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THE

MONTH IN BUILDING

VOLUME

PERMITS (April) ......... $174,843,461
Residential .. . ... ... 88,105,967
Non-residential 50,062,290
Additions .. ... .. 36,675,204
March, 1937 .. ... ... 171,188,123
April, 1936 ... ... .. 121,783,997

Permits from the Dept. of Labor

CONTRACTS (May) ....... $244,112,800

Residential .. ... .. ... 83,937,000
Non-residential .. .. . 93,432,700
Heavy engineering . 66,743,100
April, 1937 ... ... ... . 269,934,200
May. 1936 ... 216,070,700

Contracts from the F. W. Dodge Corp.

It is normal to expect a seasonal decline in contracts during the late spring. However,
the 11 per cent gain registered in contracts this May over May of 1936 represents the
smallest percentage increase made over a similar month of the previous year since 1937
began. Residential contracts slipped from $108,013,400 in April to less than $84,000,000
in May. In the same way, the minuscule increase in permits from March to April is
definitely contraseasonal. The lift of 2.3 per cent in permits from the 1,474 cities report-
ing to the Department of Labor is about one-third of the seasonal rise. April’s poor
permit showing is due in large part to New York City, where the drop from March was
24.4 per cent. By the same token it is logical to expect a still greater slump in permits
when national returns are in for May, because New York City during May fell off

another 28.6 per cent.
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BUILDING COSTS. Wherever two
or more building money men got together
last month over a glass of beer they could
and usually did trade anecdotes about the
unhappy rise in building costs which has
been the curse of the residential market
for the last four months. As is usual, how-
ever, the statistics on building costs failed
adequately to mirror the true situation,
left everybody somewhat at sea. Partially
to remedy this situation came an eight-
page analysis from the reputable presses
of Standard Statistics. Excerpts:

“Labor costs are an important factor in
construction expense, and an unfortunate
feature of the indexes is that these rely on
wage scales rather than on actual wage
rates. In other words the increase in labor
cost on buildings has been far greater than
the indexes would indicate . . . From the
numerous reports brought directly from
the field, it is concluded that average con-
struction costs are now approximately 12
per cent above those prevailing at the end
of the 1936 building season. In some sec-
tions of the country the increase has been
even greater.

“Prices for (material and equipment)

now average 10 per cent above those pre-
vailing last December 1 . . . Advancing
building costs are definitely restricting the
volume of residential construection.”
Says Standard Statisties in conclusion:
I'otal building construction of all types
this year, it is estimated, will be at least 25
per cent above that of 1936.”

“r

HOUSING HARLEM. One day last
month in Manhattan PWA Housing Di-
rector Thomas Grey squiggled his name on
a lease form, then watched the New York
Housing Authority’s Langdon Post and
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia do the same.

2

Thus effected was the first transfer of a
PWA housing project from the Govern-
ment to a local housing authority. Under
the terms of the one-year lease—which is
frankly experimental—the New York
Housing Authority will assume the man-
agement of the just completed Harlem
River project for Negroes, collect its rents,
and from them begin to repay the Govern-
ment 55 per cent of its $4,200,000 invest-
ment.

What the New York Housing Authority
got were 574 dwelling units in a project
of four- and five-story walk-ups covering
25 per cent of its land. The apartments,
ranging in size from two to five rooms, will
rent for an average of $7 per room per
month. Housing students with a statistical
turn of mind were quick to figure out that
this rate did not constitute an economic
rent even after taking the 45 per cent grant
into consideration, guessed that the Fed-
eral Government was ready to take the
added loss by accepting a minuscule rate of
interest on its investment.

For comparative data the PWA issued a
booklet showing an aerial view of Ilarlem
Houses and its surroundings. Three streets
away stands a block of so-called “Old Law”
tenements, dark and airless rookeries whose
further construction was declared illegal in
1901, and whose rents today are generally
below the new PWA rate. Two streets
away stands a block of New Law tene-
ments, representing a slight improvement
in housing standards. However only 114
per cent of the New Law tenements built
since 1928 rent for less than $12.50 per
room per month. And one street away from
Harlem Houses stand the famed Dunbar
Apartments, an intelligent attempt at good
housing financed by Rockefeller money on
a limited dividend basis. With rents con-

THE

sistently above $12.50 per room per month,
the Dunbar Apartments have failed to
show a profit.

NO LIMITATION. Dear to the heart
of every real estate owner is the cause
of tax limitation, a cause in which he can
see no possible wrong. To some it was
therefore cause for consternation last
month when the important, progressive
Twentieth Century Fund published its
latest report “Facing the Tax Problem”
and presented serious arguments not only
against tax limitation but even against
most forms of tax reduction (see p. 66).

Chief ground for these objections by the
Fund appeared to derive from the concept
of “tax justice,” under which no category
of taxpayers should benefit at the expense
of another category less able to stand the
burden. At the same time the Fund report
takes the stand that present realty taxes
are undoubtedly too high, comprising as
they do the largest single source of rev-
enue in the U. S. The Fund’s tentative sug-
gestion for a tentative solution to this
moral dilemma: broadening of the in-
come tax with consequent curtailment of
the property tax.

LABOR. In Cincinnati's Hotel Hol-
lenden last month some 250 delegates from
103 national and international AFL unions
met, listened to attacks on the CIO,
adopted a program which included the
expulsion of all CIO affiliates from the
AFL, the increase of per capita dues from
one cent per month to two cents per month
in order to fill a war chest to combat the
CIO, and immediate steps at counter-or-
ganization to balance the membership

drives of the CIO.
(Continued on page 4)
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Samuel Vandivert

MAN OF THE MONTH . . . he turned to glass, and won (page 68 Adv.)

BUILDING OF THE MONTH . . . il Duce anorse and abiase in Paris

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH . « . the house that moves (page 53 Ed.)

[~
ey
O\
—
-
]
)
—
—
=)
=
O_
e,
—
<
i
=
=
=
=
==
—
G
e
<




FROM RED INTO BLACK

Remodeling Emerges with a Convincing Profit Record

Once considered a highly speculative and uncharted venture, remodeling has in the recent past
become an enormous and stable field for the real estate investor. Daily new evidence validates
the profit possibilities in remodeling obsolete, bankrupt buildings. During the Depression the
number of such properties which passed into the hands of strong institutions provided the urge to
subject this problem to intensive study and the brains to produce numerous realistic solutions.
The field of remodeling for profit cannot be reduced to exact pattern but an examination of many
examples discloses that in the hands of an expert architect miracles happen . .

. a musty store




acquires a shiny, new front and a new tenant at a higher rent is not far behind; old apartments
are divided into small, popular units and families flock in; decrepit houses are reenforced, cleaned
up and re-equipped, and the property moves overnight. As building cost continues to advance, the
advantages of recapturing outmoded structures through remodeling obviously advance with it.
The list of successes is long; equally long are the profit opportunities which still remain in every
city and town for the shrewd investor and his skillful architect. To such, Tur Forua offers this
portfolio of current successes.

SHORELAND HOTEL., CHICAGO, ILL. JAMES F. EPPENSTEIN, ARCHITECT

>




REMODELED SHORELAND HOTEL, CHICAGO, ILL.

i

Hedrich-Blessing Photos CEILING DETAIL - LOBBY

A

b()mcthmg of a tribute to the original architect is the remarkable
improvement effected in this apartment hotel by the simple expedient
of stripping away rococo ornament, since in the remodeled structure

ELEVATOR LOBBY

the excellent proportions of the original are revealed. No structural
changes were made. Ornamental plaster, including column capitals,
brackets, and colonettes at window and door openings, was removed
and all surfaces made plain. Arched openings were squared off—window
openings being squared on the inside only, since it was impracticable
to make any changes in the exterior. Ornamental wrought iron work,
including grilles and railings, was replaced with plain. Only additions
were the glass brick wall at the rear of the elevator foyer, new lighting
fixtures, mirrors and new furnishings. The color effect is rich: beige
marble floor and wainscoting, with walls painted to match, rust
draperies and ceiling, rust, jade green and royal blue upholstery,
woodwork natural finish walnut, and metal work brushed brass.
Hlustrated on the opposite page are typical changes made in the
individual apartments. Here again much has been accomplished by
simplification and expert refurnishing, which has clearly been done
with an eye to both appearance and convenience. The living room
floor plan shown on this page might well serve as a model for rooms
of this type.
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REMODELED FLOOR OF DEPARTMENT STORE, HALLE BROS.

Hedrich-Blessing

VIEW 1

Product of the collaborative efforts of a department store engineer and an industrial designer,
sach a recognized expert in his own field, and begun with a clean sweep in which all existing par-
titions, fixtures, luminaires and carpets were discarded, this remodeled floor of a Cleveland de-
partment store may be taken as an authoritative last word on design for merchandising. The major
change in space-use was made in what was formerly the coat section. In the original plan this sell-
ing area occupied the center of the floor directly opposite the east bank of elevators, with stock
and fitting rooms occupying the entire wall area at the windows. No daylight was available in this
section: to make color comparisons by daylight the customer had to be taken through narrow
aisles past the fitting rooms to the windows. The new plan reverses this arrangement. Stockrooms
are now located nearer the center of the floor area, and selling areas have full access to window
walls in both sides of the store. The center of the store, valueless as selling space for merchandise
which requires natural light, now serves as a combined lobby, passageway and display space,

6 THE - ARCHITECTURAL - FORUN
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CLEVELAND, OHIO GILBERT ROHDE, DESIGNER; C. A. WHEELER, ENGINEER
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BEFORE Heiser Co. VIEW 2 Hedrich-Blessing Photos

VIEW 3.
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REMODELED FLOOR OF DEPARTMENT STORE, CLEVELAND, OHIO

& | w} iri .

GILBERT ROHDE, DESIGNER; C. A. WHEELER, ENGINEER

ROUND STORAGE TABLE ‘fledrich-Blssing Photos

providing just enough demarcation to make it obvious to the
customer that there are two departments without setting up the
sales obstacle which arises in the case of isolated shops. In the
center of the long curved wall which the customer faces as he
leaves the elevator is a twenty-foot stage, which can be used for
manikin display of garments, or for fashion shows with living
models. Decoration throughout is extremely simple. The walls
consist of large plane surfaces, with long, sweeping curves—rest:
ful backgrounds which do not conflict with merchandise of brigh
and varied colors. Use of various veneers, ranging from bird’s-eye
maple to walnut and dark rosewood, together with fawn colorec
and darker brown upholstery, results in a delicate blonde-to
brunette monochrome effect. A feeling of quality and stabilit;

FITTING TABLE FOR FOUR

appropriate to the character of the store is secured by richnes:
of materials and texture, by quiet dignity and simplicity o
design, and evident permanence of construction. Cost, includin
furnishings, was $65,000.

FINISHES

STRUCTURE: Interior partitions—wood studs and gypsum board covere
with Flexwood, U. S. Plywood Co., Inc.

FURNISHINGS: All furniture by Herman Miller Furniture Co.

FLOOR COVERINGS: Total area covered with carpet, Bigelow-Sanfor
Carpet Co., Inc.

WALL COVERINGS: Major portion—Flexwood, U.S. Plywood Co., In
Remainder—Duraleather, Masland Duraleather Co.

LIGHTING FIXTURES: Fixtures—Edge-Ray, Curtis Lighting Co., Inc.

3 THE - ARCHITECTURAL - FOR U



REMODELED DEPARTMENT STORE, HESS BROS., ALLENTOWN, PA.

THALHEIMER & WEITZ
ARCHITECTS

Phaas e
R e

BEFORE

In line with a local “Modernize Main Street” campaign, both
facades of this corner department store were faced with limestone
and new windows installed. To provide for necessary expansion,
two floors were added to the corner portion, resulting in a more
unified mass. Cost of the entire project, including the two-story
addition, was $150,000.

JULY - 1937

-

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—limestone, brick back-
ing, granite base. Floor construction—wood floor on
bar joists.

WINDOWS: Steel sash, J. S. Thorn Co.

DISPLAY WINDOWS: Stainless steel sash and awning
hood. Entrance vestibules and doors, letters and flag
poles—stainless steel. All work furnished by Loeben
Ornamental Metal Works.

WALL COVERINGS: Vestibules—Vermont Marble Co.
HEATING: New system installed by Warren Webster
Co. Present boiler adequate for additional heat. Ther-
mostats—Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co. Ther-
mofan unit heater—J. J. Nesbitt.
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REMODELED COAL YARD, HEMPSTEAD, LONG ISLAND, N. Y.
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LAWRENCE W. KONVALINKA, ARCHITECT
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An interesting, if somewhat radical experiment, this modernization of a type of enter-
prise whose premises are generally devoid of any architectural pretensions has been pro-
nounced completely successful by the owners. Sales during February and March this year,
after the alteration, were twice the sales for the same period last year, despite a mild
winter. The modernization work was decided upon for three reasons: location of a new
railroad station overlooking the yard, need for more garage space to accommodate larger
fuel trucks, and a desire to overcome the prejudice against the location of this type of
business near residential neighborhoods. In connection with the remodeling work, general
repairs to all parts of the structure were made. Cost: $8,768.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

FOUNDATIONS

Footings and walls—concrete, Atlas Portland Cement Co.
STRUCTURE

New walls—stucco finish coat of white Atlas cement,
ground marble and waterproofing compound.

ROOF

Built-up roofing, Johns-Manville, Inc.

SHEET METAL WORK

Flashing and gutters—copper.

WINDOWS

Sash—Fenestra commercial steel and Fenestra metal
screens, Detroit Steel Products Co. Glass—14 in. plate.
FLOORS

Cement in garage; balance—pine.

FLOOR COVERINGS

General office space—linoleum, Armstrong Cork Products
Co. Private offices—carpet, Bigelow Sanford Carpet Co.,
Inc.

WALL COVERINGS

Private offices—Ildaho knotty pine, Cross, Austin & Ireland
Lumber Co.

WOODWORK

Trim—wood. Interior doors—Idaho knotty white pine. Ex-
terior doors—stainless steel. Entrance door—Kalamine,
Acme Door & Partition Co. Garage doors—overhead type,
Stanley Works.

HARDWARE

Interior—Sargent & Co. Exterior—Yale & Towne Mfg. Co.
PAINTING

Interior: Walls—water stain made with black walnut pods,
later waxed for private office; balance—oil paint. Exterior:
Sash—aluminum paint, Bridgeport Paint Mfg. Co.
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Wiring—BX. Switches—Harvey Hubbell, Inc. Entrance fix-
tures—Murlin Mfg. Co. Electric clock—Anhaus Mfg. Co.

FeLyY = 1937
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REMODELED STORE FOR THE HUB CLOTHING CO. GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

BEFORE

HARRY L. MEAD, ARCHITECT

Vacant except for an occasional unimportant tenant for some
fifteen years, this Grand Rapids property ultimately reverted to
the mortgagee, a trust company, who immediately sought a respon-
sible tenant on the basis of modernization to conform to the ten-
ant’s needs. One was soon found in the Hub Clothing Company,
who had been doing business for twenty-two years only a few doors
away, and the property completely renovated to suit the new ten-
ant’s needs. Furnishings of the new store are in excellent taste, and
a special feature of the interior design is the central stairway, de-
signed to encourage shopping on semi-basement and mezzanine
floors at the rear of the store.

12

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

STRUCTURE: New steel framework in old structure.
Front—Macotta, Maul Macotta Corp.

METAL WORK: Stainless steel canopy and alumi-
num store fronts, The Brasco Mfg. Co. and Toledo
Plate & Window Glass Co. Flashing—Follansbee Forge
roofing tin, Follansbee Brothers.

WINDOWS: Sash—steel casements, Truscon Steel Co.
Glass—14 in. plate.

STAIRS & ELEVATORS: Stairs—wood, nickel silver
railings by Cornelius Tanis. Elevator—Sedgwick Ma-
chine Works.

FLOOR COVERINGS: Men’s clothing department—
carpets. Street level, Boys’ department and lower floor
levels—composition flooring, Thomas Moulding Mfg.
Co., installed by United Tile & Marble Co.
WOODWORK: Trim—oak and Flexwood, U.S. Plywood
Co., Inc. Interior store equipment, shelving, show cases
—Grand Rapids Store Equipment Corp.

HARDWARE: Interior and exterior—P. & F. Corbin.
PAINTING: Interior walls and ceilings—paint, Ford
Paint & Varnish Co.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Wiring—single phase
3-wire grounded neutral system. Switches—flush type
with composition plates, Hart & Hegeman. Fixtures—
round flush type, recessed, diffusing with concentric
louvers, Garden City Plating & Mfg. Co.

HEATING: Webster modulation system of steam heat-
ing in conjunction with Webster convector radiators,
Warren Webster & Co. Boiler—old one repaired and
natural gas conversion type burner installed, Bryant
Heater Co., controlled by Minneapolis-Honeywell Regu-
lator Co. thermostat.

STORE FRONT: Plain and Neon electric signs, City
Sign Co.

ARCHITECTURAL - FORUM



REMODELED STORE FOR TRABERT & HOEFFER, INC., ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.

J. M. BERLINGER, ARCHITECT

The problem here was to attract shoppers, and still maintain an
air of dignity and swank in the midst of Atlantic City's blatant
boardwalk. Park Avenue jewelers of distinction, Trabert & Hoeffer
have long employed the small show window, a device which con-
tributes much to the successful solution of this problem. The plan
provides facilities for conferring with clients at individual desks, a
requirement of this type of business, and a special feature in the
form of an attractively furnished lounge complete with a modern
bar. Cost of the project was $6,000.

JULY - 19317

FLOOR PLAN e

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

STORE FRONT: Marquise steel frame, aluminum en-
closure. Bulkhead and front—Carrara glass, Pittsburgh
Plate Glass Co.

SHEET METAL WORK

Flashing—copper. Vent ducts—galvanized iron.
WINDOWS

Show window frames—hollow aluminum. Glass—14 in.
plate, shatterproof, Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co.
FLOOR COVERINGS

Vestibule—terrazzo. Store—carpet over existing wood,
Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co., Inc. Office and lounge—
inlaid linoleum, Armstrong Cork Products Co.

WALL COVERINGS

Show cases—lined with Englisn sycamore Flexwood,
U.S. Plywood Co., Inc.

HARDWARE

Cast bronze, white satin finish.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Wiring—rigid metal conduit, National Electric Prod-
ucts Corp. Switches—toggle type, Hart & Hegeman.
Fixtures—Curtis Lighting of N. Y., Inc.

PLUMBING

All fixtures—Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co. Pipes: Soil—
heavy cast iron. Water—87 per cent brass, American
Brass Co.

13



REMODELED MEN’S STORE, SHREVEPORT, LA.

BEFORE
WILLIAM B. WIENER, ARCHITECT

Connncn(lab]y simple in almost every respect, this
recently modernized store indicates that the modern
trend is no mere matter of new fixtures and perhaps a
new front. Ilere replanning, with provision of a broad,
straight customer’s aisle and generously spaced show
-ases, is equally important in creating the final effect.
No attempt is made to disguise the fact that the sales
room is a deep, narrow space—instead the single
longitudinal lighting fixture serves frankly to empha-
size this fact. Net result is a dignified interior with a
feeling of unity, and little to distract the customer’s
attention from the merchandise. Cost: $5,800, includ-
ing fixtures. Gross sales have increased 24 per cent
since the alteration.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

SIGN SPACE: Tempered Presdwood, Masonite Corp., on shiplap
extending 2 ft. over sidewalk. Letters—stainless steel with Neon
tubing. Ornament—stainless steel, Neon tubing, lights in back.
BULKHEADS: Stainless steel on shiplap.

VESTIBULE: Floor—terrazzo in red with aluminum strips.
DISPLAY WINDOWS: Floor—cork. Backs—temporary only.
Ceiling—pyramid crystal glass set in wood strips. Lights—above
glass ceiling., Venetian blinds—recessed in ceiling slot, operated
from store.

INTERIOR: Floors: Haberdashery—linoleum on wood. Clothing
section—covered with carpet.

WALLS: Sheetrock flush with face of wall fixtures, U.S. Gypsum
Co.

CEILING: Sheetrock, U.S. Gypsum Co.

LIGHTING FIXTURES: Sanded glass, running entire length of
store; clock built into light panel.

STORE FIXTURES: Natural birch finish, stainless steel trim,
Westbrook Manufacturing Co.

14 THE - ARCHITECTURAL - FORUM



REMODELED RESTAURANTS FOR CHILDS CO. NEW YORK CITY

vp . £
fds

TYPICAL BEFORE

GEORGE E. SWEET, ARCHITECT

LATION:
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REMODELED RESTAURANT FOR CHILDS CO., NEW YORK CITY

Peyser & Patzig

TYPICAL FOR

GEORGE E. SWEET, ARCHITECT

16

1920

These several examples serve to indicate the trend of
the modernization program now under way in the famous
Childs chain of service restaurants. The new exterior
shown on the preceding page is that of a New York City
Childs located in the theatrical district, where something
rather flashy is required to attract the customers, and is
therefore not necessarily typical of Childs exteriors else-
where. Interiors on this and the following page indicate
that the elaborately decorated Childs which replaced the
former and better known tile palace type are in turn being
replaced by a somewhat simpler modern—on the whole
a healthy trend. Emphasis in the new Childs is more on
customer comfort, less on decoration, with reliance on
quality furnishings to create the desired atmosphere.

THE - ARCHITECTURAL - FORUM



GEORGE E. SWEET
ARCHITECT

SCACCHETTI
& SIEGEL
ARCHITECTS

Stevens
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REMODELED STORE BUILDING IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

BEFORE

ALBEN RANDOLPH FROBERG, ARCHITECT CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE
STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—reenforced concrete. In-
terior partitions—wood studs. Floor construction:
First—wood over concrete. Second—wood joists and
pine finish.

) . . ROOF: Wood joists, sheathing and composition roofing.

Here remodeling meant structural modernization as well as changes SHEET METAL WORK: Flashing and ducts—No. 26

. fes] MNow seeifors 1 - W — solace old galvanized Armco iron, American Rolling Mill Co.

m design. New reenforced concrete walls were built to replace ol FLOOR COVERINGS: Broadloom carpet on second

wall of wood frame construction, the interior refinished and the ap- Rask. )

¢ : ¢ . : R o "I WOODWORK: Trim and doors—painted pine.

pearance of the exterior greatly improved by eliminating the cornice PAINTING: Interior—lead and oil paint in strong,

and lowering the heads of the s} » windows. Seeond floor windows bright colors. Exterior—concrete walls brushed with

and lowering the heads of the show windows. Second floor windows white cement. and sand.

were reused. Cost: $8,000; average net increase in rentals: 140 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Wiring — conduit.
Switches—General Electric Co.

per cent. HEATING: Gas fired circulator unit heaters.

Clyde Sunderland Photos
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REMODELED TOWN HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY

John Beinert

JAN RUHTENBERG, DESIGNER

BEFORE

Simpliﬁcation, both inside and out, was the keynote of
this alteration. Work on the exterior consisted only of
the removal of the old steps, the creation of a new entry
on the ground floor level, the elimination of the cornice,
and painting. Inside a half dozen partitions were removed
but only one new one built. The chief problem in planning
was presented by the width, which was only sixteen feet.
By relocating the stairs it was possible to find enough
space for a small ground floor apartment; the other
apartment occupies the upper three floors. A typical
example of the ingenuity in planning is afforded by the
curved entry walls on the ground floor: by overlapping
the curves space is found in the living room and stair
hall for coat closets that would otherwise have had to
be omitted. Another simple but effective device was the
removal of plaster in the entry and second floor studio,
exposing the brick of the party wall; this gained three
inches of valuable space in the entry, and provided a
richly textured surface in the studio which shows off the
severe furniture to great advantage. Since the expense

Emclic Daniclson
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REMODELED TOWN HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY

Emelie Daniclson Photos
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of removing the old windows and installing
more suitable sash was prohibitive, the expe-
dient of hanging thin curtains which reach
from floor to ceiling was adopted, with excel-
lent effect, as can be seen from the illustra-
tions of the interiors. The success of the re-
modeling can be seen in the rent roll, which
jumped from $1,200 to $4,500 per year.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

WINDOWS

New sash—wood, special, N. Y. Dormer & Sash Co.
Glass—Maississippi Wire Glass Co.

FLOORS

Living room, bedrooms and halls—wood. Bathrooms—
covered with rubber.

WALL COVERINGS

Plaster, brick construction exposed and U.S. Plywood
Co., Inc., Flexwood paneling.

PAINTING

Interior: Walls and ceilings—Texolite, U.S. Gypsum Co.
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Lighting fixtures—Kurt Versen, Inc.

JULY » 19%7

JAN RUHTENBERG, DESIGNER

DINING ROOM—FIRST FLOOR

B

BEDROOM—SECOND FLOOR

STUDIO—SECOND FLOOR
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ROBERT CARSON & DONALD CAMPBELL, ARCHITECTS
FLORENCE BAKER, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

"T'he alteration of such residences as this is by no means
uncommon. The plan can be readily altered to pro-
duce a more livable layout, and the exterior presents
no great difficulties. It is unusual, however, to find so
complete a change. The initial problem was presented
by the location of the first floor, which was four feet
above grade; its solution, as can be seen below, was the
creation of a series of terraces around the house, which
not only tie it in more closely to the ground, but pro-
vide definitely usable living space in warm weather.
Changes in the plan opened the entrance hall through
to the rear, moved the dining room to the southeast
corner, where it belongs, and created a separate suite
of children’s bedrooms on the second floor. Brick veneer
proved to be a satisfactory and inexpensive material
for the alteration; it was painted a light, warm gray,
with white used for ironwork, sash, and trim.

CONSTRUCTION

Samucl H. Gottscho
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HOUSE FOR LAWRENCE OTTINGER
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ROBERT CARS ARCHITECTS

ON & DONALD GCAMPBELL,

o
*

M A S T E R B E D H 0 0 M Bamuel Gottscho Photos

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

FOUNDATION

Walls—stone with cement mortar. Cellar floor—cinder
concrete. Waterproofing—R. |. W., Toch Brothers, Inc.
STRUCTURE

Exterior walls—4 in. brick veneer, heavy paper sheath-
ing, 4 in. studs and plaster. Floor construction—wood
beams and flooring.

ROOF

Covered with slate. Decks—ply membrane and cement.
CHIMNEY

Lining—terra cotta. Dampers and throats—H. W. Cov-
ert Co.

SHEET METAL WORK

Flashing, gutters and leaders—copper.

INSULATION

Outside walls and roof—rock wool. Weatherstripping—
zinc and copper.

WINDOWS

Sash—wood casement. Glass—double strength, quality
A. Screens—copper mesh on wood frames, snap-on type.
STAIRS

Treads—oak. Risers and stringers—painted birch. Hand-
rail—teakwood.

FLOORS

Living room and bedrooms—strip oak. Hall and
library—oak plank. Kitchen and bathrooms—rubber tile
on plywood, Haskelite Mfg. Co.

WALL COVERINGS

Living room—paneling. Bedrooms and halls—wallpaper.
Bathrooms—Micarta finished wainscoting, Westing-
house Electric & Mfg. Co.

HARDWARE

Interior and exterior—brass.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Wiring—flexible conduit. Switches—toggle.

KITCHEN EQUIPMENT

Range—gas. Refrigerator—electric.

PLUMBING

All fixtures by Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co. Pipes: Soil—
cast iron. Water—brass. Hot water heater—immersion
coil in boiler.

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Completely air conditioned except in service section.
Split system, steam and forced warm air, humidifica-
tion and cooling. Radiators—convector type.
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REMODELED GUEST HOUSE ON ESTATE IN LYME. CONN.

The unprepossessing subject of this alteration consisted of a one-story house about 200 years
old, and an awkward two-story wing added about 40 years ago. The remodeling was done chiefly
because it was a question of repairing the house or letting it collapse. The budget did not permit
any alteration of the mass, and the money available, a little over $4,000, was used for repairing
the foundations, replacing floor joists, replastering, plumbing, and painting. The house is painted
a deep red, with white trim both inside and out. In spite of its small size it was possible to obtain
three bedrooms of good size, a living room, and a dining room. Used as a guest house, no maid’s
room has been provided, as service is furnished from the large house nearby.
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FORD H. COOPER, ARCHITECT
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—siding, paper, wood sheath-
ing, 2 x 4 in. studs, wood lath and plaster on new section.
Interior partitions—wood frame and plaster.

ROOF: Covered with wood shingles.

CHIMNEY: Damper—H. W. Covert Co.

SHEET METAL WORK: Copper throughout.
INSULATION: Roof—Cabot’s Quilt, Samuel Cabot, Inc.
Celotex between old rafters; Celotex between rafters left
exposed, The Celotex Co. Weatherstripping on doors—
Chamberlin Metal Weather Strip Co.

FLOORS: Living room, bedrooms and halls—wide boards
painted with solid color, Stanley Chemical Co. Kitchen and
bathrooms—Ilinoleum.

PAINTING: All paint material by Stanley Chemical Co.
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Wiring system—BX ca-
ble. Fixtures—Bradley & Hubbard.

KITCHEN EQUIPMENT: Range—Universal electric, Lan-
ders, Frary & Clark. Refrigerator—General Electric Co.
Sink—two-compartment tub and sink.

BATHROOM EQUIPMENT: Lavatory, tub and toilet—
Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co. Seat—C. F. Church Mfg. Co.
SCALE IN FEET PLUMBING: Pipes: Soil—cast iron. Water—brass.

| & & e | HEATING: Hot air, one large register centrally located.
0 5 10 15 Hot water heater—General Electric Co.
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REMODELED APARTMENTS IN PHILADELPHIA, PA.
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The income possibilities of depreciated properties are well
illustrated by this example. With an original mortgage of
$42.,000, the properties were finally sold for $8,000 to the
present owner, who spent an additional $53,000 to produce
what is to all intents and purposes a new building. The
twelve small buildings forming the original parcel were re-
combined into twenty apartments which rent at $45 to $75
per month, giving a total yearly income of $12,480. When
taxes, operating costs, etc., are deducted there remains a
net income of $9,348, which represents a very satisfactory
return on the original investment. The owner notes that on
property of this kind a very high depreciation factor must
be included, but that even after this and other contingencies
are considered, such real estate ventures are still profitable.
In spite of the location of these apartments in a run-down
section of the city there has been no difficulty in renting
them.

JULY - 1937

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

STRUCTURE

Exterior walls—existing brick, refurred studs and
plaster.

ROOF

Covered with asphalt roofing, Barrett Co.

SHEET METAL WORK

Flashing, and gutters—galvanized iron.

WINDOWS

Sash—wood, double hung. Glass—Pittsburgh Plate Glass
Co.

FLOORS

Living rooms and bedrooms—hardwood. Kitchen and
landings—Ilinoleum, Armstrong Cork Products Co.
WALL COVERINGS

Kitchens—Sanitas, Standard Textile Products Co.
Bathrooms—tile.

WOODWORK

Trim and doors—Colonial, white pine.

HARDWARE

Interior and exterior—Lockwood Hardware Mfg. Co.
PAINTING

Interior: Walls and ceilings—Texolite, U. S. Gypsum Co.
Floors, trim and sash—Sherwin-Williams Co. Exterior
paint by Barrett Co.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Wiring system—BX. Switches—Hart & Hegeman.
PLUMBING

All fixtures by Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co. Pipes—
Youngstown Pressed Steel Co.

HEATING

Radiators and valves—American Radiator Co. Boiler—
Delco oil fired, Delco Appliance Corp. Thermostats—
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co. Hot water heater
—Pennsylvania Range Co.
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REMODELED APARTMENT HOUSE, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

ADOLPH GOLDBERG, ARCHITECT

The two buildings which formed the basis of this alteration con-
sisted of one which was entirely abandoned and another which was
25 per cent rented. Purchased at a cost of $24,000, and remodeled
for an additional expenditure of $60,000, the buildings now contain
32 three-room apartments which produce a gross rental of $17,000
per year. Alterations consisted of removing the front walls, extend-
ing the buildings 10 ft. toward the street, installation of new equip-
ment, new stairs, floors, electric wiring, and complete kitchens.

30

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—face brick, wood fur-
ring, wood lath and 3 coats plaster. Interior partitions—
studs, metal and wood lath and plaster. Floor construc-
tion—73 in. sub-floor, 7 in. parquet, No. 1 oak. Ceil-
ing—metal lath and plaster.

ROOF: Five-ply felt and pitch, slag finish.

SHEET METAL WORK: Flashing—16 oz. copper.
WINDOWS: Sash—Fenestra steel casement, Detroit
Steel Products Co. Glass—double thick, quality B.
STAIRS: Steel; treads finished with terrazzo.
FLOORS: Living room and bedrooms—oak parquet.
Kitchen—linoleum, Armstrong Cork Products Co. Bath-
rooms—tile.

TRIM: Steel throughout.

HARDWARE: Interior—bronze plated. Exterior—solid
bronze.

PAINTING: Walls, ceilings and sash—3 coats paint;
calcimine in living rooms and bedrooms.

KITCHEN EQUIPMENT: Ranges—Odin Beauty, Odin
Stove Mfg. Co. Refrigerators—Norge Corporation, Stew-
art-Warner-Alemite Corp. and Frigidaire Sales Corp.
Sinks—Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co.

BATHROOM EQUIPMENT: Fixtures by Standard
Sanitary Mfg. Co. Cabinet by Columbia Metal Box Co.
PLUMBING: Pipes: Soil—cast iron. Water—brass.
HEATING: Steam. Boiler—coal fired, Fitzgibbons Boiler
Co., Inc. Radiators—American Radiator Co. Hot water
heater—copper coil in boiler,

ARCHITECTURAL - FORUM
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Julius Shulman

HOUSE FOR C. C. FITZPATRICK, LLOS ANGELES, R. M. SCHINDLER, ARCHITECT

The traditional Southern house 1s almost invariably characterized by an avoidance of sunlight:
small windows, sheltered courtyards, and heavy awnings are the rule. Where a large glass area
is desired (in this instance because of the view), some form of projecting shelter inevitably be-
comes an important part of the design. Even the terrace off the living room has been so planned
that it becomes a protection for the loggia below. The plan of the main rooms is open, with the
partition between the living room and entrance hall kept low in order that the plane of the ceiling
might not be interrupted. A supplementary living room occupies the level below, with full-height
windows made possible by the drop in ground level. Two bedrooms, each with a separate roof

deck, are provided on the second floor.

BUILDING COSTS VARY From mONTH To MONTH, FROM TOWN TO TOWN. COSTS QUOTED IN THE FORUM ARE IN ALL CASES SUPPLIED BY THE ARCHITECT,
ARE USEFUL AS A RELATIVE GUIDE IN COMPARING ONE HOUSE WITH ANOTHER, BUT IN NO CASE ARE TO BE INTERPRETED AS A LITERAL AND LOCAL CURRENT INDEX.

31

JULY - 19317



FITZPATRICK HOUSE &®. m. SCHINDLER, ARCHITEGT

Julius Shulman
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE
' o FOUNDATION: Walls—concrete. Cellar floor—concrete on fill.
L STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—brush coat, 2 coats stucco, wire mesh,
15 Ib. felt, 2 x 4 in. studs, wood lath and plaster. Floor construction—
wood frame. Ceilings—wood lath and plaster.
ROOF: Composition roofing.
— & WINDOWS: Sash—sliding sheet metal with bronze weatherstripping.
Glass—3,/16 in. glass. Screens—metal frame, sliding.
STAIRS: Oak throughout.
FLOORS: Living room, bedrooms and halls—wood, carpet covered.
Kitchen and bathrooms—Ilinoleum covered.
WALL COVERINGS: Main rooms—stucco. Kitchen and bathrooms—
— 5 porcelain enameled metal tile.

WOODWORK: Trim, cabinets and doors—Oregon pine; ash finish in
living room.

HARDWARE: Interior and exterior—Schlage Lock Co.

PAINTING: Interior: Trim—stained. Sash—aluminum paint. Exterior:
Sash—aluminum paint.

BATHROOM EQUIPMENT: All fixtures by Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co.
HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING: Radiators—Pacific, U.S. Radia-
tor Co. Boiler—gas fired.
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HOUSE FOR CLOYD HEAD, COCONUT GROVE, FLA.

CHESTER HART
DESIGNER

MARION 1. MANLEY
ASSOCIATE ARCHITECT
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f three with a limited budget was the
nd wife are writers, and each required
pleasant innovation, possible only in a
walls are not only structural, but pro-
well. Trim was eliminated wherever

possible. The inadvisability of attempting to apply ornament to the modern

house is demonstrated by the incongruc

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

yus tiled doorway.

STRUCTURE: Exterior walls—4 x 4 x 12 in.
vibrated concrete blocks, exposed inside and
out, pointed up and painted. Interior parti-
tions—concrete blocks, same as outside walls,
and wood studs finished with plywood. Floor
construction: First—reenforced concrete, ce-
ment finish., Second—wood Joist with wood

flooring and Homasote finished ceilings,
Homasote Co.
ROOF: Construction—frame, covered with

15-yr. Certain-teed tar and gravel roof, Cer-
tain-teed Products Corp.

CHIMNEY: Terra cotta flue lining. Heatilator
with ducts to two second floor studies, Heati-
lator Co.

SHEET METAL WORK: Flashing, gutters
and leaders—I16 oz. copper.

INSULATION: Roof—Homasote board, Hom-
asote Co. Weatherstripping—Barland Weath-
erstrip Material Co.

JULY 1937

WINDOWS: Sash—Lupton steel residence
casements, Michael Flynn Mfg. Co. Glass—
double strength, quality A, Libbey-Owens-
Ford Glass Co, Screens—Brown-Everhard Co.
FLOORS: First—cement with 2 coats of
Color-wax, Master Builders Co. Second—oak.
HARDWARE: Interior and exterior—Schlage
Lock Co.

PAINTING: Interior: Walls—F, O. Pierce Co.
Ceilings—Craftex Co. and Sec paints by Louis-
ville Mfg. Co. Exterior—Sec cement coat,
Louisville Mfg. Co.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: Wiring sys-
tem—conduit. Fixtures—Radiant Mfg. Co.
KITCHEN EQUIPMENT: Refrigerator—Gen-
eral Electric Co.

PLUMBING: All fixtures by Standard Sani-
tary Mfg. Co. Pipes: Soil—cast iron. Water—
galvanized iron. Water heater—solar.
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HOUSE FOR ALLEN BREED WALKER, MONTECITO, CALIF.
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More formal than the average four-bedroom resi-
dence, the character of this house was set by the
owner’s requirements and its layout by the char-
acter of the site. The owner wanted a modernized
French design, a flat roof, a living room 18 x 40 ft.,
an elliptical dining room, three master bedrooms,
one servant’s room, and a plan which placed all
of these rooms on one level. The unusual rela-
tionship of the bedrooms and library was also
stipulated by the owner. A natural alley of live oaks
determined the placing of the living room, and the
strung-out plan was dictated by the contours and
the view of the sea below. Of particular interest is
the extensive use of sliding doors, a method of
saving wall space which can be suceessfully adopted
in a climate where infiltration presents no serious
problem.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

FOUNDATION

Walls and cellar floor—concrete. Waterproofing: Walls—inte-
rior surface—Horn’s Metalon, A. C. Horn Co.

STRUCTURE

Exterior walls—3 coats plaster with 2 coats Bondex white,
The Reardon Co., on 18 gauge, 34 in. galvanized iron chicken
wire, 1 layer 15 Ib. felt nailed to studs. Inside: rock lath,
U.S. Gypsum Co., with 18 gauge, 1 in. mesh chicken wire and
2 coats plaster and canvas. Floor construction—O. P. joists,
redwood sills, O. P. sub-floor.

ROOF

Asbestos roofing, Johns-Manville, Inc.

CHIMNEY

Terra cotta flue lining and chimney caps, Gladding, McBean &
Co. Dampers—Peerless Mfg. Co.

SHEET METAL WORK

Flashing and leaders—26 gauge Armco galvanized iron, The
American Rolling Mill Co.

INSULATION

Roof—1 in. rock wool Quilt, Johns-Manville, Inc.

WINDOWS

Sash—wood, double hung and casement. French doors—sliding
into 26 gauge galvanized iron pockets on Grant Pulley &
Hardware Co. tracks. Glass—double strength, quality A,
Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co.

FLOORS

Living room and bedrooms—oak. Entrance hall, powder room
and bathrooms—Alaska marble. Kitchen—linoleum, Arm-
strong Cork Products Co.

WALL COVERINGS

Living room and one bathroom—California white pine panel-
ing, painted. Library—Japanese oak paneling. Kitchen and
bathroom—plaster, Sanitas and paint, Standard Textile Prod-
ucts Co.

HARDWARE

Interior—special, shiny brass finish, West & Co.
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Wiring system—Steeltubes conduit, Steel & Tubes, Inc.
Switches—General Electric Co. and Bryant Electric Co.
KITCHEN EQUIPMENT

Range—gas, George D. Roper Corp. Refrigerators—gas, Elec-
trolux, Servel, Inc. Counter tops—Alaska marble.
BATHROOM EQUIPMENT

All fixtures by Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co. Seat—C. F. Church
Mfg. Co. Medicine cabinet—Hall-Mack, steel with side lights,
Hallenscheid & McDonald.

PLUMBING

Pipes: Soil—cast iron. Vent—galvanized steel. Hot water—
streamline copper, Chase Brass & Copper Co. Cold water—
galvanized steel. Water softener—Crane Co.

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Indirect, filters, humidification, return air ventilation and gas-
fired boiler. Complete system by General Electric Co. Hot
water heater—American Radiator Co.

JULY - 19317
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Ot basic importance in the design of a sculptor’s studio is the pro-
vision of adequate natural illumination: the satisfactory solution
of this problem is generally the factor about which the entire design
develops. Clerestory lighting is frequently indicated because of the
height required in the studio, and in this case it was possible to place
a large window running from wall to wall which gives a maximum
of glareless illumination. Under the window is a long, narrow alcove,
ideally located for the best view of the brightly lighted studio, and
suitable for the entertainment of visitors and clients. On the mez-
zanine level there is a sitting room, isolated to give greater privacy.
The shop, used for the building of armatures, making plaster casts,
ete., has large openings at either end so that bulky objects may be
conveniently moved in and out of the building. Cubage: 57,177.
Cost: (including all built-in furniture) $24,000, at about 42 cents
a cubic foot.
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ELEANOR RAYMOND, ARCHITECT

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE

FOUNDATION

Walls—12 in. concrete, continuous. Waterproofing—
foundation coat, The Truscon Laboratories.
STRUCTURE

Exterior walls—Cinucor blocks, Cinder Concrete Units
Corp., furred and plastered on inside (except in shop);
California stucco on outside. Interior partitions—plaster
on wood studs. Floor construction: First floor shop and
heater room—concrete. All others—wood. Ceilings—
plaster, except Celotex acoustical tile in studio, The
Celotex Co.

ROOF

Built up 5-ply tar and gravel roofing on wood frame.
SHEET METAL W