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Monday, June 17, 2024

Welcome architects and Modernist architecture fans to the USModernist newsletter,
sharing the best of Modernist MCM and M21M news since 2008!
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News Editor: Ron Gallagher / Newsletter Staff: Virginia Faust, George Smart
Meet the USModernist Team

Got Modernist News?Send a quick note to Ron Gallagher at
rpg.modernist@gmail.com .
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USModernist is a nonprofit 501C3educational archive for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of Modernist architecture.

Sponsorship/Underwriting: Connect your service, product, or company to
USModernist's tens of thousands of weekly Modernist subscribers. Reachout to
George Smart , 919.740.8407.
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Join our community and support the architecture you love! USModernist Mod
Squad membership provides important financial support for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist architecture. Become a member!

Featured Events

Saturday, June 29, 10-12N. NCModernist Champagne Contemporary Art Sale,
Hillsborough NC. Sip some bubbly and join the staff and volunteers of NCModernist for
our first Contemporary Art Sale. It's only a 20 minute drive from Durham and 40 from
Raleigh. Featuring the work of artists John Hiigli, Jillian Goldberg, Abie Harris , and
Susan Lamantia .

Sign up here , get directions, and get a 10% discount on any purchases. We will also
have Craig Ellwood's Zimmerman House limited edition prints for sale, normally
$99, for $49. Attendance limited, only 10 places left!
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NEW Thursday, July 18: Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour , 5-7pm, at 1410 Duplin,
Raleigh NC.Enjoy food and refreshments in a brand new Nick Hammer- designed
house. Sponsored by Doro Taylor , daughter of Raleigh architect Ben Taylor . Free,
registration required .

NEW Saturday, September 14, 8-5pm
Featuring North Carolina'sFirst All-Women-Designed Modernist Architecture Tour

(we think it is also the first in the nation!)
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Enjoy a great day touring eight exciting new and renovated Modernist houses around
Raleigh,Durham,Hillsborough, and Chapel Hill -- without the hassle of driving,
parking, and finding your way around. 

At the houses,you'll meet these talented architects and designers, including: Arielle
Schechter , Erin Sterling Lewis, Katherine Hogan , Sharon Xu, Alicia Hylton-
Daniel , Rebecca Necessary, and JessieBraverman .

Modapalooza includes the delightful company of Modernist architecture fans plus
coffee and bagels / a USModernist tote bag with snacks / bottled water / a delicious
lunch / free wifi / in our luxury restroom-equipped, air-conditioned fleet of buses.
Proceedsbenefit NCModernist, a North Carolina 501C3nonprofit educational archive
for the documentation, preservation, and promotion of Modernist houses.Details and
tickets.

New USModernist Radio Episode
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The New Yorker looks at the hulk left behind when Kanye West bought a 2013 Tadao
Ando -designed beach house in Malibu CA,began taking it apart, and then put it up for
saleat $39M shown above. The MLS listing shows none of this damage.

Architect Rudy Baumfield's 1959 Bank of America branch in Palm Springs CA, an
unabashed homage a Le Corbusier chapel in Ronchamp,France,has reopened after a
renovation.
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On Chicago's South Side,construction topped out the 225-foot- tall Barack Obama
Presidential Library. The project is being led by architects Tod Williams and Billie
Tsien and will include an athletics center and a water garden.

In São Paulo,Brazil,Perkins & Will has designed a residential project to honor the the
city's architectural giant, Oscar Niemeyer . It's called OscarIbirapuera, combining his
name and a nearby park he designed.
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Fumihiko Maki , who was awarded the Pritzker Prize in 1993, died this month in
Tokyo at age 95. He studied in the USand worked in New York and Cambridge MA
before founding his own firm in Japanin 1965. His projects include: Steinberg Hall at
Washington University, Expo '70 in Osaka,Mildred LaneKemper Art Museum and
Walker Hall at Washington University, Annenberg Public Policy Center at the University
of Pennsylvania,MIT Media Lab Extension,51 Astor Placeand Tower 4 of the new
World Trade Center, the Aga Khan Museum in Toronto, and the Aga Khan Centre in
London. The editors of Dezeen collected what they believe are his eight most notable
projects.

Servicesfor architect and professor Wayne Taylor, who died in May, will be held June
29, 2pm, at the NC State University Club, 4200 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh NC.
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Have you discovered the USModernist Archives yet? Thesetalented people were
added in the last two months: Charles McAfee, Chloethiel Smith, Wally
Cunningham, Ed Dart, John Chase,Ed Niles, and Ralph Twitchell.



M News- KanyesAndoHulk - RonchampRe-opens- NiemeyerTribute- GoodbyeFumihiko
Maki + WayneTaylor

The 1959 Theodore Hobbs House in
New CanaanCTby Edward Durell
Stone , more widely known as the
CelaneseHouse, is on the market
again at $4.7M (sameas last year).

A 1957 William Krisel house in Palm
Springs is for sale for about $3.3M .
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Hilary Lewis has joined the USModernist National Advisory Board . With a decades-
long commitment to the built environment, urbanism, and visual experience,Lewishas
produced books, magazines,exhibitions and other media as well as a long record of
institutional and intellectual engagement. Shewas the Chief Curator and Creative
Director at The GlassHouse and is a trustee of the onePULSEFoundation. Her
undergraduate work was completed at Princeton, with graduate studies at MIT and
Harvard, where she taught. With architectPhilip Johnson , she wrote two books and is
one of the world's authorities on Johnson and his projects.

On June9, USModernist had its annual supporter brunch in New CanaanCT,this time
at a beautiful Hugh Smallen house, later renovated by John Black Lee and Alan
Goldberg . Forty-five Modernist fans gathered as the rain fell away and brought a cool
summer day. Many thanks to our hosts; our prime sponsor, Inger Stringfellow ; and our
spirit sponsor, Randy Carlson of Vermont Spirits.
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A 1952 house that Thomas Scott Dean designed in the Lakewood section of Dallas is
in the processof changing hands. There'scausefor concern, as preservationists have
been unable to protect other Modernist houses that have been sold and then
destroyed.

USModernist accepts tax-deductible donations of Modernist furniture, contemporary
art, and architecture coffee- table- style books. And we pick it up. What could be
easier? Contact us.
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Attention Hoarders Collectors! What’s better than opening up lots of linear feet of
coveted storage space– without the pain and guilt of throwing architecture magazines
away? 

USModernist's archiving project solves that dilemma and gives architecture and
design magazinesnew, text-searchable,online life – with free open access.Here are the
magazines we need. We pay shipping - and you help the world get free, searchable,
downloadable content for the first time. Contact us.

We're still looking to find the architect of this 1960's Modernist bank in Alma GA.
Despite some national press, there are not many clues.Here's what we know so far:
Bank president Valene Bennett attended the 1964 World's Fair in New York and was
inspired by its vision of the future. He came home and commissioned this amazing
Modernist bank, and possibly one other, in Georgia.Neither the Georgia Historic
PreservationDivision nor the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservationhas any info and
permit records from that era no longer exist in either the City nor the County. Hat tip to
James Horton.
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Anyone have more information on this Scooby-Doo Modernist mystery?Surely there
are people still around who were involved in the construction?

• The next meeting of the Village of Southampton Architectural Review Board (ARB) as
they pursue forcing the landmarking of five Modernist houses, three by Norman Jaffe ,
and one each by Myron Goldfinger and Ward Bennett, is Monday, August 12. Watch
over Zoom.

• The Bjarke Ingels Group's work is Modernist but its new LA office is in a renovated
1928 Spanish revival building by Paul Williams .

• Olson Kundig has opened a Chicago office . It joins the firm's original Seattle office
and its New York City office.

• The latest issueof Apollo magazine features architects in films from The
Fountainhead to IndecentProposal.

• The Preserving the Recent Past Conference staff requests proposals for March 19-22
in Boston. Submit abstracts of no more than 250 words for individual presentations or
complete multi-speaker sessions up to 25 minutes until September 15.

• The architecture critic of The Guardian skewers Saudi Arabia'sdecision to shrink
The Line project from 105 miles to 1.5 miles . The official word from the Saudis about
the plan is, at best, unclear.

Modernist fans know that MCM refers to midcentury modern, that period of time in the
middle of the 20th century. Now there's a term for the middle of the 21st century -
M21M defines Modernist housesstarting now and going through about 2070.
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which is which! Details coming soon.
 
September 28: Atlanta Design Festival,Atlanta GA.For details, email
info@atlantadesignfestival.net .

September 30: Materialized Space: A Paul Rudolph Exhibition, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York. Through March 16. A reassessment of the career of
architect Paul Rudolph, from his modernist Sarasota houses to his controversial
Brutalist buildings and later international projects, featuring unpublished drawings,
models, and furniture. Based on the new book by Abraham Thomas. Details coming
soon.

NEW: October 17, 5-7pm: Thirst4Architecture Happy Hour! Ambiente Modern
Furniture, Raleigh NC. Ambiente started as a ScandinavianFurniture Store 30 yearsago.
Now they have modern furniture from all over the world; Italy, Germany,United States,
Norway and Denmark, more than 200 manufacturers. Free,registration required .

NEW: October 19: NCModernist Annual Fall Party:you won't believe where we're
having it, but here's a clue: it was in the news this last year.Dressto the 9's and enjoy
entertainment from Peter Lamb and the Wolves . Details coming soon.

October 5: The La Jolla Modernism Tour. USModernist is a sponsor! Join USModernist's
George Smart and Michela O'Connor- Abrams as we explore stunning Modernist
houses in La Jolla and sponsor a cocktail party in an incredible house, soon to be
announced. Ticket information coming soon!

October 17, 5-7pm. Thirst4Architecture . Ambiente Modern Furniture, 210 Hampton
Woods Lane,Raleigh NC.Ambiente started as a Scandinavianfurniture store 30 years
ago. Now they have modern furniture from Italy, Germany,United States,Norway, and
Denmark, more than 200 manufacturers. Free,registration required .
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Attention concrete fans:The National Building Museum has a new exhibition running
through February17. Capital Brutalism explores the history, current state, and future of
sevenpolarizing buildings and the WMATA Metro system in Washington DC.The
exhibition usesarchival documents, drawings, construction photographs, architectural
models, and contemporary photographs to provide context and shed light on the
buildings’ stories.
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Anyone can vote in the 2024 George Matsumoto Prize, hosted by NCModernist and
sponsored by Fitch Lumber / MARVIN. The George Matsumoto Prize is North
Carolina's highest honor exclusively for Modernist residential architecture. This year, 16
spectacular houses from Asheville to Wilmington. Jury awards, plus awards from public
voting, will be given for first, second, and third. NCModernist created the Matsumoto
Prize in 2012 honor of George Matsumoto , one of the founding faculty members of
North Carolina State University's College of Design.
 

Vote here !
 
The awards ceremony is Wednesday, July 24, 6-8pm at Leland Little Auctions , 620
Cornerstone Court, Hillsborough NC. Free, registration required. The 2024 George
Matsumoto Prize Awards are sponsored by:
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Preservationeasementsare like a homeowner's association for just one house and are
the only legally enforceable way in most jurisdictions to keep a Modernist house from
being destroyed in the future. National Register status?Famousarchitect? Local historic
designation or tax credits? At best, these things may delay demolition six months to a
year but they won't stop it. Here's the Zoom video presentation featuring Preservation
North Carolina and NCModernist, along with Jane Levy, Greensboro Modernist
homeowner.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina housesgo
vacant or on the market.

Checkout theNCModernist For Sale/Rent Database. Realtorsand owners can list their
NC Modernist houses for saleor rent there for free! Submissionsare subject to
approval: single family Modernist housesonly, they can be old or new, the architect or
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designer can be from anywhere,but the house must be in North Carolina.Exclusively
sponsored by:

Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and promoting
Modernist residential architecture.
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