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siasm that we wished later we hadnrt. So we
have been s1ow1y going about setting aright
sorne of our early nistakes.

THE H0USE HAD BEEN COMPLETELY "REMUDDLED" into
a semi-Victorian semi-contemporary house. Since
there was so 1itt1e of the original detailing
1eft, we have been reconstructing a "whatnight have been" house, based on our study of
homes of a sinilar period. The style, if'we
should give it a narne, might be rtrural Ameri-
can country dwe11ing."

THE PARTICULAR MISTAKE that was givi.ng me a
headache recently was in the kitchen. About
7 years ago, I had panelled the kitchen with
an inexpensive grooved hardboard. (I/rtel1, at
that time I didn't know!) My motives then
were quite pure. We had an insulatlon problem
with the kitchen, and I had fig-
lrred that the 3/4 in. air space
behind the furred-out panellins
would he1p. It did-blt it suie
didn't look very authentic.

pf nSf , I painted the panels with a flat whitel. oiL-base paint to cover the blue that had
previously been applied. Then I trowled on athin ski,rn-coat of "simulated plaster,tr which
was in fact a thick mixture of joint conpound
l-thq kind you use on the seams in plaster-
board,partitions. I aLways use the-dry powder
and mix it nyself to the desired consiit-ency.(It costs about $4.00 per 25-l,b. bag.) you
can also get it premixed, but it is more ex-
pensive this way-and you have to work with i.t
as it comes frorn the can; you canrt adjust
consistency the way you can when you mix your
own.
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GREAT THING about joint conpound is that
stays moist and workable for a 1-ong tirne.

I HAD PREVIOUSLY HAD good luck
in sinulating the look of o1d
rough plaster on some new sheet-
rock partitions, and it occur-
red to me that the same pro-
cedure mi.ght work equally well
on those hideous hardboard
panels. It worked out so well

If you make up a large batch, you
can even keep it overnight by
just covering it with a darnp cLoth

THE JOINT COMPOUND shouLd be the
consistency of thick mud so that
it doesn't ooze off your trowel.
Compound can be applied to the
wa11 with a wide-bladed (6 in. or
wider) joint knife or a cenent
trowel that has sone flexibility
in the blade. Work about a 2 ft.
square area at a time. A wide

(Continued on page 8)
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Notes FromThe Readers...

Restoring Fireplaces & Chimneys

To The Editor:
Here are some additional cornments
on the article about restoring
fireplaces (Ju1y 1975) . Anyone
doi-ng such a restoration shoul-d carefully ex-
amine the rva1ls and floor around the suspected
opening for measurements and moulding profiles
of the original nantel. This nay yield some
valuable information that will help you Locate
a replacement that is appropriate for the house.

In rebuilding the firebox, itrs not worth
using portland cenent mortar if the fireplace
will get much use. The heat wilL erode ordi-
nary mortar wi-thin a year. Itrs much better
to use fireclay.
F1ues, as you noted, shouLd be thoroughly
checked for soundness. Snoke bonb5-5uqh 45
those used by heating and air-conditioning
personnel-can be a big help. CLose all
known openings in the chinney-including the
top. A smoke bornb then placed in the stopped-
up chimney will quickly show all its 1eaks.
Such smoke bombs should be available at 1ocal
heating 6 air conditioning suppLy houses.

Defective f lues-if they are straight-can
often be reli.ned with stainless steel liners
slipped in fron the top. This is considerably
easier than inserting chinney ti1es. Stainless
liners can be made up by rnost sheet-metal
shops. Strength can then be added to the chin-
ney by packing the area between the liner and
the brickwork with air-entrained cement. This
locks the whole assenbly together without
adding undue weight.

Chinneys that have not been used for nany
years should also be checked for electric
wires, pipes, etc., that might have been run
through then. Failure to check out thi.s
possibility could lead to sone very unpleasant
surPrises' Richard o. Byrne

Restoration Consultant
Mineral- Po int , lf is .

More On Matching Paint

To The Editor:
In the editing of ny article on paint restora-
tion (August 1975) a couple of alterations
were made that could lead to nisunderstandings.

The areas (1 to 2 sq. in.) that are suggested
to be exposed on the painted surfaces are for
general color perception----+rot I'to determine
ffiinish coats with some
degree of precision."

There j-s a degree of uncertainty in determin-
ing the original color due to relative dis-
colorations of rnediums and pigrn-dTEFtc.
There is absolutely no uncertainty in matching
any color to a Munsell chip.

The concept of finding the paint sanpl"es with
the least amount of surface discoloration was

ornitted. These are found in all the cracks
and corners where the r+et paint, when first
applied, could have dripped behind and/or
accurnulated to forrn snall globu1es.

Frank S. Itrel-sh
Ardrnore, Pa.

Cracks Between Floorboards-Cont'd.

To The Editor:
Cracks between floorboards allowing cold air
to seep up fron cel1ar or crawL space are a
common problen in New England. A L2 to 18 in.
wide board may move as much as half an inch
between sununer and winter. Some of my floor
boards sti11 nove winter and sumner, although
they are close to 200 years o1d.

I suggest two approaches. First, thoroughl,y
windproof the crawl space and heat it. For
those with hot-water heat, it is relatively
sinple to re-route one of the hot-water pi-pes
through the crawl space and to put a heating
fin in the li.ne. Careful sealing of the foun-
dation is also caI1ed for. Second, for fj-11ers
one might consider using silicone caulking
agents on the underside of the floor. These
silicone agents are not cheap, but are water-
proof, bond well and retain flexibility. They
are ordinarily used in difficult glass glazing
applications.

Silicone caulks are made by Dow, G.E and Rhoda-
seaI. At six dollars a tube, the cost will
mount up. But therers no easy way to get a
New England farnhouse tight.

S. P. Browning III, M.D.
Norwich, Conn.
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Old-House Living.

Vtctorlan
brdhttnC
Ftxtures

The Journal's Old-House Living feature
is usually about a house that people
live in. In this issue, our subject isa museum house that is presently under-
going restoration. part of thil process
has been the re-creating and restoratj-on
of Victorian lighting fixtures. Thegeneral information on the lighting of
the period and the specific examples of
restored fixtures in the Glenn House wi1lgreatly aid the o1d-house owner who is
also trying to restore Victorian lighting.

By Tom H. Gerhardt

lffilru GLENN HoUSE, when it was built about
gH 1899, had kerosene iighting, as the plaster
?tr6' ceiling rosettes had hooks in them and
there was no evidence of gas pipi.ng. In the
1890rs, the large front porch-and tower wereadded. A1so, the house was wired for elec-
tricity_at this tine; throughout the upstairs
rooms, floorboards were found replaced-with
woodscrews, indicating that the house had
been wired after it was bui1t.
THIS ALSO GRIATLY aided the electrici.an in
rewiring the house, as he knew which floor-
boards to 1ift. Because of the alterations
made to the house in the 1890rs, this is the
restoration period. Therefore, the fi,xtures
could be either early electric or kerosene
and electric combined for the restoration.

Poriod 0l [tghting
N ESTABLISHING PRINCIPLES FOR lighting the
old house, I think that the first thing
the old-house owner should do is to assess

'eriod of lighting in the house. If the
na1 fixtures sti1l remain, he is lucky
houLd proceed to the restoration of them,
storation is necessary.

IF THE HOUSE IS COLONIAL, then the lighting
should be restored as such. Unfortunetely;
lighting is often one of the most neglectLd
areas in house restoration and often- (with
ridicuLous results) we find Colonial fixtures
(because they are readil-y available) in
Victorian houses. In the United States, most
Victorians used gas, kerosene, and/or elec-

tricity in their lighting fixtures-no
candles !

THE RESTORATI0N that requires Colonial light-
ing fixtures is an easier route than the -
Victorian restoration, as many fine reproduc-
tions are made of the Colonial candle iixtures.
Thi.s nay be traced back to the early twenties
when electric candle fixtures again became
widely used.

NOW, THE VICTORIAN o1d-house owner rea1ly has
problems if his original lighting fixtures are
missing or i-f he needs glassware for then.
Sone gas and electric shades are satisfacloriLy
reproduced; but a satisfactory reproduction
of the actual fixtures themselves has not been
produced, -as Victorian fixtures are very de-
tailed and ornate. A1so, the demand foi the
fixtures has not been great enough to warrant
s_atisfactory reproductions. So, the best thing
for the Victorian o1d-house owner to do is to
scout antique shops, junk stores, etc., look-
ing for fixtures, glassware, pieces, and parts
to replace missing fixtures and glassware.

Levol 0l Llshtlng

0
dec
is

-many o1d-house owners want good
instead of the mediocre lighting
day. It nust be decided whethei
ighting or utilitarian lighting
1n a room.

COLONIAL ELECTRIC-CANDLE lighting fixtures
often pose najor problens-for [se in utili-
tarian lighting, as flame-type bulbs in high
wattages-(they are not rea11y made over siity
watts) often cause a great giare. Of course,
a.compromise can be made with these lighting
tixtures by the addition of a sma11 metal oi
silk shade over the bulb-allowj-ng the candle
to show-to cut down on the glare of the
light bu1b. However, these shades are not
authentic, as they were rea11y forced into
popularity around World War I, before the
decorative bulbs were extensively nanufactured
Supplementary lighting, such as table and
floor 1amps, and ceiling beam lights will
often a11ow the honeowner to use decorative
lighting in rooms that also require utilitar-
ian lighting.

F COURSE,
1 ighting
of yester
orative 1
nece s sary

II
the p
origi
and s
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The Glenn House, built about 1880, is
the headquarters of the Historical
Association of Greater Cape Girardeau.

I
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M0ST VICT0RIAN TIGHTING FIXTURES required the
use of glass shades (because of the more in-
tensive light sources), which ls an asset in
using greater wattage 1anps. These shades
cut down on glare, with the fixtures sti,11 re-
maining authentic. Therefore, the Victorian
fixtures can be decorati.ve and can also be
somewhat util,itarian without making a sacrifice
in authenticity. Again, decorative lighting
can be assisted by the aforementioned supple-
nentary lighting sources.

the various lighting fue1s. This was partic-
u1ar1y typical when a Victorian house was
wired for electricity, which was available from
1870rs on. The generators only ran in the
evening hours (in some areas this situation
existed up to the twenties), and there were
nany breakdowns. Therefore, electricity was
oftbn installed in existing houses and com-
bined on fi.xtures with gas or kerosene Iamps,
allowing the latter to remain for emergency
purposes. New Victorian houses wired from the
teginning often featured the use of combination
gai and eLectric fixtures that were stock nade
and very widely accepted.

N OFTEN PUZZLING SITUATION to those not
acquainted with Victorian lighting is the
use of fixtures featuring combinations of

lDetermlniry Approprlate Fixturos

ECAUSE THE VICT0RIAN ERA had so nany
diverse fi.xtures and fuels available, this
is a guide to aid the Victorian homeowner

6
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flctorlan Lightlng fixturos

EING THAT VICTORIAN LIGHTING fixtures were
much rnore diverse in fuel and design, much
nore conplicated in design, and were used

in more complicated arrangements, I think
that the Victorian homeowner rea1ly needs
greater help than the Colonial homeowner in
lighting.
DURING THE VICTORIAN ERA, lighting fixtures
using gas, kerosene, and/or electricity, or a
combination of these were generally available
as follows: Post lamps for street and yard
lighting, chandeliers, wa1-1 brackets, si,ngle
drop lights for alcoves and ha11ways, port-
ables (table lanps), newel post lights (usu-
aLly a statue on the botton of the stair rail),
and bearn lights (usual1y restricted to elec-
tricity as they were placed on the ceiling in
the corners of the rooms as supplemental
lighting).
IT WAS NOT UNCOMMON for a room to have a cen-
ter chandelier, wall brackets, alcove lights
(such as in a bay window), and beam lights
(if electricity was used). It seems that
lights were rnuch more evenly distributed
through the roon than today's modern single
fixture in the ceiling. In the electric age
in larger Victorian homes, it was not uncorunon
for a room to have over twenty light bulbs at
the prevlously nentioned sources. And, by
distributing snaller wattage light bulbs around
in these types of fixtures, the Victori.an home-
owner can often bring the 1evel of lighting
up to utilitarian 1eve1s without 91are.

I rxfunr FINISHES were often made in iron,
l]) white neta1, brass, bronze, ormolu (a rough
/f brass resembling gold), and oxidized cop-

per. It is often easy to te1l Anerican fix-
tures from European fixtures because of the
mechanics and design. European fixtures were
extrenel,y fancy and usually always made in
larger cast sections (which means that they
are very difficult to disassemble). American
fixtures were always made in many sna11 de-
tachable parts.

EUROPEAN FIXTURES also made extensive use of
ormoLu coatings for finishes, whereas American
fixtures would usually only highlight certain
parts with ormolu. Fixtures with prisms were
also nade to a certain extentl however, most
of them had bronze or brass frames. The prism
fixtures in the late Victorian Era were more
of the excepti-on than the ru1e. Most Victor-
ian fixtures were suspended on pipes rather
than chains as the Colonials di-d. This was
really a product of the necessity of gaslight
fixtures having a supply pipe.

in deterrning what kind of lighting fixtures
are appropriate.

For Victorian houses built prior to 1880-
) Detective work: The homeowner should look

under existing fixtures for gas pipes (if
fixtures have been replaced, they are often
attached to existing gas pipes). Cellars and
attics are also good places to look for gas
pipes. And, just because a Victorian resi-
dence was not located near a public gas plant
does not mean that it could have not had a
home gas p1ant. If no gas pipes are found,
then the house was probably lighted by kero-
sene (this will especially show itself in
hooks, if they sti11 remain where the new
light fixtures are.)

> Fixtures used: Prior to 1880, fixtures,
either kerosene or gas, were widely produced
in iron and white neta1, and were cast in most
instances. The use of brass and bronze, how-
ever, was emerging rnore and nore. Fixtures
were also nuch noie massive during this period
and often employed the use of ceramic ornaments.
The shades were mostly etched glass in beau-
tiful designs. Even kerosene fixtures used
gas shades- around the chimneys to cut down the
glare of the 1ight.

For Victorian houses built from 1880 to 1900-

> Detective work: This Victorian homeowner
has to be a first-c1ass Sherlock Holmes, as
the original lighting source could have been
gas, electricity, kerosene, or any combination
of these. Again, the first thing to do is to
look under existing fixtures to deternine if
there are gas pipes. If yes, then it is known
that gas was used for lighting. Then, deter-
mi.ne the date electricity arrived in the
locality and compare this date with when the
house was erected. Usually the house will
have had combination gas and electric fixtures
if it was possible for electricity to be in-
stalled when it was bui1t. If there are no
gas pipes and electricity was not available
when the house was erected, then the house
was probably lighted by kerosene. Sometimes
when electricity was added 1ater, it was
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