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WE HAVE A NEW BEDTIME STORY.
Meet the Highlands bedroom group, presented by Stickley.

Handcrafted furniture, lovingly made in the USA for over 100 years— to last for generations.   
For the dealer nearest you or a catalog, visit stickley.com     L. & J.G. Stickley, Inc.      Manlius, NY 13104    315.682.5500
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Bartile Ultralite tile can be installed on nearly any home.
Call today for pricing on your project.

P r e m i u m  R o o f  T i l e s

75 Year L imited Waranty

our home is so much more than just wood and brick, it’s your personal place 
that reflects your dreams and aspirations. With over Twenty different styles 
and Seven-Hundred different colors available, Bartile custom roof tiles offer 

an extraordinary level of personalization to your dream home.

Circle 009 on Free Information Card
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I remember the fi rst time I stepped 
on mine—my heart nearly stopped. 

It was high, and so steep! While not 
everyone can or should go up on the roof, 
taking a good look at what it’s made of is 
often the fi rst step in problem-solving 
for repairs. Don’t underestimate the 
importance of a good roof—not only in 
keeping water out, but also in topping 
off  your architecture. Roofs are a defi ning 
feature, just like windows. Nothing makes me crazier than seeing the wrong roof on a fi ne old building (think a 
Mediterranean Revival house, its original clay tile roof replaced with fl at asphalt shingles). Get the background 
you need to do right by your roof in “On the Roof,” starting on page 42.

Hot summer days are the best time for cool mountain getaways, and we visit a spectacular one in this issue. 
Set in the Catskill Mountains, and featuring little-seen bark house style, it recalls another era, yet off ers all the 
comforts of today. Let it inspire you to place hints of rustic style in your own surroundings (see “Nestledown,” 
page 20).

Gardens are something I just can’t get enough of, both in print and in real life. And one of my favorite garden 
accessories is a stylized, vintage-look shed. Not only does it add much-needed 
storage, but when done right, it can be a conversation piece or a focal point all 
its own. Garden writer Catriona Tudor Erler tells us how to create “A Better Shed,” 
starting on page 70. And I can’t imagine a sweeter way to reach the shed than by 
traipsing a stone path...it’s the kind of throwback detail that can add layers of 
charm to your garden. Learn how to make one in Quick Makeovers (page 58). 
Enjoy your summer!

What’s the 
view from 
your roof?

BELOW: A DIMENSIONAL TILE ROOF 

COMPLETES THIS STORYBOOK HOUSE.

4

THIS
MONTH

HOUSE HUNTING? 
If you’re looking for 
an old house to call 
your own—one to 
have and to hold 
and to shepherd 
for years to come—
be sure to check 
out the stunning 
Antique Homes 
listings on page 
87 and at bit.ly/
antiquehomes.

ARMCHAIR TOURIST
If you’re like me, 
and gazing at 
jaw-dropping old 
houses is your idea 
of a good time, 
check out the new 
book Historic Maine 

Homes, which 
showcases the work 
of photographer 
and longtime OHJ 
contributor Brian 
Vanden Brink. 
bit.ly/mainehomes

From the Editor

Email me at daposporos@aimmedia.com, follow me on Twitter @Demetra_OHJ, or fi nd us on Facebook at facebook.com/oldhousejournal.TALK TO US



The Nation’s Most 

Complete 
Collection 

The W.F. Norman Corporation of-
fers quality, hand stamped sheet 
metal and a vast selection of ornate  
patterns. Our original 1898 product 
line features 140 ceiling patterns 

stamping and sheet metal fabrication. 

Visit our website at wfnorman.com to see 
more products online or send $3 for our 
catalog to W.F. Norman Corp., P.O. Box 323, 
Nevada, MO 64772.

W.F. Norman 
Corporation
(800)641-4038 | info@wfnorman.com  

Scan for video

{Shown above: Ceiling Panel No. 213 & Shield No. 2958}
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WE ASKED: 
WHAT’S YOUR 
FAVORITE WAY 

TO GET AN EASY 
CURB APPEAL 

BOOST?

Paint the front door 
a zippy historic color, 

like colonial red. 

Weeding the 
damn flower-

beds out front! 
Stinkin’ weeds…

Mow the lawn! 

Sweep the sidewalk.

Add pots and 
pots of flowers 
and a hammock 
on the porch. 

Plant beautiful petunias 
or pansies in my flower 

pots sitting on the porch. 

Plant a big pot of summer 
annuals that clash wildly with 
the house—in my case, orange 
lantana and salmon impatiens. 

Add solar-powered 
garden lights along  

the driveway. 

Add new house 
numbers or an 

address plaque. 
They’re little 

treasures in tile 
or stone. 

Landscaping. 

Growing up, one of my chores 
once school was out was to paint 
the wood porch floor and steps 
so they would be shiny and clean 
for the summer.
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08 GOOD FOR THE NEXT CENTURY
A folk Queen Anne is gently updated to today’s energy standards. 
+ WINDOW TREATMENT IDEAS 20 NESTLEDOWN

A near-original mountain camp answers the yearning for time spent in nature. 
+ A GUIDE TO RUSTIC FURNITURE

32 SUCCESS!: BUNGALOW KITCHEN  |  36 MY NEIGHBORHOOD: ST. PAUL’S SUMMIT AVE. |  38 WINDOW SHOPPING: MID-CENTURY MODERN
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“After I bought this house in 2011, I panicked,” admits Jan Blomstrann. 
As chairwoman and CEO of Renewable NRG Systems, she knew that her home had to be en-

ergy efficient. (“We make support tools for the wind and solar energy industries,” she explains.) 
The house she’d fallen for was a drafty folk Queen Anne built in 1894. All the windows were 
rotted. “I was warned against using the furnace, lest the house explode.”

Situated on a steep hillside above Lake Champlain, Jan’s old house is two and a half stories, 
about 3,200 square feet inside with a wraparound porch on the front and side. In a late Victorian 
neighborhood in Burlington, Vermont, this house boasts its original slate roof and fish-scale 
wood shingles in the attic gable. 

“I had never owned an old house; most recently I’d been living in a condo,” Jan explains. “But 
I knew I wanted a real home where my children could visit, with a small garden. When I walked 
into this one, I fell in love. Afterwards, I realized that it leaked air all over the place. The wiring 
was original, which was not so good.”

Fortunately, Jan knew professionals who appreciate old houses. She assembled a team that in-
cluded architect Bill Maclay, interior designer Cecilia Redmond, and landscape architect Cynthia 
Knauf. Together, they introduced 21st-century comfort and function into the 19th-century house 
without obliterating its integrity or its personality.

“Jan’s house just needed some TLC,” recalls Cecilia, who trained in Ireland and London before 

OPPOSITE: FURNISHED 

WITH PERIOD LIGHTING 

FIXTURES, ANTIQUE 

RUGS, AND FURNITURE 

COLLECTED BY THE 

HOMEOWNER, THE 

INTERIOR OF THE 1894 

HOUSE SUITS HER 

CONTEMPORARY LIFE. 

ABOVE, LEFT: THE REAR 

ELEVATION SHOWS  

THE SECOND-STORY 

BALCONY THAT OPENS 

FROM A LUXURIOUS 

NEW MASTER SUITE. 

ABOVE, RIGHT: THE 

BROAD FRONT PORCH, 

ITS CEILING PAINTED 

THE TRADITIONAL SKY 

BLUE, IS A FAVORITE 

PLACE TO SIT AND 

GREET NEIGHBORS.
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TRADITIONAL
FURNITURE

Simple Colonial
Revival and Empire

style furnitureDECORATING
CLASSICS

Soft aqua French-
style wallpaper and

lace panels
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BUILT-IN CHINA
CUPBOARD

A pass-through from 
a renovation, remade

as a lit cabinet

Quiet Energy Upgrades 
LEED-certified architect Bill Maclay convinced the 
owner that an old house could meet today’s standards.

1. INSULATION Six inches’ worth of spray 
urethane foam was retrofitted from inside, 
leaving the historic exterior walls intact.

2. NEW WINDOWS The architect is quick to 
say that it usually makes sense to restore 
old windows, even in cold Vermont. “But rot 
had made these beyond saving; we bought 
triple-glazed wood units with a thin muntin 
profile matching the originals.” 

3. WHEN TO SAY NO “It made no sense to ruin 
the look of the slate roof with photovoltaic 
panels,” Bill says.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: A PAIR OF ANTIQUE BRASS 

BEDS FURNISHES A SECOND-STORY GUEST ROOM. 

THE NEW MASTER BATHROOM INCLUDES A SOAKING 

TUB AND CRISPLY PAINTED WAINSCOT; THE PAINTED 

FLOORCLOTH CAME ALONG FROM A PREVIOUS 

RESIDENCE. THE FORMER ATTIC YIELDED INTEREST-

ING NEW SPACES, INCLUDING THIS DORMER ALCOVE. 

PREVIOUSLY REMODELED, THE KITCHEN GOT JUST 

A MINOR UPDATE; IT OPENS TO THE SCREEN PORCH 

AND BRICK TERRACE.

she moved to Vermont 14 years ago. “She has great appreciation for Victorian design, 
but she is also a 21st-century woman.”

Jan explains that Bill designed the LEED-certified building that houses her 
company’s headquarters. “It’s incredibly important to take the good buildings in our 
historic neighborhoods and make them efficient,” says the Vermont architect. “If we 
don’t insulate them, people can’t afford to heat them, and they’re abandoned.”

In the case of Jan’s house, the historic exterior was in fine shape. So the inside 
walls, where little original plaster remained, were taken down to the studs, and foam 
insulation was sprayed into the double-stud cavity. “We kept all the original trim and 
hardware,” Bill says.

Spray foam was added to existing cellulose insulation at the roof, and the existing 
stone foundation got spray foam insulation, along with improved drainage. Rotted 
windows were replaced with wood-clad R5 triple-pane versions. The “deep energy 

A Tradition of Painted Floors 
Then and now, it’s a practical solution for soft wood floors.

Beautiful old wood floors downstairs were refinished 
and clear-coated. Together with designer Cecilia Red-
mond, the owner chose to paint the lesser board floors 
upstairs in a forgiving mid-gray. Other common painted 
treatments have included checkerboards and lined bor-
ders—at the perimeter or to define a center or alcove.



HANDRAIL
To meet current code, 

the new railing leading to 
the third floor had to be 

taller than the 19th-century 
version. The builder  
simply doubled the  

handrail to add  
height.
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retrofit” brought the heating Energy Use 
Index from 54 kBTU a year to just 23 kBTU. 

“We did not tamper with the scale and pro-
portion of rooms downstairs,” says Cecilia, 
who chose muted shades of gold, green, and 
blue for the interior. For the dining room, she 
found block-printed Zoffany wallpaper in 
a lovely aqua that reminded Jan of a dining 
room she’d seen in a French chateau.

Burlington landscape architect Cynthia 
Knauf transformed the backyard into a garden 
sanctuary: “In an area of not even a quarter 
acre, we created different flat levels and out-
door spaces,” she says. “The upper-level brick 
patio is an extension of rooms inside.” 

“I love everything about my house,” 
Jan smiles. “Its warmth comes from the 
juxtaposition of historic preservation and 
energy efficiency.”

TOP: AN OVERVIEW OF THE REAR GARDEN SHOWS TER-

RACING AND THE DESIGN RELATIONSHIP AMONG NEW 

REAR PORCHES, FENCE, AND SHED. LEFT: THE UPPER 

LEVEL OF THE BACKYARD, PAVED IN LOCAL BRICK, 

FUNCTIONS AS AN EXTENSION OF THE SITTING ROOM.



1650 12th St East | Palmetto, FL 34221
www.Snap-Grid.com | www.metalceilingexpress.com

941.723.2288

MetalCeilingExpress.com

Circle 035 on Free Information Card
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Simple though they are, the window dressings in Jan Blomstrann’s Ver-
mont house add an important finishing touch. In the living room as 
well as the kitchen, hall, and bath, sheer café curtains are hung on small 
rings from inside-mounted rods. Pleated lace panels look elegant in the 

dining room, given shape by brass tiebacks at sill level. In the bedroom, pleated 
panels are hung over narrow blinds mounted against the glass. 

Simple treatments have one or two layers only, with no stiff or upholstered pieces 
(e.g., cornice or pelmet); require no extreme sewing; and are minimally embellished. 
Roller shades, Venetian blinds, lace or sheer panels, café curtains, and also Roman 
and balloon shades are most often mounted inside the window frame. Lace curtains 
or fabric drapery may cover a sheer “glass curtain,” shade, or blind. By Patricia Poore

SIMPLE WINDOW TREATMENTS
UNFUSSY TREATMENTS MAY BE USED ALONE OR AS AN UNDERLAYER.

PANELS ON RINGS
Hung from rings 
on a well-chosen 
rod, both unlined 
curtains and pleated 
drapery panels look elegant, especially 
when they fall to the floor. Fabric tiebacks 
at the sill echo the room’s proportions.

SHIRRED VALANCE
In a timeless scheme, a narrow fabric 
valance shirred on a rod covers the header 
of glass curtains (lace or sheer), which 
filter light and provide a bit of privacy for 
an upstairs dormer window.

PANEL OVER CAFÉ CURTAINS
A decorative drapery panel adds a formal 
touch when mounted over café curtains at 
meeting-rail height. Hung from rings rath-
er than shirred on the rod, the half curtains 
are easily opened and closed. Proportions 
and fabrics here say “bungalow,” but the 
two-layer scheme is perennially popular.

LEARN MORE



PLAIN ROLLER
SHADES

In this Arts & Crafts liv-
ing room, practical roller 

shades can be pulled 
down to block sunlight 

or for privacy.

SHEER GLASS CURTAINS
Sheer half-curtains filter 
light and the view while 

subtly calling attention to 
unusual sash proportions. 

The larger curtain hung 
from rings can be opened.
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Nestledown
SPACIOUS, RECUPERATIVE, AND QUAINT DESCRIBE THIS SURVIVOR FROM THE DAYS OF MOUNTAIN CAMP RETREATS.

story by
Brian d. 
Coleman

photos by
william 
wright

RETREAT
A downstairs room is 

furnished with vintage 
leather club chairs and 
birch-branch shelves 

overfl owing with 
bound books of the 

Victorian age.

21



22

family room
The living room opens to 
the dining room behind.  
Casual seating clusters 

around the stone hearth, 
where fires burn on cool 
nights, even in summer.
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UNLIKE SO MANY VICTORIAN HOUSES,
the interior of this vacation camp is informal, 
open, and spacious. The house was built to 
be solid, with a full foundation and a sturdy 
roof—not always the case for summer homes 
in the Catskills. This mountaintop house, said 
to be one of the best unaltered examples left 
in Onteora Park, nevertheless was hard to ap-
preciate at fi rst glance. It was hidden by a tall 
hedge and tumbledown fence. 

When Lynne and Steve Foote fi rst heard 
about the house for sale in this historic com-
munity in New York’s Catskill Mountains, 
they were intrigued. Mostly for the good, it 
stood hardly changed since 1902. A multi-
gabled roof sheltered quaint dormers and 
eaves; its three-story fi eldstone chimney 
anchored the southern end of the home. 
Broad living porches ran across the eastern 
façade, opening to spectacular views of High 
Peak and Round Top mountains—vistas that 
the city-bound Foote family yearned for. Its 
charm seemed irresistible.

The original fi r woodwork had never been 
painted; black with age, it needed just a good 
cleaning and a renewing coat of linseed oil to 
bring back the mellow golden gleam. Previous 
owners had replaced some of the windows and 
doors—but they stored the originals under-
neath the house, ready to be reused during 
renovation. Upstairs and in the garret, mul-
tiple bedrooms were available for the couple’s 
children and frequent guests.

Fieldstone fi replaces and a stone arch in the 
entry had been painted white, so these were 
painstakingly stripped. A missing window 
seat was reinstalled in the living room. Res-
toration designer Dave Maurer tracked down 
a cache of vintage Bradley & Hubbard brass 
wall sconces, complete with iridescent Steuben 
glass shades, which now cast glowing circles of 
light in the rustic interior.



TWIG-WORK
Characteristic rustic  

fretwork made of birch 
logs creates a letter- 

writing niche adjacent to 
the front entrance. Rooms 

are clad in beadboard.
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Asian, European, 
and North African 
antiques mix with 
leather couches and 
rustic furniture. 

Furnishing
a camp

The owners found 
vintage oriental 
carpets locally, 
in rich but faded 
palettes of midnight 
blue, terra cotta, 
and burgundy. 

Other furnishings, 
mostly vintage, are 
appropriately local, 
including Indian-
head bookends, 
a butter-scotch 
slag-glass table 
lamp, and paintings 
of the mountains by 
local artists.

Around the fireplace, 
seating is eclectic, 
and there’s no TV 
in sight. Like the 
bark outside and 
beadboard within, 
everything has patina. 

Taxidermy brings 
nature inside, as with 
a bison’s head near 
the entry and the fox 
umbrella stand.

TAKE A CUE FROM THE WAY THIS 1902 CAMP HAS BEEN  
FURNISHED—AS IF A FAMILY OF THE 1890s HAD JUST  
RETURNED FROM “THE GRAND TOUR.” 



The house’s lower level had been a warren 
of unused and unfinished spaces, originally 
intended for laundry and servants. Dropped 
ceilings and Sheetrock walls were removed, 
replaced with tongue-and-groove wainscot-
ing and ceilings consistent with the house. 
The lower level has been repurposed as a 
guest bedroom, office, bar, and family room. 
The family room and bar have the appeal of 
a 19th-century gentlemen’s club, with vintage 
sports paraphernalia and old books lining 
bookcases made of birch branches.

The family gathers together for meals—and Lynne loves to cook. 
A more serious kitchen was a priority in the renovation. The existing 
kitchen, a cramped space at the rear of the house, was doubled in size by 
absorbing a small bedroom and removing a servants’ staircase. In the 

new kitchen, which includes a pantry and eating areas, the house’s age 
and character were reinforced. Salvaged elements were used when-
ever possible: 19th-century fir flooring salvaged from Bennett College 
in Millbrook, New York, replaced mismatched floors; windows were 
rebuilt and some reglazed with old glass; vintage hardware and lighting 
fixtures were installed. Informal fir cabinets are set off by a copper sink 
and backsplash. Modern appliances, including a dishwasher, refrigera-
tor drawers, and a freezer, are hidden behind tongue-and-groove fir 
panels. The rebuilt 1930s Magic Chef stove is the heart of the kitchen.

BELOW: VERANDAS 

ARE CASUALLY FUR-

NISHED WITH VINTAGE 

KEROSENE LAMPS. THE 

ARTS & CRAFTS-ERA 

OAK DINING TABLE IS 

ORIGINAL TO THE HOUSE. 

BALUSTRADES ARE IN 

A RUSTIC TWIG-WORK 

STYLE. BROAD EAVES 

AND A MASSIVE FIELD-

STONE CHIMNEY GIVE 

THE FRONT ENTRANCE 

WELCOMING APPEAL.

BELOW: VERANDAS 

ARE CASUALLY FUR-

NISHED WITH VINTAGE 

KEROSENE LAMPS. THE 

ARTS & CRAFTS-ERA 

OAK DINING TABLE IS 

ORIGINAL TO THE HOUSE. 

BALUSTRADES ARE IN 

A RUSTIC TWIG-WORK 

STYLE. BROAD EAVES 

AND A MASSIVE FIELD-

STONE CHIMNEY GIVE 

THE FRONT ENTRANCE 

WELCOMING APPEAL.

More Online
See more houses and gardens in historic Onteora Park at 
oldhouseonline.com/onteora.



BUILT AT THE VERY END OF THE 

VICTORIAN ERA, THE BARK-ON-

LOG AND SHINGLE HOUSE IS 

IN THE RUSTIC STYLE OF THE 

ADIRONDACK GREAT CAMPS. IT 

NESTLES IN AMIDST THE MISTY 

CATSKILL MOUNTAINS.
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The porches, too, have been restored to their original look. Down 
came modern railings made of pressure-treated wood, which were 
replaced with rustic log rails and twig-work set into cedar posts. Fur-
nished with mismatched antiques and lit by flickering kerosene lamps, 
the upper porch soon became an outdoor dining room. From here the 
family watches the sunset display of lavender and gold, and the moon-
rise over dusky blue peaks.

The original name for the old house was Highways, a reference to its 
mountaintop setting, but the interstate system has stolen that word’s 
evocative appeal. So the Foote family rechristened their home Nestle-
down, appropriate to their feelings for the place and an allusion to the 
Long Island home of textile and interior designer Candace Wheeler, the 
founder of Onteora Park. The rustic lodge has indeed become a place for 
nestling down to enjoy nature and the simple pleasures of the past.

TRANSFERWARE
At Nestledown, red-and-white transferware brightens shelves in the 
kitchen’s dining nook. Transfer printing, an affordable way to decorate 
ceramics, began in England after 1752 to emulate hand-painted China 
ware. (An impression is applied or transferred to the object; firing 
sets the pattern.) Ever-popular blue was followed by brown, black, 
purple, green, red, and yellow (rare). Staffordshire Victorian transfer-
ware made ca. 1830s-50s, with classical, oriental, and scenic themes, 
is the most sought-after type. Spode and others continue to produce 
transferware in new and reproduction patterns.

THE LARGE KITCHEN IS RELATIVELY NEW. 

ITS RAMBLING LAYOUT, WELL-MATCHED 

FIR BEADBOARD, VINTAGE STOVE, AND 

COPPER SINK MAKE IT LOOK ORIGINAL.



Also Try Our
Amazing

Degreaser!

™

CALL TODAY

OR 

GO ONLINE

FOR MORE

INFO!

NEW VIDEO!
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From region-specifi c traditions to artful 
contemporary furniture, Rustic has a long 
history. Adirondack furniture—better termed 
“Northwoods Style” for its use from New 

York to Maine—grew out of the Victorian Great Camps. 
Indiana Hickory found its way coast to coast from the 
1890s onward, with a heyday in the 1930s and ’40s. 
Southern Root and Twig furniture is often massive, in-
corporating twisted rhododendron branches; hoop backs 
and steam-bent willow are prevalent. Antler furniture 
continues a Swiss and Scottish tradition popularized in 
the Southwest. Cowboy and Western types use lodge-
pole pine and juniper with frontier motifs. By Patricia Poore

RUSTIC FURNITURE 
ONCE MADE BY HILLBILLIES, REGIONAL RUSTIC IS NOW FINE ART. 

DESIGN GUIDE

TWIG BOOKCASE 
A twig bookcase or display cabinet with 
legs of yellow birch, an alder burl top, and 
bark veneer, this meticulous example is by 
Jonathan Swartwout. $3,600, fi sherofthe
berrystudio.squarespace.com

WILLOW CHAIR 
This beefy, oversize garden chair was 
formed freehand by an Ohio maker of both 
traditional and contemporary willow fur-
nishings. $625, aroundthebendwillow
furniture.com

JUNIPER LOG BED
Juniper is prized for its unique character; 
this hand-carved log bed can be augmented 
with a custom, hand-painted scene on the 
headboard. (This one depicts woodland 
moose.) Queen bed, $3,695; headboard only, 
$1,995. woodlandcreekfurniture.com

ANTLER SOFA TABLE 
Antler and horn furnishings became a 
Victorian craze after London’s 1851 Great 
Exhibition. This custom table is a signature 
piece from Montana-based craftsman Bryan 
Mackie. Around $2,200, antlercreek.com

HOOP BENCH  
Old Hickory has been making hoop benches 
since the late 1800s. Crafted from Tennes-
see Valley woods, this one is available in 
various fi nishes and seat/back options. From 
$2,200–$2,700, oldhickoryfurniture.com

30
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203-245-2698 shuttercraft.com

Interior & Exterior Custom Wood Shutters Endless Cutous All Types and Sizes Full Painting Services 
Authentic Hardware  Shipped Nationwide Family Owned and Operated since 1986
Showroom Hours are Monday-Friday 9am -5pm 15 Orchard Park, Madison CT 06443

Circle 047 on Free Information Card

Circle 057 on Free Information Card
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SUCCESS!

Misguided remodeling has ruined many a modest prewar house, 
and mine was no exception. The biggest project proved to be the 
kitchen, which had lost all original details and was a poster child for 
bad space planning.

I wanted an effi  cient kitchen, but one with the charm of grand-
ma’s era. I referred to Jane Powell’s book Bungalow Kitchens, which 
advocates using simple white cabinets, linoleum, and tile. I also used 
the period’s nickel fi ttings and bought vintage glass lampshades. 
I even collected Depression-era and mid-century kitchenware 
and tablecloths to add color to the design.

The room revolves around my cookstove, a 1930 Magic Chef range 

BUNGALOW KITCHEN
What’s better than a kitchen in black, white, and red—
with a cozy nook?  By Roseann Ferrini / Photos by Greg Premru

Submit your successful project, large or small, to ppoore aimmedia.com.SHOW US

Inspire

NEW CABINETS IN AN EFFICIENT ARRANGEMENT MIMIC THE DETAILS AND 

HARDWARE OF THE 1930s. THE PREVIOUS CABINETS DEAD-ENDED INTO A WALL (INSET). 

restored by Dave Erickson in Littleton, Massachusetts. (Dave also 
made the matching hood.) The stove’s enamel colors were the basis 
for all my other selections: off -white linoleum fl ooring with a black 
and red border, buttercream cabinets, and red accents.

The kitchen cabinets are by Crown Point Cabinetry, customized 
for a true 1930s look. Forbo’s Marmoleum fl ooring is perfect for its 
practicality as well as its appearance. The new black and white hex 
tile countertops are inset with “fl ower” details. Liner tiles make a red 
stripe in the otherwise plain subway-tile backsplash.

Set in an alcove behind a characteristic rounded arch, the original 
nook is tight but adequate, and fi lled with light now that no appli-
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ALLIED WINDOW, INC.
“Invisible” Storm Windows

The Ginkgo  PC-21A
The Ginkgo  PC-21B

WWW.PERSIANCARPET.COM

ARTS & CRAFTS 
CARPET COLLECTION

The most authentic and 
beautiful carpets in the 
Arts & Crafts tradition 
come from our looms  

to your floor.

Call us for a dealer  
in your area 

800.333.1801

Circle 003 on Free Information Card

Circle 042 on Free Information Card
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ance blocks the window. For extra storage that doesn’t take up fl oor 
space, I expanded the cabinet that’s inset into the wall of the nook. 
The table and chairs were a fl ea-market fi nd; I recently repainted 
them lipstick red, a bold accent that adds even more charm. 

SUCCESS!
Inspire

BEFORE, A STOVE BLOCKED THE 

NOOK’S WINDOW. NOW A VINTAGE 

STOVE OCCUPIES A TILED ALCOVE 

WHERE BEFORE A STEEL SINK WAS 

BACKED BY PLASTIC “BRICKS.” 



35

Adorned with copper, brass, nickel or chrome, 
each custom built Elmira Stove Works 
appliance is true to its era, while offering the 
performance and features found in the most 
modern kitchen appliances.

Models available in gas, electric, dual fuel or 
wood-burning. Let us build one for you.

Old World Charm

ElmiraStoveWorks.com
1-800-295-8498

T h a t  C o m p l e m e n t s  A ny  K i tc h e n

Circle 043 on Free Information Card
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MY NEIGHBORHOOD

ITALIAN VILLA
Chicago architect Otis L. Wheelock designed this 
fi rst grand estate built on Summit Avenue in what 
was then a fl edgling prairie city. The 1863 house of 
local limestone has all the elements of Italianate 
architecture, including a belvedere. A breathtaking 
Aesthetic stair hall and the porch’s neoclassical 
columns date to high-style remodelings. 
–Paul Clifford Larson

STICKWORK

“ I feel lucky to live in such a special 
house and to be able to put my stamp 
on it. When I come home at the end of 

the day, the house just shimmers.”    

RODDIE TURNER

Designer and stylist Roddie Turner owns the Stick Style “dollhouse,” which she restored and decorated in pale Scandinavian colors.

STICK STYLE
Likely built from a pattern book, 
this diminutive house dates to 
1884 and is a delightful iteration 
of the Stick–Eastlake style, with 
steep roofs and wood orna-
mentation. Along with a slightly 
eccentric interior, it has a good-
sized kitchen and a lovely garden. 
–Melinda Nelson

Inspire

BRICK QUEEN ANNE
This 1881 house has the balco-
nies, grouped windows, gabled 
roofs, and varied ornamentation 
characteristic of the exuberant 
Queen Anne style. The original 
veranda was removed years 
ago; current owners stripped 
later white paint from the brick. 
–Bette Hammel
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BEAUX ARTS ROMANESQUE
Renowned architect Cass Gilbert 
designed this 1894 brownstone 
mansion. For nearly 60 years, it 
served as apartments, a music 
studio, and a guesthouse before 
a recent restoration that necessi-
tated removal of eight kitchenettes. 
–M.N.

Summit Avenue  / Hill District, St. Paul, Minnesota

ROMANESQUE REVIVAL
F. Scott Fitzgerald rewrote his fi rst 
novel in a third-fl oor bedroom of 
this 1889 townhouse, which was 
rented to his parents. The rough-
hewn stone structure is part of the 
Summit Terrace row, eight single-
family units designed by archi-
tects Willcox and Johnston, now a 
National Historic Landmark. 
–B.H.

HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 1 INTERSTATE 94 2 SUMMIT AVENUE 3 INTERSTATE 35

EXTRAVAGANT QUEEN ANNE
This 1889 confection in wood had 
retreated behind asbestos sid-
ing. In 2000 it was purchased by 
a young property manager who, 
in his teens, had developed a 
fondness for Queen Annes while 
mowing lawns nearby. Replication 
of the original porch was part of 
his decade-long restoration. 
–Dave Kenney

Lined with 19th-century beauties, this landmark Minnesota 
boulevard is an illustrated dictionary of Victorian house styles. 
“You could drive by and see the porte-cochère, the colonnade, 
the turret, and you knew that the owner had not just fallen 

off  the turnip wagon,” writes Garrison Keillor about the lumbermen and 
railroad magnates who commissioned these substantial dwellings outside 
the “clamor and stink” of downtown St. Paul. The district is a national 
treasure. Photos by Karen Melvin 

2

3

1

Commentary on the houses is by noted historians who contributed to the book Great Houses of Summit Avenue and the Hill District.
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Inspire
WINDOW SHOPPING

Mad for 
Modern
With good 
bones and 
retro cachet, 
the houses 
that many 
postwar 
kids grew 
up in are 
starting to 
attract a new 
generation 
of buyers. 

HOUSTON, TX /  $249,900  
Roman brick, a low-pitched gable roof, and trapezoidal 
clerestory windows stamp this Atomic Ranch as a clas-
sic. Inside, the distinctive brick carries over into the living 
room in the form of a room divider/planter and fi replace. 

SARASOTA, FL / $335,000 
Designed by architect Ken Warriner and nicknamed “the 
little jewel box,” this much-published 1959 house boasts 
original terrazzo fl oors, clerestory windows, skylights, 
built-in furnishings, a fi replace, and sliding glass walls.

HARTFORD, WI / $249,900
The signature of this 1957 suburban Milwaukee house, 
designed by Emil Abendroth, is its soaring butterfl y roof. 
Other features include a covered skylit entry, large slate 
foyer, and fi replace set into an entire stone wall.

See more houses for sale on page 87.

Courtesy of Lori Foulke/Shorewest Realtors

Courtesy of Martie Lieberman/Modern Sarasota

Courtesy of Robert Searcy/Houston Association of Realtors

SAVANNAH, GA  /  $264,900  
This low-slung Mid-century Modern is loaded with original 
features, including pink kitchen appliances, vertical wood 
paneling, soffi t lighting, and multi-colored slate fl oors. 
The owner restored the Japanese-inspired garden. 

NEWARK, DE  / $479,900  
Designed by Edward Durell Stone in 1948, this house is 
the only surviving example of the International Style in 
Delaware, and features an oak spiral staircase, a wood-
ceilinged game room, and a cedar sauna and closets.

Courtesy of Fritz Nelson/Historic Properties

Courtesy of Mark Herrin/Keller Williams
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The Incredible Green Building Material For Restoring The Whole 

House, Inside & Out. Natural earth colors: Green, Gray, Black, 

Purple and Red. Antibacterial, Stain Resistant and Noncombustible . 

Honed to a satin smooth finish, unlike any other stone.

Slate
Kitchens | Baths | Flooring | Roofing | Landscaping 

Quarried in the U.S.A. 
Monson, ME 04464; 207-997-3615
Middle Granville, NY 12849; 518-642-1280SheldonSlate.com | 

Omega® Cabinetry from 
MasterBrand Cabinets, Inc.

DEDICATED TO THE
TIMELESS PLEASURES

OF THE PORCH

For more information
visit us on the web at

www.penobscotbayporchswings.com
or call us at 207-729-1616

Circle 041 on Free Information Card

Circle 046 on Free Information Card

The Reggio Register Company
Dept. D1409, 31 Jytek Road, 

Leominster, MA  01453
1.800.880.3090 

www.reggioregister.com

Solid Wood Grilles
Turn Eyesores 

into Assets
The finest quality and largest 

selection of sizes and materials

with code D1409 offer expires 9/30/14

10off
%

Circle 045 on Free Information Card



www.realcedar.com

1 866 778 9096

It’s time to move the indoors outdoor. And for outdoor structures 
nothing performs- or looks- better than Real Cedar. Western Red 
Cedar’s natural resistance to the elements make it the ideal choice 
for decks, pergolas and bbq areas. What’s more, Real Cedar’s 
deep, rich lustre and almost limitless finishing options mean it will 
complement virtually anything it’s surrounded by. Including the 
neighbors’ envious looks.

NATURALLY BEAUTIFUL 
STRUCTURES COMPLETELY 
SURROUNDED BY ENVY.

REAL CEDAR 
OUTDOOR

LIVING SPACES

Circle 065 on Free Information Card



+54 LOST ARTS: BUILDING A GATE THAT DOESN'T SAG
A pro woodworker shares three techniques 
for a sag-free garden gate.

56 FIELD TESTED: 6" RANDOM ORBIT SANDERS
58 QUICK MAKEOVERS: OUTDOOR IMPROVEMENTS
60 STUFF MY CONTRACTOR SCREWED UP

62 SALVAGE IT 
64 DO THIS, NOT THAT
66 ASK OHJ 
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ROOF 
REVIVALS
PAGE 42



ON 
THE 
ROOF
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THE RIGHT ROOF CAN BE 
YOUR HOME’S CROWNING 
ARCHITECTURAL STATEMENT.

B Y  J A M E S  C .  M A S S E Y  &  S H I R L E Y  M A X W E L L

A roof does much more than shelter the humans who live beneath it—more even than protect 
the house. Roofs tell tales—about houses and their inhabitants, about time and place, and 
about style in every sense of the word.

Consider the simple, steep late-medieval roof of early America as it fades into the softer 
lines of the Federal era’s dignified gabled roof, then onward to the haughty double-sloped 
Second Empire-style mansard with multiple dormers. The flamboyant cones and spires 
of late 19th-century Queen Annes; the red-tiled roofs of Spanish Colonials; the broad, low 
spread of the bungalow roof; and the flat roof of a Modern house—each one has a story to tell. 
Part of that story has to be about the changing materials from which roofing is made.

From time without measure, built houses were topped with natural materials—wood, 
stone, or earth. (Terra cotta is literally “baked earth.”) Copper and lead roofs date back to the 
classic past of Rome and Greece, with iron, tin, and zinc added in the 19th century. Man-
made materials only came into general use in the 20th century, particularly the broad mixes 
of asphalt, felt, and asbestos, as well as modern metal formulations like stainless steel and 
aluminum. In the recent past, manmade roofing materials have become more common, espe-
cially those that mimic natural ones at a lower cost, such as manufactured slates or asphalt 
shingles that resemble wood.

Today’s roofing is available in a multitude of materials, colors, shapes, and forms that 
maintain the vintage appearance of originals—matching an original roof as closely as pos-
sible should always be a prime goal.



Metal roofs are constructed of natural materials. In the 
U.S., lead was rarely used for roofing, and has fallen out 
of favor. It is nonetheless probably the most permanent 
of all roofing materials; after a few centuries of use, 
it could be removed, melted, re-cast, and put back in 
place. Today, lead-coated copper remains an option.

Copper sheets or rolls have been available since 
the later 18th century and continue in production 
today. Expensive but long-lasting (more than a cen-
tury), they are mostly used on mansions, churches, 
and monumental buildings. “Tin” roofs (correctly 
called sheet-metal roofs) are increasingly popular 
today, generally with standing-seam construction. 
Various kinds of corrugated and crimped tin roofs are 
most often used in commercial and utilitarian build-
ings, but they also appeared on very simple houses 
of the 19th century. In the early 20th century, tin 
shingles with stamped patterns were popular; they 
are still used today.

Sheet-metal tin-plate roofing of the 19th century 
was the first factory-produced roofing, arising in the 
Federal era. It was initially formed in small sheets 
with either two or all four edges of each sheet 
crimped closed, and evolved to be manufactured in 
increasingly long rolls and installed with crimped 
edges, today’s standard seamed roofing. Later 
materials included aluminum and improved tin and 
zinc alloys, as in galvanized metal. Today, stainless 
steel may be used in special cases or best examples. 
Mostly gone now are fast-rusting tin roofs requiring 
periodic painting. Today, metal roofs come in a range 
of colors such as dark green, dark red, and alumi-
num—either factory-finished or painted on site.

METALS

10 WAYS 
TO KEEP 
THE ROOF 
OVER YOUR 
HEAD

1. Look 

up! Check 

regularly for obvious 

problems—tree 

limbs lying on the 

roof or brushing 

against it, loose 

or decayed tiles 

and shingles, or 

twisted sheet metal, 

for example.

2. Fix it “by littles.” Roofing is usually repairable 
and does not necessarily require complete replacement. 
Individual tiles, shingles, slates, and sheet-metal 
sections can be removed and new ones installed. 
(Learn how to replace individual wood shingles at 
oldhouseonline.com/replace-shingle.) However, if 15 
percent of the roof needs repair, it’s time for a new one.

3. KEEP GUTTERS AND 
DOWNSPOUTS CLEAR OF DEBRIS.

4. Make sure 
flashing is in 
good and tight 
condition and 
that the roof 
drains well.
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ASSESS 
YOUR ROOF

ARE THERE ACTIVE LEAKS?  

DOES YOUR 
BUDGET 
PERMIT 
REPLACING 
WITH A 
HISTORICALLY 
APPROPRIATE 
MATERIAL?

Patch them immediately, even if the entire 
roof will be replaced in a few months’ time.

DO FLASHINGS 
AROUND 
PROTRUSIONS 
SHOW SIGNS OF 
BREAKDOWN OR 
LOOSENESS?

These are often the first areas on a roof to have 
problems—a sort of early warning system. 
Examine them carefully—any breakdown will 
require repair, but first determine whether the 
rest of the roof is sound.

IS THERE 
DETERIORATION 
THAT CAN BE 
TRACED TO 
DESIGN ERRORS 
IN THE FLASHING, 
GUTTER, 
AND LEADER 
SYSTEMS?

You will need to 
design changes that 
incorporate best water-
shedding practices, in 
addition to replacing 
these elements.

CAN THE 
EXISTING ROOF 
BE REPAIRED AND 
MAINTAINED?

Institute all necessary repairs, and 

continue to methodically monitor your 

roof annually.

If your roof is at the end of  
its service life, a replacement 
roof is in order. 

Know that your decision will 

maintain your home’s integrity for 

decades to come!

What contemporary 
roofing comes closest 
in texture, color, and 
overall appearance?  
(See page 47 for ideas.)
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5. If you find water leaks within the house, you 
probably need to fix the roof. Water problems  
don’t cure themselves.

6. Repaint roofs as 
needed, but do not 

apply asphalt compounds 
over the roof—that leads to 
cracking, drying, and failure.

7. Watch for rust
on metal roofs,  
especially around 
nails in shingle roofs.

8. PREPARE FOR BAD 
WEATHER—ice dams in  

freezing areas, loose tiles or 
sheet metal in windy ones. 
In tornado zones, replace 
lightweight shingles with heavy 
architectural-grade ones made 
for those conditions. After a 
storm, promptly check the roof. In 
fire-prone areas, replace shingles 
with fireproof tiles or metal.

9. When installing 

new roofing, purchase 

additional pieces 

to make it easier to 

match repairs later.

10. Keep the 

guarantee 

on your new roof—

and remember 

where you filed it!
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Tiles, generally of terra cotta, are of ancient origin 
and were in wide use in the 18th century in Spanish 
parts of the United States. In the 20th century, as 
Spanish Colonial and Mission styles spread through-
out the country, so did tile roofs. Often overlooked is 
Germanic settlers’ use of tiles in the 18th century, 
from New York to North Carolina. Some examples 
survive at Ephrata Cloisters, Pennsylvania, and Old 
Salem, North Carolina. In the Spanish colonies, tiles 
often appeared in barrel (half-round or S) shapes. 
Ceramic tile with colored glazes, either as shingle 
tile or curved shapes, came into use in the early 20th 
century, especially for Beaux Arts mansions. Tiles 
(both barrel and flat) are in ever-wider use today and 
are especially valued for being fireproof—no mean 
consideration in wildfire-prone areas. 

TILES

The biggest manufactured-roofing innovation of the 
mid-19th century was the introduction of shingles 
and rolls of material composed of asphalt, felt, and a 
granular coating, which came into wide use in the early 
20th century because of their low cost, fire resistance, 
and ease of installation. They were available in a vari-
ety of dark colors and shapes. In improved forms, they 
are now the most popular type of roofing, generally as 
strips of shingles. (Roll roofing is used for industrial 
and secondary structures.) Asphalt shingles vary from 
very cheap, lightweight models to heavy “architectural 
shingles” that can be good copies of wood or slate, 
with excellent shadow lines. The most common shingle 
design is a rectangular butt-end, but varied shapes 
are available. Formerly popular was a hexagonal or 
diamond-shaped self-locking pattern widely available 
in the first half of the 20th century, and still made 
by GAF. Owing to environmental concerns, cement-
asbestos shingles (and siding, widely used until the 
1950s) are no longer used, though they may still be 
found on old houses.

ASPHALT

THE #1 TIP FOR A 
LONG-LASTING ROOF? 
GET THE WATER OFF IT 
AS FAST AS POSSIBLE!
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TRADITIONAL MATERIAL: Sheet Metal (Tin, Zinc, 
Terne, Lead)  
MODERN SUBSTITUTE: Aluminum or coated-
steel sheet, generally galvanized with zinc, 
with one of numerous factory finishes and 
colors, installed with traditional site-formed 
standing-seam joints. Probably the best 
quality is stainless steel.

TRADITIONAL MATERIAL: Copper
MODERN SUBSTITUTE: Copper sheet metal is 
available; alternately, copper-coated steel or 
copper-finished sheet metal also works.

TRADITIONAL MATERIAL: Wood Shingles
MODERN SUBSTITUTE: Wood-look shingles made 
of fiber-cement, architectural-grade asphalt, 
sheet metal, and tile. The substitutes offer 
fire resistance, which may be important, 
although wood shingles also can be chemi-
cally treated for fire resistance (required 
by code in many areas). Rough split wood 
shakes and manmade replicas are available, 
but are only appropriate for vintage houses 
that were originally built with them.

TRADITIONAL MATERIAL: Cement-Asbestos 
Shingles   
MODERN SUBSTITUTE: Close proximities are 
available in fiber-cement and concrete.

TRADITIONAL MATERIAL: Terra cotta Tiles
MODERN SUBSTITUTE: Besides widely available 
terra cotta and tile products, some shapes 
(e.g., flat) are available in coated sheet metal. 

OLD VS. NEW
If you can’t find or can’t 
afford the original material, 
consider the next best thing.

OLD

OLD

NEW OLD

OLD

TRADITIONAL MATERIAL: Sheet Metal Shingles
MODERN SUBSTITUTE: Some metal shingles 
embossed in traditional patterns are still 
available, as are a wide variety of plain 
metal shingles.

OLD

TRADITIONAL MATERIAL: Slate (Stone)
MODERN SUBSTITUTE: Manmade slates are 
widely available in varied colors and butt 
ends in differing proprietary polymer 
compositions, frequently incorporating 
recycled rubber. There are many asphalt-
based, sheet-metal, fiber-cement, and 
concrete manmade slates in production. 
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Wood shingles are the oldest type of natural roofing material in 
the U.S. still in broad general use—they’ve been widely used since 
the 17th century, both as roofing and wall sheathing. Most often 
they are cut and dressed, or sawn smooth. Rustic split shakes are 
mostly a 20th-century phenomenon, becoming popular on 1940s 
ranch houses, but they don’t belong on earlier homes. Pine, oak, 
and especially cedar were the traditional shingle materials, with 
durable cedar being most common today. Bent-shingle “thatch” 
roofs such as this one are less common, but make a striking 
presentation on Arts & Crafts and cottage-style houses.

Always extend roof coverings at least 1" beyond any wood at the eave to keep water from curling beneath shingles. TIP

WOOD SHINGLES
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In the U.S., slate roofing dates to the 18th century; 
during this time, slates were imported, usually from 
Wales. After the Civil War, slate of varying quality, 
durability, and color was widely quarried all over the 
East, from Vermont to Virginia. Slate remains in use 
today. Though it is undeniably expensive, it’s probably 
cost-effective over the potential lifespan of the house 
itself, since it often lasts for a century or more. In 
Victorian times, the colors available—dull shades 
of black, gray, red/purple, green, and blue—were 
frequently combined to form complex geometric 
patterns using a variety of butt-end shapes—diamond, 
square, fish-scale, round, hexagonal, and more. These 
shapes and colors remain available and in use today, 
but manmade slate is more common now, though not 
as durable as the original stone. (Manmade, however, 
is lighter and less expensive, both often prime consid-
erations for modern homeowners.)

SLATE
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ROOFING ELEMENTS  
& TYPICAL PROBLEMS
If your roof has sprung a leak, check first on areas known to be 
trouble-prone. This handy illustration shows prime problem spots.

 1. STANDING-SEAM ROOF

 2. FINIAL

 3. VENT

 4.  CRICKET

 5.  STEP FLASHING

 6.  ROLL ROOFING

 7.  CRESTING

 8. HIP

 9. CORNICE

 10. SLATE ROOF

 11.  TAR AND  
GRAVEL ROOF

 12. FLASHING

 13.  VALLEY FLASHING

 14.  CHEEK FLASHING

 15. DORMER

 16.  BUILT-IN GUTTER

 17. HIP FLASHING

 18. "TAR POT" PATCHES

 19. FAILURE OF SOLDERED 
JOINTS

 20. GALVANIC CORROSION

 21. FLASHING MISSING

 22. DETERIORATED 
FLASHING

 23. PONDING OF WATER ON 
FLAT ROOF

 24. ROOFING CRACKING, 
CURLING, AND 
BUBBLING

 25. ICE BUILDUP IN 
CLOGGED GUTTER

 26. CLOGGED GUTTER

 27. MISSING SLATES

 28. OPEN SEAM IN  
METAL LINING ADMITS 
WATER INTO CORNICE

 29. ROTTING CORNICE

 30. BROKEN LEADER 
(DOWNSPOUT)

 31. INADEQUATE PATCHING

 32. FAILURE OF  
SLATE NAILS

 ROOFING ELEMENTS

 TYPICAL PROBLEMS
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R O O F  C R E S T I N G :
Decorative wrought and cast 
iron ornamental borders 
topping the roof ridge were 
commonplace on some high-
end Victorian homes. Today 
cresting is often made of cast 
aluminum, which is lighter 
and less expensive. Armada 
cresting, from $142 per 47" 
section, architecturaliron.com

F I N I A L S :
Finials (decorative spears and balls) 
often crowned turrets, towers, and 
fancy gables, drawing attention to the 
architecture. Alexandria fi nial, $1,100, 
necopperworks.com

DECK IT OUT
Once your roof is safe and 

sound, consider adding one 
(or more) of these items 
to make it a standout.

W E AT H E R VA N E S :
Weathervanes date back to the 
colonial period; they come in all 
shapes and sizes, to fi t a variety of 
houses. Copper horse weathervane, 
$349, brassgallery.com

C H I M N E Y  P O T S :
Made of terra cotta or 
metal, chimney pots are 
a fun and interesting 
addition to most house 
styles. They also make the 
chimney taller, increas-
ing its draft, and keep out 
pests and rain. Halifax 
Big Bishop chimney pot, 
$535, chimneypot.com

G U T T E R S :
Half-round copper gutters add a 
beautiful touch—especially when 
they weather to a verdigris fi nish. 
Half-round copper gutter, from 
$6.95; decorative miter cover, from 
$36, classicgutters.com
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Find your local EcoStar distributor

800.211.7170  |  www.ecostarllc.com

EcoStar tiles are proudly made in the USA 

from up to 80% recycled materials

Sustainable Slate & Shake Roofing

Missouri residence since 1889, Majestic Slate™ roof since 2009

Majestic Slate™ in Stone Red, Smoke Gray & Federal Gray

Fine Furniture Custom Designed
& Handcrafted in the USA

Tomorrow’s Heirlooms Today

LeFort & Company, Ltd.
Visit our Gallery and Studio located at

 Winter St., Hanover MA  
() - www.LeFortFurniture.com

Circle 028 on Free Information CardCircle 032 on Free Information Card

Circle 020 on Free Information Card
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Concept Additions
Our new website is an education!

In conjunction with the 40th anniversary of Old House Journal, we’ve launched a virtual design site: OHJ Concept Additions. The editors 

have partnered with respected architects to showcase additions to basic house forms, their styles running from Federal to bungalow. 

» EXTERIOR RENDERINGS

» PHOTO-REALISTIC ROOM VIEWS

» ARTICLE DOWNLOADS

» INFORMATIVE VIDEOS

» BONUS SLIDESHOWS

» SPECIFIC PRODUCTS

» RESOURCES & LINKS

This dynamic, interactive site offers users:

OHJADDITIONS.COM

www.classicgutters.com
 timeless quality • old world charm

Introducing Radius Gutter

copper, aluminum & 
galvalume half round gutters

  Ship up to 26' nationally 

26 styles of cast fascia brackets

  Roof mount options available
Ph. 269.665.2700
Fax 269.665.1234

90" Sections

Half Round
5", 6" & 8"

K-Style
5" & 6"

Artistry, Charm & Elegance

www.stockyardsbrick.com
312-286-9778

Stockyards Brick specializes in reclaimed architectural 
elements from the heart of the industrial and manufacturing 

districts of Chicago.  Old growth timber,  antique granite 
cobblestone,  Chicago common brick,  vintage street pavers.

Circle 013 on Free Information Card Circle 050 on Free Information Card
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Yesterday Meets Today At
Restoration.com

     Door Hardware                     Hinges                 

 Cabinet & Furniture        Window Hardware  

The Collection
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www.WARDCLAPBOARD.com

VERTICAL GRAIN QUARTER SAWN
      Spruce Clapboards -
            Manufacturers of historical 
               vertical grain clapboards for 
          restoration and new construction

Est. 1868
WARD CLAPBOARD MILL

P.O. Box 1030 Waistfield, VT 05673   802-496-3581
w e  c a r e  a b o u t  t h e  c r a f t

By the producers of

The Craftsman Tile collection recreates 1920’s Arts & Crafts tilework 

originally produced by the Batchelder-Wilson Company of Pasadena, 

California.  Patina glaze wall tile and unglazed paver floor tile were 

originally designed to harmonize with the aesthetic principles of the Arts 

& Crafts movement commonly found in the Craftsman bungalow home.

Circle 061 on Free Information CardCircle 017 on Free Information Card

Circle 064 on Free Information Card Circle 052 on Free Information Card
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BUILT TO LAST

P POSTS
Set gate posts in a
concrete encasement
typically three times
the diameter of the
post. Use post anchors
where termites are
common, or in very
damp soils. A general
rule of thumb is to
sink a third of the
total length of the
post into the ground
(two-thirds above
grade). Cap post tops,
or at least bevel-cut
the tops to shed water.

P FASTENERS
Best practice: brass
screws, countersunk
and plugged. At
least use hot-dipped
galvanized fasteners.

P FINISHES
Whitewash and
transparent stain
can be touched
up and don’t peel.
Untreated cedar and
redwood weather
to a natural gray.

Garden gates sag because a square 
(or rectangular) frame is essentially 
unstable. Built with standard DIY 
woodworking joints, the gate will 
twist unless it is braced or pulled into 
tension. This tendency is exagger-
ated because a gate is held along only 
one side; the unhinged, free side sags 
from its own weight and from the 
trauma of being slammed. (And do 
you remember swinging on the back-
yard gate as a kid?) By Patricia Poore 

Building a Gate That Doesn’t Sag
BEST PRACTICE
Always use best-practice principles for fences and gates, or 
they won’t last five years. Use rot- and corrosion-resistant 
materials; build to shed water; avoid exposed end grain and 
water traps. Strength is important because a gate moves. 
Sink posts into concrete; use heavy-duty fasteners; make 
good, strong joints. As for wood choice, your best bet is a 
rot-resistant species (cedar, redwood, teak, mahogany). 
Cedar wins because teak is very expensive and has a high 
waste factor; redwood should be used only if it is recycled 
old-growth lumber, and less-resistant mahogany needs a 
finish coating. Pressure-treated lesser woods are in disfavor 
because we now know that the preservatives do transfer (to 
the touch, and into the water table) and because cuts require 
highly toxic on-site treatment. 
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LOST ARTS
Restore More Online

Find sources for gate hardware at oldhouseonline.com.



“These principles are useful for the do-it-yourself fence 
builder. Joinery is paramount in wood construction 
subjected to the elements; my own company relies 
on advanced woodworking joints.”
—Charles Prowell, Prowell Woodworks

1 2

4

TENSION

Three basic ways to build a no-sag gate are illustrated here. 
The first two involve the principle of triangulation: introducing 
a diagonal to stabilize the square frame. The tension solution 
[1] uses a rod or a cable and turnbuckle, as shown, to keep the 
frame from twisting out of square. But “diagonal bracing is 
only as stable as the primary joint to which it’s fastened,” says 
woodworker Charles Prowell. “A turnbuckle cable requires 
periodic adjustment.”

COMPRESSION
The compression solution [2] makes use of a solid brace along 
the opposite diagonal. 

JOINERY
Rigid woodworking joints [3] also will keep a gate from sagging. 
Rigidity keeps the frame from twisting. A pegged mortise-and-
tenon joint is strong. You should try to cut the mortise accurately 
for a tight fit, but if there’s any play, shim around the tenon. Note 
that the pales (pickets) are inserted through holes drilled into 
the rails.

To ensure a really tight mortise-and-tenon joint, drill the 
holes in the tenon just a bit off center from the holes you drill in 
the side of the post. This way, when you drive the pegs, they will 
act as a wedge, tightening the joint. This is called a draw-peg 
joint. Taper the ends of the pegs to help them go in easier. Cut 
the mortise a bit deep to allow for draw.

A dovetail joint is your second alternative. And easiest to cut, 
but not as strong as the others, is the half-lap joint. Against 
crushable wood such as redwood, use a large, flat washer with 
the nut and bolt.

CLOSING THE GATE
Don’t use a screen-door spring closer! There’s just too much 
tension on one of these; slamming will cause the gate to wrack 
and vibrate apart in no time. The easiest solution is to forgo 
automatic gate closers entirely—simply close the gate manually 
behind you. Or install the hinged gatepost slightly out of plumb 
to encourage the gate to close itself.

An early solution (still used most picturesquely at Colonial 
Williamsburg) is a weight on a chain [4].

No matter what the closing mechanism or the type of latch 
used, adding a stop piece the full height of the gate is very 
important. If the swinging gate is stopped against the post only 
at the latch point, it will wrack every time it closes.

TENSION ROD  
WITH TURNBUCKLE

DIAGONAL BRACE  
IN COMPRESSION

PALES

PEGS

MORTISE

TENON

DOVETAIL

PICKETS HALF-LAP

BOLT  
& NUT

WEIGHT

GATE

LAG BOLTS 
WITH WASHERS

3

More Online

See consultant Charles Prowell’s gates and learn about his joinery techniques at oldhouseonline.com.

PLAN
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Restore
FIELD TESTED

THE 
PRO
TIP

True Grit
For knocking down fi nishes or evening up a work surface (what we call 
“stock removal”), you’ll need to make multiple passes with ever fi ner grits 
of sandpaper. Start with a lower grit to break up the fi nish or smooth 
uneven material, then feather it in with fi ner and fi ner grits. To open up 

the grain of a piece of wood and better enable it to accept a fi nish, 100-
grit paper or fi ner is typically eff ective. You might not feel like you’re 
making progress, but you are.
–Mark Clement, Host, MyFixItUpLife

6" Random Orbit Sanders
By Mark Clement
Sanding is boring—and a lot of work. Depending 
on the project, you might be attached to a vibrat-
ing, dust-generating machine for hours on end. But 
it’s so important to success on certain projects—
furniture and wood fl oor repair, paint prep—that 
once I get started, it becomes (sort of) fun.

One thing that blurs the line between love and 
hate is a tool that delivers both a positive user 
experience and a super-smooth, swirl-free fi n-
ish. Then there’s power: Precision is great when 
you’re using 120-grit paper to tune up a trim piece, 
but when you need to remove stock and existing 
fi nishes—say, for a wood fl oor repair—there’s no 
substitute for go-juice that propels 60-grit paper 
into raw wood. Of all the random orbit sanders 

I’ve used, I’m partial to the right-angle sander 
with a 6" pad—I fi nd it easier and more eff ective to 
move around and hold for longer periods of time.

Whenever you talk about sanders, there’s no 
avoiding dust—and the easier it is to collect, the 
better. While removing dust with a vacuum tends 
to be more eff ective, it presents its own challenge 
in trying to avoid being perpetually tangled up 
with the hose. So a canister that works—and is 
easy to remove—makes sense. The more you have 
to fi ght the canister, the better the chances are 
you’ll spill the dust you’ve just collected. 

All told, for a sander that’s going to get 
heavy-duty DIY use, low noise, high power, and 
uncompromising fi nish are key components. 
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Head to Head
WHETHER YOU NEED TO DO A LITTLE SANDING OR A LOT, THESE TOOLS COVER EVERY PRICE POINT AND POWER LEVEL.

HOW TO USE IT

FEIN MSF 636-1
The commercial-grade 3.7-amp 
Fein is one of the oldest random 
orbit sanders on the market—
but our testers found its consid-
erable power a bit too brawny 
for finer work, especially since it 
lacked a speed-adjustment dial. 
While its simple design (basic 
on-off switch, flexible shop-vac 
connection, easy hook-and-loop 
pad changes) made this sander 
simple enough for a beginner to 
use, our panel agreed that this 
high-end, heavy-duty workhorse 
is best for pros—or DIYers who 
have a lot of aggressive stock 
removal ahead of them. 

Get It: $499, feinus.com

RIDGID R26111
With a soft-start trigger and six 
adjustable speeds to ensure a 
smooth finish, Ridgid’s 3.3-amp 
sander met our testers’ needs for 
finer sanding work. The integrat-
ed dust collector performed ad-
mirably and was easy to empty, 
but some worried that the soft 
bag wouldn’t stand up to rigorous 
use. A relatively short cord and 
fussy lock-on switch (“Bumping 
the trigger in the slightest would 
shut off the sander,” said tool 
pro Michael Springer) were the 
primary gripes, but most testers 
found this budget-friendly sander 
more than adequate.

Get It: $99, ridgid.com

PORTER-CABLE 7346
Power was where this 4.5-amp 
sander/buffer excelled—it made 
easy work of everything from 
rough sanding a maple tabletop 
to finish removal on closet doors, 
but unlike others in the test, it 
lacked a dust-collection system. 
Several testers noted that the 
bulky design made it hard to get 
a decent grip and adjust speeds, 
and the extra power translated 
to increased vibrations. Still, 
said our expert, Mark Clement, 
“For occasional sanding—and 
buffing—this is a no-frills tool. 
Actually, it has one frill: You get 
two tools in one machine.”  

Get It: $149, portercable.com

BOSCH ROS65VC-6
Lightweight and comfortable, 
but with enough power for a 
wide range of jobs, the 3.3-amp 
Bosch proved to be the “Goldi-
locks” tool for our testers. “Its 
size and weight made it easy 
to sand along the side of a 
table without it being heavy or 
awkward,” said DIYer Natasha 
Thomas. Well-placed adjust-
ment switches and vibration 
control earned this sander top 
marks for delivering a smooth 
experience. While the filtered 
dust collector sucked up waste 
like a dream, some found it 
slipped off the tool in use. 

Get It: $229, boschtools.com

One way to keep from damaging materi-
als—especially on a softwood species like 
pine—is to hold the tool above the surface 
before turning it on. Once the pad is in mo-
tion, ease it gently onto the work surface 
and start sanding. Even with random orbit 
tools, I still like to sand with the grain 
when I can, especially at lower grits.

Sandpaper doesn’t last forever. Even if it 
still feels rough, it’s not. Telltale signs that 
that it’s time to change the paper: when 
it’s frayed, clogged, or the same color as 
the wood. It doesn’t pay to be frugal with 
paper—it works as long as it works, then it 
doesn’t work anymore. 

Most of these sanders are designed to col-
lect dust two ways: via a built-in canister or 
by connecting them to a shop vac. Switch-
ing to a vacuum connection is as simple as 
removing the canister and replacing it with 
the vacuum hose.

TESTER
FAVORITE
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Change the 
mailbox

Add Polish to Outdoor Areas
Small projects like cleaning off  a wall, swapping out the mailbox, 
or laying a random stone path will add charm outside the house.

PASADENA MAILBOX WITH CUSTOM NUMBERS, AMERICASFINESTMAILBOX.COM

Don’t underestimate the appeal the right mailbox can add 
to your front door—swapping a generic box for one aligned 
with your architecture can uplift your entire entryway. If you 
have an existing mailbox, remove it from its screws and use 
them (if possible) to hang the new one. For new installations, 
trace the back of the box onto grocery-bag paper, cut it out, 
and mark the screw keyholes; use this template to measure 
for placement. A good rule of thumb: Aim for 12" from the 
door and 42" from the bottom of the box to the ground. Use 
a level to ensure that screw holes will be plumb, then drill 1" 
deep with a ¼" bit (use a masonry bit on bricks) and place 
plastic screw anchors in your holes. Install 1¼" screws (leave 
5/8" exposed to hang the box), then place your mailbox. 

A little moss growing in the right places (between walkway stones, for example) can be a 
pretty outdoor accessory—but moss climbing a brick wall isn’t a look most homeowners want. 
Remove it with a simple water-based cleaning method and some good old-fashioned elbow 
grease. You’ll need a bucket, a long-handled scrub brush, and bleach, and you should always 
wear gloves and eye protection for safety.

Mix two cups laundry bleach per gallon of water, then dip the brush into this mixture and 
start scrubbing the wall from the top down. Proceed slowly and methodically—you don’t want 
to miss any areas. It may take a couple of scrubbing passes to remove all of the green. When 
you’re done, rinse the wall thoroughly with a hose. (You also can use a TSP/water combination, 
but it can be hard on surrounding plants, so work sparingly and minimize absorption by soak-
ing the ground nearby before beginning. It also can fade adjoining paint, so tape accordingly.)

Remove 
mossy 
stains

WET DOWN THE 
WALL BEFORE YOU 
START SCRUBBING 

T0 KEEP OVERLY 
DRY BRICKS FROM 
SUCKING IN THE 

BLEACH SOLUTION.
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For longevity and to avoid cracking, select stones that are at least ¾" thick.TIP

Place a garden path
A random stone path is a lovely way to add vintage 
appeal and a practical element to the garden—not only 
does it create a charming focal point for your yard, but 
walking on stones decreases dirt tracked into the house. 

STEP 2

Lay stones atop the grass 
along your route. Pay atten-
tion to how shapes fi t together, 
overall appearance, and 
spacing between them—24"
on center accommodates 
most strides, and 3' is a good 
standard width. (You want the 
path to be wide enough for two 
people to walk side by side.) 

STEP 1

Consider where your path should lead (to a 
bench or special grouping of plants?) and 
whether it should be straight or meander-
ing. Avoid getting too close to large trees 
(and their roots). Walk the course to see if 
it feels right, then lay out the path in 3-D 
using stakes and twine, or even a garden 
hose. Do some spots seem too high now? 
Would an adjustment right or left work 
better? Live with your mockup for a few 
days before installing. 

STEP 3

Once you’ve arranged the stones 
in a pleasing pattern, it’s time 
to install them. Start by cutting 
around the edge of the stone with 
a utility knife or a spade. Next, 
move the stone and cut laterally 
beneath the turf. Take a trowel 
and dig out some additional 
soil—your hole should be 1" 
deeper than your paving stone.

STEP 4

Place a ½" layer of soft sand 
into the hole, then compact it. 
The sand will help keep the 
stones from heaving. Finally, 
set the stones one at a time, 
checking for level as you go. 
Placing them ¼" below the 
surface of adjoining grass will 
allow for easy lawn mowing. 
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THE FIX

Share Your Story!
What have you, your spouse, pet, contractor, previous owner (you get the picture) screwed up? Email us at ohjeditorial@aimmedia.com.

Ouch—there’s nothing like a profes-
sional repair that actually makes 
the problem worse! To fi nd out the 
best way to fi x this (beyond fi nding a 
different contractor stat, of course), 
we checked with Charlie Allen of the 
Cambridge, Massachusetts-based 
fi rm Charlie Allen Renovations, 
who surmised that the bricks and 
other debris could be trapped in the 
chimney either by the damper or by 
an offset in the fl ue. “Try opening the 
damper,” Allen suggests. “If it won’t 
open, it’s probably because bricks are 
sitting on it.” If the damper appears 
to be working normally, the debris 
is most likely stuck in the fl ue offset. 
“You can look up the chimney with 
fl ashlight or a camera to fi gure out 
how far up the bricks are,” Allen says.

As for clearing out the fl ue, “the 
way to get the bricks out is to use 
gravity to push them out through the 
fi replace mouth,” Allen says. You’ll 
want to call in a pro for this job, 
as they’ll need to set up a plastic-
walled tent with a HEPA vacuum 
around the fi replace opening to 
catch the dislodged dust and debris. 
“The protection is really impor-
tant,” says Allen. “The soot and fi ne 
dust inside that fl ue are incredibly 
invasive and will go everywhere.” He 
suggests checking with a company 
that installs cast-in-place chimney 
liners (such as SolidFlue, Golden 
Flue, or Supafl u); they should have 
the necessary tools and equipment 
to chip off the cement cover and 
push the debris out of the chimney.

Speaking of chimney liners, if your 
chimney doesn’t have one (or if the 
existing one is damaged), getting a 
new liner should be next on your list 
after the fl ue is emptied out—it’s es-
sential for safe fi replace operation.

We had a crumbling chimney on our 1878 Stick Style 
Victorian. I was eight months pregnant and my husband was 

away on business when the chimney was repaired, so I really had 
to take the contractor’s word for it that the job had been fi nished. 
Imagine our shock when my husband came home and took a walk 
on the roof, only to fi nd that our “repaired” chimney was down 
to only one fl ue—the second fl ue that vented our only fi replace 
was entirely cemented over, and had been fi lled with loads of old 
chimney bricks and giant gobs of hardened cement! 
–Red Queen, via MyOldHouseOnline.com

The fi replace fl ue had been “fi lled with old chimney bricks 
and gobs of hardened “

cement!
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SUPER COUPON!

Customers and Experts Agree Harbor Freight WINS in QUALITY and PRICE

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT

If You Buy Tools Anywhere Else, 
You're Throwing Your Money Away

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER 

COUPON!
SUPER 

COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

FREE
NO PURCHASE REQUIRED

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be 
used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: 
compressors, generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 65162), open box items, 
in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original 
receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

ANY SINGLE ITEM

20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON!

SUPER COUPON!SUPER COUPON!

Why a FREE GIFT with NO PURCHASE REQUIRED and NO STRINGS ATTACHED?
Because once you see our GREAT QUALITY and RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES, 

YOU'LL NEVER BUY TOOLS ANYWHERE ELSE!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER 

COUPON!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/1/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/1/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/1/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

500 Stores
Nationwide

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

FREE FREE
NO PURCHASE REQUIRED NO PURCHASE REQUIRED

VALUE
 $699 

VALUE
 $699 

VALUE
 $499 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT
NINE LED 

ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT

ITEM 65020
69052/69111

Item 65020 
shown ITEM 47737/69080

69030/69031

Item 47737 
shown

1” x 25 FT. 
TAPE 

MEASURE ITEM 47770/61313
Item 47770 

shown

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET 

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 
61454/61693

 $14999 REG. 
PRICE 

$219 .99 

Item 67847 shown

"The Perfect Compressor with Powerful, 
Quiet and Consistent Airfl ow...
Plus we Love the Low Price"

– Street Trucks Magazine

SAVE 
$70 SAVE 

$60

 $8999 
REG. PRICE $149 .99 

Item 
69257 
shown

14" OSCILLATING 
SPINDLE SANDER

LOT NO. 69257
95088/62146

 60" WORKBENCH  WITH 
FOUR DRAWERS

 $13999 
REG. PRICE $249 .99 

LOT NO.   
93454  
69054

Item 93454 
shown

SAVE 
$110

 $8499 
REG. PRICE 

$199 .99 

SAVE 
$115

Item 
98199 
shown

1 0" SLIDING COMPOUND 
MITER SAW 

LOT NO. 98199/61307
61971/61972

SUPER
 

COUPON!

$1999
SAVE
42%

1/4" TRIM ROUTER

LOT NO.   
44914/61626  

Item 44914 
shown

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 $16999 
REG. PRICE $249 .99 

SAVE 
$80

 2 HP INDUSTRIAL 
5 MICRON 

DUST COLLECTOR 
LOT NO. 

97869/61790
Item  97869  

shown

70 Gallon Capacity

SAVE 
46%

24" CLAMP AND 
CUT EDGE GUIDE

 $699 
REG. PRICE $12 .99 

LOT NO.  66126 

LOT NO. 
    68784
69387
62270

REG. PRICE $699 .99 
 $36999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

Item 68784 shown

"We Are Impressed With the Quality...
The Price is Incredible"

– Car Craft Magazine

Super High 
Gloss Finish!

2633 lb. Capacity
Weighs 245 lbs.

SAVE 
$330

NEW!
SUPER 

COUPON!

 RAPID PUMP®

3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT NO.  68048 /69227/62116

 $7499 REG. 
PRICE 

$159 .99 
Weighs 
74 lbs.

Item 
68048 
shown

SAVE 
$85

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 11/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$5999
Item 97181 

shown

4" x 36" BELT/
6" DISC SANDER  

LOT NO. 
97181/93981

SAVE
$40

Circle 026 on Free Information Card
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TAPE-EASE
This rubber grip eliminates 
solo tape-measure fum-
bling by securely holding 
onto almost any surface. 
$3.99, tape-ease.com

1. REMOVE THE CHAIR BACKS 
Lay each chair on its back on a fl at surface, and 
detach the seat and front legs by gently striking 
the chair back near the seat with a rubber 
mallet or dead blow hammer while pulling the 
front of the chair in the opposite direction. This 
should loosen the dowels and glue holding it 
together and allow you to pull it apart.

2. CREATE A BASE FOR THE BENCH SEAT
Brian and Jami used 1" x 2¼" oak strips to 
create a sturdy 36" x 12" frame, securing it by 
driving two 3½" screws through the long piece 
and into the short one on each corner. Attach 
the chair backs to the frame by driving three 
screws through the bottom slat of each chair 
back and into the frame. 

3. ADD A BOTTOM RAIL
For extra stability, Brian and Jami used stock 

pine 1x2 lumber to create a second frame 9" 
below the seat. Screw the two long pieces of 
the frame directly into the chair legs, then 
screw the shorter cross-pieces into the long 
ones. Complete the bottom rail by fi nish-
nailing fi ve strips of ¾" x 1" molding, spaced 7" 
apart, on top of the frame. You're now ready to 
fi ll the nail and screw holes, prime, and paint 
the bench.

4. MAKE THE SEAT
Cut a piece of ½" plywood to the same size 
as the top frame. Cover it with a piece of quilt 
batting (cut about 1" larger on each side than 
the plywood) and a durable fabric (cut about 2" 
larger than the plywood). Pull the fabric taut 
over the batting, and staple it to the plywood 
with a staple gun. Finally, use two L-brackets 
with screws on the bottom of the seat to attach 
it to the frame. 

When their knockoff  Duncan Phyfe dining 
chairs began falling apart, blogger Jami 

Boys and her husband, Brian, came up with a 
clever way to reuse them—turn the chair backs 
into the sides of an Empire-inspired bench. 

Empire-Style Bench

Restore
SALVAGE IT STEALS & DEALS

 THE COST

 dining chairs $20

 lumber & 
 molding $30

 paint $15

 quilt batting $10

 fabric $30

 TOTAL $105TOTAL $105

More Online

Get a link to step-by-step photos of this project at oldhouseonline.com.

BENCH DOG BLADE-LOC
Protect your hands (and 
prevent blade damage!) 
by using this cover while 
swapping out the blades 
on your circular saw. 
$12.59, rockler.com 

REVEAL POWER SCRUBBER
Ditch the old toothbrush 
and make quick work 
of grout stains with this 
battery-powered scrubber. 
$14.99, rubbermaid.com

FOR MORE PADDING, 
YOU CAN PLACE 

ANOTHER CUSHION 
ON TOP OF THE SEAT.
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WIDE PINE 
FLOORING

BROAD-AXE FLOORING Co.
1320 Lee Rd., Guilford, VT 05301

www.broadaxeflooring.com
802.257.0064

Victorian 
Lighting Works

P.O. Box 469 
251 S. Pennsylvania Ave
Centre Hall, PA 16828

814-364-9577

vlworks.com

Circle 060 on Free Information Card

Erickson’s Antique StovesErickson’s Antique Stoves
 As se

en 
in 

Old-H
ous

e I
nter

iors

Restoration,  
conversion,  
and sales of  
antique heating  
and cook stoves. 
Highest quality  
craftsmanship.  
 
34 years in business.

Box 2275 2 Taylor St. Littleton, MA 01460  978-857-8014  erickstove@gmail.com

Circle 021 on Free Information CardCircle 010 on Free Information Card
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Warped doors can be found in many old houses. The degree of twist usually determines whether the 
door is merely a nuisance, or if it truly can’t function. The causes vary, but warping generally happens 
on doors that are relatively thin (usually less than 1¼"), ones that were made with poor wood, or 
ones that have spent extended time in a damp environment, like a bathroom. Additionally, a door can 
sometimes get warped and misshapen by being forced to close in a jamb that has settled unevenly. 
Determine, if you can, whether it’s the door or the jamb that is skewed. By Ray Tschoepe

64

DO THIS, NOT THAT
Restore

Doors That Won’t Close

WRONG WAY

RIGHT WAY
ADJUST THE JAMB OR HINGES 
You can take a number of steps to reset a door that simply has dif-
fi culty latching. Look to three common areas of adjustment: the stop 
moldings, and the upper and lower hinges. The easiest approach 
is to remove the stop moldings from the strike side and top of the 
door. Close the door until it latches, then reinstall the moldings to 
follow the door’s curve. (These moldings are generally thin and bend 
along gentle curves.) If this doesn’t solve the problem, try adjust-
ing the hinges. Move the hinges in the direction you want the upper 
and lower portion of the door to move (so if there is a gap at the top, 
move the hinge “in” toward the stop molding to close it; if the door’s 
pressing hard against the stop, move the hinge away from the stop 
molding to adjust). Since adjustments can stress the hinges, move 
them no more than a quarter inch in each direction (usually opposite 
each other, which helps the door sit straighter). This small move 
will necessitate plugging the original screw holes and drilling new 
ones, since holes that are very close to the originals often will allow 
the screw to migrate back to the original position. If the door is badly 
warped, you’ll need to replace it.

FORCE IT CLOSED
Avoid the temptation to keep pushing 
harder against the door to get it to latch—
this puts a lot of stress on the door lock, 
and will eventually cause it to fail. Some 
people try screwing thin blocks of wood 
behind the lock keeper to bring it out far 
enough to latch the warped door. This will 
require longer and longer screws to secure 
the keeper. Even then, the door will be 
partially open to air, sound, and light even 
when it’s latched.
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ou don’t put just any shutters 
on a home such as this.  You choose 

Timberlane.  While most people love 
their look, to you, the beauty’s in 

the details. 
Y

Available in Maintenance-Free 
EndurianTM and Premium Wood

WWW.FINESHUTTERS.COM/OHJ

Circle 040 on Free Information Card

Real Wood For Real 
Restoration & New Construction

Established 
1857

Call, write or fax for Free Brochure

Tel: 802-767-4747 Fax: 802-767-3107

woodsiding@madriver.com

www.woodsiding.com

Quartersawn Clapboard
 Siding & Building Materials 

Including Heart Pine and 
Hardwood Flooring

Also featuring...
Cabots Factory Finish™

Exterior Pre-Finish 
for all types of wood siding.
Allows priming or fi nishing

prior to installation
with 15 year warranty:

Circle 025 on Free Information Card

Circle 055 on Free Information Card

Circle 001 on Free Information Card



Patricia Poore is Editor  
Emeritus of Old House Journal.
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ASK OLD HOUSE JOURNAL
Restore

Q:I’m having 
trouble fitting 

my large furniture 
into the Victorian 
house I’m restoring—
it has too many 
windows, not  
enough wall space  
(a nice problem to 
have). Any ideas?
—Carol Long, via  
MyOldHouseOnline.com 

A: Much of the furniture 
sold today is oversized 

and overstuffed. Still, if yours is 
of good quality and you like it, 
there’s no reason you can’t use 
most of it in a Victorian house. 
Some suggestions:
• Using fewer, larger pieces 

actually can make a room look 
bigger and less cluttered. 

•  Don’t place everything 
against a wall (where you 
encounter windows and 
doors). Pulling furniture 
toward the center of the room 
creates conversation groups.

• Go ahead and center a large 
focal piece in front of a win-
dow. Try diagonal placements.

• Consider reversible solutions, 
like removing bun feet under 
a chest to minimize height, or 
cutting down a tall post (save 
the splice) on a bed that has to 
tuck into a sloping dormer.

• Reupholster or slipcover loud 
pieces in neutral classics.

• Get creative about what goes 
where. Maybe an oversize 
chair is better used in the stair 
hall, rather than crowding the 
living room.

•  Think of volume, not just 
width and length. A tall 
Victorian room can take larger 
pieces than a similar room 
with low ceilings.

• That said, you may want to 
deaccession a piece or two.

Q:For 19 years, sparrows have pecked 
away at the sandstone around our 

doors; we assumed pitting started from the 
use of de-icing salts, so we have not used 
salt since we moved in. A masonry company 
applied a sealer to the affected stones, but it 
didn’t deter the sparrows. Can you help?
—Jonna McRury, Toledo, Ohio

A:Well, I’m familiar with what pigeon poop 
does to limestone and sandstone, but I 
haven’t come across sparrow damage. Per-
haps I should have by now: Sparrow Pecked 

is the name of one historic stone-block finish. If they labeled a 
face finish after it, it must be a rather common phenomenon! 
(Though Sparrow Pecked sandstone was used in America, 
today’s references come mostly from sources in the U.K. and 
Australia selling Sparrow Pecked Cladding Sandstone: “Sparrow 
pecking is a traditional hand-chiseled rustic finish… The texture 
can be produced from a fine finish through to a heavily punched 
finish, replicating chiseled finishes seen [in] old Sydney Town.”)

The careful treatment is neat and consistent compared to your 
stones, which were “chiseled” by actual sparrows. I agree with 
Tyler Rodkey, a technician at LimeWorks (limeworks.us), who 
theorizes that the birds are pecking for the stone or calcium grit 
they need for digestion. (Think about the limestone-and-oyster-
shell grit given to chickens, or the pecking stones for birds sold 
in pet stores.) 

You’ve already taken the first step: decreasing the number of 
nests in your tile roof. The pecked area is limited to low spots 
where the birds can perch. I would cover those stones with 
plywood for at least one season. To patch the damage, Rodkey 
suggests a LimeWorks patching material called Lithomex. (The 
color appears similar to LMTN3, Light Indy Limestone, but you 

should send a sample for verification.) The product is 
troweled on and tooled to match the face stone 

or fluting. 

“I have pictures of the birds 
caught in the act,” writes the 
homeowner, describing peck-
ing damage in the limestone 
around two entry doors.

Have a Question?
Ask Patricia at ppoore@aimmedia.com. P
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Society for

www.HistoricAmericanHomes.org
Join Us Today!

Live in the Moment.
Cherish the Past.

Join Us Today!

Circle 048 on Free Information CardCircle 006 on Free Information Card

Circle 015 on Free Information Card Circle 016 on Free Information Card
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The Fastest, Easiest Source, 
for the best custom porch products.

Reproduce your design or choose from
our stock spindles

888-459-9965
www.westernspindle.com

roduce your design or choose from
our stock spindles

Quality - Beauty - Durability

www.gardensheds.com 
pool houses     green houses     potting sheds    studios     solariums    pavilions

call us TOLL-FREE: 
1-877-SHEDS-11

to discuss your project

Williamsburg Classic®

Circle 068 on Free Information Card Circle 053 on Free Information Card

Circle 066 on Free Information Card Circle 005 on Free Information Card



78 VINTAGE VISION: BUNGALOW PORCH |  80 FAVORITE THINGS: GRAND ENTRANCES  |  82 KEY DETAIL: VICTORIAN GABLE  |  86 THEY STILL MAKE: CUTOUT SHUTTERSP
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 W

IL
LI

A
M

 W
R

IG
H

T;
 T

Y
P

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y
 B

Y
 E

R
IC

 C
A

P
O

SS
E

LA

69

SHEDS 
WITH 
STYLE 

70





71

A BETTER SHED
For an outbuilding that complements
 your old house, start with traditional 

styles and materials.

By Catriona Tudor Erler
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Sheds have evolved far beyond a place 
to store tools, pots, and bags of fertilizer. 
Today, garden outbuildings serve a multi-
tude of purposes, ranging from man caves 
and home offi  ces to dining pavilions and 
even aviaries. Sheds and outbuildings can 
be extremely useful, extending your living 
and storage space, generally at a cost much 
less than a home addition. 

A poorly designed shed is an eyesore 
in the garden, but one that’s well-designed 
and -proportioned can be a valued focal 
point, adding grace and charm to 
the landscape. 

Ideally, an outbuilding should be consis-
tent with your home’s architecture, giving 
a sense of coherence and harmony to the 
overall look of your property. Fortunately, 
that doesn’t mean you have to go to huge 
expense to build a custom structure. Today, 
many prefabricated shed retailers off er 
customized options, allowing you to coordi-
nate your outbuilding to your home by 
matching the roof and siding colors. These 
sheds also come in diff erent styles, giving 
you a choice of roofl ine, window and door 
design, and other features. Then there are 
the “extras,” such as shutters, skylights, 
window boxes, porches, vents, ramps, 

HOW TO GET PROPORTIONS RIGHT
Building a shed from scratch? Consider choosing 
dimensions that relate to the Fibonacci number 
sequence. These pleasing ratios, discovered in the 
13th century by the Italian mathematician Leonardo 
Fibonacci, closely follow a 1:1.61 ratio. Known as the 
Golden Ratio, it often appears in nature and was used 
regularly in classical architecture. 

When designing your own outbuilding, you can keep 
it well-proportioned by making the length and width 
any two successive Fibonacci numbers, such as 3' x 5', 
5' x 8', 8' x 13', or 13' x 21'. 

and electricity—even plumbing, heating, 
and cooling.

For most people, a basic 8' x 10' shed is 
large enough for storing bicycles, tools, 
or garden equipment, or even as a home 
offi  ce or library retreat. However, if you 
intend to use the shed for a hobby or other 
activity, it may need to be larger. For exam-
ple, the minimum recommended size for a 
woodshop is 12' x 20' so there’s room to ma-
neuver with a full sheet of plywood. Check 
with a shed retailer for advice on the optimal 
size for the building’s purpose. Companies 
that customize prefabricated structures 
generally off er lengths and widths in 2' in-
crements (such as 4' x 6' or 12' x 20'), giving 
you ample choice for the dimensions. 

Because sheds are essentially miniature 
versions of houses or barns, they tend to 
have a dollhouse look that is particularly 
charming and even whimsical. If the shed 
is near your house, echo the house’s archi-
tectural style. If you site it some distance 
from your house, perhaps you’ll want to 
celebrate the whimsy of the miniature scale, 
or even create a fantasy outbuilding. A gar-
den, and the structures within it, are your 
artist’s palette, giving you an opportunity to 
express yourself.
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LEFT: EVEN A TINY SHED HAS ENOUGH SPACE TO STASH 

TOOLS—AND ADDS WHIMSY TO A SMALL GARDEN.
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A LARGE BARN-STYLE OUTBUILDING (LIKE 

THIS ONE FROM COUNTRY CARPENTERS) CAN 

BECOME A GUEST COTTAGE OR WOODSHOP. 
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SHOULD YOU GO GREEN?
While it’s just gaining traction in the U.S., the trend 
for creating roofs covered in living plants is well-
established in Europe. A garden shed is an ideal 
structure for a green roof, helping it to blend nicely 
into the garden setting—and a green roof provides 
structural and environmental benefi ts that include 
insulating the building, reducing storm water runoff, 
and increasing the roof’s lifespan. As an added 
bonus, some municipalities are giving tax breaks to 
encourage the creation of green roofs. Be aware that 
a roof designed to support plants must be reinforced 
to bear a load of up to 300 pounds per square yard. 
Hardy sedums are popular plants for green roofs 
because they thrive in a lightweight, soil-less growing 
medium and are drought tolerant. They just need a 
yearly trim and occasional fertilizer to look their best.

WHAT’S IN A SHED?
No longer just a place to keep yard 
tools, today’s outbuildings encompass 
a range of different uses.

GREENHOUSE
Adding skylights and upping the number of windows on the façade turns a basic 
garden shed (like this model from GardenSheds.com) into a greenhouse—
a welcome place for serious gardeners to cultivate specimens in the off-season.

STUDIO/RETREAT
Furnished simply with a desk, bookcases, and/or a couch, a backyard 
building can become a close-by retreat for writing, reading, or dreaming—
minus the usual distractions of your main house.

POOL HOUSE
An outbuilding placed alongside the pool can have many uses—storage for 
chemicals and pool toys, a changing room, or even a cabana that offers 
a casual place to escape from the sun.

More Online

Find a guide to manufacturers of traditionally 
styled sheds at oldhouseonline.com.
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Building in organizational systems from 
the start will help keep your garden shed tidy.

A rail of pegs holds 
large tools off the 
ground. (Space two 
pegs a couple of inches 
apart to hold brooms, 
shovels, and rakes.)

Take a cue from Julia 
Child's kitchen and create 
a pegboard for larger 
tools; trace the outline of 
each tool on the board, 
and you'll always put it 
back in the right place.

A high shelf keeps extra 
pots out of the way until 
you're ready to use them.

Mount a magnetic rail to 
keep smaller tools like 
paintbrushes and pliers 
easily accessible.

Sturdy storage baskets 
below the workbench can 
hold bags of potting soil 
and other large supplies.

GET ORGANIZED
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

With a little ingenuity, you can fi nd 
space for a shed even in a tiny city 
garden. Build one into a corner of 
the fence or along the back garden 
wall. A narrow lean-to addition on 
the side of the house is another 
space-saving way to gain storage. 
Here are a few things to consider 
when siting your shed:

How much space is available? You’ll want to leave 
enough space for a person to get behind and to 
either side of the structure. If you have plenty of 
space in your yard, do you want the building near 
the house so it’s easy and quick to get to, or is the 
journey there part of the process of escape?

Will this be a gracious structure that’s a focal 
point for your overall garden design, or a 
workhorse of a building that’s best tucked away 
out of sight?

Do you want your building to be primarily in the 
sun or shade?

Is the ground in your desired location level? Does it 
have good drainage? If not, plan on some site-prep 
work prior to construction.

Are there any overhanging trees nearby that could 
pose potential obstructions or problems? 

Are there any other buildings on the property? 
Consider their relation to (and distance from) 
the new shed.

Are there any setback regulations? Make sure to 
thoroughly research zoning requirements and 
secure any necessary permits before you begin. 

FURTHER READING
Sheds: The Do-It-Yourself 
Guide for Backyard Builders 
by David and Jeanie Stiles 
(Firefl y, 2007)
Renovating Barns, Sheds & 
Outbuildings by Nick Engler 
(Storey, 2001)
Stylish Sheds and Elegant 
Hideaways: Big Ideas for 
Small Backyard Destinations 
by Debra Prinzing and 
William Wright (Clarkson 
Potter, 2008)
Shed Chic: Outdoor 
Buildings for Work, Rest, 
and Play by Sally Coulthard 
(Rizzoli, 2009)

TUCKED INTO A CORNER OF THE YARD AND 

SURROUNDED BY PLANTS, THIS SIMPLE 

SHED BLENDS INTO ITS SURROUNDINGS.
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More on the iPad

See different paint 
palettes for this shed 
in our digital edition: 
oldhouseonline.

com/ohjdigital.

CUSTOMIZE A
BASIC SHED

With a little creativity and a few additions, 
you can take a no-frills shed and transform 
it into a charming building that’s in harmony 
with the style of your home.

TRIM
Fancy sawn trim along 
the gable adds a Victorian 
touch to a plain shed. Vine 
Scroll trim, $14.75/foot, 
empirewoodworks.com

SHUTTERS 
Installing shutters elevates a shed from“utilitarian 
building” to “miniature house.” Raised-panel versions 
confer colonial-era style. Raised-panel wood shutters, 
$195, timberlane.com 

WINDOW BOX
A window box brimming 
with fl owers creates 
a quaint cottage look. 
Teak window box, $150, 
signaturehardware.com

HINGE 
Replace stock hinges with ornate strap ones to add 
another fanciful detail. Strap hinge, $110, acornmfg.com

LIGHT
A welcoming light can 
add a bold style cue—
this one is perfect for 
Arts & Crafts buildings. 
Aspen lantern, $333, 
hoah.biz  

SpaceSaver 8' x 4' shed, $1,939, 
outdoorlivingtoday.com

http://hoah.biz
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Though not widely 
adopted, tile was 
promoted for porch 
fl oors in the early 
1900s, thanks to 
its durability. 1¼" 
marble hex tile, 
$16.95/sheet, and 
Greek key border, 
$24.80/sheet, 
subwayceramics.com 

Stained glass windows were 
commonly used near the 
entry to preserve privacy while 
admitting natural light. Check 
salvage stores for period 
originals. $450, ogtstore.com 

Ubiquitous on turn-
of-the-century 
porches, a clear-
fi nished beadboard 
ceiling adds an 
essential note of 
cottage-y charm. 
Look for tongue-and-
groove planks in rot-
resistant species like 
cypress, redwood, 
and cedar at suppliers 
such as vintagewood
works.com

With art glass and 
a verdigris patina, 
a pendant-style 
porch light nods to 
the bungalow’s Arts 
& Crafts pedigree. 
Holly chain-mount 
light, from $360, 
oldcalifornia.com T
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Design
VINTAGE VISION

Sears, Roebuck & Co. / 1916 

A Victorian craze, wicker 
furniture lost many of its 
frills during the Arts & Crafts 
movement, but retained its 
status as the outdoor seat 
of choice. Sanibel rocker, $395,
theporchswingcompany.com 

A model Sears bungalow showcases the ideal early 20th-century porch.

More Online
Peek inside a Sears house at 
oldhouseonline.com/sears-house.

http://subwayceramics.com
http://ogtstore.com
http://vintagewoodworks.com
http://oldcalifornia.com
http://theporchswingcompany.com
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Prevents Erosion
Runoff is changed to a 3 foot wide band
of soft rain-sized droplets.
Self-Cleans
Unique louver design allows leaves and
debris to blow or wash away.
Protects Property
The Rainhandler self-cleaning system
eliminates clogged, overflowing gutters &
downspouts. No ground erosion. No ice
dams. No water in basement.

For FREE information call or fax
Ph: 800-942-3004, Fax: 800-606-2028

SPECIAL OFFER! 30% OFF
Mention Code OH0714

when you call or enter online at checkout.
www.rainhandler.com

OFFER EXPIRES 09/30/2014

USE RAINHANDLER
GET RID OF YOUR GUTTERS

Rainhandler

Installs Easily
Each 5-foot section comes with 3 brackets &
6 screws.  Do an entire home in 3 or 4 hours.

Maintenance-Free
All-aluminum Rainhandler louvers make
messy, leaking gutters history. 

Protects You
Self-cleaning system protects you 
from climbing ladders.

Guarantees
Money-back satisfaction guaranteed for one
full year, 25-year warranty.

PORCH SHADES

OHJ/0814

Circle 018 on Free Information CardCircle 031 on Free Information Card

Circle 056 on Free Information Card

http://www.rainhandler.com


Serial restorer Mary Ellen Polson is known 
for her discerning eye for period furnishings. Design

FAVORITE THINGS

80

Point of Entry
A few fresh strokes around the front door can make 
a remarkable diff erence, especially when they include 
one of these unexpected period treasures. By Mary Ellen Polson

5

2

1

4

3

1. NAUTICAL FLAIR
In antique brass with white 
opalescent glass, the Newport 
sconce suits a variety of early 
20th-century house styles, 
especially on either side of 
an entry. From $345. Arroyo 
Craftsman, (626) 960-9411, 
arroyo-craftsman.com

2. FOCAL POINT
Restore your early American 
or Colonial Revival entry with 
a hand-built raised-panel door 
fl anked by sidelights, in long-
lived African mahogany. $4,955. 
Vintage Doors by Yesteryear’s, 
(800) 787-2001, vintagedoors.com 

3. RING FOR MR. CARSON
Own the only Victorian doorbell 
on the block with a mechani-
cal butler’s bell straight out of 
a grand English manor. Solid 
brass bell, $129.99;  exterior 
pull, $99. Crown City Hardware, 
(626) 794-0234, restoration.com

4. PROHIBITION FAVORITE
Illicit in the ’20s and quaint 
now, a speakeasy in oil-rubbed 
bronze is an attractive way to 
see who’s at the door. The 8½" 
grille comes with a latching 
interior door. $139.95. 
Signature Hardware, (866) 855-
2284, signaturehardware.com

5. CHANNELING EASTLAKE
Heavily fi gured and ornate 
enough for a Queen Anne door, 
the cast bronze Briggs entry 
set comes in 10 patina fi nishes. 
$808. Rocky Mountain 
Hardware, (888) 788-2013, 
rockymountainhardware.com

http://vintagedoors.com
http://restoration.com
http://signaturehardware.com
http://rockymountainhardware.com
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For Interior 
& Exterior

Water 
Clean Up

Does Not 
Become Brittle

For Poured 
& Block Walls

Can Be 
Brushed On

Ready to Use
No Mixing

Can Be 
Rolled On

#4800 is an acrylic water based, 
high solid, economical method of 

solving moisture problems.

Specification Chemicals

Ask for Promo5 to get a 5% Discount

Here It Is! A Basement Waterproof 
Coating That Works!

For more information visit www.historichomeshows.com  
or www.designercraftsmenshows.com.

Or call Carolyn Walsh 800.826.3893 x 2209

FEBRUARY 6–8, 2015
VALLEY FORGE CASINO RESORT 

CONVENTION CENTER

1160 1ST AVENUE
KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 19406

HISTORIC HOME SHOW
The event for anyone (professionals 
and homeowners) who wants to learn 
about, restore, renovate, decorate,  
or care for old houses and preserve 
our architectural history. 

DESIGNER CRAFTSMEN SHOW
Celebrate the most time honored 
American craftsmen in the nation, 
featuring the highest quality in  

orary folk art, museum quality  
replicas, original artworks  
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Admission $10 when 
you preregister, $12 

on-site.

Save $2!

Circle 014 on Free Information CardCircle 049 on Free Information Card

Circle 044 on Free Information Card

http://www.historichomeshows.com
http://www.designercraftsmenshows.com
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During the Victorian era, virtually no 
surface went unadorned—including 

the usually demure gable. Displaying 
large degrees of ornament, gables 

often included layer upon layer 
of complementary woodwork 

that resulted in a memorable 
3-D appearance.

Decorative Gable

SUNBURST
A popular motif in the late 
1800s, sunbursts can be 
interpreted two ways: as a 
reference to the optimism 
of a “golden age,” or as 
a nod to Great Britain (and 
the idea that the sun never 
sets on the British Empire).

DENTIL BAND
Borrowed from classical 
Greek architecture, this 
row of small tooth-like 
projections is used to 
accent architectural 
features; here, it also 
serves as the cornice on 
an unusual stylized, 
protruding pediment. 

STICKWORK
Wooden boards (or “sticks”) 
prominently arranged in 
a checkerboard pattern 
are a nod to the Stick Style, 
which used applied exterior 
elements to suggest a 
building’s inner structure.

Design
KEY DETAIL

82
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@demetra_ohj

/oldhouseonline

@demetra_ohj

PIN YOUR 

FAVORITE IMAGES

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
FOR MORE OF WHAT 

YOU LOVE

TWEET YOUR 
QUESTIONS AND TIPS

/oldhousejournal

SHOW US YOUR  
DIY PROJECTS  

ON INSTAGRAM

Jump Into 
The Conversation

Circle 067 on Free Information Card

Circle 004 on Free Information Card

Circle 019 on Free Information Card
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The Traditional Building 
Conference Series is made 
possible by the generous 

support of our 2014 
exclusive sponsors:

GOLD
Marvin Windows.Historical 
Arts & Casting.Timberlane

SILVER
Allied Window.Ludowici Roof 
Tile.Crown Point Cabinetry.

John Canning Studios.
Wiemann Iron.HB&G 

Companies .The Unico 
System

BRONZE
Crittall Windows.Kepco+.
Christman Company.ESCA 

Special Clean.
Lighting

Join us at one of these 
conference locations  

in our series: 
 

ST PAUL, MN 
Sept 25-26, 2014

 
ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA

Produced in  
collaboration with

Register Now!  
www.traditionalbuildingshow.com

JO
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G

Registration Inquiries: 
Carolyn Walsh  
781.779.1560  

cwalsh@aimmedia.com

Education Inquiries: 
Judy Hayward 
 802.674.6752  

jhayward@aimmedia.com

Sponsorship Inquiries: 
Peter H. Miller  

202.339.0744, ext. 104 
pmiller@aimmedia.com

oldhouseonline.com

Inspiration
for your entire house,  
including the kitchen sink.

Have The Best Of Both Worlds!Have The Best Of Both Worlds!

Innerglass®
 Window Systems, LLC
The Compression-Fit Advantage

Save Your Historic Windows with
High-Tech Interior Storm Windows
Save Your Historic Windows with

High-Tech Interior Storm Windows
10 Minute Install / 10 Seconds In / 10 Seconds Out

Installed
To be Installed

RADIATOR 
ENCLOSURES

Buy Factory  
       Direct & Save!

Many Styles & Colors
Baked Enamel Finish

MONARCH
 www.monarchrad.com

Send $1 for Brochure. 
Refundable with Order.
160 Airmount Road, Dept OHJ, 
Mahwah, NJ 07430 201-828-5716

Custom-Made 
Window Shades

Our specialty is manufacturing 

authentic Victorian

window shades with a variety 

of materials and styles.

914 Central Avenue | Alameda, CA 94501

www.shadeshop.com
toll free 877-522-0633

Circle 002 on Free Information Card Circle 029 on Free Information Card

Circle 036 on Free Information Card

http://www.traditionalbuildingshow.com
mailto:cwalsh@aimmedia.com
mailto:jhayward@aimmedia.com
mailto:pmiller@aimmedia.com
http://oldhouseonline.com
http://www.monarchrad.com
http://www.shadeshop.com
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GOOD FOR THE NEXT
CENTURY, PAGE 8
Architect Maclay Architects 
maclayarchitects.com 
Interior Designer 
Redmond Interior Design 
redmondinteriordesign.com  
Landscape Designer Cynthia 
Knauf Landscape Design 
cynthiaknauf.com 
Contractor Red House 
(802) 655-0009  
Gardener Sisters of Nature
(802) 825-1851
Paint Colors Living Room, Oak 
Ridge (235); Kitchen, Castle Walls 
(1573); Upstairs Floors, Victorian 
Garden (1531); Trim, White 
Dove (OC-17): Benjamin Moore 
benjaminmoore.com 
Wallpaper Dining Room, Meadow; 
Guest Room, Cherry Blossom: 
Zoffany zoffany.com
Bathtub Victoria & Albert 
vandabaths.com
Coffee Table Shackleton Thomas 
shackletonthomas.com
End Tables, Dining Room Table 
John Lomas Custom Furniture 
johnlomascustomfurniture.com

Sofa & Chairs Pearson
pearsonco.com
Guest Beds Old Biscayne Furniture 
oldbiscaynedesigns.com
Related Resources
Shutters Shuttercraft shuttercraft.
com Timberlane timberlane.com 
Vixen Hill vixenhill.com  
Siding Granville Manufacturing
woodsiding.com Ward Clapboard 
Mill wardclapboard.com
Porch Components & Accessories 
Cinderwhit & Company cinderwhit.
com Penobscot Bay Porch Swings 
penobscotbayporchswings.com 
Western Spindle westernspindle.com
Soapstone Countertops Bucks 
County Soapstone bcsoapstone.
com Vermont Soapstone
vermontsoapstone.com
SIMPLE CURTAINS, PAGE 18
Related Resources
Alameda Shade Shop shadeshop.
com Ann Wallace/Prairie 
Textiles annwallace.com Antique 
Drapery Rod Co./Anna Sova
antiquedraperyrod.com Bushere 
& Son Iron Studio bushereandson.
com London Lace londonlace.com 
Zwick Window Shade Company
windowshades.net

NESTLEDOWN, PAGE 20
Consultant Pathside Designs LLC 
(518) 755-3344
Related Resources
Reclaimed Flooring Broad-
Axe Flooring broadaxefl ooring. 
com Carlson’s Barnwood Co.
carlsonsbarnwood.com 
Screen Doors Coppa Woodworking 
coppawoodworking.com Vintage 
Doors LLC vintagedoors.com
Stoves Elmira Stove Works 
elmirastoveworks.com 
Erickson’s Antique Stoves
ericksonsantiquestoves.com 
Oriental Rugs The Persian Carpet
persiancarpet.com
ON THE ROOF, PAGE 42
Period Roofi ng Bartile Roofs
bartile.com EcoStar LLC ecostarllc.
com GAF gaf.com Ludowici 
ludowici.com Sheldon Slate 
Products sheldonslate.com
Cresting Architectural Iron
architecturaliron.com 
Chimney Pots Chimney Pot Shoppe 
chimneypot.com 

Gutters & Accessories Classic 
Gutter Systems classicgutters.com 
Rainhandler rainhandler.com 

Weathervanes & Finials The 
Brass Gallery brassgallery.com
New England Copperworks 
necopperworks.com
A BETTER SHED, PAGE 72
Custom & Kit Sheds Country 
Carpenters countrycarpenters.com 
GardenSheds.com gardensheds.
com Western Red Cedar Lumber 
Association realcedar.com
Hardware & Accessories
Acorn Manufacturing 
acornmfg.com Bushere & Son 
bushereandson.com Crown City 
Hardware restoration.com Historic 
Housefi tters historichousefi tters.
com House of Antique Hardware 
hoah.biz Signature Hardware 
signaturehardware.com
Exterior Lighting House of Antique 
Hardware hoah.biz 
Shutters Shuttercraft shuttercraft.
com Timberlane timberlane.com 
Vixen Hill vixenhill.com 

Trim Empire Woodworks
empirewoodworks.com Pro Wood 
Market prowoodmarket.com 

Resources

http://maclayarchitects.com
http://redmondinteriordesign.com
http://cynthiaknauf.com
http://benjaminmoore.com
http://zoffany.com
http://vandabaths.com
http://shackletonthomas.com
http://johnlomascustomfurniture.com
http://pearsonco.com
http://oldbiscaynedesigns.com
http://shuttercraft.com
http://shuttercraft.com
http://timberlane.com
http://vixenhill.com
http://woodsiding.com
http://wardclapboard.com
http://cinderwhit.com
http://cinderwhit.com
http://penobscotbayporchswings.com
http://westernspindle.com
http://bcsoapstone.com
http://bcsoapstone.com
http://vermontsoapstone.com
http://shadeshop.com
http://shadeshop.com
http://annwallace.com
http://antiquedraperyrod.com
http://bushereandson.com
http://bushereandson.com
http://londonlace.com
http://windowshades.net
http://broadaxeflooring.com
http://broadaxeflooring.com
http://carlsonsbarnwood.com
http://coppawoodworking.com
http://vintagedoors.com
http://elmirastoveworks.com
http://ericksonsantiquestoves.com
http://persiancarpet.com
http://bartile.com
http://ecostarllc.com
http://ecostarllc.com
http://gaf.com
http://ludowici.com
http://sheldonslate.com
http://architecturaliron.com
http://chimneypot.com
http://classicgutters.com
http://rainhandler.com
http://brassgallery.com
http://necopperworks.com
http://countrycarpenters.com
http://GardenSheds.com
http://gardensheds.com
http://gardensheds.com
http://realcedar.com
http://acornmfg.com
http://bushereandson.com
http://restoration.com
http://historichousefitters.com
http://historichousefitters.com
http://hoah.biz
http://signaturehardware.com
http://hoah.biz
http://shuttercraft.com
http://shuttercraft.com
http://timberlane.com
http://vixenhill.com
http://empirewoodworks.com
http://prowoodmarket.com
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CUTOUT SHUTTERS

THEY STILL MAKE...
Design

Win this pair of shutters! 
Enter at oldhouseonline.
com/shutter-giveaway.

Win It!

While shutters have been popular 
accessories on houses for some three 

centuries, those bearing cutout designs have 
come and gone. They reached a heyday in 
the early decades of the 20th century, when 
cutouts became a form of fashion statement 
that could vary from house to house along 
a single street. Designs were personalized 
and also tended to be regional. Acorns were 
popular in the Northeast, for example, 
while a Southern homeowner might install 
shutters with pineapple cutouts, a local sign 
of hospitality. Today, cutout shutters are 
again available in rot-resistant hardwoods  
(like select-grade Western red cedar), with a 
wealth of hand-cut designs (including custom 
patterns) for an authentic appearance. Fleur-
des-lis raised-panel shutters in Classic 
Burgundy , Shuttercraft, shuttercraft.com

86

http://shuttercraft.com


Antique and Historic Homes For Sale

w w w . a n t i q u e h o m e s m a g a z i n e . c o m

Find the most interesting unique

antique and historic homes.

...where buyers find their dreams.

www.antiquehomesmagazine.com

History for Sale

The Sales Directory of

Antique & Historic Properties

BIRDSBORO, PA - Architectural masterpiece by
renowned architect Frank Furness. Built circa 1888,
the Brooke Mansion boasts 13,700 sq. ft., 42 rooms,
16 bedrooms, 9 baths & 10 hand carved European
fireplaces. Sited on 3 acres with a zoning variance:
bed & breakfast, restaurant, office, private residence.
Listed as one of the 21 most noted homes in the world.
The ultimate antique, Brooke Mansion retains
architectural integrity with  95% of original features
intact. Circular rosewood library, pocket doors.
Just an hour west of Philadelphia. Contact owner.
800-358-2290 or 717-399-7995.
brookemansion@comcast.net; www.brookemansion.com

WOODBRIDGE, CT - Dating to 1760, the
Elmcroft Estate is an expansive 5 acre         prop-
erty located just five miles from Yale   Univer-
sity. Two residences occupy the property. The
stately main house is a ridge-to-street   center
chimney Colonial with antique details. The im-
pressive circa 1890 carriage house    includes a
five room income producing rental apartment, a
four to five car garage, a two stall stable and a
2160 sq. ft. unfinished loft. $569,000. Please
contact John Rumbold for more information or
look at our website online. 714-425-7202.
www.elmcroft.info

NEW BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS - Set in
the heart of this small rural village is a wonderful 18th

century brick and wood gambrel circa 1780, fully reno-
vated with historic detailing. The spacious plan fea-
tures rooms with wide plank flooring, and large win-
dows allow sunlight to drench nearly every corner. Four
reconstructed fireplaces and a beehive oven add com-
fort and character. There are four bedrooms and two
full baths, formal and informal parlors, a great dining
room and a cheerful country kitchen. Outbuildings in-
clude a blacksmith shop, garden shed and chicken
house.  Situated on 1.6 acres abutting field and farm-
land. If you are looking for a quiet retreat, this home is
a real delight. $399,900. www.petragliarealestate.com

LAFAYETTE, IN -  The Fowler House, circa
1852, is a Gothic Revival mansion based on a
design published by A. J. Downing. Built by
prominent merchant Moses Fowler, the house
has had only three owners. Grandson and sec-
ond owner Cecil Fowler built a sympathetic
Tudor Revival addition in 1917. It retains an
exceptional degree of integrity, including origi-
nal woodwork, decorative plaster, mantels, win-
dows, faux-graining, and light and plumbing
fixtures. The sale includes preservation cov-
enants. $1,250,000.  Please contact Kathy
Atwell.  Executive Director. 765-476-8411
ext.208. Kathy@tippecanoehistory.org

AUSTIN, TEXAS -  Built in 1886 the Wilkins-
Heath house was lovingly restored from the
studs in 2005 and is now a City of Austin His-
toric Landmark for its perfect representation of
a Victorian-era Queen Anne Cottage. No detail
was left out in restoring this beautiful home to
its original glory. Period reproduction wallpa-
per, original hardware, original or reclaimed
wood, this home is conveniently located in the
His to r i c  Trav i s  He igh t s  ne ighborhood .
$1,500,000. Nanette Labastida. The Gill Agency.
512-965-6339. www.thegillagency.com

CHASE CITY, VA - Colonial Revival, circa
1941. This 6100 sq. ft. home is grand beyond
words. Offers five bedrooms, 4.5 baths, first
floor office and second floor library. Features
include crown and dentil moldings plus wain-
scoting, arches and period paint colors. Gour-
met kitchen. Balwin brass hardware and crys-
tal light fixtures. Dining room and living room
fireplaces. Professional landscaping. Many
other features including large sun room.
$425,000. Max Sempowski. Old  House Prop-
erties with Keller Williams Realty. 434-391-
4855. www.oldhouseproperties.com

FREDERICK, MD - The President’s House. This
Queen Anne style home sits on 1.85 +/- acres of land.
In 1896, John H. Baker built this home with its un-
usual 3 story turret with a bell casted slate roof and
multi-gables. The wrap around porch is great for en-
tertaining. The front entrance is a leaded glass front
door with stained glass panels on either side. Tiled
fireplaces, pocket doors, a curved staircase and dra-
matic 12 ft. ceilings. Woodwork throughout, three
floors of living space with a small porch off the sec-
ond story. This 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home is currently
listed on MRIS for $800,000.00.  Please call Franklin
A. Jamison at 301-428-8200 for an appointment.
Charles H. Jamison, Inc. www.jamisonrealestate.com

NEW BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS - With
extraordinary views of pastoral farmscapes and long
vistas to the Berkshire Hills this home includes 35
acres of rolling meadows, apple orchard, lawn and
gardens and New England hardwood forest. A
reproduction of the Sturbridge Village "Fitch House"
with an addition built using historic building
materials. Large rooms, great fireplaces and fine
interior details such as the raised paneled room ends
and period lighting. Post & beam barn, dog kennels
and equipment storage outbuilding. A comfortable
private retreat just 25 minutes to Worcester.
$695,000. Petraglia Real Estate. 508-476-7745.
www.petragliarealestate.com

http://www.antiquehomesmagazine.com
mailto:717-399-7995.brookemansion@comcast.net
mailto:717-399-7995.brookemansion@comcast.net
http://www.brookemansion.com
http://www.elmcroft.info
mailto:Kathy@tippecanoehistory.org
http://www.thegillagency.com
http://www.oldhouseproperties.com
http://www.jamisonrealestate.com
http://www.petragliarealestate.com
http://www.petragliarealestate.com
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For FREE information on old-house products and services, mail in or fax the attached card, or visit www.oldhousejournal.com/lit

Simply check a category on the attached card to receive free information on all the products in that category, or circle the corresponding
Circle No. below for each advertiser that interests you.

Free Information Guide

Alameda Shade Shop 
Page 84 | Circle No. 002

Allied Window, Inc. 
Pages 33, 93 | Circle No. 003

American International Tool 
Page 83 | Circle No. 004

American Restoration Tile 
Pages 68, 89 | Circle No. 005

Americana 
Pages 79, 89 | Circle No. 018

Ann Wallace/ Prairie Textiles 
Pages 67, 89 | Circle No. 006

Antique Drapery Rod Co 
Page 89 | Circle No. 007

Antique Homes 
Page 87 

Arch Angle Windows & Doors 
Page 93 | Circle No. 008

Bartile Roofs, Inc. 
Page 2 | Circle No. 009

Bradbury & Bradbury Wallpaper 
Pages 63, 89

Broad-Axe Beam Company 
Page 63 | Circle No. 010

Bucks County Soapstone 
Pages 6, 89  

Bushere & Son Iron Studio 
Page 89 | Circle No. 011

Carlson’s Barnwood Co. 
Page 89 | Circle No. 012

Cinder Whit & Company, Inc. 
Page 83  

Classic Gutter Systems 
Pages 52, 93 | Circle No. 013

The Color People 
Page 93 | Circle No. 054

Coppa Woodworking 
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American Restoration Tile

American Restoration Tile is a custom ceramic tile 
manufacturing company. We specialize in repro-

ducing the tiles of the past to facilitate restoration 
of historically significant buildings and residences. 

Visit our website for more information.
501-455-1000; www.restorationtile.com

Circle 005 on Free Information Card

Bucks County Soapstone

Soapstone is a simple contributor to its  
environment never dominating the scene.  

This slant front hand-built sink is  
accessorized with our recessed and runnels 

combination drainboard. 
215-249-8181; www.BCSoapstone.com

Ann Wallace

We have been providing window treatments  
for period homes for more than 24 years. Please 

view our custom hand painted or  
stenciled roller shades and appliqued curtains 

with period hardware. Patterns, stencil  
templates and kits as well. Extensive library of 
applique and stencil designs to choose from. 

213-614-1757; www.annwallace.com
Circle 006 on Free Information Card

The Antique Drapery Rod Company

Ancient Craftsmanship. Modern Innovation.  
Hand Made in the USA since 1992!

3” and 2” scale wood rods in rope twist, fluted
and smooth, 12 styles of iron rods, 2” and 1”

scale tortoise shell bamboo rods, 2” and 1” scale
recycled polished aluminum drapery rods,  

eco responsible hand cast finials.
214-653-1733 www.antiquedraperyrod.com

Circle 007 on Free Information Card

Bradbury & Bradbury
Art Wallpapers

Our B.J. Talbert wallpaper
collection features leafy vinework and

flowers, in their original Aesthetic Movement
palette of sage, soft blue, cream, russet and
shimmering gold. Samples available online. 

707-746-1900; www.bradbury.com

Americana

Americana offers the entire DeVenco line of hand-
crafted, high quality custom manufactured window 

coverings including: authentic Colonial Wooden 
blinds, interior shutters in four designs: solid 

Raised Panels, Plantation, Victorian, and Caribbean 
movable louver shutters. Old-fashioned roll up 

Basswood Porch shades. Exterior shutters in three 
designs: Raised Panel, Movable and Fixed louvers.

800-269-5697; www.shutterblinds.com
Circle 018 on Free Information Card

Crown City Hardware

We’ve added new traditional design knob and 
escutcheon sets to our collection. Affordable, 

high quality sets that are a fantastic value. 
www.restoration.com

Circle 017 on Free Information Card

Carlson’s Barnwood Company

Reclaimed antique flooring in oak, pine, and 
other species. Barnwood planks and beams.
800-734-5824; www.carlsonsbarnwood.com

Circle 012 on Free Information Card

Bushere & Son Iron Studio Inc.

Our family is committed to creating high quality 
wrought iron products. Specializing in iron cabi-

net and drapery hardware. Using old and new 
world techniques. Proudly made in the USA.

909-469-0770; www.bushereandson.com

Circle 011 on Free Information Card

PRODUCT SHOWCASE
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Durham’s Rock Hard Water Putty

Repair wood and plaster with Durham’s Rock Hard 
Water Putty.  It can be sawed, chiseled, polished, 
colored, and molded. Durham’s sticks, stays put, 
and will not shrink.  Fill cracks, crevices, joints, 

knotholes, and nail holes.
515-243-0491; www.waterputty.com

Circle 019 on Free Information Card

Franmar Chemical

Imagine stripping the finish off of the kitchen 
cupboards while the family is eating in the same 
room. No problem with the all-natural Soy-Gel®, 
the paint and urethane remover made from soy-
beans. No odor, environmentally safe, and can 

remove multiple layers with only one application.
800-538-5069; www.franmar.com 

Circle 023 on Free Information Card

Garbers Crafted Lighting
Country/Primitive Ceiling Fans

Tinware, chandeliers, sconces, flush mounts, 
kitchen island, and lots more to make your 

country home complete. Direct from crafter.
Dept OHJ  5/14
866-856-2317; 

www.garbers-craftedlighting.com
Circle 024 on Free Information Card

Crown Point Cabinetry

Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the finest 
quality custom cabinetry for your entire home. 

Period styles include Shaker, Arts & Crafts, 
Early American, Victorian, Transitional and 
Contemporary. Available direct nationwide.

800-999-4994; www.crown-point.com

Elmira Stove Works

Vintage-styled Northstar appliances from Elmira 
Stove Works are available in gas, electric or dual 
fuel; nine colors… ranges, fridges, microwaves, 

hoods, dishwashers. Also available in 1890s 
antique styles. As shown $4,495 MSRP. 

800-295-8498; www.elmirastoveworks.com

Harris House Antique Lighting

Carefully restored original light fixtures from the 
late 1800s to the mid 1930s, re-wired and ready 

for installation. View our ever changing collection 
online—we're happy to ship anywhere.

902-532-7877; www.harrishouseart.com
Circle 027 on Free Information Card

Heritage Tile 

Heritage Tile is dedicated to preserving 
our uniquely American tile heritage with our 

collection of historically authentic subway tile, 
trim, mouldings, ceramic accessories and 

made-to-order mosaics.
888-387-3280; www.heritagetile.com

Circle 052 on Free Information Card

Historic Housefitters Co.

Authentic, hand-forged hard-
ware, made in USA: iron 

thumblatches,mortise lock sets, 
H and HL hinges, strap hinges, 
hearth cooking tools, pot racks, 

fireplace equipment, hooks, towel 
bars, cabinet pulls and custom 
iron work. Brass and glass door 

knobs and lever sets.

800-247-4111; 
www.historichousefitters.com

Fires of Tradition

Classic iron fireplaces and mantels that can be 
installed anywhere in your home- including bed-

room- without the need for chimneys nor fuel 
lines. We specialize in designs that maintain the 
traditional integrity of the hearth, but incorpo-

rate an innovative burner design that is safe and  
exceptionally realistic in appearance.

519-770-0063; www.firesoftradition.com
Circle 022 on Free Information Card

http://www.waterputty.com
http://www.franmar.com
http://www.garbers-craftedlighting.com
http://www.crown-point.com
http://www.elmirastoveworks.com
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House of Antique Hardware

Discover exquisite Victorian chandeliers, as well 
as lighting from Colonial to mid-century modern. 
Period-style push-button switches, switch plates, 
and hardware for every room in your house. Call 
their friendly hardware specialists for help with 

your selection.
888-223-2545; www.HOAH.biz

Circle 028 on Free Information Card

Janice’s at the Saltbox

Interior design services, handmade reproduction 
lighting, English and American made furniture, 
original oil paintings, fine lamps and accesso-

ries. Custom window treatments, decorative pil-
lows and bedding. Family owned since 1979.
859-266-2300; www.janicesatthesaltbox.com

Circle 030 on Free Information Card

LeFort 

Fine Furniture

Designers and makers of made-to-order and 
high-quality custom fine furniture. Each piece is 

designed and crafted in our New England studio to 
exacting standards by master cabinetmakers using 

time-honored techniques. 
888-524-4907; www.LeFortFurniture.com

Circle 032 on Free Information Card

Innerglass Window Systems

Custom glass interior storm windows for energy 
conservation and soundproofing. An interior 

storm that outperforms almost any replacement, 
yet maintains the integrity and beauty of your 

historic house. Invisible from the outside. Perfect 
for screened porches, too.

800-743-6207; www.stormwindows.com
Circle 029 on Free Information Card

London Lace

London Lace established in 1979 offers the fin-
est lace window coverings  from mid Victorian, 

Edwardian, Deco ("Metropol" shown in photo)  to 
contemporary.  See us in Mad Men, Boardwalk 

Empire and 
Water for Elephants. 

617-267-3506; www.Londonlace.com 
Circle 033 on Free Information Card

MetalCeilingExpress.com

Metalceilingexpress, custom manufacturer 
of tin ceiling tiles. American made tin 

ceiling tiles in 35 patterns with more than 
40 colors to choose from. 

941-723-2288; www.metalceilingexpress.com 
Circle 035 on Free Information Card

Old Fashioned Milk Paint

Making genuine, all natural milk paint since 1974.  
SafePaint line is specially formulated for interior 

walls. Easy to use, it adheres to previously painted 
and new wall surfaces. 20 standard colors can be 

easily mixed for 100’s of color options.  
866-350-6455; www.milkpaint.com

Circle 038 on Free Information Card

Old House Guy Virtual Design Services

Virtual restorations, makeovers, and paint colors 
by e-mail. See a photo of your completed project 
to show your builder, to ensure you get what you 

want. Visit us online to learn more.
 www.OldHouseGuy.com

Circle 039 on Free Information Card

New Old Homes at Olde Bulltown

Live in a unique settlement of new custom 18th cen-
tury period homes built by Stoltzfus Enterprises in 

Chester County, PA. Visit our decorated model home 
this weekend! 

610-533-8938; www.oldebulltown.com
Circle 051 on Free Information Card

http://www.HOAH.biz
http://www.janicesatthesaltbox.com
http://www.LeFortFurniture.com
http://www.stormwindows.com
http://www.Londonlace.com
http://MetalCeilingExpress.com
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http://www.oldebulltown.com


92

PRODUCT SHOWCASE ADVERTISEMENT

OverBoards

OverBoards offers heavy-duty, solid extruded  
aluminum covers for baseboard heat units.  

They’re made to complement your home’s classic 
architectural details.

800-835-0121; www.go-overboard.com
Circle 001 on Free Information Card

Stickley
2014 Collector Edition

Inspired by a Gustav Stickley design, this limited 
edition book stand features “tree of life” carving 

on two sides.  Available in solid oak or cherry, this 
special piece will be built only in 2014.  On sale for 

$999.  Visit Stickley.com.

Unico Inc.

By utilizing The Unico System heating and air 
conditioning system in your renovation  
project, you’ll get the benefit of energy  

efficiency with our Green Series air handler, yet 
not have to compromise space or the historic 

integrity of the home because of our small duct-
work and color matched outlets.

800-527-0896; www.unicosystem.com
Circle 057 on Free Information Card

Vermont Soapstone

Since the 1850s, Vermont Soapstone has been 
crafting the finest architectural soapstone fix-

tures and home accents. Durable and timeless, 
soapstone never stains, non-porous and won’t 

retain bacteria from meat and fish. Custom sinks 
and counter tops. Installation available.

802-263-5404; www.vermontsoapstone.com
Circle 058 on Free Information Card

Specification Chemicals, Inc. 

Nu-Wal® restoration system for damaged walls and 
ceilings covers and reinforces the entire surface with 
a fine-textured fiberglass, embedded in elastomeric 
adhesive. Nu-Wal® also serves as lead encapsula-

tion and is quick, affordable, and long-lasting.
800-247-3932; www.spec-chem.com

Circle 049 on Free Information Card

W.F. Norman Corporation

Founded in 1898, W. F. Norman Corp. has the 
nation's most complete collection of quality, 

hand pressed ceilings, cornices, moldings, and 
ornaments.  Call today for our catalog or view 

our products online!
800-641-4038; www.wfnorman.com

Circle 063 on Free Information Card

Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company

The Perfect Cover-Up!

The Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company provides the 
finest custom-built cabinets in the country, turning 
eyesores into elegant and functional furniture. We 
offer durable, elegant and affordable radiator and 
baseboard covers, PTAC, fan coil covers and book-

cases from classic to contemporary.  Just push them 
in place for an elegant cabinet or window seat. 
800-817-9110; woodenradiatorcabinet.com 

Circle 067 on Free Information Card

Vermont Verde Antique

Quarried in Vermont. The world’s finest serpen-
tine stone is acid and stain resistant, hard, dura-

ble, and low maintenance. An excellent choice 
for countertops, shower enclosures, fireplace 

surrounds, and floors.
802-767-4421;  www.vtverde.com

Circle 059 on Free Information Card

Zwick Window Shade Company

Our family has been handcrafting custom window 
shades in the USA since 1930. We have a large 

selection of traditional cloth window shades, pulls, 
trim and brackets. Available with your choice of fin-

ished bottoms, wooden or springless rollers.
877-588-5200; www.windowshades.net

http://www.go-overboard.com
http://Stickley.com
http://www.unicosystem.com
http://www.vermontsoapstone.com
http://www.spec-chem.com
http://www.wfnorman.com
http://woodenradiatorcabinet.com
http://www.vtverde.com
http://www.windowshades.net
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Allied Window, Inc.

The Culbertson Mansion cried out for “invisible 
storm windows”–with bent glass for the Queen 
Anne turret windows. Allied Window answered 

the call. Interior or exterior applications, custom 
colors, special shapes, and special glazing are 
all routine. Our abilities meet the needs of the 

professional in the field or the homeowner–for the 
conventional to the extraordinary.

800-445-5411; www.invisiblestorms.com

Circle 003 on Free Information Card

Classic Gutter Systems, LLC

Classic Gutter Systems, LLC offers a 
complete half round gutter system in copper, 

aluminum and Galvalume including an 
extensive selection of cast fascia and down-

spout brackets and unique accessories. 
Ask us about our new custom radius gutter 

in half round and K-Style options.
269-665-2700; www.classicgutters.com

Circle 013 on Free Information Card

Granville Manufacturing Co.

Suppliers of specialty wood products and 
exterior siding, roofing, and trim packages. 

Also interior trim and flooring.
802-767-4747; www.woodsiding.com

Circle 025 on Free Information Card

Arch Angle  Windows & Doors

A manufacturer of high end specialty shape 
storm windows and doors. Arch Angle all 
aluminum storm products are individually 
hand crafted to complement the historic 

requirements or distinctive architecture of 
the homes, churches and commercial 

buildings they protect. 
800-548-0214; www.archangleohio.com

Circle 008 on Free Information Card

The Color People

EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR
For 30 years we have been making people’s 
dreams come true all over America with our 
famous mail order service. We create color 

schemes for every style and era of buildings, 
residential and commercial.

303-308-0220; www.colorpeople.com
Circle 054 on Free Information Card

Coppa Woodworking, Inc. 

Coppa Woodworking Inc., manufactures high 
quality wood screen and storm doors. With more 
than 300 styles of doors, various types of woods 
and finishes and made in any size, we're sure 

to have the perfect door for you. Arch tops, dog 
doors, wood window screens and storm windows 

are also available.
310-548-4142; www.coppawoodworking.com

Circle 014 on Free Information Card

EcoStar LLC 

Synthetic slate and shake roofing solutions made 
from recycled materials. A variety of styles and col-
ors are available to provide improved durability with 

the classic look of slate and shake roofing.
800-211-7170; www.ecostarllc.com 

Circle 020 on Free Information Card

Gardensheds.com

Premium small scale buildings, pool houses, 
green houses, potting sheds, studios, solariums, 

pavillions and more
877-SHEDS-11; www.gardensheds.com

Circle 068 on Free Information Card

Indow Windows

Preserve historic character with award-winning 
window inserts that press inside window frames 
without a mounting bracket. Boost your comfort 

and energy efficiency. Simple, elegant and easy to 
install and remove.

 503-284-2260 IndowWindows.com
Circle 069 on Free Information Card

http://www.invisiblestorms.com
http://www.classicgutters.com
http://www.woodsiding.com
http://www.archangleohio.com
http://www.colorpeople.com
http://www.coppawoodworking.com
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Sheldon Slate Products

Mining and manufacturing of slate products. 
Sinks, counters, floor tile, roofing, and monu-

ments. Business from earth to finished 
product. Custom work a specialty. 

207-997-3615; www.sheldonslate.com
Circle 046 on Free Information Card

EXTERIOR PRODUCT SHOWCASE

Rainhandler Gutter

Converts roof runoff to rain sized-drops, spread in 
a 3-foot swath away from your home. No clean-

ing ever, no basement water,  no ground erosion.   
Proudly made in  U.S.A

For current savings offer, visit
www.rainhandler.com  or call 800-942-3004

Circle 037 on Free Information Card

Mule Creek Adobe

Adobe is an earth-
wise building 
material; a natural 
energy saver, and 
an economical and 
recyclable resource. 
Mule Creek Adobe
offers traditionally 
molded sun-baked,
hand-finished, fully 
stabilized block or 
natural compressed 

earth blocks for home building or projects such as 
walls, planters, patios, garages, etc.

505-535-2973; www.mulecreekadobe.com

Maurer & Shepherd, Joyners

Handcrafted, custom-made interior and 
exterior 18th-century architectural trim. 

Colonial doors, entryways, windows, shutters, 
wainscot, and wall paneling a specialty. 

860-633-2383; www.msjoyners.com

Penobscot Bay Porch Swings

Penobscot Bay Porch Swings hand crafts swings 
in four different designs, two sizes and ten vibrant 

colors so that you can design the perfect swing 
for your setting. These swings quickly become the 

most popular place on the porch.
207-729-1616; www.penobscotbayporchswings.com

Circle 041 on Free Information Card

Preservation Products Inc.

Acrymax Coatings 
Preservation Products offers Acrymax® high-
performance coating systems for a variety of 

demanding applications. Roof coatings, masonry 
coatings, rust inhibitive coatings, and general 

maintenance coatings.
800-553-0523; www.preservationproducts.com

Circle 043 on Free Information Card

Pro Wood Market

US Made Cedar Architectural Accents 
Brackets, Braces, Corbels, Rafter Tails, Porch 
and Gable Brackets, Screen Doors, Shutters, 
Post Caps Mantels and more. We do custom 

work. Shipped nationwide.  
(shown here, Wooden Bracket and Corbel)
800-915-5110; www.prowoodmarket.com

Circle 044 on Free Information Card

Real Cedar

There is no substitute for the distinctively 
rich beauty of western red cedar. It’s natural, 

versatile, sustainable and durable. 
Real Cedar—it’s the real deal.  

www.RealCedar.com
Circle 065 on Free Information Card

Ludowici Roof Tile

For over a century, Ludowici’s clay roof tile has been 
renowned by architects for its beauty and durability. 
A roof crafted from Ludowici roof tile typically lasts 
well over a century. Ludowici takes pride in the fact 

that many of our clay artist and craftsmen have been 
with the company for over 25 years. This is a very 
special craft and with our unmatched quality, cus-
tomer service, and 75-year warranty, we are truly 

committed to serving the past as well as the future.
800-945-8453;www.ludowici.com

Circle 034 on Free Information Card

http://www.sheldonslate.com
http://www.rainhandler.com
http://www.mulecreekadobe.com
http://www.msjoyners.com
http://www.penobscotbayporchswings.com
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http://www.ludowici.com
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Vixen Hill Shutters

Free Copper Capping for the first 50 shutter orders 
with code OHJ814. Make your home stand out with 

real shutters made of British Columbia cedar.
Visit VixenHill.com/ohj814 or call 800-423-2766

Circle 062 on Free Information Card 

Stockyards Brick

Stockyards Brick specializes in reclaimed archi-
tectural elements from the heart of the industrial 

and manufacturing districts of Chicago.  Old 
growth timber,  antique granite cobblestone,  

Chicago common brick,  vintage street pavers.
312-286-9778; www.stockyardsbrick.com

Circle 050 on Free Information Card

Timberlane, Inc.

Quality is what makes Timberlane 
the choice of architects, decorators, contrac-
tors, builders, renovators, and homeowners. 
Timberlane offers a near infinite number of 

options for standard shutters as well as fully 
custom solutions, and the largest collection of 

hand-forged, period-perfect shutter 
hardware available. 

800-250-2221; www.timberlane.com
Circle 055 on Free Information Card

Ward Clapboard Mill

Authentically produced, 100-percent vertical-
grain, early American spruce and pine clapboards. 

Their mills in Maine and Vermont continue to 
manufacture quality logs into quarter-sawn 

clapboards with the same methods workers used 
more than a hundred years ago. 

802-496-3581; wardclapboard.com
Circle 064 on Free Information Card

Vintage Doors

Handcrafted solid wood doors that are made-to-
order and built to last. Full line of screen/storm 
doors, porch panels, exterior and interior doors, 

Dutch, French, louver and more. Make your home 
stand out from the rest!

800-787-2001; www.vintagedoors.com
Circle 061 on Free Information Card 

Western Spindle

Specializing in custom and reproduction porch 
rail, spindles (balusters), and other millwork, 

especially for Victorian-style architecture. 
Available in premium exterior wood or high 

density polyurethane. 
888-459-9965; www.westernspindle.com

Circle 066 on Free Information Card

For more information,  
please contact:

VP General Manager,  
Home Buyer Publications 

Peter H. Miller  

(202) 339-0744, Ext. 104   
pmiller@homebuyerpubs.com

REX Sales Executive
Julia Hite  

(912) 201-3626   
jhite@homebuyerpubs.com

Robin Habberley  

REX Sales Director
(703) 831-6588   
rhabberley@aimmedia.com  

Sell your period-
authentic products 

direct to our readers

rexbilt.com

Join these 
Storefronts.
Sign up for a Storefront on 
REX and add your products  
to a growing selection of 
unique and period-authentic 
products at the best prices 
found anywhere online.

Andersen & Stauffer 
Architectural Detail Group
Architectural Resource Center
Authentic Designs
BENDIX
Custom Service Hardware
Daddy’s Vans 
DuQuella Tile
Enkeboll Designs  
Hamilton Sinkler 
Heritage Tile - Moderne Tile
Historical Arts & Casting, Inc.
Lefort Furniture 
Old California Lantern
SkyLift Roof Riser 
SNOBLOX 
The Woods Company
Timberlane
Turnkey Millwork 
Vixen Hill 
White River
Wiemann Metalcraft

http://VixenHill.com/ohj814
http://www.stockyardsbrick.com
http://www.timberlane.com
http://wardclapboard.com
http://www.vintagedoors.com
http://www.westernspindle.com
mailto:pmiller@homebuyerpubs.com
mailto:jhite@homebuyerpubs.com
mailto:rhabberley@aimmedia.com
http://rexbilt.com


You’re going to the party 
dressed like that?

TWO WAYS TO WIN! If you spot a classic example of 
remuddling, submit it at oldhouseonline.com/remuddling. 
We’ll give you $100 if your photos are published. If you want 
to see your witty words on this page, enter our monthly 
caption contest at facebook.com/oldhousejournal.
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DON'T
Mix and match eras. 

A pierced concrete screen 
can be a beautiful feature when 

paired with the clean lines of a Mid-
century Modern house, but on this 

1920s Dutch Colonial  variant, 
it has a jarring time-warp effect—
particularly in conjunction with 

weathered, barn-like 
wood siding.

DO
Preserve original porches. 

Even if you hate the outdoors or 
are desperate to gain more living 
space, think carefully before you 

enclose a porch. All too often, 
it can turn a welcoming façade 

into one that more closely 
resembles a prison.

THE GAMBREL ROOF is an old-house original, 
designed to maximize second-story headroom. 
Though you can spot the distinctive, double-pitched 
shape on early houses, 19th-century Shingle Style 
Victorians, and early 20th-century Dutch Colonials, 
you’re not likely to fi nd a gambrel on a new build 
(unless it’s a period reproduction). But because the 
shape is most commonly associated with barns, 
it’s all too easy for gambrel-roofed houses to take 
on an agricultural bent when they get gussied up 
in the wrong clothes.
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Remuddling

–Kate Fallon Malcolm  

http://oldhouseonline.com/remuddling
http://facebook.com/oldhousejournal




Custom. Period.
Designed. Delivered. Direct.

800-999-4994    www.crown-point.com 
462 River Road    Claremont, NH 03743 

Fine Quality Custom Cabinetry
Handcrafted For Your Entire Home

http://www.crown-point.com

