
St: ateless Lamwr Swdgnt' s
Water Col,or Takes Prize

NATIONAL AET CONTEST winner is this
npaque water color, which netted Dimitry Ver-
gun, 17-year-old Lamar High School student,

a scholar:ship to the Memphis Aeademy of Art
and $25 in cash, Dimitry, son of a Russial
refugee, wants to be an industrial designer.

Perhaps the memory of Nerv
York harbor, as the good shin
"Ernie Pyle" plowed tou,arrl the
Statue of Liberty siL l'ears ago,
inspired Dimitry Vergun, a strap-
ping six-foot son of a Russian

A1 anl' rate. lh.e l-amar. Tllgh
School sentor's cpaque .r,atir
color of a tug struggling tov,ard
a transport has won him a schol-
arship and 925 in cash. .

rlneluded tn Exhibtt
"An artist usually expresses

his emotions in his, *r'ork,': he
commented in. a professionallike
manner. "My rvork is a bit of
ereativeness and the memory of
many other things."

Dimitry is one of a dozen local
witrners whose q,ork is on rlis-
play at the national high sehool
art exhibition at Carneg:e Insti-
tute. Pittsburgh. The exhibit con-
tinue.s through May 29.

He t,as but 11 years old u,hen
he surveyed Ameriea from the
rail of the transport.

Behind him lay sorrow and
hardship. Before him iay the hope
of a- new land, of seeing his
grandparents arrd four auntsl u,h6
had fleC from Fussia rria Czecho-
slovakia in 1921. His paients
were vietims of the war, hls
father having died in a concen-
tration eamp and his mother hav-
ing been the,vietim of hardships
in a Iabor eamp.
fmpressed by Harbor

"The harbor impressed me and
ma1,be my work is a pieture of
mt' emotions," he said. ',I don't
knorv. 1 paint because I like it."

Dimitrl'. u.ho speaks Engtish
exceptionally well. ratJles off
Ru-ssian and German with equal
ease.
. He doesn't p'lan to paint for aliving. He u'a41,5 to -be an en-
gineer like his father. end will
use his art ability in his proposed
care€r as an industrial designer.
To Enroll at U. T.

He will pass up the scholatship
to the Memphis Academy of Art,
and enroll at the Universit;1, 61
Texas in September.- His r'kid" brother,. A!ex, is a
l2-year-old student' at Sidney
Lanier Junior .High School.

"We'i,e had fun and know
u.h-at freedom is," Dimitry said.
"\Ve came here alone bUt have
found a host of friends and op-
portunity is everywhere."

His parents didn't leave Rus-
sia until 1936.

Born in Czechoslovaki?, Eimi.,lry u'as taken to a German labor
eamp rthen the Germans inyaded
in 194'1,

Live Tl'lth Aunt
"That's all in the past," he said

simply. "But it makes me pretty
determir.ed to take advantage of
the freedom allowed the lndi-
vidual in this country, I urant.to
be the best engineer I ean."

The tq'o stateless brothers. u,ho
u'iil become United States citizens
in {our years, live u'ith tlreir
aunt. Miss Xenia Vergun, at 1754
'Su.l Ross.

The 12 Eouston students'rrork
u'as first shown at the South-
rr-estern Texas Regional Seholbs-
tie Art An'ards Exhibition, u'hich
rvas held here at Foley's,
Prizes for Three Others

Three other local shrdents won

,

I}I]WJTBY I'EEGTIN
Onportunitr Abouriits

$25 cash prizes. They are Robert
I{arris, .Iefferson Davis, erayoni
Cath erine Kirkland, Lamar.
opaque water eolor; and Kei:
COllin's, ur[6 P25 graduated from
Reagan Hig{ School at midterm,
erayon.

Others from Houston u'ho
placed in nationa!. .comoetitiqr
u'ith some 170,000 entries are
Paula Cargill, Austin High Sehool.
oil; Robert Erwin, Davi.s, trans-
parent urater eolor; Sonia Ras-
lnussen, Davis, eeramics; Marlene
Risdel, .Johnston Junior High
Sehool, transparent water color:
Carole Grubb, Lanier Junior
High School, transparent u,ater
color; Jack Terence,:Lanier, crdy-
on; Tom Berr"v, Pershing, trans-
parent u,ater color; Deane Wilcox,
Pershing. transparent water eolor:
and Bill Bradlel', San Jaeinto
High School, cartoon.

There are 1559 entries on ex-
hrbit in the national shou., and
574 outstanding pieces harre te-
eeired cash awards of $25 each.

In addition. more than 100
senlors u.'on tuition scholarships
to lehding art schoois and eol-
leges on the basis of their out-
standing qlork.

Burbdnk
Students
Crash TV

B-Y BAx, BARA DUEREI\TBEE GEB
Durbank Correspondent

Some 20 Burbank Junior High
School students "crashed" tele-
vision ti a rec-ent program and
sang several numbers from the
operetta, "Meet Arizona," which
will be presented in the school
auditorium tonight at 8'o'clock.

The orchestra played part ol
the operetta's overture and tv,o
numbers whieh the entrre cast
sings" The students are under the
direction of Miss Goldye llol-
lander and Eugene Nelson, chorus
teachers. and Miss Elinor Lueth,
orchestra instmetor.
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