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T r e n d s  o f  t h e  t r a d e

Report Released on Sustainable Landscape Design 
A report released will help usher sustainable landscape design 
into mainstream use. Featuring over 200 recommendations for 
designing and building sustainable landscapes, the report is 
part of the Sustainable Sites Initiative, a partnership between 
the American Society of Landscape Architects, the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center at the University of Texas at Austin 
and the U.S. Botanic Garden to create voluntary guidelines and 
a rating system for sustainable landscape design. The report is 
available at www.sustainablesites.org. Released in November 
and representing findings by 32 experts in fields ranging from 
design and construction to soils, hydrology, and public health, the 
Preliminary Report on Standards and Guidelines examines the 
positive environmental impact sustainable landscapes offer. For 
example, appropriate vegetation can help control erosion, filter 
out pollutants, provide habitat for wildlife and pollinators, and 
infuse oxygen into the air. The preliminary report, the first of three 
for the Sustainable Sites Initiative, also details practices that 
degrade landscapes and should be avoided, as well as techniques 
for designing landscapes that benefit the environment. A primary 
purpose of releasing this preliminary work is to solicit feedback, 
comments, and additional information via the Sustainable Sites 
Initiative’s Web site. Comments are due by Jan. 11. 
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Offices statewide

866.722.2547
rkci.com

• Engineering

• Environmental

• Facilities

• Geotechnical

• Infrastructure

• Testing

AMANDA WEST
Business Development

awest@wjhw.com (email)
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Last spring, 21 designers from WHR Archi-
tects embarked on a nine-day tour of Japan. The 
firm’s principals intended the experience to be 
more than just a trip to look at buildings. They 
wanted to create a shared frame of reference, 
encourage collaboration, and broaden design 
consciousness among their staff. 

“We took this step because we wanted our 
architects, interior designers and planners to be 
able to spend time together, away from the inter-
ruptions of the office, experiencing world-class 
architecture and focusing their conversations on 
a wide range of design topics,” says David Wat-
kins, FAIA, the firm’s chairman and founding 
principal. “We also hoped to establish a common 
bond among those in our firm we consider part 
of our next generation of leadership.”

WHR selected Japan because of its rich com-
bination of historic and contemporary projects. 
The itinerary ranged from Tokyo’s Ginza district 
(top left) to the sixteenth-century Osaka Castle 
(top right), as well as the offices of leading archi-
tectural practices, among them Tadao Ando 
Architects and Nikken Sekkei Architects.

Seeking to break down internal barriers, 
the firm intentionally included shareholders, 
mid-level practitioners, and promising young 
interns. A few observations follow:

The trip was not solely concerned with touring. It 
was about the human element of design and an 
interactive, collaborative design process. I was 
instantly connected to my peers through discussions 
and continuous design dialogue. 

—Michael Poscovsky, architectural intern

The word that most clearly defined Japan for me is 
“co-existence.” We saw tremendous sensitivity to 
nature in designing built environments. They co-
exist and blend into one another. 

—Bhargav Goswami, AIA, principal

Imagine my luck to spend some time in a hospital 
designed by the very architect we traveled all this 
way to visit. Suffering from food poisoning I was 
admitted to Kaisei Hospital in Kobe, designed by 
Tadao Ando. The design of this building addressed 
each of the senses directly and, in subtle ways, made 

a difference in my experience. The room was full of 
diffused light, a cool sea breeze, and the sounds and 
smells of a peaceful neighborhood. 

—Wulf Focke, Assoc. AIA, associate

We benefited from observing the elegance and sim-
plicity of Japanese design. Having fewer options 
in space and resources, Japanese design solutions 
are driven by complexity and constraint—simple, 
elegant, and rich. 

—Lia Johnson, AIA, associate

The Japanese are very passionate about the art in 
architecture. The attention to detail was evident 
in every project we visited. Everything was clearly 
thought out and designed to perform. The architect 
takes on a greater role during construction and, 
working with the contractor, shares more team 
spirit and pride in getting the best result possible. I 
did not hear anyone mention “value engineering.” 
Need I say more?

 —Anthony Haas, AIA, principal

Nancy Egan works with design firms as an image consultant.

Studies Abroad
While touring Japan, colleagues from WHR Architects expanded their horizons
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Whether you are an architect seeking a 
high-end metal building system
solution or a contractor needing a

building of unsurpassed quality and value, 
consider our team your team and make your
plans a reality. You’ll be glad you did. You have
our word on it. For more information visit  
www.reddotbuildings.com/ta
or call 1-800-657-2234.
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	 architect	Pierce	Goodwin	Alexander	&	Linville,	Dallas			
	general	contractor	Hunt	Construction	Group,	Dallas		
	masonry	contractor	Skinner	Masonry,	Mesquite	tx

info@blacksonbrick.com   
blacksonbrick.com  
 214-855-5051  

Collin	County	Courthouse
McKinney tx

Arriscraft Stone 

30 standard colors

dressed, rustic sawn, 
rockface textures

standard masonry 
installation practices

sealing not required

lifetime warranty

custom colors 
available

color:	Olive
finish:	Dressed

1ft	x	2ft
Arriscraft Stone

 

The stately reserve of historical 

Texas courthouses rises anew in 

the crisp, monumental scale of 

smooth Arriscraft stone. Crafted with 

individuality using Natural Edge™ 

technology, Arriscraft stone offers 

flexibility and finesse in design, with 

clarity and material consistency that 

are the envy of Nature itself.

Texas	History
For	a	New
Century
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