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3Q A Thousand Points of Light

In the early years of the Arts & Crafts
movement, lighting evolved quickly into
many-splendored forms. A glimpse at the
glorious variety can help you find a fit for
your bungalow.

By JanE PoweLL

4 2 The Art of Illumination
Eight modern artisans, working with
traditional materials and techniques,
bring time-honored Arts & Crafts lighting
designs to life.

By CLare MarTIN

4@ Gnome Sweet Home

A small, quirky community of unusual
old houses in Michigan draws inspiration
from nature—and resembles a page from
a fairy tale.

By Douctas Keister

6 Style: Barber’s Sho;
ty P

George Barber was famous for selling
intricately ornamented houses by mail;
a surprising variety of them still stand
in his adopted hometown of Knoxville,
Tennessee.

By James C. Massey aND

SHirRLEY MaxwELL

Old-House Living

EOEEEEEEEEY. | 2 O A Rose Blooms Aeain

Schoenhaus, a prominent home in architect William Lighfoot Price’s experimental
Rose Valley, Pennsylvania, Arts & Crafts community, gets a breathtaking restoration.

By DEMETRA APOSPOROS

Old-House Insider
Sé At Home in the Granger

Two Texans living in the home Charles Granger designed for his own family turn to
the mid-century architect’s other work for restoration cues.
By Beta GouLart
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499es

outside
60

in every issue
8  Editor's Note

Preservation Stats Iron accessories—found on
and around many historic
houses—are durable and
reasonably priced, but
they're also prone to rust.

A pro shares techniques for

10 Letters

A reader offers a house-history-
hunting tip, and we track down
details from the last issue.

making them look good as m

new again.
12 AskOHJ By Ray TscHOEPE
What did vestibules on early
20th-Fentury hous_es typically 8 O Remuddlin g
look like? Our architectural :
A Folk Victorian loses touch
historian explains all. with reality
By James C. Massey i
24 Preservation
Perspecitves
The Vermont Barn Census uses
volunteers to take a tally of the
state’s historic agricultural buildings.
By DEMETRA APOSPOROS
on our cover:
+— p.18,22
p. RN ik Cottgn | MustcBlaye Toobs | Barber Houses [l P 64
Cover: Photo by Tom Crane.

Enfield tiles and heavy ceil-
ing beams define the dining
room of Rose Valley, Penn-
sylvania’s recently restored
Schoenhaus. Story page 26.
Visit oldhousejournal.com.

p.26 —

P.60 —> |

p. 36,42
p.52 —
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Rust Removers 14

inside

About the House

We explore old-house energy
upgrades, and review a new
book on imaginative furniture
designer Charles Rohlfs.

By CLARE MARTIN

A Page

from History

The (thankfully) short lifespan
of gas-powered, stained glass

lamps trimmed in heavy fringe.

By Bo SurLivan

Period Products
New options for Arts & Crafts
lighting, plus eco-friendly
wood choices.

By CLARE MARTIN

20

working
18 House Helpers

New items that make old-
house life easier include a
double-duty boiler, radiant-
flooring retrofit, and no-
protection-needed insulation.

9]
[ 9]

Old-House Toolbox
A pry bar may be a com-
monplace, multi-purpose
tool, but some are better
than others for finessing old-
house repairs.

By Mark CLEMENT

52 Light Savers

B After decades of service,
vintage fixtures can often

use a wiring update. Follow
along with our homeowner’s
project to learn how it's done.
By Lyn~ ELuioTT

featured
advertising

73 Advertiser Guide

78 Historic Properties
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ABATRON'S building, restoration and maintenance products
excel at meeting tough challenges. They have been specified
for over two decades by architects, government agencies,
builders and other professionals for a multitude of
applications. The products are based on epoxies, urethanes,

acrylics and other materials in wide ranges of viscosity, 8
hardness, flexibility, thermal, chemical and mechanical
properties. Below are product highlights: =

For FREE CATALOG call 1-800-445-1754

 Wood Restoration

WoodEpox®: Structural, non-shrinking
adhesive paste is used in any thickness to
fill and replace missing wood.
LiquidWood®: Liquid, penetrating
consolidant for restoring strength and - _ :
function to rotted or spongy wood. B o A ;
Both LiquidWood® and WoodEpox® <
permanently restore windows, columns, 4 N e
clapboards, logs and most rigid surfaces. Restoration of rotted window is easy and cost-effective.

“oncrete, Masonry Restoration

AboCrete: Permanentlr repairs and
resurfaces concrete. Fills cracks and bonds
broken sections.

AboWeld 55-1: Slump-resistant structural
paste repairs and reshapes stairs, statuary
and vertical surfaces.

AboJet®: Structural crack-injection resins
that permanently weld back together
foundation walls, columns, etc. Prevent
water infiltration.

Abocrete can be used to replace missing concrete.

‘Moldmaking and Casting Comp
MasterMold® 12-3: Non-toxic

polyurethane paste for flexible, large and
small molds. Can be applied on site.
MasterMold® 12-8: Liquid 12-3 for

making pourable molds.

Woodcast: Lightweight interior/exterior
casting compound.

MasterMold can reproduce capitals, structural and decorative components, statuary and other
patterns precisely and cost-effectively.

"Structural Adhesives, Prot

Abocoat and Abothane Series:
Protective coatings for floors, walls,
tanks and tubs.

Wide selection of adhesives and
5&‘&1'&.1[11(5 fUF most environments. Meets
specifications for composites, structural ™ -
and decorative components, indoors & o )
outdoors. ' "

This One

T

5501 95th Ave., Kenosha, W1 53144 USA Tel: 1 2-653-2000 www.abatron.com

Circle 001 on Reader Service Card for Free Information
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MANUFACTURERS OF PERIOD
LIGHTING FIXTURES & GLASS SHADES

Retail Showrooms in
Portland, OR & Tribeca, NYC

Circle 028 on Reader Service Card for Free Information

P
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NCANCHE

www.frenchranges.com | 800.570.2433
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Community Life

Rose Valley, the Arts & Crafts community (above) that was
home to Schoenhaus, the exquisite restoration featured on
page 26, was one of a handful of such self-contained hamlets
that sprung up around the U.S. during the early 20th century.
We take a look back at Arts & Crafts communities that strove
to fulfill the vision of a utopian village dedicated to the move-
ment’s ideals.

Beyond the Light
Many of the artisans profiled in
our lighting roundup on page
42 create more than just amaz-
ing light fixtures. They also use
their talents to produce vases,
mirrors, clocks, furniture, even
jewelry—all inspired by the
Arts & Crafts aesthetic, Check
out more of their work in our
online photo gallery.

Bringing Up Barber
Our primer on George Barber’s houses (page 64) just might have
you studying every Victorian-era house you drive past to deter-

mine whether it came from one of the mail-order maestro’s plan
books. Should you find yourself consumed by Barber questions,

we've got an inside source on MyOldHouseJournal.com who can
help you find the answers.

www.oldhousejournal.com
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'Old House

Come learn how to restore,
refinish, design, and decorate
your house in period-perfect style.

Presented by

Old:House

OLD-HOUSE

INTERIORS

SHOP EXHIBITS

» Specialty restoration products
& services

» Hard-to-find period items

» Beautiful furnishings, fixtures,
finishes and more!

WATCH, LEARN AND INTERACT
* Free demonstrations & workshops
* Ask the industry experts

* Meet the editors of Old-House Journal
and Old-House Interiors

For more information go to
www.OldHouselive.com
or call (800) 782-1253



Victories and Losses

Too OFTEN, we hear stories of beautiful old houses dis-
appearing in a cloud of dust, a byproduct of the value of
land today. Such was the case in Philadelphia recently with
La Ronda, an Addison Mizner-designed Spanish Gothic/
Mediterranean house that by all accounts took architecture
to dizzying heights: The 1929 mansion boasted 17,500 square
feet, 51 rooms, and a great hall that was truly spectacular; it
was also the only Mizner building in the Northeast—he was

known for his work in Palm Beach, Florida. By all accounts,
the place was in good condition for its age, but it didn't match the new owners’ tastes,
so after paying several million dollars for the house, they fought to tear it down.
Unfortunately—and despite a valiant effort by the Lower Merion Conservancy to stop
the demolition permit—the homeowners got their wish: The house was razed in early
October. I'm still reeling from the loss of this unique building, but it brings to mind the
house in this issue’s Insider—a building that was in far worse shape than La Ronda, but

one that had the good fortune to meet with
caring and devoted owners in Geoff and
Saundra Shepard. After researching every
original element of the English-style Arts
& Crafts house, the Shepards thought
fully, lovingly, and thoroughly restored it.
It’s a heartening story, and when you see
the results of their efforts, you'll be amazed
(see “A Rose Blooms Again,” page 26).
We cover some other distinctive
homes in this issue as well: a fairy-tale hous-
ing development in Charlevoix, Michigan,
that puts the term “organic architecture”
into a whole new light (see “Gnome Sweet
Home,” page 46), and an array of George
Barber plan-book houses in Knoxville,
Tennessee (see “Barber’s Shop,” page 64).
We also explore the wide, wide world of
Arts & Crafts lighting. Regular contributor
and noted bungalow author Jane Powell
walks us through the subject’s formative
vears (see “A Thousand Points of Light,” page 36), and OHJ’s managing editor, Clare
Martin, takes us on a tour of modern-day artists who've made the movement’s ide-
als their own (see “The Art of Illumination,” page 42). We also introduce two new
departments in this issue: House Helpers looks at new working products, and A

La Ronda, in all its glory (above), and
during demolition (top).

CARLA J. ZAMBELLI PHOTOS; BLURB.COM/BOOKS/B91363 (8

Page from History examines artwork from an old
catalog, gleaning hidden meanings along the way.
As always, we'd love to hear what you like—and
what you don'=—about the magazine.

daposporos@homebuyerpubs.com
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Found & Found
The Bauhaus rehab [above] in the November/December issue
[“Risen From the Ashes”] was a welcome sight because so many
homes of that era are...well, healthier than some of what passes
for Modern design more recently. But your writer gives no men-

tion of or credit to the architect who designed what is obviously a
well-conceived and decent-looking house—not at all antiquated,
even for today. So who did it?

Bob Tieger, architect
Via e-mail

The house was designed
by architect Quincy
Adams, a descendent
of the two former presi-
dents who share his last
name. You can find out more about Adams, including details on
another house he designed (above), in our special online feature
on Bauhaus-inspired houses at oldhousejournal.com. —Eds.

In the article “Fighting Fires” [November/December], there is a
picture of a kitchen stove with “a device that fits over burners to

AL RCTION O keep temperatures in check.” What is the name of this device,

historically inspired, original ceiling fans and where can one purchase it?

.i LaVerne T. Boehmke

Via e-mail

' THE o \ | The device is called Safe-
PERIOD ARTS ) 1' T-Element, and it can be

5 i | retrofitted on electric stoves.
etk | (Sorry, it won't work on gas

"/-’
S

- | burners!) To order, call
| (800) 433-6026, or wisit
| pioneeringtech.com. —Eds.
www.periodarts.com — 888-588-3267 :
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Reader Tip of the Month

In light of your recent article on researching your house's
history [“The Paper Trail,” November/December], I wanted
to share another valuable source for tracking down clues:
old phone books. Our local historical society had several

antique phone books that listed information by last name M aC L E A N /

of the resident and, separately, by address. We could look .
up an address to find out who lived there and what their CO R B ETT H O U S E
occupation was. If the house was vacant or the person ;
was widowed, that info was also included. We were able s
to trace the owners and occupations for our 1913 Pasadena
house into the late '60s, when it appears that concerns
over privacy finally took over and the trail got cold. The
historical society also had a box of glass plate negatives,
where we found a photo of our house taken just after i
was built.
Paula Cameron
Pasadena, California

Got a great tip to share with other old-house lovers? Let us
know at OHJEditorial@homebuyerpubs.com.

In your most recent Old-House Living story [“House Call,”

November/December], I loved the paint colors—the yellow in '

the living room, khaki in the dining room, the muted coral in S E T T I NG )

the kitchen, and the fresh, mossy green in the upstairs bedroom. T H E ¢ f T A N D A R D
Do you happen to e _

know the brand IN PL AQU ES

and names of the

{ olors?

"“l‘_m" Historical authenticity based on
Cindy Newcomb our 100 years of industry experience.

Via e-mail ' '

No upcharge for:

We checked in with * Custom design services
homeowner  Kim * 100 ad free plaques
McLanahan, who 6 to 8 day delivery

reports that all the
paints came from the Benjamin Moore Historic Colors line, except
for the bedroom, which was Sherwin-Williams. (She says she fell in me t alliC ar t S
love with the bedroom color after spotting it in contractor Charlie
Allen’s home!) The colors are Dorset Gold (living room), Louisburg
Green (dining room), Somerville Red (kitchen), and Clary Sage
(bedroom). —Eds.

Send your letters to OHJEditorial@homebuyerpubs.com, or Old-House

Journal, 4125 Lafayette Center Drive, Suite 100, Chantilly, VA 20151. We
reserve the right to edit letters for content and clarity.
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While removing the old wall-
’coverlng and carpeting in
*my 1925 Foursquare, | dis-

covered the ghost of an inner vestibule
JELD WEN | off the front porch. | can't find any pho-

; o " | tographs of my house with the vestibule
in it, and no other house in my neigh-
borhood has one. Can you tell me what

J

f “"_.
‘—mn"
scendh @

Jﬂm*f

f\

=jua,

dS

Where authenticity and

energy efficiency meet.

-

¥ 4ISTORIC RENOVATION

With our Historic Renovation

. cuide, your renovation project

can achieve architectural accuracy along
with lasting beauty and energy efficiency.
For a free brochure and dealer listing,
call 1.800.877.9482, ext. 9969, or visit

it might have looked like? Whether added to
; the outside (above)
James C. Massey: This pres- orcarvedfroman |
o ents a series of questions. interior hall (left), |
+ First, what is a vestibule, e :
. e e? Archi 1 vestibules add pro- |
and what was its purpose? Architectura Sacibley i pihiscy,

dictionary compiler Cyril Harris defines
it as “an anteroom or small foyer leading
into a larger space.” In residential build-
ings, it is specifically a space between the
entrance and the main portion of a house,
a place of shelter while waiting for entry
into the home. It may open onto a stair
hall or directly into the living room.
Vestibules were in common use from
the 1880s Queen Anne and Romanesque
Revival era until about 1930, in Colonial
Revival and Old English houses. They

| were occasionally found as far back as

the 18th century and as recently as the

| post-World War II era. They are still a valu-
| able feature in any house fortunate enough

to have one, providing shelter from wind
and rain, controlling heat gain and loss,
and giving the homeowner a good view of
who's at the door.

There are a number of vestibule varia-
tions. You may have encountered one that
was actually installed after your house was
constructed, given its small size and the
fact that no similar ones exist in nearby
homes. Most commonly a vestibule will
have a glazed exterior door that’s welcom-
ing yet allows you to see outside, plus a
more solid inner door to the house for secu-
rity and privacy. Although some exterior

one half-glazed. Generally the sidewalls
would be solid.

There are several other approaches
to vestibules, including small, solidly
built projections of the house itself,
perhaps even with small side windows.
Rarely used were “knock-down” sec-
tional vestibules erected for winter use

in cold climes—an enhancement of the

traditional storm door.

Today's owners of historic houses with
deep halls will sometimes carve out an
open inner vestibule from part of the front
hall, perhaps removing the original out-
side door and moving it inward to become
the inner door of the new vestibule. The
original opening might remain doorless or
be given a full sash door.

Of whatever type or period, the
vestibule’s basic function is to moderate
between exterior and interior. A front
porch, even a covered stoop, may provide
shelter, but both fall short of full protec- |
tion and privacy. With today’s awareness of |
energy conservation and cost, the “green”
concept embodied in a vestibule makes
renewed practical sense.

TOP: JAMES C. MASSEY PHOTO; BOTTOM: ARCALUS ARCHIVE/REJUVENATION COLLECTION

: : ; Contributing editor and
www.jeld-wen.com/3969. doors were kept locked, especially at night, S
| preservation consultant
| most were unlocked to permit limited James C. Massey has led
JE I DWEN entrance. Sometimes, in the Victorian era, HABS and the National
WINDOWS & DOORS both doors might be glazed, or the inner TS P,

RELIABILITY for real life* -
Have questions about your old house? We'd love to answer them in future issues. Please send your

B DR B N s Rl e vl questions to Ask OHJ, 4125 Lafayette Center Dr., Suite 100, Chantilly, VA 20151 or by e-mail to

are trademarks or registered trademarks of JELD-WEN, inc., Oregon, USA,

OHJEditorial@homebuyerpubs.com.
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