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Monday, December 2, 2024

Welcome Modernist architecture fans to the USModernist newsletter, sharing the best
news and events since 2008! USModernist is a nonprofit 501C3educational archive for

the documentation, preservation, and promotion of Modernist architecture.

       

View as Webpage

USModernist
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Architecture
Magazine Library

Architect and
House Archives

News Editor: Ron Gallagher Newsletter Staff: Virginia Faust, George Smart
Meet the USModernist Team

Got Modernist News?Contact Ron Gallagher at rpg.modernist@gmail.com
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Newsletter/Website Sponsorship: Connect your product, or company to
USModernist's 64,000wildly Modernist weekly subscribers!Reachout to George
Smart , 919.740.8407.

Featured Events

USModernist's Cyber Monday Deal: Mod Squad membership , normally $120 a year, is
on sale through Sunday,5pm ET. Here’s how: Justgo to
www.usmodernist.org/donate , donate exactly $120.02,and get two years for the
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price of one! For an even better deal, donate exactly $500.10for ten yearsat the price
of about four! Photo of the 1954 Catalano house by EzraStoller/ESTO.Offer expires
Sunday, December 8, at 5pm ET.

Join USModernist May 13-23 for our 9th European Modernist trip: Berlin and Zurich
and Basel and Lucerne including a thrilling overnight visit to Vals, Switzerland ,
staying at Peter Zumthor's iconic 7132 spa. Only 8 places left! Details and tickets.

Thursday, December 19, 5-7pm : Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour at one of
downtown Raleigh'smost unique buildings! Equinox II, 850 West Morgan Street,
designed by Mike Nicklas . Free,registration required.  Sponsored by Jason Queen of
Monarch Realty . Enter EQUINOXon the form.
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SantaColada! Saturday, December 28, 11am- 1pm: The USModernist Holiday
Contemporary Art Sale!Get a deal on wonderful contemporary art from the
USModernist vault. Works by Jillian Goldberg, John Hiigli, Abie Harris, and more!
Plus,a special appearanceby Santa Claus, who will be on a well-deserved vacation
from his biggest workday of the year.Santawill make pina coladas with a magical
holiday slusheemachine. He'll also listen to your advancewishes for next year.We are
not making this up! Location: 5409 Pelham Road,Durham. Got art or sculpture to
donate to the event? We'll pick it up. Contact: Sharon Glazener, Art Director,
919.787.3515. Free,registration required.  Enter SANTACOLADAon the form. Ho ho
ho!

Modernist News

Saved: A major step forward for Milwaukee's 1967 Domes, designed by Donald
L. Grieb , The county board just greenlit the Domes Reimagined plan, pledging $30
million to transform them into a world- classdestination, along with help from Friends
of the Domes, Milwaukee County Parks,and The Alexander Company.
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Saved: The Village of Oak Park IL dropped plans to demo its Village Hall and voted
to hire an architect to rehab the 1970's Harry Weese building.

Update : There'sa proposed compromise on the 1954 Al Beadle-designed Modernist
house at 4918 EastWhite GatesDrive in Phoenix AZ. An LLCcontrolled by Yasser
Elshair bought the house in Januaryand applied for a demo permit in March – to huge
public outcry nationwide. The permit was later withdrawn, and negotiations to salvage
portions for offsite reuse took place over the last few months, led by Alison King . As
long as neither historic registration nor a Historic PreservationOverlay is placed on his
property, Elshairhas agreed to a $50,000contribution towards salvagecosts.The public
is encouraged to weigh in on December 16 at the Phoenix Historic Preservation
Hearing. Contact the City of Phoenix Historic Preservation Office at
historic@phoenix.gov to get on the list.

Endangered Alert: The LA Times reports that Norms, LA's1957 icon of Googie coffee
shop architecture on La Cienega,may become a chicken place called RaisingCanes.The
building was designed by Arm ét and Davis, with project architect, the much-
overlooked Helen Fong. Becausethe Norms location has been a historic Los Angeles
monument since 2015, RaisingCanesmust present a plan to the Los Angeles Cultural
Heritage Commission on December 5 at 10am in Room 1010 at City Hall. Community
members can attend in person, participate via Zoom or phone, or submit written
comments to chc@lacity.org titled Item #4: NORM’SLA CIENEGACOFFEESHOP,HCM
#1090 and addressedto the Cultural Heritage Commissioners.
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In related news,Design Onscreenis producing a film on Googie architecture, directed
by Jake Gorst. Googie architecture burst on the midcentury scenein the exuberant
everyday buildings where modern people lived their car culture lives.Critics dismissed
it, but today Googie shows how modern architecture once belonged to all of us. Googie
will be a feature length documentary for releasein 2026.

Endangered Alert: Philip Johnson's 1946 Booth House at 319 Pound Ridge Road in
Bedford NY is rapidly becoming a tear-down target. In 1955 it became home to
architect and architectural photographer Robert Damora and his wife, architect Sirkka
Damora, who lived there for over 50 years.On the market again for $1.5M (down from
$1.9M but still overpriced), it's in bad shape,has water damage, and needs a hero to
step in and do a rescue.

Demolition Alert from Costar News: The landmark 1976 RenaissanceCenter (RenCen)
office complex in Detroit designed by John Portman , headquarters of GM, is part of a
new proposal floated this week. GM and local developer Bedrock unveiled a $1.6 billion
project to remake the seven-tower complex, including demolition of the two smaller
towers and the conversion of the five taller towers to hospitality and housing.









M News-Domes- Weese- Beadle- Fowl PlayatNorms- A Johnsonin Trouble- SantaColada

Yearfor maximizing water views in an East Hampton lot 10 times as deep as it was
wide.

A 1957 house designed by local Modernist Jack Schutts in tiny Westover Hills TX,near
Fort Worth, is on the market for $7.5M .

Peanutscreator Charles Schulz's 1960 house in Sebastopol CA is for sale for just
under $3.3M . His wife at the time, June Halvorson , an architecture enthusiast, did the
design.

The University of Chicago has opened a "vertical campus" building in Paris,France,
designed by Chicago architecture firm Studio Gang, using 900 limestone cylinders
quarried in France.

Tadao Ando has designed the Naoshima New Museum of Art , to open in 2025, the
latest step in his longtime association with the BenesseArt Site in western Japan.
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USModernist Art Donation Program: Do you have a basement/attic/storage unit full
of contemporary or abstract art that you or a family member created?Can't bear the
thought of throwing them away, and your family doesn't want them? Through tax-
deductible donations, USModernist puts your wonderul art into ideally suited for
Modernist houses. Your donation supports USModernist's documentation and
preservation programs. Contact: Sharon Glazener, Art Director, 919.787.3515or
George Smart , george@usmodernist.org .

Rackedwith guilt about throwing your old wonderful architecture magazines
away? USModernist's magazine archiving project gives architecture and design
magazinesnew, text-searchable,online life. Here are the magazines we need. We pay
shipping. Contact us.

Becomea USModernist Mod Squad member for as little as $10/month! Or catch our
BlackFriday special,article above.

Join our national community of architecture fans supporting and preserving the
Modernist architecture you love. Information.
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This Giving Tuesday, support a nonprofit that consistently delivers a national impact.
Our success is only possible through generous supporters like you. Consider making a
tax-deductible year-end gift to support USModernist's award-winning documentation,
preservation, and promotion programs. Convenient options to fit any situation: a gift
through check, credit card, cryptocurrency (any type), bequest, donor advised fund, IRA
rollover, beneficiary designation, stock transfer, charitable remainder trust, or charitable
lead trust. Details.

Upcoming Events

Want to bring 50-100 design-oriented people to your client site or studio? Host a
Thirst4Architecture design networking event! We have openings for March and
June. Contact Devra Dubroff,  devra@usmodernist.org .

This Saturday,December 7, Raleigh NC:Visit architect Jolie Frazier Mollison's newest
Modernist house. Details and tickets.

NEW:Saturday,December 28, 11-1pm: The USModernist Contemporary Art Salewith a
special appearanceby SantaClaus.Location: 5409 Pelham Road,Durham. Free,
registration required.  Enter SANTACOLADAon the form. Ho ho ho!

Through December 31: Circle SquareTriangle:A World I Wanted to Live In, a Myron
Goldfinger exhibition at the Mitchell Algus Gallery,132 DelanceyStreet 2nd Floor
(entrance on Norfolk), on the celebrated architect's unbuilt work and visionary
community plans. Free.Details.
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Archiectural Colege.

Through March 22, Circle SquareTriangle:HousesI Never LivedIn, a Myron Goldfinger
exhibition curated by his partner and wife June Goldfinger , left, at the Paul Rudolph
Institute in New York City. Article in Architectural Record. Free.Details.

Through March 28: 100 Women Architects:TheExhibition, RocaLondon Gallery,Station
Court, Townmead Road,London.

Modapalooza NC:The next 8-house tour of new Modernist houses is Saturday,April 26.
Ticketsavailable in January.

Through March 16 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Materialized Space:
The Architecture of Paul Rudolph. From Rudolph's Sarasota houses to his
controversial Brutalist buildings to his unpublished drawings, models, and furniture, this
is the first architecture exhibit at the Met in 52 years. Tickets and details . Fast
Company review. Reviewin The Guardian .

New Books
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Available December 10: BeyondArchitecture:The New New York is a volume of new
essayscommissioned by the NYCLandmarks60Alliance to commemorate the sixtieth
anniversaryof the 1965 New York City LandmarksLaw.This law established the
LandmarksPreservationCommission (LPC)and initiated the era of historic preservation
in New York City. Today the LandmarksPreservationCommission overseesmore than
38,000buildings and sites throughout New York City, and has designated 158 historic
districts and extensions,1,464 individual landmarks, 123 interior landmarks, and 12
scenic landmarks. Writers include: Barbaralee Diamonstein- Spielvogel , Editor;
Vishaan Chakrabarti; Justin Davidson;  Andrew Dolkart; Thomas Dyja; Paul
Goldberger; Adam Gopnik; Michael Kimmelman; Guy Nordenson; Nat
Oppenheimer; A. O. Scott; Lisa Switkin; Rosemary Vietor. Order .

New Podcast

#381/Architecture Australia + UK + China: Glenn Murcutt + Rowan Moore +
Nancy Steinhardt

From Australia, we talk with with architect and 2002 Pritkzer Prizewinner Glenn
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Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina housesgo
vacant or on the market.

Checkout theNCModernist For Sale/Rent Database. Realtorsand owners can list their
NC Modernist houses for saleor rent there for free! Submissionsare subject to
approval: single family Modernist housesonly, they can be old or new, the architect or
designer can be from anywhere,but the house must be in North Carolina.Exclusively
sponsored by:

Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and promoting
Modernist residential architecture.
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