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Welcome Modernist architecture fans to the USModernist newsletter, sharing the best
news and events since 2008! USModernist is a nonprofit 501C3 educational archive for

the documentation, preservation, and promotion of Modernist architecture.
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Got Modernist News? Contact Ron Gallagher at rpg.modernist@gmail.com
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Become a USModernist Mod Squad member (or give a membership as a gift!) for as
little as $10/month! Join our national community of architecture fans supporting and
preserving the Modernist architecture you love. Photo by Ezra Stoller/ESTO.
Information.

It's That Time of the Year
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During 2024, USModernist:

 Scanned over 450,000 pages of architecture magazines, making many publicly
accessible (and text-searchable) for the first time

 Expanded to archive abandoned architecture websites and podcasts
 Taken Modernist architecture fans on exciting trips to Palm Springs, London,

Brussels, Antwerp, and Amsterdam
 Hosted amazing tours and parties in Los Angeles and Palm Springs
 Advocated for Modernist house preservation in California, New York, Kansas,

North Carolina and Connecticut
 Hosted the Matsumoto Prize
 Added new archives for 10 mid-century architects, bringing documented

houses to 23,000
 Produced 52 new episodes of USModernist Radio, bringing the show total up

to 390, with over 680 fascinating Modernist guests from around the world
Our work is far from over. Still-worthy mid-century Modernist houses still get
bulldozed, stories remain untold, and the future of our shared design heritage hangs in
the balance. Organizations like the National Civic Arts Society are on the move to
dramatically reduce Modernist design from future Federal buildings - and tear down
existing midcentury buildings in Washington DC. Without your continued support, the
Modernist legacy may fade into silence. 

 The Annual Fund sustains yearly operations
 The Endowment Fund creates future sustainability
 The Optimism Circle is for legacy gifts, present and future, from your estate

If you make a tax-deductible donation before January 5, a donor will double it.  Plus,
every donor over $250 gets two years of Mod Squad membership.

USModernist's documentation and preservation work consistently delivers national
impact, but our future success is only possible through generous supporters like you.
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There are many new and creative options in addition to direct donation, including
legacy gifts and Bitcoin.

As we leave 2024, enjoy vintage midcentury postcards below accompanied by great
tunes from the Gand Band. Have a wonderful holiday with friends and family!

Featured Events

Tuesday, January 7, 7pm. The NCModernist Architecture Film Series is back - and at
the cherished Rialto Theatre in Raleigh NC. The first film is Visual Acoustics, a
documentary on acclaimed architecture photographer Julius Shulman narrated by
Dustin Hoffman. Featuring a remote Q&A afterwards with the film's producer, Eric
Bricker. The NCModernist Architecture Movie Series is sponsored by insitustudio.us,
Matt Griffith and Zach Hoffman. Doors open at 630pm. Advance tickets.

Thursday, January 16: 5-7pm. Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour! TRIG Modern,
Whitaker Mill Road, Raleigh NC. Join the NCModernist gang at the TRIG wine bar as
you discover a huge store of modern art, furniture, fixtures, lighting, and rugs. Free,
registration required. Enter TRIG on the form.

Modernist News
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Ernst Wagner, founder and former President of the Paul Rudolph Institute for Modern
Architecture, passed away on Monday, December 23, from complications following a
stroke. He was 81 years old. The longtime business and life partner of architect Paul
Rudolph (right), Wagner (left) was president of Rudolph's lighting company. Ernst met
Paul Rudolph in 1975, and in October he moved into Rudolph’s small rental apartment
on the top floor of 23 Beekman Place. From that moment, Ernst’s life would be forever
intertwined with Paul Rudolph and modern architecture.

In 2001, Ernst founded the Paul Rudolph Foundation to honor Paul’s legacy. Following
Rudolph’s death, Ernst moved into the duplex apartment at the top of the Modulightor
building. Other members of The Paul Rudolph Foundation, following a disagreement
over the group’s priorities, removed Mr. Wagner from the organization in 2014 and was
subsequently evicted from the Modulightor Building. Ernst, intent to keep his promise
to Paul, created the Paul Rudolph Heritage Foundation with several of the original
members of the Paul Rudolph Foundation. The Paul Rudolph Heritage Foundation later
changed its name to The Paul Rudolph Institute for Modern Architecture. Following its
landmark designation, Wagner donated the Modulightor building and the Modulightor
lighting company to the Paul Rudolph Institute for Modern Architecture in December
2023.

Ernst’s life was dedicated to sharing Paul Rudolph’s work with the public. Whether by
designing bespoke light fixtures using Rudolph’s original specifications, or sitting in the
living room at Modulightor sharing stories about his life with Paul, he was always happy
to meet people and answer questions. Ernst leaves behind a legacy of devotion to Paul
Rudolph’s memory. His last words were “I want our project to continue” and we gave
him our promise. The important Modernist property is now in the good hands of the
Paul Rudolph Institute for Modern Architecture, headed by Kelvin Dickinson. Services
for Wagner are not yet scheduled. Listen to USModernist's interview with
Wagnerfrom 2015.
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Destruction of the 1950 Alexander-Johnston House at 17 Pine Tree Road in Salisbury
NC, designed by John Ramsay, has sparked a vibrant renewed citizen commitment to
Modernist preservation in that town. Historic Salisbury, neighbors, Preservation NC,
real estate agents, and the Ramsay family lobbied hard to save the house, including
offering $35,000 more than the current owners recently paid.

Wichita KS recently celebrated a significant victory with the successful preservation of
the iconic Century II Performing Arts Center. This achievement is a powerful catalyst for
preserving another architectural gem – the adjacent city-owned 1966 Wichita Central
Public Library. Designed by renowned architect William Lescaze, the library is a
masterpiece with soaring ceilings, expansive windows, and an innovative open floor
plan. Just as Century II revitalized downtown Wichita, the library has the potential to
become a new vibrant hub. The library is on the National Historic Register thanks to
architect Robert McLaughlin.

Good news: the leaky Wichita Central Public Library is getting a new roof. There's water
damage to be repaired inside from previous flooding. Bad news: Unfortunately, after a
lengthy RFP process, the City has so far denied all proposals for future use. Stay tuned.
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Help lost resources rise from the ashes of the internet. USModernist is thrilled to
announce that in addition to our extensive house archives and massive magazine
library, we are looking for abandoned midcentury modern websites and
architecture podcasts. Last month, we added MCMO-SWFL, the website for South
Florida Modernism plus 37 episodes of Monique Anton’s Modernist podcast. Know a
great website from the 2000's that's long gone? Know an architecture podcast no
longer producing new shows? Please be in touch!

Forbes picked upour coverage of Philip Johnson's long-empty 1946 Booth House at
319 Pound Ridge Road in Bedford NY, rapidly becoming a tear-down target. In 1955,
it became home to architect and architectural photographer Robert Damora and his
wife, architect Sirkka Damora, who lived there for over 50 years. On the market again
for $1.5M (down from $1.9M but still overpriced), it's in bad shape, has water damage,
and needs a hero to step in and do a rescue.
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The Village of Southampton Architectural Review Board (ARB), continues to
relentlessly pursue forced landmarking of five Modernist houses, three by Norman
Jaffe (like the Bliss house), and one each by Myron Goldfinger and Ward Bennett. At
the epic six-hour meeting, preservation experts representing the town and owners
gave reports about whether the houses qualified for landmarking, then the owner
attorneys tore into the ARB's aggressive lack of transparency, violation of town and
national policies, complete disregard for homeowner rights, and absence of a public
ARB vote to pursue this landmarking effort to begin with. We're all in favor of Modernist
preservation, but this is absolutely not the right way to go about it. The next meeting is
Monday, January 27, 6pm ET. Watch it over Zoom.

Know of an endangered Modernist house in your neighborhood, city, or state? Through
our preservation alert program, Modernism In Danger, USModernist calls attention to
the Modernist buildings around the country at risk for deterioration, demolition, or
inappropriate renovation (like turning your Modernist house into an Italianate villa). ﻿Tell
us.
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This exceptional Modernist house is for sale in Lake Forest IL, designed by Robert
Rasumussen. The owners are the people next door who would really like a
preservation-minded buyer. Details.

• From Architectural Digest: Five of the Absolute Best Midcentury-Modern Interiors
Ever Onscreen—From Mad Men to North by Northwest. These are the shows we return
to again and again for the eye candy.

• Dezeen's skyscrapers of 2024.

• New York City’s Historic Preservation Movement Is Having a midlife crisis.

USModernist Art Donation Program: Do you have a basement/attic/storage unit full
of contemporary or abstract art? Can't bear the thought of throwing them away, and
your family doesn't want them? Through tax-deductible donations, USModernist puts
that wonderful art into ideally suited for Modernist houses. Your donation supports
USModernist's documentation and preservation programs. Contact: Sharon Glazener,
Art Director, 919.787.3515 or George Smart, george@usmodernist.org.

Newsletter/Website Sponsorship: Connect your product, or company to
USModernist's 64,000 wildly Modernist weekly subscribers! Reach out to George
Smart, 919.740.8407.

Upcoming Events
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Want to bring 50-100 design-oriented people to your client site or studio?

Host a Thirst4Architecture design networking event! We have openings for March, June,
and July anywhere in the Raleigh/Durham area. Contact Devra Dubroff,
devra@usmodernist.org. 

January 29, 6-8pm: Pre-Modernist Auction Party at Leland Little Auctions, Hillsborough
NC.

﻿Through February 17: National Building Museum in Washington DC: Frank Lloyd
Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania and Capital Brutalism.

March 19-22: DOCOMOMO/HPEF Conference, aka PRP4, in Boston at the Boston
Archiectural College.

Through March 22, Circle Square Triangle: Houses I Never Lived In, a Myron Goldfinger
exhibition curated by his partner and wife June Goldfinger, left, at the Paul Rudolph
Institute in New York City. Article in Architectural Record. Free. Details.

Through March 28: 100 Women Architects: The Exhibition, Roca London Gallery, Station
Court, Townmead Road, London.

Modapalooza NC: The next 8-house tour of new Modernist houses is Saturday, April 26.
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Tickets available in January.

Through March 16 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Materialized Space:
The Architecture of Paul Rudolph. From Rudolph's Sarasota houses to his
controversial Brutalist buildings to his unpublished drawings, models, and furniture, this
is the first architecture exhibit at the Met in 52 years. Tickets and details. Fast
Company review. Review in The Guardian.

Join USModernist May 13-23 for our 9th European Modernist trip: Berlin and
Zurich Vals, Switzerland, staying at Peter Zumthor's iconic 7132 spa. Only 1
place left! Details and tickets.

New Podcast

#385/Lindal's Christina Lindal and Aris Georges + Designer Lauren Rottet +
Musical Guests Marco Palos and Blake Lewis of Phat Cat Swinger

For decades, we’ve been reading about Lindal Cedar Homes in design magazines. Now,
under the leadership of third-generation President Christina Lindal they’ve branched
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out into compelling designs by Aris Georges inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright. And
inside great houses like this, you’re probably going to need good decorating advice, so
we go to Montauk New York in the Hamptons to talk with author and award-winning
interior designer Lauren Rottet. Wrapping up, musical guests Marco Palos and
American Idol’s Blake Lewis of Phat Cat Swinger.  

USModernist Radio is underwritten by June Goldfinger and Jeff Taylor, sponsors of
Circle Square Triangle: A Traveling Exhibition on the Architecture of Myron
Goldfinger, and by Diane Bald and The Budman Family, restoring significant
architecture in Toronto, Los Angeles, Malibu, and Palm Springs.  ﻿New to podcasts? You
can listen to USModernist Radio on any major podcast platform or through any
computer.

Want to be on USModernist Radio?The show will be ten years old in 2025! We'll have
a special show (number 400) featuring past guests - plus we would love fans of the
show to be in touch - and you might be interviewed, too! ﻿Do you have a favorite
episode? Learned something useful? Got a funny story? Contact George Smart at
george@usmodernist.org.
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Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid-century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina houses go
vacant or on the market.

Check out theNCModernist For Sale/Rent Database. Real estate agents and owners
can list their NC Modernist houses for sale or rent for free. Submissions are subject to
approval: single-family Modernist houses only, they can be old or new, the architect or
designer can be from anywhere, but the house must be in North Carolina. Exclusively
sponsored by:
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Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and promoting
Modernist residential architecture.
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