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The failures that beset an editor are of two sorts:

those the readers see and those you don't. The

former are typically small, but not always insignif-

icant. They range, to give two examples from the

last issue (arcCA O2.1, "lmage Mirror"), from mis-

locating the University of the Pacific in Modesto

(whereas you know it is in Stockton) to mis-

spelling Barron Storey's name. The latter is par-

ticularly irksome to me, because a) I do knouv how

to spell his name; and b) Barron Storey's stories

are anything but barren. (To give you an indica-

tion of the fertility of his imagination, I might

mention that the drawing we published (p. 34) is
from Barron's ninety-somethingth sketchbook,

and virtually every page of each of those sketch-

books is just as rich and surprising.)

Other failures you don't see, and, mainly,

l'm glad. I should own up to one, however: there

is a profile missing from this issue. lt would have

focused on Michael Stepner, former San Diego

city architect, former dean of the New School of

Architecture, who is currently the Director of

Land Use and Housing for the San Diego Regional

Economic Development Corporation and the 2002

president of the San Diego AlA. lf you stand on

any street corner in San Diego and pitch a rock,

you will hit an admirer of Mike Stepner. Fortu-

nately for you, this admirer won't stop to com-

plain of the assault, because he won't have time.

Or so lsurmise; lhave not actually tried the
experiment with the rock, but I have sought at

some length someone to write about Mr. Stepner,

and many people want to, but everyone is too

busy. Perhaps the San Diego Regional EDC has

become foo effective since he joined the staff.

Actually, however, we arrived at this
impasse not because of the prosperity of San

Diego, but because we (the editorial board and l)

are less familiar with writers in San Diego than we

are with those in San Francisco or Los Angeles.

And that is the case because, as it happens, we all

/ive in San Francisco or Los Angeles, or there-
abouts. When we have a story in Fresno or

Ukiah-or San Diego-our resources are limited.

ln a previous Comment, I noted that we

had been neglecting historic preservation, and I

said that we would make up for the deficit. We

have begun to do so in this issue, and we'll con-

tinue to do so in the next. l'd like similarly to
amend our SF/LA bicentrism, but l'll need your

help. So, citizens of Placerville, arise! Send me

your resumes, your writing samples, your story

ideas yearning to see print. Let me know how

you'd like to contribute to arcCA. lnvite me to

your chapter meetings. Or at least email me:

tculvahouse@ccac-art.edu. The big city can be a

lonesome place. o

Tim Culvahouse, Editor

arcCl welcomes submissions for "Under the Radar." To be

eligible, a project or its architect must be located in California;

the prolect must not have been published nationally or interna-

tionally (local publication is 0K); and construction must have

been completed withln the last twelve months or, for unfinished

projects, must be 60Vo-700/o complete. Architects need not be

AIA members. Submissions from widely published firms (as

determined by lhe arcCA Editorial Board) may not be accepted.

Please send your submissions to the editor by email at

tculvahouse@ccac-art.edu, attaching three to five JPG images

with a combined file size of no greater than 1.5MB. Describe the

project in fewer than 200 words in the body of the email, pro-

viding a brief caption for each image, keyed to the image's file

name. (lf you don't have the capability to submit by email, you

may send the equivalent information by regular mail to: Tim

Culvahouse, AlA, Editor, arcCA, clo AIACC, 
.1303 

J Street, Suite

200, Sacramento, California,95814, Re: "Under the Radar.")
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