schoolroom activities.

Shaped for Tomorrow! The gracefully
curved contours are posture-designed to
build healthy bodies, make attention less
tiring, learning more fun!

Miracle of Mobility! Mix these units, move
them room to room, with never a conflict
in color or contour.

! For all group
| projects, I

|  Samsonite's lL
colorful Acrivity l

[ Table with from |
I! one 1o six book 11
boxes, (depending

on size). 1

290 square
inches of
writing surface!
New Samsonite
Tablet Desk
Chair plays
multiple roles
in classroom,
meeting rooms,
lunchroom.

Tablet-Arm
Chair with
generous writing
surface positioned
for natural

wriling posture.
Sturdy tubular

steel supports.

Easy slide-in,
slide-out is provided
by lines and

curve of

tablet arm.

Right or left hand.

Mischief-Proof! Aluminum “spats” on legs
defy kick and mop marks! Desk-lid hinges
and countersunk “bumpers” can’t be loos-
ened, even with a screwdriver!

It's Not Expensive! Samsonite actually
costs less than old-fashioned furniture...
because it's strongest, lasts longest!

Samsonite's colorful Lift-Lid
Desk is noiseless, slam-proof,
tamper-proof. Fingers can't be
caught between lid and book box.,

Samsonite
Student Desk
can also serve
as table.
Several can
be pushed
together for
group
projects.

Plenty of leg
room and
storage space!
The
Samsonite
Shelf Desk
brings
modern color,
graceful lines
to the
classroom.

folding tables and chairs for every institutional use!

...the Classroom Furniture that's sTRONGEST...LASTS LONGEST!

“Design and structural patents pending

SHWAYDER BROS., INC., CLASSROOM FURNITURE DIVISION, Dept. Q-12, Detroit 29, Mich. Also mokers of famous Samsonite Luggage ond Card Tables and Chairs for the Home.
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New%mTWI-NleHTER®blind

KEEPS
OouT

6 TIMES
MORE
DAYLIGHT

GIVES COMPLETE LIGHT CONTROL, PRIVACY
AND VENTILATION AT NO EXTRA COST!

The new Flexalum Twi-Nighter blind shuts so tight,
it keeps out six times more daylight than a fully-
closed conventional blind, according to independent
laboratory tests.* Makes rooms not just dim, but
dark. In apartment houses and homes, it lets resi-
dents sleep later in the morning, helps along baby’s
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afternoon nap, assures privacy from any angle. In
hospital rooms, it is more conducive to daytime
resting. Yet amazingly enough, the Flexalu