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Renovation And Maintenance

Ideas For The Antique House

Greek Revival

Decoration |

ORE OLD HOUSES WERE BUILT, and convert-
ed to, the Greek Revival style than any
other type in America. For decades it
was our national style and had its own

‘ particular form of decoration. And yet
this style of interior decoration, so appropri-
ate to the classical features of the Greek
Revival interior, has been curiously neglected.
0ld-house owners have often wondered why the
popular Early American and Victorian colors
and furnishings do not quite "fit'" in their
Grecian-style houses. A room of this period may
be wanting a touch of the Greek to bring out
its original character.

HOUSES AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS imitating classic
Greek architecture were built in every part of
the country, from 1820 to 1840. Towns that
were just beginning during the period were
built entirely in the Greek style, often
having Greek names as well—Troy, Euclid,
Ithaca, Athens. The style lingered
until the Civil War, particularly
in the middle and western parts of
the country.

THE MOOD OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
played an important part in the
Greek mania. There was a revolt
against British imitation, formerly
so popular, after the unpleasantness
of the War of 1812. Nor did they
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Napoleon.
in sympathy with the Greek people's struggle

On the other hand, Americans were

for freedom. The columns, porticos and colon-
nades that appeared in such profusion were
thought to symbolize the democratic principles
of the ancient culture. Men like Jefferson
believed the temple style to be the perfect
expression of the ideals of the American
republic.

HERE WERE ALSO MORE PRACTICAL REASONS
why the Greek Revival house became as

@~ popular as today's ranch house. House

¢ builders built for clients who wanted a

*= maximum of impressiveness with a minimum
of cost. The white columns—round and square,
plain and fluted—that held up the classic tri-
angular pediment were certainly impressive.
And they could be executed with great economy
for the sugar planter, banker or farmer alike,
all of whom deemed them appropriate.

AS TRAINED ARCHITECTS WERE RARE,

the builders required a style that
was easily translated into their
own vernacular. The temple style,
particularly in its simplest form
of adding a few columns or pilasters
to a new or existing box-type house,
£it the Bill. " It could also be
built in wood—an important factor
in a tree-rich country. Books by
Asher Benjamin and Minard Lafever

care too much for the imperious

(Continued on page 9)
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Notes From The Readers...

Gesso Makes Wood Look Like Plaster

To The Editor:

If you are replacing damaged plaster moldings
with sections built up from stock wood mold-
ings, you can give the wood the smoothness of
plaster by applying a coat or two of acrylic
gesso. This is a white plaster-like substance
that is used mainly by artists to seal canvas
to accept oil paints. Gesso can be obtained
from any well-stocked art supply store.

Originally, gesso was a mixture of plaster,
white lead and oil, and among other things
old-time woodworkers would use it to disguise
lousy joinery and to conceal rough wood

surfaces. Jay W. Hedden, Editor
Workbench Magazine

Banishing Bats From The Belfry

To The Editor:

Re Martin Sleeman's problem with bats in the
house, I've had considerable experience with
them. The first principle is to encourage
them to move...not to kill them...since a
single bat will eat up to 1,500 insects in one
night. Rabid bats are quite rare, and all but
unheard-of in the north.

To evict a bunch of bats, plug all holes

around windows, fascias, cornices, chimney
flashings, soffits, etc., that are larger

than a nickel. If you wait for the cold weath-
er, most—if not all—of the free-loading
tenants will have moved south in search of
food so they won't be trapped inside the struc-
ture. Another common place for bats to hang
out is in a seldom-used chimney. To discour-
age bats here, cover the top of the chimney
with an inverted box made of %-in. screening.

If you inadvertently trap some of the critters
in the chimney or other space, it's not too
serious. They will die, but because they are
in a dry place and are also quite small, they
will not emit any noticeable odor.

Neal P. Kingsley
Lansdowne, Pa.

A Wood Filler From The Auto Store

To The Editor:

In restoring my 1836 ante-bellum home, one of
my most useful discoveries came quite by
accident: I found that an auto metal-patching
compound called "Cuz'" was the best material
to use in patching damaged woodwork. All
delicate molding—both interior and exterior—
was reconstructed with this product. It sets
up quite rapidly to a rock-hard substance.
Before it completely hardens, you can take a
chisel or other tool and give it the final
shape. When painted over, you can't tell
where the patch leaves off and the good wood

begins. Terry E. Fish

Bolivar, Tenn.
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A Quandry: Cracks Between Floorboards

To The Editor:

The flooring in my 1850's farmhouse has shrunk,
allowing cold damp air from the crawl space
below the floor to blow up through the cracks.
My only thought is to add roofing paper to the
underside of the floor and use some sort of
filler in the cracks. What would be a good
filler for this purpose? Phil Walton

Manchester, N. H.
We've heard of fillers using sawdust plus
white glue, varnish or shellac as binders.

Also cloth strips plus glue. Anyone come up
with a really successful solution? -- Ed.

SN SIS

On
Restoring City Neighborhoods

ON SEPT. 26-29, 1975 there will be a
national conference in St. Paul, Minn.,

2nd National Conference

of individuals and groups involved in
the "Back To The City'" movement. The
conference will dwell on the practical
aspects of moving into old urban struc-
tures and neighborhoods.

§& AMONG THE TOPICS to be examined at the
four-day conclave: Influencing and chang-
ing public policy; implications of dis-
placement of the poor; financing; qual-
ity of craftsmanship; effective tech-

§% niques for neighborhood associations.
There will also be tours of neighbor-

@ hoods in St. Paul and Minneapolis.

%€

FOR DETAILS about the program and regis-

tration information, contact: Joanna
X Baymiller, 0ld Town Restorations, 158
Farrington St., St. Paul, Minn. 55102,
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Old-House Living...

Shingle-Style

Deaside ©ottage

By Claire Wood Labine

I'RQY HE HOUSE CALLED THE MAINSTAY
3£ was built as a summer retreat
in 1905 on Cape May, N.J., with
18 rooms and 9 baths by a Philadelphia
lawyer who was clearly serious about
going to the beach. Enhanced by awn-
ings, roses, hydrangeas, hanging bas-
kets, and wicker furniture arranged
on everyman's fantasy of a front
porch, it is now a wonderfully in-
~~, viting guest house...because the only
way its young owners, Tom and Sue
Carroll, could afford an old house
purchase-and-restoration was if the
house did its share.

Carrolls' work on preservation and
decoration of The Mainstay, and the
kind of folk who tend to make their
own beds and empty wastepaper baskets
(neither of which, of course, the
management expects them to do). The
result has been that Tom and Sue feel
they have an ever-widening circle of
friends with mutual interests, as well
as the "big old monster of a house"
they had always wanted.

TTm ROM GRADUATE SCHOOL at Eastern
Ii% Tennessee, the Carrolls came to

Cape May while Tom attended the
Coast Guard Officer Candidate School.
The present Mayor of the town talked

ANY INITIAL RESERVATIONS the Carrolls them into staying and enthusiastically

may have had about opening their home : reinforced their purchase of the house
to paying guests vanished somewhere during their on Jackson Street a half-block from the beach.
3% years at The Mainstay. The people who come The Carrolls dug in for six months at hard

to Cape May are by and large old-house lovers, labor and were ready for guests the following
Victoriana enthusiasts, sensitive to the summer. Much of their work was simply to

New acquisi-

tion: Leaded
Looking from front hall into study, one glass doors Homemade harpsichord adds a
sees the result of many antiquing trips. in study. musical note to the study.
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