
M News-WeaverHUD Building - BassHouse- MenloParkSunsetComplex- NationalNotables

From: GeorgeSmartHAIA <george@usmodernist.org>
Sent:Monday,April 28,20259:33AM
To: george@usmodernist.org
Subject: M News:WeaverHUD Building / BassHouse/ MenloParkSunsetComplex/ National
Notables

Monday, April 28, 2025

Welcome, Modernist architecture fans, to the USModernist
newsletter, sharing Modernist news and events since

2008! USModernist is an award- winning nonprofit 501C3
educational archive for the documentation, preservation,

and promotion of Modernist architecture.

USModernist
Radio Podcast

Architecture
Media   Library

Architect and
House Archives

       

View as Webpage

News Editor: Ron Gallagher Newsletter Staff: Virginia Faust, George Smart
Got Modernist News? Contact Ron Gallagher at rpg.modernist@gmail.com
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Sponsorship: Connect your product, service, or organization to
USModernist 's 64,000 weekly subscribers! Reach out to George Smart ,

919.740.8407.

Meet the USModernist Team

Featured Events
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Enjoy fabulous cocktails and hors d'oeuvres as if Don Draper was hosting.
Have a swinging good time with your fellow mid- century modern
architecture fans. Secret party address disclosed after ticket purchase. But
here's a clue - it was featured in Walter Magazine. Details and tickets.

Bringing People Together - The USModernist Community

Modernist houses continue to demand engagement with fundamental
questions about preservation, property rights, and early intervention.
Dedicated advocacy can reshape public opinion regarding modernist
architectural heritage. While significant progress has been made, the work of
documentation, conservation, and interpretation faces ongoing challenges
as buildings of this era reach critical stages in their lifecycle.

Your contribution of $250 or more will directly support the continuation of
these essential preservation initiatives. Each donor through June 1 receives
a set of two USModernist shot glasses, ready for your expresso or your
happy hour!

USModernist's unrivaled documentation and preservation work consistently
delivers national impact, but our continued research and advocacy is only
possible through generous supporters like you. You can be part of our
community with a tax- deductible donation . There are new and creative
options in addition to direct donation, including insurance and estate gifts,
such as donating directly to USModernist from an IRA. Details .
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Hey Modernist Fans,

Like you, we've been watching the whirlwind of changes coming out of
Washington. USModernist was the first to widely report the potential
disposal of Marcel Breuer's 1.1million- square- foot Robert C. Weaver Federal
Building in Washington DC, photos above, HUD's main office since 1968. This
landmark piece of Modernist design was called "bold and beautiful" by
President Lyndon Johnson at its opening. We are actively monitoring the
situation and figuring out how best to advocate for the Weaver Building's
future, knowing it will be the first of many important structures put on the
auction block or chopping block.

While we're laser- focused on our mission – documenting, preserving, and
promoting the Modernist architecture we all love – it's impossible to ignore
troubling signals of sale or demolition from the federal government.

USModernist celebrates and safeguards Modernist design and rejects the
idea that Modernism is inherently ugly, disposable, or ridiculously tied to
oppressive regimes. That nonsense ignores decades of groundbreaking,
optimistic, and deeply inspiring American design heralded by both
Democrats and Republicans.

We are incredibly grateful for this passionate and participatory community.
Your financial support fuels our work.

By sticking together, sharing information, and fighting to win rather than
complaining, we can protect the architecture we love. Stay vigilant.
George Smart, Executive Director
and the Team at USModernist.org
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Sadly, there are more.  See the list .

Christie's announced a sale of major works by modern masters like Mark
Rothko and Alexander Calder , among others, from the stunning Fort Worth
TX home of the late Anne Bass . The collection, housed in the iconic house
designed by Paul Rudolph , also features pieces by Frank Stella, Ellsworth
Kelly, Agnes Martin, Morris Louis, and Gino Severini . A prominent figure in
social and cultural circles, Bass made headlines in 1988 following her divorce
from oil heir Sid Bass , securing the largest divorce settlement in Texas
history.
The fate of the architecturally significant Bass House remains uncertain.
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Endangered: The Menlo Park CA campus that Cliff May designed for Sunset
magazine and that the publication made its home in 1951may be destroyed.
The magazine moved out in 2015,and the current owner is proposing a
multi- tower, mixed- use development on the site .

Endangered : Robert Lym Jr. designed large buildings for I.M. Pei . He
designed only three houses, and the one that's left, in Water Mill NY, may
be doomed . The 1971house is almost invisible in its wooded setting. It's for
sale for a little under $3.5M, but the prices for land could make it a teardown.
Three vacant adjacent parcels are also for sale, and one of those is asking as
much as the house.
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Printing buildings with 3-D technology is going beyond houses. In
Brownsville TX, a new Starbucks store is being 3-D built . In Huntsville AL,
robot printers built a 5,000- square- foot warehouse extension in seven
days .

From Dezeen , a look at six respectfully renovated Modernist houses in Fire
Island Pines NY, including ones by Harry Bates and Horace Gifford .

James De Long , who
had a fellowship at
Taliesin, took Usonion
principles to heart in
designing the Melzer
House in Redlands CA
in 1960. It has been
put up for sale for the
first time ever for
$1.5M.
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The high- value, portable, easy- to- mount Circle Square Triangle:  A Traveling
Exhibition on the Architecture of Myron Goldfinger , is available starting
June 15.Perfect for small museums, galleries, or preservation societies with
exhibition space. Contact jmgoldfinger@gmail.com.
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This stunning 1950 Stamford CT house was built for Roy Doty, the
celebrated cartoonist. Designed by Henry N. Wright , managing editor
of Architectural Forum. Published in 1945 in Tomorrow's Home . For
sale at $970,000.

Tom Kundig designed the
Voelker House in 2002 on a
slope above Lake Washington in
Bellevue WA. Now, it's on the
market for a little below $25M.

Architect Arthur Dyson
designed the Lapp Riverhouse
outside Fresno CA in 2012 to
reflect the topography. It's for
sale for the first time for $2.3M.
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On a large corner lot in the Angeles Mesa neighborhood of Hyde Park in LA,
this is the ADU! Up front, the original 1915bungalow main house is early
twentieth century craftsman architecture of the historic neighborhood. For
sale at $2 million .

A 1957 Berkeley CA house designed by Walter Ratcliff was restored after
falling into disrepair over the years.
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Raleigh's Frank Harmon appeared recently on WUNC Radio .

Jake Gorst's newest film, New England Modernism , is now available on
streaming.

To find an architect in the USModernist archives , just type USModernist and
the name of the architect into Google . For example: USModernist Saarinen.

To find a house USModernist archives , just type USModernist and the
address into Google using full directional spelling, omitting the road type,
and separately listing the city. For example, 2322 W. Lake Dr. in Charlotte
would be entered into Google as USModernist "2332 West Lake" Charlotte.

You can get architecture books and watch architecture movies free here .

To find an architecture or design magazine, type USModernist Library and
the name of the magazine into Google. Example: USModernist Library
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Rare Spirits, Jun 6, 10:00am / Fine Art, Jun 11,10:00am

You can visit the Shag House in Palm Springs, designed and built in
collaboration with artist  Josh Agle , aka  Shag , showcasing his distinctive
artistic style. As lead designer and creative director of this major remodel and
expansion,  Shag  has drawn upon his architectural studies and the aesthetic
of his artwork to reimagine this classic 1958 home, originally designed by
desert modern architects Palmer & Krisel for the Alexander Construction
Company.  The Shag House has custom furnishings, finishes, and even
unique breeze blocks to perfectly match his vision.

May 1-4:  Tiki Tour of The Shag House, hourly 9am to 2pm each day.  Tickets .
May 1-2: Tiki Twilight Tour of The Shag House, 5pm.  Tickets .
May 3: Tour  The Shag House with Shag! 4pm.  Tickets .
May 11:Mother's Day Brunch: 11am.The Shag Store and El Tuggle host
Bubbles & Bites, a poolside celebration with bottomless champagne,
mimosas, a signature cocktail, and brunch bites served up with that
signature Shag House flair. Grab your seat .

May 3: Logs to Lustrons tour, Indiana Dunes National Park, Porter IN.
Information and tickets.

May 13:Preservation Durham Annual Meeting and Home Tour Lecture, 5:30-
7pm, at the Carolina Theatre. Moderated by Alicia Hylton- Daniel , a home
tour lecture with local historians, researchers, and homeowners discuss
Preservation Durham ’s plaque program. Free. Register here .

May 17: Historic New England's Bauhaus Birthday Party at the Walter
Gropius House, Lincoln MA. Details and tickets.
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May 17: MAK Center Spring Tour, Los Angeles CA. Tickets.

May 17-18: Preservation Durham 50th Anniversary Tour. Tickets .

May 31: Winston- Salem Modernist House Tour, featuring the work of STITCH
Design Shop.  SOLD OUT - We are taking a waiting list.

Saturday, June 7: NCModernist Italian Wine Tasting Evening at a Brian
Shawcroft House, 7-9:30pm. Details TBA.

Saturday, June 14, 12n: Philip Johnson Glass House Summer Party, New
Canaan CT. Noon. Details TBA.

Sunday, June 15: 11am. USModernist's Summer Brunch, at a fantastic Paul
Rudolph House, Greenwich CT. Join George Smart and Devra Dubroff for
this annual event! Details and tickets.

Friday, June 20: Party Like It's 1962 with USModernist's MidCentury Summer
Soirée, 7-10pm. Details TBA.

Thursday, June 19: 5-7pm. Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour! Clark Hall
Doors and Windows, 1403 Capital Boulevard, Raleigh NC. Free, registration
required . Enter JUNE on the form.

June 26- 29: Bottoms Up 2025 in Lancaster OH. A celebration of midcentury
barware and lifestyle.

June 28 10am- 12p: Peoria IL MCM Architecture Bus Tour. Information.

Through June 30 : National Building Museum in Washington DC: Capital
Brutalism .

May 10: The seventh edition of Time Space Existence , the European Cultural
Centre ’s (ECC) biennial exhibition of innovations in architecture around the
globe, is set to open in Venice, Italy, with Chapel Hill ’s pod architecture +
design presenting the only spirits distillery project – Rabbit Hole Distillery in
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Louisville KY. Closes November 23.

Saturday, September 13:Modapalooza, Raleigh NC. Tickets available in June.

October 5-7: Preservation North Carolina Conference in Asheville NC.
Details.

October 18: New Canaan Museum and Historical Society Modernist House
Day Tour, with a special party sponsored the night before by USModernist.
Join George Smart and Devra Dubroff for this biennial event! Tickets.

ADFF: The Architecture and Design Film Festival: NY Oct 14-18,LA Oct 21-25,
Vancouver Nov 5-9, Toronto Nov 12-15,Chicago Feb 2026.

March 17-26: DOCOMOMO International Conference in Los Angeles. Details
TBA.

Through Winter 2026 at the National Building Museum in Washington DC: A
South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South.

Latest Podcast



M News-WeaverHUD Building - BassHouse- MenloParkSunsetComplex- NationalNotables

#402/National Notables:  National Trust's  Carol Quillen + AIA President
Evelyn Lee + Tucson's Demion Clinco + HGTV's Elizabeth Finkelstein

Today we ’ll visit with the CEO of the National Trust for Historic Preservation,
Carol Quillen ; the 2025 president of the AIA, Evelyn Lee ; the founder of
Tucson Modern, Demion Clinco , and the co- host of HGTV’s Who's Afraid of a
Cheap Old House , Elizabeth Finkelstein . 

USModernist Radio is underwritten by Diane Bald and The Budman Family,
restoring significant architecture in Toronto, Los Angeles, Malibu, and Palm
Springs.  New to podcasts?  You can listen to USModernist Radio on any
major podcast platform or through any computer .
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Tower Street Homes in Raleigh NC made headlines in the Wall Street Journal
before breaking ground in 2021.Awarded a Matsumoto Prize, among other
recognitions, only 2 of these 4300 sf sustainable, high- performance homes
remain available. Contact Will Alphin , 919-427- 7874 or will@redesign.build.

Two Arthur Cogswell houses in Chapel Hill NC are for sale – the 1966
Mitchell House , left, and the 1963 Hill House with its concrete barrel vault
roof.
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NCModernist was on CBS-17 My Carolina last week, talking about last
weekend's Modapalooza and the next one on September 13.

Doug Pierson and Youn Choi of PodAnd in Carrboro NC are part of the Venice
Biennial:  Time Space Existence , organized by the European Cultural
Commission.   They are exhibiting a vital regeneration project in the NuLu
neighborhood in Louisville KY, the Rabbit Hole Urban Distillery.
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Vacancy , not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist
houses.  Preserve and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when
North Carolina houses go vacant or on the market.

Check out the NCModernist For Sale/Rent Database . Real estate agents and
owners can list their NC Modernist houses for sale or rent for free.
Submissions are subject to approval: single- family Modernist houses only,
they can be old or new, the architect or designer can be from anywhere, but
the house must be in North Carolina. Exclusively sponsored by:

Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and
promoting Modernist residential architecture.
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