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Comment

Long ago and far away, when I was in architecture

school, I attended a presentation by a visiting L.A.

architect. From the tiers of the former medical

theater that served as the school's main lecture

hall, we looked down on a large, upright
cardboard box, the sort a refrigerator comes in.

The lights went down, a single slide projector
beam, sans image, shone on the box, and a voice

began: "Architecture is the magnif icent play of

forms In light."

Then, whaml From inside, something
smacked the box. The projector beam went off and

flashed back on. Again the voice: "Architecture is

f rozen music." Wham! Flash! "Architecture is..."

And over the course of a hundred comparable pro-

nouncements, Coy Howard slugged his way out of

that box. Or almost did.

Some of us are still slugging, and some of

us have spent the years gluing up sheets of
cardboard (literally or figuratively) to define
architecture.

ln my capacity as copy editor, I inquired of

one of this issue's authors what is intended by the

term "rigor." I have from time to time suspected

that when people call for rigor, what they're look-

ing for is the greater conformance of a peg to its
hole. And our author does allow as how the term

derives from the Latin for "rigid."

The question then arises, do we award
good fit, or a good hit-the satisfaction of expecta-

tions or the fist punching through the envelope?

Professlonal journals-at least those, like this one,

promulgated by professional organizations-are
not in the business of suggesting radical answers

to such questions, but we may note the dilemma.

By no means does the question diminish

the accomplishments of the Design Awards win-

ners featured here. The question is not about the

quality of particular projects, but about what cate-

gories of endeavor we consider worthy. And this is

a question we will, as we should, continue to ask

ourselves. Accordingly, around the featured pro-
jects are articles that look at the process of
redefining the Design Awards program itself, that
consider changes over time in Sunsef magazine's

awards, and that review the curatorial choices of a

recent exhibition. There are also more immediate-

ly practical suggestions for future applicants, as

well as a look at a house that once tied for ninth

place.

Our hope is that you may find something

to applaud, something to holler about, something

to remark upon one way or the other. arcCA's
"Correspondence" section has returned after an

issue's absence, and lwant to keep it filled.
Because otherwise the editorial life is a lonesome,

garreted one, and aslde from press releases (lively

reading), the only correspondence I can count on

are e-messages from our editorial board, ending

with remarks along the lines of "eru, IMHo, the

adjective 'frisky' ought proper'ty to be

appLied onLy to nonagenarians and terriers,"
"lMHO," indeed. Not that I don't enjoy a

well-argued point of diction, now and again. But

you follow my drift. So please keep writing. o
Tim Culvahouse, editor

p.s. Speaking of awards, we are honored to report

that arcCA won first place in the "Most lmproved

Magazine/Journal" category of the American
Society of Association Executives' Gold Circle

Awards for the year 2000. Look for arcCA t-shirts,

based on our new graphics, coming soon, and sup-

port our continued improvement.



Paft of me lil<es
to be creative.

(All of mewonts itto be eosy)

Easy is my middle name. Corian@ solid

sudaces give me an easy-to-clean,

renewable material backed by a lO-year

limited transferable warranty. lt's a level

of style and comfort that frees me up

to enjoy it ond anything else I want to do.

For Samples and Literature Call

Southern California
Pinnacle Distribution Concepts
(877) s90-s998

SOLID SURFACES
COR[AN"

@,

Northern California
Butler-Johnson Corp.
(800) 776-2167 ext. 3047

CO
GO

L IN
ON

ASSO IAT E S

Consultants in Noise &
Vibration

Microelectronics
. Offices

. Test Focilities
. Reseorch Loborotories

. lndustriol plonts
. Hotels ond Resorts

. Schools ond Universities
. Convention Centers

4l I Borel Ave., Suite 425
Son Moteo, CA 94402 USA

Tel.: 1.650.358.9577
Fox.: 1.650.358.9430

E-moil: cggordon@eorthlink.net
www,cgondo.com

a

Williams Scotsman's Partnership with Architects . . . .

A Better Building Process.

Sacramento
(707) 4sr-3000

Fax (707) 451-4000

A Williams Scotsman

Building can be ready

for occupancy in about

half the time and. in

most cases. for less

money than a tradi-

tional building.

Los Angeles
(s62) 903-9200

Fax (562) 903-9210

!'loduhr Building\ And l\,lore.

Williams Scotsman

wants to work with you.

Give us a call at

800-782-1500 today for

more infbrmation on

how we can help you

serve your clients space

needs.

800-782-1500

www.willscot.com
Email: info@ willscot.com

SCOTSMAN
WILI-IAMS

Fry



Contributors

Tim Culvahouse, AlA, is Adlunct Steward Prof essor in the

Department of Architecture at CCAC (California College of

Arts and Crafts), an architect with Peterson Architects in San

Francisco, and editor of arcCA.

Lisa Findley, AlA, is an architect and artist practicing in

0akland, an Affiliate Associate Professor in the Department of

Architecture at CCAC, a contributing editor for Architectural

Record, and a member of lle arcCA editorial board.

Daniel Gregory, Ph.D., Associate AlA, is home editor for

Sunset magazine and a member ol lhe arcCA editorial board

Camille Kirk is the principal of Context Research & Map-

ping, a consulting firm that provides research, analysis.

and strategic planning to clients workinq with the built envi-

ronment. She can be emailed at: cmkirk@concentric.net.

Ms. Kirk would like to thank Elizabeth A. T. Smith for the gener-

ous amount of time she devoted to a telephone

interview, as well as for the very pleasurable nature of that

conversation. Additionally, she owes lsabelle Duvivier, Anne

Zimmerman, and Tim Culvahouse a debt of gratitude

for their thoughtful discussions with the author throughout

the writing of this article.

John Loomis, AlA, is Chair of the Department of

Architecture at CCAC and an executive editor of Desiqn Eook

Review.He is the author of The Architecture of Revolution:

Cuba's Forgotten Art Schools (New York: Princeton Architec-

tural Press,1998) and of the forthcoming A House for lVeston

Havens by Harwell Hanilton Harris.

David Meckel, FAIA, outgoing Vice President of Communl

cations/Public Affairs of the AIACC, is Dean of the School of

Architectural Studies at CCAC and principal of Meckel Design

Consulting ln San Anselmo.

Lisa Padilla, AlA, is an associate partner in the Los Angeles

office of Zimmer Gunsul Frasca Partnership, where her

project focus is urban design and master planning for public

and private institutions. She is a member of lhe arcCA

editorial board.

Barton Phelps, FAIA, is Adjunct Professor in the School of

the Arts and Architecture at UCLA, principal in the Los Angeles

firm of Barton Phelps & Associates, and a member ollhe arcCA

editorial board. ln 1996 he chaired the national AIA Committee

on Design and prior to that was chair of the Awards Task

Group that restructured the Honor Awards Program to make it

more inclusive of diversity in architectural practice.

Buzz Yudell, FAIA, ls Adlunct Professor in the School of the

Arts and Architecture at UCLA, a partner in the firm of Moore,

Ruble, Yudell in Santa Monica, and a member of the arcC,4

editorial board.

Anne Zimmerman, AlA, is principal of AZ Architecture

Studio in Santa Monica, a firm focusing on quality design for

the public realm and the underserved, inspired by place and

urban issues. She is a member of the arcCl editorial board.

5



comm I
lntegral

a tment
r

EsccrFrELtrr"

CHROwith AdMIX' resmixtu provides

S u perior systemThe

at

system

Worldwide availability
!-800-800-9900

or info@scofield.com
Local Office: {949} 756-0770

Changing the way the world looks at corrcrete.
@ L.M Scorield Conp.ny (USA)2m. Att rights.6.erv6d

CHROMIX is a .!giBt€red tradomail of 6€ L.M. Scofistd Company

S RO
HOUSING CORPORAT ON F{ ncnrrrcruRE cAN BE A powERFUL TooL

in awakening both sociaI justice and beauty in a

society which may have lost its way. We woutd tike

to thank the team of Michaet Lehrer Architects,

Robert Vairo Construction, Adete Bass & Company,

LAHSA and Los Angetes Mayor Richard Riordan for

creating a project that is being honored with a

2OO1 INSTITUTE HONOR AWARD

by the American lnstitute of Architects

Awards were the furthest thing from our minds.

The Los Angetes Hometess Drop-ln Center was

buitt for our hometess brothers and sisters.

Y

N/AY IT INSPIRE OTHERS.

SRO

354 S. Spring Street Suite 400

LosAngeles CA90013
213.229.9640

ai

li

i.
:::...

Scofieldleetituteby the


