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BEACH HOUSE

Southern California
1999--2001

Situated on a built-up section of the Pacific Coast Highway, this house fronts the ocean to
the south, a garden court to the west, and the highway to the north. The courtyard provides
a visual and spatial link between the entry, the highway, and the ocean and creates an
exterior living space.

The architectural promenade through the house begins at a glazed translucent entry and
moves into the courtyard between the main body of the house and the guest suite. The two-
story entrance hall provides a framed view through the living room to the ocean beyond.
In turn, it is intersected at the second level by the glazed bridge and walkway.

The private ground-floor volumes are situated to the east of the entrance hall while the
main living room opens into the courtyard. This double-height volume connects the internal
space with the deck and the ocean through a full-height glass wall with sliding doors.
Sunscreens and louvers built into the facade provide transitional space between the house
and terrace and passively shade the glazed surfaces from the sunlight.

The beams at the roof level, located above the fenestration, express the structural rhythm
and layering of the components. This cadence is echoed in the pattern of the painted
aluminum wall panels and modular windows. Elsewhere, the external plaster walls are
juxtaposed with the transparent glazed facades, creating a mosaic of layered materials. This
use of layered wall elements, intersected by transparent surfaces, dissolves the separation
between inside and outside throughout the house.
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SAINT-DENIS OFFICE DEVELOPMENT

Place des Droits de 'Homme, Saint-Denis
2003 - 2009

This pair of new office buildings is located in Saint-Denis to the north of Paris. The
development’s site runs along one side of the Place des Droits de I'Homme, a public plaza
which connects the railway station with the main avenue leading to the Stade de France.
The project totals 380,000 square feet, which is comprised mainly of office space but also
includes workshops, a restaurant, cafeteria, and retail spaces. The two main buildings
consist of seven floors above ground with two below-ground basement parking levels. A
six-story atrium joins the two buildings and provides an elegant covered entrance facing
the plaza.

The form of the project responds to the immediate context, site boundaries, zoning, and
program requirements. The massing of both buildings is articulated at the ground and
seventh-floor levels with setbacks to the facades. At street level this provides an arcade to

welcome the public, particularly from the plaza side.

The relationship of the buildings to the Place des Droits des I'Homme dictated their
orientation. As viewed from the plaza, each building maintains its own identity while sharing
a common architectural language. In this way the buildings appear as twins, joined by a
transparent atrium, sharing similarities without being identical.
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OCT HAPPY HARBOUR CLUBHOUSE

Shenzhen, China
2008-2011

Sited on a prominent island in the center of the OCT Happy Harbour Lake, the 6,300sm
OCT Clubhouse facility provides special guests and members with a luxury restaurant, private

dining suites, a multi-purpose area, as well as recreational facilities, fitness center and a
small exhibit gallery.

The building designisunique in form and massing while retaining atimelessness of architectural
identity. The firm’s signature guiding principles of white metal panel and mastery of natural
light highlight the building. The overlay of solid planes and clear voids create depth through
a play of shades and shadow from skylights and vertical screens. The geometry of the OCT
Clubhouse follows a precise focal point from which “layers” of distinct spaces radiate and
terminate in a sweeping curve that is seen from the Urban Cultural and Entertainment District
across the water.

Themes of circulation and a heightened spatial experience mark the approach to the building
across a striking 18-meter bridge mast which serves as a beacon, welcoming guests from
the harbour. The promenade to the OCT Clubhouse is a path flanked by an allee of trees,
leading to a generous arrival court with a central fountain.

At the south end of the island, linked to the Clubhouse by an outdoor pathway through a
lush garden, is a pristine structure that houses the Indoor Pool and Fitness Center. The simple
geometry of the Fitness Center building contrasts with the adjacent Clubhouse in scale and
form, finding a balance with the extroverted outline of the Clubhouse and energizing the
dialogue between the two structures. The spa, containing treatment rooms and a tranquil
lounge within an understated layout, is accompanied by a lap pool covered by a skylight
roof. From within the indoor swimming pool area surrounded by glass enclosures on three
sides are views to the water surrounding the island.

The outdoor spaces are conceived as a series of indigenous flower gardens, orchards, a
pond, and a reflecting pool that cascades down from the main entrance lobby and flows to
the perimeter.




