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Circle 26 on the reader service card

Circle 81 on the reader service card

Available from the manufacturers’ 
exclusive representative:

866-847-5112  940-243-7617  fax 877-886-0780
Austin  Colleyville  Denton  Fort Worth Alliance  Frisco  Houston  Mansfield  Mesquite 

Improve
YourView

Available from the manufacturers’ 
exclusive representative:

866-847-5112  940-243-7617  fax 877-886-0780
Austin  Colleyville  Denton  Fort Worth Alliance  Frisco  Houston  Mansfield  Mesquite

Legendary 
craftsmanship 
and roofing character 
for discerning architects:
• Ludowici Clay Tiles
• Hilltop Slate
• North Country Black Slate

Legendary 
craftsmanship 
and roofing character 
for discerning architects:
• Ludowici Clay Tiles
• Hilltop Slate
• North Country Black Slate
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Circle 212 on the reader service card

Circle 202 on the reader service card

Circle 72 on the reader service card

Circle 84 on the reader service card

Comprehensive Design Guide for Structural Wood Systems Available
The Engineered Wood Association recently updated and published Fire 

Rated Systems, a comprehensive design and construction guide for 

structural wood systems. This publication is designed to give architects, 

builders and specifiers the latest information regarding cost-effective, 

fire-rated construction systems. 

The 28-page guide contains new details for both one and two-hour fire-

rated assemblies including load-bearing interior wall systems, combustible 

floor/ceiling and roof/ceiling systems, and rim board assemblies. Updated 

tables include flame spread classification requirements for interior finish, 

fire-resistive requirements for structural components, and allowable height 

and building areas based on the type of construction. 

The publication is available online at www.apawood.org/pdfs/man-

aged/W305.pdf. 

Residential Design Symposium Scheduled Jan 12, 2005
The fourth annual Residential Design Symposium is scheduled for Jan 

12, 2005, one day in advance of the opening of the National Association 

of Home Builders (NAHB) International Builders Show (IBS) in Orlando, 

Florida. Last year’s attendance at the IBS show in Las Vegas drew a 

record -breaking 104,000 attendees and NAHB expects another record 

in Orlando. The one-day residential design symposium will be held at the 

Marriott Downtown in Orlando. 

Adding to the synergy, the Residential Design Symposium will take 

place the day after the National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA) 

State and Province Association Alliance meetings, also being held in 

Orlando. This will provide the opportunity for attendance by state and 

province leaders to sponsor and bring builders from their local markets 

along to the symposium and show. NCMA also encourages its members 

to support the symposium by sponsoring a builder to the symposium from 

their local market. In most cases, these builders already will be attending 

the IBS in Orlando.

The preliminary agenda includes a tour of some of the concrete 

masonry IBS Show Homes in Baldwin Park and presentations by David 

Weekly Homes, a company ranked 23rd out of the 100 largest volume 

builders list in the United States and the most recognized builder in 

America. 

For more information contact Harry Junk at (703) 713-1900 or 

hjunk@ncma.org. 
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Circle 212 on the reader service card

Circle 202 on the reader service card

Circle 72 on the reader service card

Circle 84 on the reader service card

Comprehensive Design Guide for Structural Wood Systems Available
The Engineered Wood Association recently updated and published Fire 

Rated Systems, a comprehensive design and construction guide for 

structural wood systems. This publication is designed to give architects, 

builders and specifi ers the latest information regarding cost-effective, 

fi re-rated construction systems. 

The 28-page guide contains new details for both one and two-hour fi re-

rated assemblies including load-bearing interior wall systems, combustible 

fl oor/ceiling and roof/ceiling systems, and rim board assemblies. Updated 

tables include fl ame spread classifi cation requirements for interior fi nish, 

fi re-resistive requirements for structural components, and allowable height 

and building areas based on the type of construction. 

The publication is available online at www.apawood.org/pdfs/man-

aged/W305.pdf. 

Residential Design Symposium Scheduled Jan 12, 2005
The fourth annual Residential Design Symposium is scheduled for Jan 

12, 2005, one day in advance of the opening of the National Association 

of Home Builders (NAHB) International Builders Show (IBS) in Orlando, 

Florida. Last year’s attendance at the IBS show in Las Vegas drew a 

record -breaking 104,000 attendees and NAHB expects another record 

in Orlando. The one-day residential design symposium will be held at the 

Marriott Downtown in Orlando. 

Adding to the synergy, the Residential Design Symposium will take 

place the day after the National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA) 

State and Province Association Alliance meetings, also being held in 

Orlando. This will provide the opportunity for attendance by state and 

province leaders to sponsor and bring builders from their local markets 

along to the symposium and show. NCMA also encourages its members 

to support the symposium by sponsoring a builder to the symposium from 

their local market. In most cases, these builders already will be attending 

the IBS in Orlando.

The preliminary agenda includes a tour of some of the concrete 

masonry IBS Show Homes in Baldwin Park and presentations by David 

Weekly Homes, a company ranked 23rd out of the 100 largest volume 

builders list in the United States and the most recognized builder in 

America. 

For more information contact Harry Junk at (703) 713-1900 or 

hjunk@ncma.org. 

Circle 16 on the reader service card

Acme Brick Company
Acme’s new Elgin, Texas plant which is 

producing “Acme Handmades” is the fi rst 

molded brick plant west of the Mississippi. 

The soft textures and random folds and 

edges of this distintive product will provide 

an individual look to any project.

(800) 792-1234 

Acme Brick is proud to be a 
sponsor of The Shape of Texas 

Radio Program.
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Circle 16 on the reader service card

Acme Brick Company
Acme’s new Elgin, Texas plant which is 

producing “Acme Handmades” is the first 

molded brick plant west of the Mississippi. 

The soft textures and random folds and 

edges of this distintive product will provide 

an individual look to any project.

(800) 792-1234 

Acme Brick is proud to be a 
sponsor of The Shape of Texas 

Radio Program.
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Misdirected lighting and glare threatens to obscure our view of the heavens

Cosmic Loss

When I heard the learn’d astronomer;
When the proofs, the figures, were ranged in columns 

before me;
When I was shown the charts and the diagrams, to 

add, divide, and measure them;
When I, sitting, heard the astronomer where he lec-

tured with much applause in the lecture-room,
How soon, unaccountable, I became tired and sick;
Till rising and gliding out, I wandered off by 

myself,
In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to 

time,
Look’d up in perfect silence at the stars.

—Walt Whitman

Our eyes have never witnessed anything more 
distant than a star. At the moment starlight 
reaches our eyes, we are experiencing the end 
of a cosmic odyssey that began before human 
beings existed. Stars are windows into dis-
tant worlds; but as a result of poorly designed 
lighting, we are drawing the shades over these 
windows. The International Astronomical 
Union warns that if our current lighting trends 
continue, the Earth could soon lose its view of 
the stars completely.

dioxide that is produced, lighting can be more of a 
pollutant than cars. Because of the nature of energy 
production, wasted and ineffective lighting results 
each year in the emission of more than one mil-
lion tons of carbon dioxide – a major contributor 
to global warming, according to many scientists 
– into the Earth’s atmosphere.

While increased lighting is considered criti-
cal to security, the U.S. Department of Justice 
reports no correlation between levels of bright-
ness and levels of crime. In fact, many studies 
suggest the opposite—our natural visual acuity 
is actually hindered by excess lighting and glare 
tricks the human eye into perceiving adjacent 
areas to be darker than they are.

By following four elementary lighting concepts, 
we can preserve the night skies for future genera-
tions: shield it, point it down, don’t use more than 
you need, and turn it off when you’re done.

f r a n k  j a c o b u s ,  a s s o c .  A I A

For more information, contact the International 
Dark-Sky Association at www.darksky.org

Frank Jacobus, Assoc. AIA, works with Nader Design Group 
in Fort Worth.

Visibility of the starry sky should be regarded 
as a basic human right. Viewing the stars con-
nects us to the multitude of generations that 
preceded us. We see and experience the same 
starry configurations as our grandparents and 
their grandparents before them. Our children’s 
right to enjoy this heavenly presence is being 
stripped from them by our current lifestyle and 
the light pollution that it creates.

Misdirected (unshielded) light and glare are 
two forms of poorly designed lighting that have 
a negative impact on star visibility. More than 
30 percent of the light from an average street 
light never hits the street. Instead, the wasted 
light spills upward and reflects off the atmo-
sphere causing what is known as “sky glow,” 
which obscures views of the heavens. Glare 
– the result of excess wattage – from building 
lighting adjacent to highways can negatively 
affect driver visibility and is a major cause of 
traffic accidents. In the United States alone, the 
cost of over-lighting is estimated at more than 
$1 billion each year.

The ecological affects of over-lighting are 
disastrous as well. Oftentimes, because of the use 
of coal to generate energy and the resultant carbon 
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Please visit us on the internet: www.acmebrick.com

or check the phone directory to contact your 

local Acme Brick Company sales office. 

Or please call 1-800-792-1234.

Welcome home to our range

“For this design, we found brick to be the perfect 
material to help us capture the spirit of the 
nearby Palo Duro Canyon. Acme Brick 
provided the large palette necessary to create 
the subtle striations and sculptural qualities.”
—Elizabeth Chu Richter, AIA, Richter Architects

Texas Travel Information Center, Amarillo  
Owner: Texas Department of Transportation   
Architect: Richter Architects, Corpus Christi   
General Contractor: Plains Builders, Inc., Amarillo   
Masonry Contractor: Broadus Masonry, Inc., Amarillo
Photographers: Craig Blackmon, AIA, BlackInk; David Richter, FAIA (snow)

The multicolored layers of Palo Duro Canyon 
enliven the open range of Texas. Striations in 
the canyon walls inspired the design of a nearby 
visitors’ center. Here, vibrant masonry hues 
recall a familiar feature of the state’s landscape: 
the distinctive colors of Acme Brick. Texans have 
built with Acme more than with any other brick, 
since 1891. Today, more than ever, selecting Acme 
means coming home to trusted quality and style. 

Winner, 2003 Brick in Architecture Award

Circle 16 on the reader service card

Acme Amarillo ND04.indd   1Acme Amarillo ND04.indd   1 10/11/04   11:13:52 AM10/11/04   11:13:52 AM



Champions School of Real Estate, Coppell, TX

ARCHITECT

Jacobs & Associates, Dallas

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Smith Commercial Contracting
Inc., Houston

MASONRY CONTRACTOR

R.O.C. Construction, Dallas

twenty standard colors
four textures

installs like brick
sealing not required

guaranteed for life of building
custom colors available

BlacksonBrickCo.
214-855-5051  www.blacksonbrick.com  

info@blacksonbrick.com  

Arriscraft offers the tradition and beauty of
natural stone in a material that performs better,
weathers more gracefully, and soothes a
budget. No other material matches the smooth
elegance and rugged intensity of Arriscraft
stone. Its design flexibility and material
consistency are the envy of Nature itself.

turning corners like a champ

Circle 06 on the reader service card




