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Sponsorship: Connect your product, service, or organization to
USModernist 's 64,000 weekly subscribers! Reach out to George Smart ,

919.740.8407.

Meet the USModernist Team

Featured Events
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New: Saturday, May 10: Sipp & Stamp at the Shag House, Palm Springs
CA. Meet internationally- known artist  Shag  at the amazing house designed
around his creative, midcentury art! Featuring a cocktail passport party from
four continents. Guests receive a passport from  Shag  himself and get a
stamp for each worldly drink.  Proceeds to benefit USModernist, and
our  Michela O'Connor Abrams  will be on hand to greet you with a special
gift. Plus exciting raffles of Shag art and overnight stays!  Details and tickets.

New: Sunday, June 15: 11am. USModernist's Summer Brunch, at the fantastic
Bernhard House, designed by Paul Rudolph , Greenwich CT. Just a few miles
from the convenient Westchester Airport. Join USModernist's George Smart
and Devra Dubroff for this annual event! Sponsored by Inger Stringfellow .
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Details and tickets.

Bringing People Together - The USModernist Community

Coming up: May is National Historic Preservation Month!

Modernist houses continue to demand engagement with fundamental
questions about preservation, property rights, and early intervention.
Dedicated advocacy can reshape public opinion regarding modernist
architectural heritage. While significant progress has been made, the work of
documentation, conservation, and interpretation faces ongoing challenges
as buildings of this era reach critical stages in their lifecycle. Your
contribution of $500, $250, or $100 will directly support the continuation of
these essential preservation initiatives, ensuring that bold architectural
expressions remain vital components of our cultural landscape for future
generations.

USModernist's unrivalled documentation and preservation work consistently
delivers national impact, but our continued research is only possible through
generous supporters like you. You can be part of our community with a tax-
deductible donation . There are new and creative options in addition to
direct donation, including insurance and estate gifts, such as donating
directly to USModernist from an IRA. Details .

Do you have a basement or attic or storage unit full of contemporary
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foreign nation, claimed sovereign immunity — a legal doctrine shielding
government entities from lawsuits without their consent — arguing the
court lacked jurisdiction. And the judge agreed. While the Society will appeal,
the building is likely to be gone by the time they get to court.

The Endangered List is Going to Grow: The Trump Administration has

identified several dozen buildings for "accelerated disposition,"  including the

1.1million square foot Weaver HUD Building in Washington DC, designed by

Walter Gropius . See the list .
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Commuters hoping for a revamped Penn Station got a major shake- up last
Thursday as the Trump administration transferred control of the massive
expansion project from New York's Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(MTA) ti Amtrak.

The long- debated, controversial idea of moving Madison Square Garden,
which sits atop the station, could be back in play. Experts argue a functional
Penn Station hinges on two key elements often opposed by Amtrak, the
MTA, and NJ Transit: a unified train system compatible across different rail
lines and redesigned platforms – a change likely requiring the arena's
relocation, as shown in the rendering above. Whether the new Amtrak- led
plan will tackle these issues is unclear. Trump donor Thomas Klingenstein
proposed in March demolishing the current Madison Square Garden to build
a "towering train hall, larger than Grand Central Station" modeled on the
original Penn Station and costing an estimated $7.5 billion.
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Sweden's Architectural Uprising bestowed its inaugural International
Aesthetic Atrocity Award upon Steven Holl's celebrated and awarded 2002
Simmons Hall at MIT. The aluminum- clad residence hall, with its distinctive
windows and bold geometric presence on MIT's campus, "is a colossal, yet
decidedly impractical, structure which betrays a complete lack of interest in
the building's users," notes this rabidly anti- Modernist group, very similar to
the National Civic Art Society in the US. Criticism of Modernist architecture
follows Trump's recent  executive order promoting traditional and classical
styles for federal buildings ." Some people suggest this is retribution for
Holl's recent opinion  on Dezeen saying, "Stalin, Hitler, and Trump all tried to
block Modernist architecture".

San Diego preservationist and
author Keith York gives a talk on
Craig Ellwood and Ernie Jacks
in Fayetteville AR.

Mina Chow FAIA and her
research colleague Beverly
Payeff- Masey spoke recently on
Helen Liu Fong , a designer who
shaped thousands of retail
establishments. Chow is
developing a new documentary
on Fong's life.  
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In Brno, in the Czech Republic, the 1930 Villa Tughenhat is a Mies van der
Rohe glass house that is a UNESCO World Heritage site and, in the words of
this report , "the most influential private residence of the 20th century
that you ’ve never heard of."

Jim Fox's multi- angled 1985
Caretaker House on Satulah
Mountain in western North
Carolina, is for sale at just under
$3M .

Three condos in a building that
Ray Kappe designed in 1963 in
LA's Hollywood Hills area are on
the market for $899,000 ,
$750,000 and $650,000 .
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Roy O Allen , an SOM architect in
New York City, designed a Glass
House style home for his family
house in Briarcliff Manor NY in
1957. It's for sale for $3M .

From 42 acres in Sleepy Hollow
NY, $12M can get you a view of
the Hudson River with a 1973
house that Richard Donahue
designed for Rodman
Rockefeller , son of former Vice
President Nelson Rockefeller.
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Amazon founder Jeff Bezos went from buying the most expensive house in
the state of Washington in 2019 to recently selling it for another record
price, $63M . Jim Olson designed the house, dubbed American Place, for art
collector Barney Ebsworth in 2003.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the firm of Pioch & Mellen designed 14
Modernist round branches around central New York State for Columbia
Bank. About half are gone now.

A writer who fled his home in Altadena CA in the January wildfires askswhat
the future holds for quintessential mid- Century Modernist design .
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Building Harvard College is about notable structures that define the
campus. The latest installment focuses on the Carpenter Center for the
Visual Arts (1963) by Corbusier . Details .Hat tip to Keith York.

Up for Auction: The Alice Ball House in New Canaan CT, designed by Philip
Johnson , is up for auction tomorrow due to around $163,000 in unpaid
property taxes . There is no minimum bid. CTtaxsales.com explains  the
process. Bidding begins at 11amat the New Canaan Town Hall, 77 Main
Street, New Canaan CT.
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Up for Auction: Another twist in the complicated story of Frank Lloyd
Wright's Price Tower building in Bartlesville OK. The defendants in a lawsuit
over who owns the building filed for bankruptcy, and the Tower is now set
for auction May 6 in the US Bankruptcy Court in Tulsa . Bidding is open.
The minimum is $1,539,287.

Likely Endangered : Robert Lym Jr. designed large buildings for I.M. Pei . He
designed only three houses, and the one that's left, in Water Mill NY, may
be doomed . The 1971house is almost invisible in its wooded setting. It's for
sale for a little under $3.5M, but the prices for land could make it a teardown.
Three vacant adjacent parcels are also for sale, and one of those is asking as
much as the house and its lot.

Know an endangered Modernist house in your neighborhood, city, or state?
Through our preservation alert program, Modernism In Danger,
USModernist calls attention to the Modernist buildings around the country at
risk for deterioration, demolition, auction, or inappropriate renovation (like
turning your Modernist house into an Italianate villa). ��Tell us.
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Leland Little Modern & Contemporary Auction Online , May 1,10:00am
Free Preview Party April 30, 6pm, 620 Cornerstone Court, Hillsborough NC

Bid on exciting items donated to NCModernist: at left, Komfort Mobelfabrik ,
teak and leather sofa. Right, painting by Hunter B. Hadley III , contemporary
artist based in Chapel Hill.

Additional Auctions:
Prints & Photographs, May 2, 10:00am
Collectible Books, Maps, & Documents, May 21,10:00am
Asian Art, May 22, 9:00am / Sporting Art, May 29, 10:00am
Fine Sporting Arms, May 30, 10:00am / Fine Wine, Jun 5, 10:00am
Rare Spirits, Jun 6, 10:00am / Fine Art, Jun 11,10:00am

This Thursday, April 24: 5-7pm. Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour! Reese
Atelier and THE STORE, 719 Devereaux Street, Raleigh NC.

Join architect John Reese at his unique B&B. Free, registration required .
Enter APRIL on the form.
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You can visit the 2024 Shag House in Palm Springs, designed and built in
collaboration with artist  Josh Agle , aka  Shag , showcasing his distinctive
artistic style. As lead designer and creative director of this major remodel and
expansion,  Shag  has drawn upon his architectural studies and the aesthetic
of his artwork to reimagine this classic 1958 home, originally designed by
desert modern architects Palmer & Krisel for the Alexander Construction
Company.  The Shag House has custom furnishings, finishes, and even
unique breeze blocks to perfectly match his vision. Upcoming events:

May 1-4:  Tiki Tour of The Shag House, hourly 9am to 2pm each day.  Tickets .
May 1-2: Tiki Twilight Tour of The Shag House, 5pm.  Tickets .
May 3: Tour  The Shag House with Shag! 4pm.  Tickets .
May 10: Sipp and Stamp Cocktail Party with Shag!  7pm.  Guests receive a
passport from  Shag  himself and get a stamp for each worldly drink.  Proceeds
benefit USModernist, and our  Michela O'Connor Abrams  will be on hand to
greet you with a special gift. Plus exciting raffles of Shag art and overnight
stays!  Details and tickets.

Saturday, May 3: The Haw River House, Haw River NC. SOLD OUT - We are
taking a waiting list.

Tuesday, May 6, 7pm : The NCModernist Architecture Film Series wraps up
for 2025 at the cherished Rialto Theatre in Raleigh NC. Join us for Schindler
Space Architect, the story of California architect Rudolf Schindler . Special
Q&A remote guest, producer Valentina Ganeva . The NCModernist
Architecture Movie Series is sponsored by  insitustudio.us , Matt Griffith and
Zach Hoffman . Doors open at 6:15pm. Advance tix .
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May 12-16: 2025 Art Libraries Society of North America (ARLIS/NA) 53rd
Annual Conference. Online. Details.

May 13:Preservation Durham Annual Meeting and Home Tour Lecture, 5:30-
7pm, at the Carolina Theatre. Moderated by Alicia Hylton- Daniel , a home
tour lecture with local historians, researchers, and homeowners discuss
Preservation Durham ’s plaque program. Free. Register here .

May 17: Historic New England's Bauhaus Birthday Party at the Walter
Gropius House, Lincoln MA. Details and tickets.

May 17: MAK Center Spring Tour, Los Angeles CA. Tickets.

May 17-18: Preservation Durham 50th Anniversary Tour. Tickets .

May 31: Winston- Salem Modernist House Tour, featuring the work of STITCH
Design Shop.  SOLD OUT - We are taking a waiting list.

Saturday, June 7: NCModernist Italian Wine Tasting Evening at a Brian
Shawcroft House, 7-9:30pm. Details TBA.

Saturday, June 14, 12n: Philip Johnson Glass House Summer Party, New
Canaan CT. Noon. Details TBA.

Sunday, June 15: 11am. USModernist's Summer Brunch, at a fantastic Paul
Rudolph House, Greenwich CT. Join George Smart and Devra Dubroff for
this annual event! Details and tickets.

Friday, June 20: Party Like It's 1962 with USModernist's MidCentury Summer
Soirée, 7-10pm. Details TBA.

Thursday, June 19: 5-7pm. Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour! Clark Hall
Doors and Windows, 1403 Capital Boulevard, Raleigh NC. Free, registration
required . Enter JUNE on the form.

June 26- 29: Bottoms Up 2025 in Lancaster OH. A celebration of midcentury
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barware and lifestyle.

June 28 10am- 12p: Peoria IL MCM Architecture Bus Tour. Information.

Through June 30 : National Building Museum in Washington DC: Capital
Brutalism .

May 10: The seventh edition of Time Space Existence , the European Cultural
Centre ’s (ECC) biennial exhibition of innovations in architecture around the
globe, is set to open in Venice, Italy, with Chapel Hill ’s pod architecture +
design presenting the only spirits distillery project – Rabbit Hole Distillery in
Louisville KY. Closes November 23.

September 27- January 11: Craft Contemporary in Los Angeles. Material Curiosity
by Design: Evelyn and Jerome Ackerman, Mid- Century to Today.

October 5-7: Preservation North Carolina Conference in Asheville NC.
Details.

October 18: New Canaan Museum and Historical Society Modernist House
Day Tour, with a special party sponsored the night before by USModernist.
Join George Smart and Devra Dubroff for this biennial event! Tickets.

ADFF: The Architecture and Design Film Festival: NY Oct 14-18,LA Oct 21-25,
Vancouver Nov 5-9, Toronto Nov 12-15,Chicago Feb 2026.

March 17-26: DOCOMOMO International Conference in Los Angeles. Details
TBA.

Through Winter 2026 at the National Building Museum in Washington DC: A

South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South.

Latest Podcast
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#401/DOCOMOMO's Liz Waytkus + Photographer Andrew Pielage +
Architect Paul McClean + Musical Guest Laura Anglade

From poolside at the swanky USModernist compound in Palm Springs
during Modernism Week 2025, we ’ll talk to Liz Waytkus , executive director of
DOCOMOMO- US, and photographer- on- a-quest Andrew Pielage . Back in
the studio, we ’ll hear from LA’s architect to the stars, Paul McClean and
musical guest Laura Anglade . 

USModernist Radio is underwritten by Diane Bald and The Budman Family,
restoring significant architecture in Toronto, Los Angeles, Malibu, and Palm
Springs.  New to podcasts?  You can listen to USModernist Radio on any
major podcast platform or through any computer .
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AIA Triangle announced its 2025 design awards last week. Residential honors
went to Bull City Commons, designed by withArchitecture ; 1208 Wimbleton,
by Jolie Frazier Mollison ; and Cranefly, by in situ studio .

Vacancy , not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist
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houses.  Preserve and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when
North Carolina houses go vacant or on the market.

Check out the NCModernist For Sale/Rent Database . Real estate agents and
owners can list their NC Modernist houses for sale or rent for free.
Submissions are subject to approval: single- family Modernist houses only,
they can be old or new, the architect or designer can be from anywhere, but
the house must be in North Carolina. Exclusively sponsored by:

Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and
promoting Modernist residential architecture.
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