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The Parish Hall of the 
Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in Houston has 
been selected by mem
bers of the Houston 
Chapter, TSA-AIA as 
representative of re
cent work in the Chap
ter area. The church 
also won a statewide 
TSA award in the 

Texas Architecture — 
1956" competition. 
Architect: Paul H. El
liott, TSA-AIA of Hous
ton.
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vented, offer closed-door broiling and instant-control 
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In a few weeks, my term as presi
dent of the Texas Society of Architects 
will have ended. As you will note in 

this issue, Fred J.

Lee R. Buttrill, TSA-AIA 
Max Brooks, TSA-AIA 
Terrell R. Harper, TSA-AlA 
Albert S. Golemon. TSA-AIA 
Nolan Barrick, TSA-AIA 
Edward L. Wilson, TSA-AIA

San Antonio 
Austin

news articles in 
MacKie of Houston becomes TSA presi
dent on January 1, with Reginald H. 
Roberts of San Antonio, vice-president, 
and Robert P. Woltz of Fort Worth,
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This has been a pleasont and a 
stimulating year, at the head of a rap
idly growing and active group of more 
than 1000 architects. There have been 
some significant accomplishments dur
ing the 12 months just post, among 
them the excellent convention just con
cluded in Corpus Christi with a very 
fine total registration in excess of 600. 
I must credit the progress made in 
1956 to the exceptional group of men 
who served with me as officers and as 

embers of the board of directors of 
TSA. They, with the local Chapter of
ficials over Texas, are primarily re
sponsible for continual gains toward 
making the architects of this state of 
maximum service to its people.
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THE ARCHITECT AND HIS COMMUNITY

Waller T. Rolfe, TSA-FAIA of Houston, who served as moderator of the 
seventeenth annual convention of ISA at Corpus Christi November 1-2, has 
caught the entire spirit of the convention theme, “The Architect and His Com
munity” in summarizing the seminar sessions. Our TSA headquarters staff in Aus

tin, headed by John G. Flowers, Jr., 
executive director, also deserves great 
credit for TSA's continued progress in 
1956.

Mr. Rolfe states: “In each community, whether the village, town, city or 
nation, there is always a unique opportunity for improvement, future planning, 
and the enlarged concept of community development. The architect and his 
planning profession see in these raw resources greater opportunities than do 
most lay people. It is, therefore, his personal duty to his community to point out 
these opportunities and to stimulate proper leadership in the development of 
these resources for improved environment, beautification, and social progress.”

Looking ahead to 1957, the centen
nial year of the American Institute of 
Architects, with what should be an ex
ceptionally fine exhibit of “Texas Ar- 

1 957” as well as our an
nual TSA convention in Dallas, I know 
that Mr. MacKie will have a most suc
cessful term of office. Again my thonks 
to all for their help in 1956.

chitectunThis admirably states one of the great opportunities for service which is open 
to the architect in every community. The full text of Mr. Rolfe's summary, as well 
as several papers at the convention which ore being made available, should be 
studied not only by every architect in Texas, but by everyone concerned with 
community progress — which means of course every Texan.
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Registration Hits 600 For TSA 
At Successful Corpus Christi Convention
MacKie, Roberts, Woltz 
Fehr Named To Head 
Society In 1957

TSA held one of its most successful 
conventions in Corpus Christi Novem
ber 1-2, with Fred J. MacKie of Hous
ton named president to succeed R. 
Max Brooks of Austin at the conclusion 
of the two-day sessions attended by 
more than 600.

The theme of the convention, "The 
Architect & His Community", was em
phasized in a series of fine addresses 
and seminars.

The keynote speaker, Keen Johnson 
of Louisville, Ky., vice-president of 
Reynolds Metals Company and former 
governor of Kentucky, got the conven
tion off to a splendid start after par
ticularly fitting remarks by Walter T. 
Rolfe, TSA-FAIA of Houston, moderator.

Governor Johnson traced the long 
history of architecture as a factor in 
shaping changing civilizations. He 
noted how the genius of the architect 
leaves its stamp upon every era, mak
ing the practitioner of this ancient pro
fession capable of having a tremen
dous effect upon the community.

New TSA Officials
These men were named to head TSA In 1957 at the Corpus Christi convention. Left to 

right: Reginald H. Roberts, San Antonio, vice-president; Fred J. MacKie. Houston, president; 
Arthur Fehr. Austin, secretary-treasurer; and Robert P. Wolh. Fort Worth, second vice- 
president. All four will take office January I.

importance of community activity for 
the architect in any land.

The first day’s formal program con
cluded with a lecture by Ralph Myers, 
AIA of Kansas City, on "Architecture— 
Mexico," Mr. Myers' excellent presen
tation, illustrated with new color slides 
which are to be the basis for a forth
coming film, was unfortunately marred 
by technical difficulties.

SPEECH BY HENRY L WRIGHT
Friday’s opening seminar session be

gan with an exceptional address by 
Henry L. Wright, FAIA of Los Angeles, 
speaking on an architect in his com
munity. Mr. Wright, a particularly ef
fective speaker, discussed the theme 
of the convention in terms of commun
ity participation by Los Angeles prac
titioners. His remarks were then taken 
up by a panel composed of Mr. Chate- 
lain and other AIA officials Including 
John Richards, vice-president; Raymond 
Kastendieck, treasurer; Edward L. Wil
son, secretary; and Edmund Purves, 
executive director.

The traditional awards luncheon v/as 
held Friday. Certificates were pre
sented to all "Texas Architecturi 
1956" winners (announced with pic
tures in November, 1956 Issue) and 
to student winners in various compe
titions which are separately covered 
In this issue.

FULL SOCIAL SCHEDULE
The convention closed with a semi

nar on architectural education, featur
ing Phillip Creer of Texas University, 
Theo Holleman of Texas A & M, Rich
ard Lilliott of the University of Houston, 
James C. Morehead, Jr. of Rice Insti
tute, and Robert I. Lockard, Texas 
Tech, end the final business session 
and election of officers.

A full social schedule including a 
golf tourney, two cocktail parties, a 
costume party, and the traditional 
President’s Dinner-Dance was enjoyed 
by delegates and their wives.

The 1957 TSA convention was voted 
for Dallas.
Five Awards Given 
By Texas Concrete 
Masonry Association

Five $150 awards to architectural 
students were announced at the Corpus 
Christi convention by the Texas Con
crete Masonry Association.

Recipients were: Texas A & M, Kirby 
M. Keahey (Mr. Keahey was also the 
grand prize winner in the Clay Prod
ucts Association of the Southwest com
petition); Rice Institute, John M. O'
Brien; Texas Tech, Bill Jackson; Uni
versity of Houston, Donald Minzen- 
mayer; and Texas University, individual 
winner to be named later.

RECORDED MOSES ADDRESS

At the first luncheon session, the 
feature was a recorded address by 
Commissioner Robert Moses, one of Ihe 
most interesting and provocalive 
speakers of today. Americon Institute 
of Architects President Leon Chatelain 
of Washington, D. C., also gave a 
splendid talk emphasizing how the na
tionwide program of the AIA helps Ihe 
individual architect to render better 
services to his community.

W. H. Sindt of Fort Worth, regional 
administrator for the Housing Home 
Finance Agency, opened the first after
noon seminar session with an informa
tive address on urban renewal. Mr. 
Sindt's well-documented talk was of 
particular interest because Corpus 
Christi is the first city In Texas to take 
advantage of Federal funds to under
write local studies in urban renewal.

SPLENDID SPEECH BY CONTRERAS
Carlos Contreras, the noted Mexican 

architect, followed with a particularly 
fine address on the place of the Latin- 
American architect in his community. 
Mr. Contreras, whose work is Inler- 
nationaliy known, gave a witty and 
knowledgable talk which was one of 
the features of the convention. He re
vealed a deep understanding of the
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community. He can be the guiding 
spirit for the community. This does 
not mean thot he should engage in 
politics to accomplish those ends. He 
probably could do better to remain 
as counsel for all groups rather than 
the crusader for one. He becomes 
more of the contributor to the stature 
of the profession by remaining inde
pendent and impersonal, but inter
ested and active.

There is a fine career in any com
munity for the architect. He simply 
needs to go there, live and perform. 
Whether the community be a small 
town, a medium city, or o large city, 
the opportunity still exists.

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
Once he has selected his com

munity, he should take a sharpened 
and intelligent interest in all of its 
offairs. He should work on public re
lations programs for the betterment 
of the community, again keeping the 
human touch. His counsel must be 
sought rather than be promoted by 
him. This means the taking of more 
time and the having of greater pa
tience. Once he has helped the com- 

IC^nt/n-.'ed on page 9)

Summary of Remarks
by Walter T. Rolfe

TSA-FAIA, moderator at TSA Convention Seminars

The architect, because of his train
ing, travel, experience, and his 
tice, is in a unique position to be 
usually helpful in his community. The 
community as defined by this 
is a

public interest and welfare. Through 
these contributions, he becomes a 
friend of the community and is looked 
upon with dignity, respect, and 
honor. He is looked to for inspiration 
and guidance. He is enjoyed by his 
neighbors. The leadership of the 
munity looks to him. His Ideas 
sought and his counsel followed 
where he has found the secret of the 
way to offer his talents and

ARCHITECT AS GUIDING SPIRIT

The community should always be 
appraising its assets toward mojor 
master planning for its future. How 
can it accomplish its real mission? 
What are its unique human and nat
ural resources? What of the develop
ment of those resources? All these 
and many more major questions arise 
in the natural life of any community. 
It is at this point the architect can be 
of very great service in helping to 
plan for the proper use of these re
sources in the long range plan of his

prac-
un

seminar
body politic, whether village, 

town, city, county, or state. In the 
larger sense, it also means nations 
and communities of notions. It really 
means little how small or large—the 
spirit is the same.

corn-
ore

services.I think of the Latin American world 
community composed of 

people from South, Central and 
North America. We have so much in 
common. We are all port of a great 
new western world—a world rich in 
resources, tremendous areas of land, 
and a heritage of strong desire for 
freedom. That is why this convention 
has invited its Latin American neigh
bors to participate in the 
on this timely subject. The uniqueness 
of the concept of the architect In his 
community in the Americas 
emphasize.

also as a

seminars

we now

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY EXISTS

In each community, whether the 
village, town, city, or nation, there is 
always a unique opportunity for im
provement, future planning, and the 
enlarged concept of community de
velopment. The architect and his plan
ning profession see In these raw re
sources greater opportutilties than do 
most lay people. It is, therefore, his 
personal duty to his community to 
point out these opportunities and to 
stimulate proper leadership in the 
development of these resources for 
improved environment, beautification, 
and social progress.

The architect enjoys several rela
tions with his community. First, he is 
the practitioner or the teocher. His 
own integrity In practice, both of 
these fields being assumed as prac
tice, is one of inspiration. He is a 
planner and a creator of beautiful 
environment. He solves the problems 
of his clients and their community 
within their needs and abilities to 
pay.

Featherlite Competition Winner
Key Kolb. Jr. of Texas A & M College was grand prize winner in the $2500 Featheflite 

Corporation competition, results of which were announced at the Corpus Christ!
The grand prize carried a cash award of $500.

Second prize at the convention 
Texas A & M.

Individua

convention.
The next contribution of the archi

tect in his community is that beyond 
his personal practice. In this area he 
is a living illustration through his ot- 
titudes, his character, and his person
ality. Here again he affords a con
tribution above the normal toward the

went to the University of Houston, and third prize to

prize winners at the various competing schools were as follows:
Texas A & M: John O. Greer, first; Mr. Kolb, second; W, A, Shenlland, third.
University of Houston; Leon Chambers, first; John McMahon, second; Joe Savarino, third. 
Rice Institute; Iris Lawrence, first; 0. E. Drennan, Jr., second; Thomas L. McKiftrlck, third. 
University of Texos: A three-woy tie between Eugene T. Holden, William T. Odum and 

Morgan Raines.
Texas Tech: Dick Reagan, first; Darrell Smith, second; Leon Harp, third.
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Scenes From 17th Annual Convent!

I. "Shipwreck party

President's Dinner-Dance

ChatelPresidentAlA isin
at awards luncheon

Opening reception

Featherlite winners
IshipwreckedM orssaore

7. Group at Friday dinner-dance

TEXAS ARCHUea



November 1 & 2

I. Another shipwreck crowd

2. TSA President Brooks opens
convention

3. Keynoter Keen Johnson

4. Carlos Contreras and
Moderator Walter T. Rolte

5. Still shipwreckeesmore

6. First night party

7. Crowded seminar session

All picturas by iimmy loughead oi Do//ai for FearherltM Corporafi
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Representative Selection, 
Houston Chapter, AIA

at the intersection of two prominent 
thoroughfares. The future main sanc
tuary will be located with the apse to 
the required east orientation and it 
will become the predominant structure 
at this corner. The main access to the 
property is away from the busy inter
section and the offices, classrooms end 
other activities are at the interior of 
the site. It is planned that future addi
tions will be centered around a rather 
formal mall with reflecting pool and 
bell tower serving as the focal point. 
All parking will be off-street and to 
the less desirable interior periphery of 
the site. Children's octivities, play
grounds, and social functions will all 
be contained internally within the site.

‘ L '-SHAPED UNIT

The "L” shape of the first unit per
mits eosy expansion to the east, unless 
the kitchen in the hub of the plan so 
that it may serve in both directions, 
and leaves the sanctuary isolated so 
that it may either remain as a chapel 
for future worship or be converted into 
a Parish Hall. The requirement for all
masonry construction was followed, the 
main higher unit being constructed of 
a 6-inch concrete block wall veneered 
both sides.

The walls support a steel joist 
framed roof covered with a pyrofill 
deck and built-up roofing. The lower 
wing is built up of 8-lnch solid brick 
with a trussed wood roof. The floors

PROJECT: Parish Hall for the 
Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Houston, Tex.

ARCHITECT: Paul H. Elliott, AIA- 
TSA, Houston.

The Holy Cross Lutheran Church was 
established as a mission in the fall of 
1954. A heavily wooded site of ap
proximately 3.5 acres was purchased 
in a residential suburb of Houston as 
the permanent location.

Immediate sanctuary space, Sunday 
School rooms and offices were to tem
porarily serve until larger facilities 
are needed.

FIRST UNIT SERVES 300

The first unit, consisting of the Parish 
Hall, classrooms, offices, kitchen and 
rest room is designed to serve an op
erating parish of approximately 300. 
The Parish Hall, as illustrated here, was 
provided with a spiritual quality so 
it might easily remain as a permanent 
sanctuary, if desired, yet also be used 
in the future for meetings, perish din
ners, etc. The classroom wing, situated 
adjacent to the kitchen, is also to be 
converted at a later date into a 
Women’s Parlor.

With these thoughts in mind, the 
problem of the overall master scheme 
was approached and a scheme was 
established by which the Parish may 
grow as required. The site is situated

Manufacturers of 24 Colors for Terrazzo and Roofing. 

Featuring Sparkling Texas White.

DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY

AUSTIN, TEXAS2900 E. 17th ST. P. O. BOX 6032
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throughout are common brick laid in 
a basket weove pattern, stained and 
waxed. The use of masonry floors 
proved economicol and practical, as 
well as attractive. Interior panelling 
and doors are of ribbon stripe mahog
any and ceilings are of 1 2 x 12 acous
tical tile. The tall windows in the sanc
tuary are of redwood framing con
structed on the job and glazed with 
three colors of art glass, producing a 
most unusual and spiritual interior.

EXTREMELY LOW BUDGET

An extremely low budget meant that 
symbolism and ornamentation would 
have to be held to a minimum. The in
ternal feeling within the sanctuary is 
one of quite restfulness and simplicity. 
The very simple requirements of altar, 
communion rail, and pulpit lent them
selves to a simple and economical so
lution. The curved white brick woll 
serves as the focal point and spiritually 
symbolizes the universal concept of 
Christianity, the center of which, is the 
symbolic cross. The suspended cross, 
which may be removed at a (ater date, 
is made of wood with an over-laid 
gold cross.

The cross, candles, altar, pulpit, bap
tismal font, and communion rail were 
all designed by the architect and were 
made and donated by the members of 
the congregation.

There is no profession in existence 
that offers a greater opportunity than 
architecture for this kind of public 
service. Architecture is not an art that 
is practiced in the court room, in Ihe 
clinic or hospital, or in the office. It 
is practiced in the streets, market 
places, highways, and byways of 
public life. The architectural profes
sion is unique In that it offers these 
added leadership opportunities sim
ply for the taking. The architect must 
want to do these things and with a 
willingness shown on his part, the 
community will soon recognize his 
talents and his contribution. Whether 
they be the practical, imaginative, in
spiring, or average, they will be rec
ognized for what they are and prob
ably accepted about as they deserve.

Texas A & M Wins 
Grand Prize in 1956 
Clay Products Awards

Kirby M. Keahey of Texas A & M 
College won the $400 grand prize in 
the 1956 Clay Products of the South
west Association awards announced at 
the Corpus Christi convention. Second 
prize went to John P. Doyle, University 
of Houston.

Mr, Keahey was also the individual 
winner at Texas A & M, as was Mr. 
Doyle at the University of Houston.

Other awards announced by Dick 
Taylor of Austin, executive director of 
the Association, follow: Rice Institute, 
Benjamin R, Waller, Jr.; University of 
Texas, Joe Hoover; and Oklahoma 
A & M, Ken Russo.

TWO AWARDS GIVEN

This project was recently awarded a 
Medal of Honor by the Houston Chap
ter, AlA, in its 1956 annual awards 
program and subsequently it received 
an Honor Award in Texas Architecture 
—1956 which is an annual competi
tion conducted jointly by the Dallas 
Museum of Fine Arts and the Texas 
Society of Architects.

The Parish Hall was completed in 
November of 1955. Bailey Johnson 
was the general contractor, and Wal
ter P. Moore served as consulting engi
neer. Much of the success of this first 
unit wos due in a major sense to the 
full cooperation of a very understond- 
ing and sympathetic pastor with Ihe 
architect.

SEMINARS
fCont/nued from Page 5) 

munity through public apparances, 
speeches, dissemination of ideas, 
willingness to point the way toward 
betterment of the community life, he 
soon will find acceptance of himself 
first. Then comes the acceptance of 
his ideas in a natural sequence.
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JEFF/ NOBODY SPEAKTS TO 
MR. Forsythe that wav/

that was a bad it doesn't
MANUEYER.' X LOOK 600D, 

JEFF/—DAD IS 
ANORViIOHmSOM X.,

THC STORy:
Jeff Kas bad a showdown with
R.C- Forsythe, Sr., a key figure in 
the local opposition to city
ploimintf
out of the office in an^r. and

Torsythe.Jr.

and has storied

meets his friend. Bob
and his father....

JEFF. IT'5 BEEN A 
LONG TIME SINCE 
ANYONE TALRED TO 
ME LIRE YOU JUST

^ NOW WW/T/ T'M A MAN OF
YOU'YE glorified THIS

ACTION.' YOU'VE STUCKT YOURCITY PLANNING TO IMPOSSIBLE
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BE TNAT good/
BUT YOU'RE
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THE TEXAS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
1% TeidJ Regional District Organization of 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

OFfICML PUBtICATlON OF THE TEXAS SOCIETY OF AHCHITECTS

327 Perry-Brooks Building, Austin, Texas, 8-5366

September 27, 1957

Mr, George E. Pettengill 
Librarian
The American Institute of Architects 
1735 New York Avenue, N.W, 
Washington 6, D.C,

Dear Mr. Pfettengill;

Your letter to Mr, David Baer has been forwarded to us for answer.
error in numbering our

We did
not issue a No. 9 publication last year. That was an 
magazines for 1956.

If further information is required let us hear from you. 

Sincerely,

■John G. Flowers, Jr. 
Managir^ Editor

JGF:lg
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