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Comment

This quarter's is a two-part issue. The first part considers
aspects of “publicness.” Doug Suisman, FAIA, looks at the public
space of the L.A. bus system. Michael Hallmark brings us up to
speed on the large-scale sports and entertainment venues
that have been returning to our city centers after decades of
suburban dislocation. Dorit Fromm, AlA, and Carol Shen, FAIA,
discuss the changing character of shopping malls and their
renewed dialogue with the traditional main street. And Bryan
Shiles offers some suggestions for the role of the public in
architectural decision-making.

Interestingly, Hallmark and Fromm and Shen
describe developments that are in line with a view expressed
by Michael Willis in the last number of arcCA. Describing his
firm's approach to the reinvigoration of failing public housing
projects, he says, “We now understand that the best thing that
can happen is to increase the links between housing and the
rest of the city... We go back and look at the networks. How is
this place connected to every part of the city? How would |
take a bus home? How would | drive home? How do | walk to a
park?.. We are arguing for increasing the links.” Similarly,
both sports arenas and malls are giving up their former isola-
tion in favor of connection with the surrounding public
context. Next quarter, we will explore this notion in the com-
plex landscape of maritime industry, as one among a broad
range of articles on water-related infrastructure.

The second half of this issue presents the 2001
AIACC Design Award winners. If it seems like we only just pub-
lished last year's winners, that's because we did. The 2000
Design Awards were slow getting off the press, as we were still
learning the ropes of our new publishing arrangement. Now
we're rolling. From here on out, you can expect the annual
Design Awards to appear, well, annually.

Since you probably still have the previous award's
issue on your desk-maybe over there, under that Sweet's CD,
which, in case you haven't figured it out, is a gift to AIACC
members from our publisher, McGraw-Hill-if you still have
that issue handy, you may want to compare the two sets of
winners. The 2000 roster included two affordable housing pro-
jects and a homeless drop-in center. Nothing like that in 2001,
leading one astute ed board member to wonder whether the
awards follow swings in national elections. (Lest anyone

imagine a more direct influence, | hasten to assure you that
it's been ages since I've spoken with Haley Barbour.) You will
draw your own conclusions, but one of them may be a confir-
mation of David Meckel's advice in the previous issue: “Every
jury is different and every pool of entries is different. Always
resubmit.”

The range of values that may be realized in the
built environment is broad, and the ways that they may
be realized are many. Each awards roster represents a cross-
section taken somewhere through those values and through
the ways of making them concrete; and each roster is implicitly
a critique of every other. Your responses to the awards and
our coverage of them, as well as to the articles on “public-
ness,” are encouraged. | will anticipate one response: that we
have, in both awards issues, neglected to feature any historic
preservation projects; to which | can only concede, mea culpa.
| will look for a way to remedy this slight in the coming year.

One last, lovely thing: arcCA has won another
award-a 2001 Component Excellence Award from the national
AIA. Lest you feel left out of the celebration, arcCA t-shirts
(black, long-sleeve, snappy) are still available. Just send a
check for $20, made out to “ELS arcCA t-shirts,” along with
your name, address, and size, to: ELS, 2040 Addison Street,
Berkeley, California, 94704.

Tim Culvahouse, editor
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Correspondence

Editor/

| wanted to write and tell you that the recent housing issue
was like a chapbook on the subject, a goal that former editor
Lian Hurst Mann mentioned in these pages several years ago.
The balance of articles about affordable, market rate, suburban,
and urban was skillful.

| was particularly interested in Jacqueline Leavitt's
piece on the Hope VI projects in Los Angeles. Sometimes the
government-and the design professionals it hires-do not
listen to their constituencies. | am afraid those constituen-
cies are not even recognized. TOOR's resistance to the San
Francisco Redevelopment Agency and the Bus Riders Union's
struggle against the Los Angeles MTA come to mind. Leavitt's
article reminds us of a key point: organizing is essential to
being heard.

Architects and planners are part of the political
process. When they recognize the political “context,” their
contributions may have significant “value” for the communi-
ties they serve. These two words should be retrieved from
the for-profit real estate market place and reinterpreted in a
different terrain. It is important to remember that our own
cultural bias, or our client's, can cause real suffering.

Kenneth Caldwell, Oakland, California

Editor/
Just a quick note to let you know | really enjoyed the latest
issue of arcCA (“Housing Complex"). All of the articles were
informative, provocative, insightful, and clear. | appreciate
your editorial efforts to advance the dialogue on this subject
matter. The mix of voices and perspectives challenged the
profession to push the boundaries of our thinking and prac-
tice about density and quality living. The selected authors also
offered up some exciting practical visions of how architects
and planners might address these challenges in our communi-
ties in the immediate future.

Shirl Buss, AlA, San Francisco, California

Editor/

Important developments are occurring in the world of L.A.
parks. Land is being set aside for recreation and open space
along the Los Angeles River, atop the Baldwin Hills, in High-
land Park, and at the Cornfield site. Neighborhood associa-
tions and other organizations long active in political contests
for more parks and playgrounds have garnered the authority
needed to convert plans into parkland. Significant public and
philanthropic funds are available to finance these efforts.
Both Los Angeles mayoral candidates endorsed plans to
improve existing parks and to develop additional sites.

Will the new mayor, former City Attorney James K.
Hahn, take the discussion of Los Angeles parks into more
ambitious territory? Will his election be marked by bold moves
toward comprehensive, as opposed to incremental, park plan-
ning? “More parks” was an uncontroversial, unimaginative
plank for a municipal election. Might the mayor and council
now enlarge the debate from the scale of discrete parks to big
ideas about the L.A. environment?

History offers a perspective on the question.
Seventy-one years ago, a group of Angelenos and urban plan-
ners unveiled an ambitious open-space plan for L.A. County.
Parks, Playgrounds and Beaches for the Los Angeles Region
was the product of a three-year effort sponsored by the Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce. The authors of the report
were the best-known landscape architecture firm in the
nation, Olmsted Brothers of Brookline, Mass., and the planning
firm Harland Bartholomew and Associates of St. Louis.

Describing a “crisis in the welfare of Los Angeles,”
Olmsted and Bartholomew urged immediate action. The county
had far fewer acres devoted to playgrounds and parks than
other metropolitan areas. The ratio of public space to residents
fell far below national standards. Bridging this shortfall would
become increasingly difficult as people moved into the region
and more land was developed for residences, businesses and
industry. Ensuring existing recreational amenities against
encroachment and setting aside additional sites for outdoor
play and leisure were the only solution.

In nearly 200 pages of text, diagrams, and pho-
tographs, the Olmsted-Bartholomew plan depicted a
coordinated system of neighborhood playgrounds and parks



