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,TltiERF ARE MANY REASONS why a home-owner
I might want to add architectural detail to
^ doorways, windows, wa11s, or mantels. Someor all of the architectural trim may have been
destroyed_over the_years; a new addition may
require the kind of decoration found in the'
older part of the house to unify the whole
structure; or the house may have been built
originally without these inportant details.
THERE ARE MANY OLD HOUSES that were construct-
ed by a builder wiro was so rushed he di-dn't
have time to put in all that he could have.
0r perhaps the owner couldnrt afford any more
than the plainest corrstruction. If the window
of a house has nothing better looking than
p1ain, flat boards covering the gap between
the frame and the plaster wa11, there is no
reason why the present owner shouldnrt add the
kind of detailing that is appropriate to the
period of the house.

moulding used on the mantel should be theas that used around doorways and windows.trim on exterior windows should relate toentrance way.
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WOOD IVIOULDINGS from the 1ocaI lumber
will add visual interest and is also

A LSO, the period of the house must be taken
Fl into,consideration. A sma11 survey of sur_^.-.rounding o1d houses built around tLe sarnetime, and a review of pictures in the 1oca1his-torical society, library, or architectural
books will provide a focus and sone ideas.Keeping the house in period is not so diffi_cult as it sounds; the home-owner who will beusing stock mouldings in a fairly sirnple,classical manner will find that irrangementsof crown mouldings, picture frame *o.ridingr,
etc, are approprj.ate to the popular Federil'
and Greek Revival periods. '

'ORIAN STYLES are another matter anclrequire more than stock nouldinss toe. There are some interior feafures,
that are relatively simple to con-ruct with stock mouldings and thevwill be shown in furthei issues about
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THERE ARE SOMI RULES to keep in
mind before lifting hammer or saw.
Exterior and i.nterior trim should.
be related. Additionally, the

TI{E FARMHOUSE can often benefitfron added architectural detail.
So often built as economicallv
as possible, these o1d Federllor Greek Revival rural dwellings

(Continued on page 9,
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Perspective...

Fewer , Better Things

W
E HA\IE l'lADE .,\ NEW RESoLIITION
at Thc 0ld-llouse,Joumal hrot''n-
stone-sptlrred. by the revict" of
.logs and brochures tn'e made ir-t
ing togethcr the BuYers' Guidc.
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RnSOLVLD: Frorn n01{ on, i{e are going to buy
fewer, better thingsl

Wl I{AVE BEEN AIIAZED at the nunber of conpanies
(most sna11, but some big) rvho are makiirg high
quality products that are appropriate for o1d,
traditional houses. ltte judge quality on t\'ro
counts: (1) Top-quality materials; (2) Top-
quality iraftsmanship. Design is -a natter of
personal taste. But materials and tvorl<man-
ship are obj ective real ities I

THE THINGS M VALUE from the past alrnost in-
variably are rve11-crafted fron fine materials-
whether it's a house or a piece of furniture
or a decorative object. If it didn't have
these two characteristics, it wouldnrt last
long enough for anyone to be able to call it
an "antique" a centurY later'

IN AN AGE OF INFLATI0N, a1as, good materials
and good workpanship don't come cheap. Many
of the items turned out by craftsrnen seem
expensive when cornpared with injection-molded
plastic. We have been conditioned by count--
iess comrnercials to buy the cheap thing, and
then to buy a new one when the first breaks,i
crumbles/disintegrates. When the goal is
lrnme'tliate gratif ication, 1ow initial price
becomes the controlling factor.

Tl ur I, FoR oNE, am getting tired of a life
-l!l cluttered with disposable, breakable
5X, thirgt. So not only have we resolved
t; buy -on1y the finest quality.things for
our ot'd hous'e-but whenever possible to buy
them from a craftsman we know personally.
This means we'11 be buying fewer things-and
waiting longer between purchases. So be it.

Notes FromThe Readers...

Drawbacks Of Waterpmof Gypsumboard

To The Edltor:
I l.rave found that waterproof gypsun board
(Aug. '75, p.12) is not as satisfactory as one
worr"f a hope ?or such applications- as partiti'ons
behind tiled showers. Despite the water-
repellent treatment on the paPgr- covering, the
boird will absorb noisture, which leads to
fungus growth within the board. This in turn
creites-a nusty or mildew odor in the room'

In rny experience, the best product,to use be-
hind's1uid-on tile is waterproof p1ywooil.
It cai be set flush with the adjoining gypsum
board partitions, then tiled over in the
conventional rnanner'

Alvin Ubell, Accurate Builtling
Inspectors-Brooklyn, N .Y .

FOR EXAMPLE, we recently needed some lanps for
The Journal'office. After poring through our
catalog collection, we found-some 1ove1y brass
studenl lamps. They are hand-made bI- one of
ihe craftsmln we have written uP in The
Journal , They weren't cheap. . . but we didn' t
have to take out a second mortgaqe to buy
then either. Not only are our ner+ lanps a joy
to look at, but therets an extra sense of
satisfaction in owriing a finely crafted piece
that was made bY someone You know'

THERE ARE r'tANY REASONS why a throw-array
eioiioni ir bad in the long run fo-r the r^rorldrs
resourtei. But most important of all, an
economy built on cheap junk is bad for oursouls! 

cu&"t^'

Silicone Coating For Brass
To The Editor:
Lacquering brass is a pai.n in the neck-and
it never lasts. About nine years ago, I
cleaned up an o1d 12-arn brass ceiling fixture
and coated it by hand with a light coat of
Slipit. Slipit is a silicone-containing 1ub-
ricint that- is sold in hardware stores for
easing sticky windows, drawers and the 1ike.

In nine years the brass has darkened only
s1ight1y. . . the fixture won't need re-polish-
ing-for'many years. The Slipit coating isnrt
sticky; you'can just blow the dust off. I
will never lacquer brass again!

T. SteinwaY
New York, N.Y.
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By Carolyn Flaherty

T WAS COIVIPLETED IN 1892 and
redwood and hardwoods as man
California at that time. In

1908 Davis removed the done be-
cause the support beams that
fi11ed the attic took up most
of the space he needed for a
bedroom for his grandsons.
One of his grandsons, Jim,
and his wife C1ara, occupied
the house until 1946, entling
the half century in which the
Donalds had kept the house a
Redlands showplace. Eventually
it was abandoned bnd the formal
garden overrun with vines and
turnbleweed.

ONE DAY, shortly before their
1 narriage, Jean and Russ passedI the house and noticed thit some-

one had cut down the bushes that
had previously hid it from view
and added a "for sale" sign.

o1d
been
see
Jean
hous

AT THAT TIME the house was run-down and vacantwith the usual synptons of abandonment. The
Wilmots knew they were acquiring a 1ot of
problems but also €r soo[,to-be-1ove1y home.
They didn't realize at the time that'they hadalso acquired a bit of California history.

+t UNDREDS 0F PEOPLE in the last few years
have knocked on the door of the "funnyhouse" in Redlands, California. Some have
invited to tour, and some just want tothe progress being made sin-ce Russell and
Wilmot-bought this unique "round-top',e in 1970.

ORIGINALLY KNOI{N as "The Donald Home," builder
Davj.s Donald designed the house for his own
use to resemble the Scottish Manor he had
previously built in his native Scotland. Less
grand than the homes he built for others, it
was a one-storey house with a dome and was
painted gold with white trim as it is again
today.

INIPULSIVELY, Jean said, "Oh, Ird love to live
there!" Of course, she didn't rea11y mean it
She had never thought about o1d houses before
and Victorian was something "icky" her mother
aird her motherts friends used to 1ike.

UT THE NEXT DAY Russ ca11ed at her office
and asked her to come see the house on her
lunch hour. He had s poken to the real

hat they were havingestate agent and found t
great trouble keeping transients out of the
house. Russ and Jean had to climb through a
window. A11 the original brass hardware had
been removed, all the windows were broken, and
trash and hypodermic needles were strewn on
the floor. It had become a "hippie hote1."

BUT THEN SHE WALKED INTO the three front roomsthat sti11 had the orig
and thought, "That's wh

ina1, natural woodwork,
ere I would like to

my Christnas tree.t, The Wi
put
1-
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2110 ADD TO the general disaster, a huge vine,rl'"1ike something out of Disneyland,"-had
r grgwn into the house. It had separated the
exterior siding from the house as well as de-
stroying some of the inside trim. Jean an-
nounced that she had better things to do on
her lunch hour-

I
constructeo of
y homes were in

mots moved in two months after
their marriage. With six
children from former marriages,
they needed the space the large
house provided. ^

FORTUNATELY, Russ was able
p to do all the wiring,
- plunbing, and small build-
ing himself. But many Red-
landers thought the Wilrnots
were crazy to take on such a
job. And since the house is
located on a fairly busy cor-
ner, the people in the town
were able to watch the pro-
gress. They soon began to
drop by with words of en-
couragement. It is now a
pleasant and urrusual home,

The irouse as it was in 1970.
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