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Monday, August 5, 2024

Welcome Modernist architecture fans to the USModernist newsletter, sharing the best
of Modernist MCM and M21M news since 2008!

       

View as Webpage

USModernist
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Architecture
Magazine Library

Architect and
House Archives

News Editor: Ron Gallagher Newsletter Staff: Virginia Faust, George Smart

Meet the USModernist Team

Got Modernist News?Send a quick note to Ron Gallagher at
rpg.modernist@gmail.com .
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USModernist is a nonprofit 501C3educational archive for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of Modernist architecture.

Sponsorship/Underwriting: Connect your service, product, or company to
USModernist's 69,000weekly subscribers. Reachout to George Smart , 919.740.8407.
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Join our community and support the architecture you love! USModernist Mod
Squad membership provides important financial support for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist architecture. Become a member!

Featured Events

The Fu Tung Cheng Tour
Los Altos, Portola Valley,Tiburon

FiveExtraordinary Modernist Houses
on a SpecialBenefit Weekend for USModernist

For over 30 years,CHENGDesign, led by acclaimed designer Fu Tung Cheng, has been
at the forefront of crafting exquisite, award-winning custom homes in California with
sustainable,emotional, and timeless design – and a unique focus on crafted
concrete. You'll visit five immaculate Modernist houses,never before open to public
touring, built with a keen understanding of concrete's inherent beauty and structural
integrity.   Details and tickets!
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Party Like It ’s 1962!
USModernist Goes to Modernism Week 2025

February 18-24

For a decade,USModernist has curated unforgettable experiencesfor architecture fans
in Palm Springs,a California town with the highest concentration of mid- century
Modern architecture in the US.Thousandsof buildings stand as testaments to a bygone
era that we just can't get enough of now. Modernism Week is the pinnacle Palm
Springs event, a vibrant celebration of this design movement encompassing houses,art,
furnishings, fashion, food, and the very essenceof the lifestyle. It's the ultimate
pilgrimage for Modernism fans!  And every person gets a free year's membership in the
USModernist Mod Squad,a $120 value! $500 early bird rebate per couple!  Details
and tickets.

Modernist News

Correction from last week: The I. M. Pei-designed SyracuseNY museum for which
Milli øns designed a new interior is the Everson Museum of Art, not Emerson.
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Endangered: The University of Texas at San Antonio has announced plans to destroy
the Institute of Texan Cultures Building, one of the largest permanent structures
erected for the 1968 Hemisfair World's Fair. It has housed the State's museum of
diverse Texan cultures for over 50 years and is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.
Preservationistsare working to designate the building as a Texaslandmark, and
becausethe University opposes this, supporters have to rally the TexasHistorical
Commission by sending email Charles.Sadnick@thc.texas.gov . You can also sign the
petition to save it here .

Production has begun on the documentary FlorenceKnoll: Nothing Left to Chance,
exploring the leader who built Knoll International (now MillerKnoll) into the preeminent
modernist design firm – then abruptly and inexplicably exited from the industry she
helped define. Knoll was one of the few women in the pantheon of design greats, the
equal of mid- century giants like Saarinen, Mies , and Gropius . Yet in 1965 at age 48,
having built Knoll Associatesfrom a small furniture company into an international
design empire, Knoll disappeared from public life, leaving behind a great mystery. The
film is executive produced by Design Onscreen, directed by Lisanne Skyler , and
produced by Judith Black.
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How would you like to support USModernist's mission without ever leaving your
wonderful Modernist house?Gather a group of 10-20 people and host an intimate
evening cocktail party or dinner!

Starting in December and throughout 2025, USModernist's founder and Executive
Director George Smart goes on the road to attend hosted events in Modernist houses
around America.Sharing the exciting story of Modernism and how communities
everywhere can preserve their cherished houses,George will inform and entertain your
friends, family, and special guests with colorful stories of Modernism past and present.
Reachout to SpecialEventsManager Devra Dubroff for more information and
scheduling.

New feature!  Between weekly newsletters,get breaking news (like preservation alerts
or special events). On your mobile device, text JOINand your email address to 707-615-
3822.  Example: JOINgsmart@nc.rr.com . Leaveanytime by sending STOP.
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Rudolph Schindler designed the
1942 Rodriguez House in Glendale
CA,now for sale for $3.1M.

Beverley David Thorne's 1972 Wally
RunswickHouse – more widely
known as the Music House in
Kensington CA – is for sale for
$1.6M . The house is on what had
been considered a difficult site above
Cerrito Creek.Thorne would have
turned 100 this year.

Summer deaccessioning - or just cleaning out? What’s better than opening up lots of
linear feet of coveted storage space– without the pain and guilt of throwing those
wonderful old architecture magazinesaway?  USModernist's archiving project solves
that dilemma and gives architecture and design magazinesnew, text-searchable,online
life – with free open access.Here are the magazines we need. We pay shipping - and
you give the world free, searchable,downloadable content for the first time. Contact
us.
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Charles Fleming , a St. Louis architect, advocate for fair housing and one-time city
housing commissioner, died last month at age 86. He was the first Blackgraduate of
Washington University's architecture program. He worked for HOK,then co-founded
Jenkins-Fleming and the Fleming Corporation.
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A look at John Lautner's landscape-
sensitive Turner Residencein Aspen
CO.

The Royal Institute of British
Architects releaseda six-project short
list of contenders for the
organization's 2024 Stirling Prize.
One is infrastructure for the new
ElizabethLine of the London
underground.

USModernist accepts tax-deductible donations of Modernist furniture, design
magazines,contemporary art, and architecture coffee-table-style books. If accepted, we
pick up or pay the shipping! Contact us.
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Nothing if not audacious,Saudi
Arabia released designs for 15
stadiums to be built or remodeled
for the 2034 World Cup, for which it
is the only bidder.

Pei Architects, formed by I.M. Pei's
sons,deigned a concrete- clad
tower in Toronto that rises56
stories, taking a turn above its six-
story podium.

• The Village of Southampton Architectural Review Board (ARB) continues to pursue
landmarking of five Modernist houses, three by Norman Jaffe , and one each by Myron
Goldfinger and Ward Bennett. The next meeting is next Monday, August 12, 6pm ET.
This often-dramatic discussion between the Board and the homeowner attorneys tends
to be at the end of the meeting, between 8pm and 930pm. Watch it over Zoom.

• Downtown Detroit is catching up on Modernist office and residential buildings
after missing out on the postwar boom that other cities saw.

• A dedicated environmentalist who owns FLW'sBalchHouse in Oak Park IL has taken
on the high- dollar task of making the 1911 structure energy- efficient as well as
warm in the winter.

• Dezeeneditors assembledwhat they consider to be the 15 most important
structures designed for Olympic Games in the past century , including severalby
Pritzker Prize-winning architects.

• Architect Dominique Perrault talks about the Olympic Village his firm led the design
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for in Parisgames, including how it can fit with and reconnect neighboring, low-
income districts with the city.

Modernist fans know that MCM refers to midcentury modern, that period of time in the
middle of the 20th century. Now there's a term for the middle of the 21st century -
M21M defines Modernist housesstarting now and going through about 2070.

Upcoming Events

Want to bring dozens of design-oriented people to your business,client site, or studio
in North Carolina? Host a Thirst4Architecture design networking party!

We have openings for September and November. Contact Devra
Dubroff,  devra@usmodernist.org .

August 10-11, 10-4pm. Hamptons Modernist House Tour, sponsored by Hamptons
Cottages and Gardensand by Hamptons 20th Century Modern . Seehousesby Peter
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Blake, Barbaraand Julian Neski , Richard Meier , and Andrew Geller . USModernist
Radio's George Smart will interview Lauren Rottet at a VIPevent at her George
Nelson house (above) on August 10. Details and tickets .

August 10, 12n. Flickr’s Rhode Island International Film Festivalin Providence RI,
including the new documentary New EnglandModernismby Jake Gorst . Details and
tickets.

August 18: Mid Mod Iowa, Des Moines IA. Tour of the 3660 Grand Avenue condo built
in 1956, designed by Brooks Borg Architects and Engineers.Details and tickets .

August 21: Open House New York SunsetBoat Tour, Manhattan NY.6:20-8:30pm |Pier
83 | Explorehow NYCis rethinking transportation, construction, workforce training, and
our waterfront spacesto achieve its climate goals. Join a sunset boat tour exploring
NYC’s Green Economy Action Plan aimed at achieving carbon neutrality by 2050,
featuring the New York Climate Exchangeon Governors Island, industrial building
decarbonization at Brooklyn Navy Yard,and the Climate Innovation Hub at Brooklyn
Army Terminal.Tickets .

August 22, 5-7pm: Thirst4Architecture Tiki Party! At the Ark Royal,Raleigh NC's
premiere tiki lounge, where there's a tropical getaway in every glass.Sponsored by
Anna Hartwell of Hartwell FinancialGroup and Jeni Snider of NCSniderLaw.Limited
to 60 people. Free,registration required . Enter TIKIon the form.

September 2: Public Visit Day at the John Lautner-designed Pearlman Cabin in
Idyllwild CA.11am. $50/person. Contact owner Nancy Pearlman through email at
Nancysuepearlman@aol.comto reservea spot.
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October 5: The La Jolla Modernism Home Tour, La Jolla CA. USModernist is sponsor of
this exceptional weekend exploring Modernist houses in La Jolla plus a cocktail party in
an incredible house, soon to be announced. Public tickets go on sale August 1.

October 17, 5-7pm: Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour! Ambiente Modern Furniture,
Raleigh NC. Ambiente started as a ScandinavianFurniture Store 30 yearsago. Now they
have modern furniture from all over the world; Italy, Germany,United States,Norway
and Denmark, more than 200 manufacturers. Free,registration required . Enter
AMBIENTEon the form.

October 18-20: Open House New York Weekend, all over the five boroughs.
Information and tickets.

October 20: 3pm: USModernist's George Smart speakson the history of Modernism at
the New CanaanHistory Museum, New CanaanCT.Details and tickets TBA.

October 24-27: Modernism Week PreviewWeekend, Palm Springs CA.Tickets go on
sale August 1.

Through October 27: Modern Masterpiece Uncovered: Galloway’s Furniture Showroom
designed by Victor Lundy . Sarasota Art Museum of Ringling College of Art and Design,
Sarasota FL.

November 14-16: WestEdgeDesign Fair,SantaMonica CA.Details .

November 14-17: Architecture SarasotaWeekend, SarasotaFL.Information . Details
and tickets.

At the National Building Museum in Washington DC: Frank Lloyd Wright's
SouthwesternPennsylvaniathrough March 17, and Capital Brutalism through February
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17.

New Architecture Books

Available now: American Modern: Architecture; Community; Columbus, Indiana, by
Matt Shaw, photos by Iwan Baan. The definitive book on one of the foremost
modernist cities and architecture destinations in the USA:Columbus, IN. The dozens of
buildings and projects by legendary architects – from mid- century titans such as Eero
Saarinen and I. M. Pei to contemporary practitioners Deborah Berke and
IwamotoScott – remain integral to its urban fabric. This book explores Columbus’s
optimistic program of bold new architecture and landscapes,initiated by the legendary
industrialist J. Irwin Miller and local leaders,and the generations-long quest to
develop the ideal American city through design excellence.Look for a USModernist
interview with Shawin the coming months.

Available September 10: I. M. Pei: Life is Architecture , edited by Shirley Surya and
Aric Chen. I. M. Pei who died in 2019 was one of the world's most influential architects.
Born and raised in China,his legacy includes the realization of some of the most high-
profile projects of the late twentieth and early twenty- first centuries, from the
modernization of the Louvre in Paristo the design of the Museum of Islamic Art in
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Doha. Bringing together previously unpublished archival materials, specially
commissioned essays,new photography, and personal contributions from those who
knew and worked with Pei, this book presents both celebrated and lesser-known
aspectsof the architect's life and career while solidifying his position in architectural
history and popular culture. Pre-order .

Available September 10: Glenn Murcutt: Unbuilt Works, by Nick Sissons. Never-
before-seen unbuilt works from Australia's most highly awarded and celebrated
architect, Glenn Murcutt . A thinker ahead of his time, Murcutt is one of the world’s
most celebrated architects, having won the Alvar Aalto Medal, the Pritzker Architecture
Prize,and the American Institute of Architects Gold Medal. Sissons,Murcutt ’s former
student and assistant,presents a selection of never-before-seen projects documenting
some of the esteemed architect’s most notable previously unseen designs in
remarkable detail, including original hand-drawn plans, sections,elevations, and
sketchesfrom his personal archive.Look for a USModernist interview with Murcutt in
the coming months.

Next USModernist Radio Podcast
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Durham Advocacy Update: Milton Small- designed
Home Security Life Building

From Preservation Durham: Last month, the City of Durham released an update and
review of the redevelopment proposals for the iconic Home Security Life Building in
downtown Durham, designed by Milton Small . NCModernist and Preservation Durham
are backing the Peebles Group proposal, incorporating their adaptive reuse of the
building as the best preservation option. Above is a rendering of their plan.
 
How can you help? City staff will be presenting a recommendation to City Council later
this summer/early fall for their ultimate deliberation and vote. Elected officials need to
hear from the community that historic preservation is important. Contact information for
Mayor Williams and all Council Members can be found here .

�x Historic preservation played an enormous role in the revitalization of Durham.
The use of historic tax credits to rehab buildings and vacant tobacco
warehouses is a large part of what makes Durham such an attractive place
today.

�x Refer to the new Comprehensive Plan , specifically Policies 29-32 that identify
preservation as a priority for future development.

�x Financial incentives exist for the renovation of the historic building through the
use of our Federal and State Historic Tax Credit Programs . According to
Peebles’ construction estimates for the adaptive reuse of the existing building,
this credit could be worth $5.7M.

�x Preservation is sustainable: the building has high-quality materials including
granite, marble, walnut, and Macassar ebony.
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�x Avoiding the $2M+ cost for demolition also avoids environmental impacts of
sending 2,500 tons of waste to the landfill to build new. 

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina housesgo
vacant or on the market.

Checkout theNCModernist For Sale/Rent Database. Realtorsand owners can list their
NC Modernist houses for saleor rent there for free! Submissionsare subject to
approval: single family Modernist housesonly, they can be old or new, the architect or
designer can be from anywhere,but the house must be in North Carolina.Exclusively
sponsored by:
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Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and promoting
Modernist residential architecture.

       

USModernist.org | 5409 Pelham Rd | Durham, NC 27713- 2533 US
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