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While spinning around on the Dallas Zoo’s new carousel, 
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Play and Learn

Call it a revolving classroom or education by rotation, the Endangered Species Carousel at the Dallas 
Zoo teaches children about animals threatened with extinction. The 36-foot-diameter custom merry-go-
round opened last March and immediately proved to be a big hit. “It’s very, very popular. They seem to love 
it, youngsters and adults alike, because they have never seen a carousel with anything other than horses on 
it,” says Larry Randolph, the zoo’s guest relations supervisor.

Among the 30 “jumpers” and “standers” are black and white rhinoceroses, a gorilla, and an okapi. (Native 
to the dense forests of West Africa, the imperiled Okapia johnstoni looks like a zebra, but its closest living 
relative is the giraffe). The okapi figure – shown above at far left – is unique, created specifically for the Dallas 
Zoo, recognized nationally for its successful okapi breeding program and behavioral research. Other exotic 
breeds in the spinning menagerie are a tiger, a lion, an ostrich, and an elephant. There’s even an extinct 
species represented—a Triceratops, the crested and three-horned dinosaur.

The Dallas firm of GSR Andrade Architects worked with the client to design a pavilion to shelter the carousel, 
custom built for the zoo by Chance Rides of Wichita, Kansas. Located prominently on the zoo’s entry plaza, the 
structure reflects Texas vernacular traditions with its metal roof and tapered columns clad in multicolored 
limestone. Built-in cedar benches provide parents a place to sit and watch their children play and learn.

S t e p h e n  S h a r p e

Stephen Sharpe is editor of Texas Architect.

kids discover endangered animals.

CR
AI

G 
BL

AC
KM

ON
, A

IA

GS
R 

Andrad



e 

arc
h

it
ec

ts



We’ve been building schools for over 20 years and the numbers are adding up. Senior  

personnel with a collective l82 years in the industry, an on-staff  liaison with 30 years in  

education, a long list of  work completed on time and on budget, lots of  repeat business, 

and a proprietary Value Plus™ delivery system that helps 

us build the kind of  schools we’re proud to send our own 

kids to. When you add it all up, the answer is Coronado 

Builders. Call us today and assign us some school work.

Dallas Office • 4308 Avondale, Suite 200 • Dallas, Texas 75219 • Phone (214) 219 - 3250 • Fax (214) 219 - 4498 • www.coronadobuilders.com

Fort Worth Office • 420 Throckmorton Street, Suite 740 • Fort Worth, Texas 76102 • Phone (817) 336 - 0696 • Fax (817) 336 - 0649 

Construction Services Since 1977
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Blackson 
 Brick Co.

214-855-5051  
www.blacksonbrick.com  
marc@blacksonbrick.com  

Discover the
advantages

of Arriscraft stone:

nine standard colors
.

four textures
.

installs like brick
.

no sealing required
.

guaranteed for 
life of building

.
custom colors

available
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computer 
scientific 
structure

Engineering & Computer Science Complex
University of Texas at Dallas

architect 
F&S Partners Inc., Dallas

general contractor 
Centex Construction Inc., Dallas

masonry contractor 
Dee Brown Inc., Dallas

No other material matches the smooth elegance and rugged 
intensity of Arriscraft stone. Its design flexibility and material 

consistency are the envy of Nature itself.
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