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Monday, June 3, 2024

Welcome architects and Modernist architecture fans to the USModernist newsletter,
sharing the best of Modernist MCM and M21M news since 2008!

       

View as Webpage

USModernist
Radio Podcast

Architecture
Magazine Library

Architect and
House Archives

News Editor: Ron Gallagher / Newsletter Staff: Virginia Faust, George Smart
Meet the USModernist Team

Got Modernist News?Send a quick note to Ron Gallagher at
rpg.modernist@gmail.com .
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USModernist is a nonprofit 501C3educational archive for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of Modernist architecture.

Sponsorship/Underwriting: Connect your service, product, or company to
USModernist's tens of thousands of weekly Modernist subscribers. Reachout to
George Smart , 919.740.8407.
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Join our community and support the architecture you love! USModernist Mod
Squad membership provides important financial support for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist architecture. Become a member!

Featured Events

VOTE in the 2024 George Matsumoto Prize, hosted by NCModernist and sponsored by
Fitch Lumber / MARVIN. The George Matsumoto Prize is North Carolina's highest
honor exclusively for Modernist residential architecture. This year, 16 spectacular
houses from Asheville to Wilmington. Jury awards, plus awards from public voting, will
be given for first, second, and third. Anyone, anywhere, can vote.
 
NCModernist created the Matsumoto Prize in 2012 honor of George Matsumoto , one
of the founding faculty members of North Carolina State University's College of Design.
The Prize meaningfully and powerfully engages the public with the architecture they
love and showcases exceptional Modernist architects and designers in North Carolina.
See past years here .
 

Vote here !
 
The awards ceremony is Wednesday, July 24, 6-8pm at Leland Little Auctions , 620
Cornerstone Court, Hillsborough NC. Free, registration required. The 2024 George
Matsumoto Prize Awards are sponsored by:



M News-MatsumotoPrizeVoting - BottomsUp Ohio - HamptonsLandmarking- Zimmerman
Update

June 21-23: Bottoms Up Midcentury Barware Show , Lancaster OH, featuring
entertaining talks, informative panel discussions, and putting all that barware to good
use! Special show guest: SHAG, aka Josh Agle , with a pop-up store featuring limited-
edition prints and glassware; an MCM cocktail party ; and USModernist's George
Smart's keynote talk, The Accidental Archivist. Details.  
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New USModernist Radio Episode

#355/Capturing the Modernist Vibe:  Danny Heller + Shag + Musical Guest Stacey
Kent

Let’s talk Modernist art, maybe something you could buy from today’s guests. The
height of Modernist architecture was around 1962 but those butterfly roofs, dressing up
for martini parties, sculpted tailfins, and even tiki décor have never been more
popular. Artists Danny Heller and Josh Agle , aka SHAG,each brilliantly capture that
midcentury vibe that keeps us all inspired. Later on, returning musical guest the great
Stacey Kent with music from her new album.

USModernist Radio is underwritten by June Goldfinger and Jeff Taylor , sponsors of
Circle Square Triangle:  A Traveling Exhibition on the Architecture of Myron
Goldfinger , and by Diane Bald and The Budman Family,restoring significant
architecture in Toronto, Los Angeles,Malibu and Palm Springs. 
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Are you still mourning Craig Ellwood's Zimmerman House in Los Angeles,sold off-
market and torn down earlier this year? USModernist remembers the Zimmerman
House with a beautiful new limited- edition commemorative print designed by Adrian
Volz, author of Archiprint . This lovely tribute, printed on heavy duty paper suitable for
framing, celebrates Ellwood's creativity and passion and optimism that Modernist fans
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around the world love. All proceeds support USModernist's documentation and
preservation projects.

Only $49! Plus,there's an option to add a year's membership in the USModernist Mod
Squad ($120 value) for just $80! Details .

Will the Craig Ellwood Zimmerman House rise again on a different coast?Philadelphia
attorney Evan Dyer wants to rebuild Zimmerman as a vacation home "as close as
possible" in design to the house destroyed in Los Angeles.Dyer has bought a lot,
location under wraps,and DWELLreports that architect Charlotte Ensign and project
designer Steven Andrew Kocher of Group B Studio are on board. Ellwood's daughter
Erin Ellwood is a consultant.
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The drama continues with the Village of Southampton Architectural Review Board
(ARB) as they pursue forcing the landmarking of five Modernist houses, three by
Norman Jaffe , and one each by Myron Goldfinger and Ward Bennett .
 
Background: Landmarking puts approval of any changes to a house under ARB
control. One of these Jaffe houses is owned by Orest Bliss , who commissioned it
some 40+ years ago. The ARB at that time thought Modernist design was ugly and
forced Bliss to make expensive modifications to hide it. Fast forward 40+ years plus
extensive non-Jaffe renovations, Bliss wants to tear it down. The ARB, now into
preserving Modernist houses, denied the demolition permit. Bliss sued and won, and
the ARB appealed and lost, but the case is still on another appeal.

The latest from 27East : In deciding in favor of Blissin 2023, Judge Modelewski wrote
that the ARB’s decision had been “arbitrary, wholly without regard to the facts, and
made in derogation of the law.” The ARB then tried an end-run by including the Bliss
House in a larger 2024 landmarking effort with four other houses. Bliss attorney John
Bennett took the ARB back to court last week for pursuing this maneuver while that
case is still on appeal. The ARB backed down, agreeing to stop the process of
landmarking the Bliss House - and if they lose at the appellate division they cannot try
to stop the demolition again.

Bennett also represents one of the remaining four houses, with attorneys Anthony
Pasca, Michael Walsh, and Brian Doyle representing the remaining three. Those
lively discussions continue at next ARB hearing, Monday, June 10, at 6pm ET. Watch
over Zoom.
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A house designed in 1960 by
Sarasotaarchitect Ralph Twitchell
has popped up on the market for
$2.9M. Seeour new Twitchell
archive .

Lloyd Ruocco designed the 1963
Wexler House in La Mesa CA,
northeast of SanDiego, now for
saleat $2M.

One thing even devout Classicistsand Modernists agree on is that New York's Penn
Station should have never been destroyed. Lastweek, USModernist presented a Zoom
talk with legendary architecture photographer Norman McGrath, who was there during
the demolition, taking photos, in the early 1960's. Enjoy!
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Attention concrete fans:The National Building Museum has a new exhibition running
through February17. Capital Brutalism explores the history, current state, and future of
sevenpolarizing buildings and the WMATA Metro system in Washington DC.The
exhibition usesarchival documents, drawings, construction photographs, architectural
models, and contemporary photographs to provide context and shed light on the
buildings’ stories.

Selectedbuildings are reimagined by leading architecture firms, including Studio Gang,
Brooks + Scarpa,Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Gensler,and BLDUS,along with students from
the School of Architecture at UNLV.

Want to hang with billionaires? The firm founded by the late Zaha Hadid has releaseda
design for a yacht club in a Bahamasdevelopment catering to super yachts.
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On the DOCOMOMO- US list of the 11 most- endangered buildings : The patented
and never repeated design of the Mitchell ParkDomes in Milwaukee WI.

Know of an endangered Modernist house in your neighborhood, city, or state?Through
our preservation alert program, Modernism In Danger, USModernist calls attention to
the Modernist housesaround the country that are at risk for deterioration, demolition,
or inappropriate renovation (like turning your Modernist house into an Italianate villa).
��Tell us about Modernist houses in trouble.
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Attention Hoarders Collectors! What’s better than opening up lots of linear feet of
coveted storage space– without the pain and guilt of throwing architecture magazines
away? 

USModernist's archiving project solves that dilemma and gives architecture and
design magazinesnew, text-searchable,online life – with free open access.Here are the
magazines we need. We pay shipping - and you help the world get free, searchable,
downloadable content for the first time. Contact us.

We're still looking to find the architect of this 1960's Modernist bank in Alma GA.
Despite some national press, there are not many clues.Hey kids, who wants to take on
this Scooby-Doo Modernist mystery?
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There are two Modernist Dallas properties up for sale – one a 2023 round house in
and the other a unit in a 1957 Modernist high- rise by Jerome Frank and Edward
Dicker on the National Registerof Historic Places.

• A quick look by Miami New Timesat five architectural styles in Florida's best-
known city , including Brutalist, Miami Modernist and Tropical Modernist.

• Here's what you'd see now on New York City's Ellis Island if a $93M Frank Lloyd
Wright project was chosen rather than the immigration museum we know today.

• There are severalreasons,according to Vogue, why Mid- Century Modernist interior
design "feels just as relatable and appealing today — and has never really gone
out of favor." Casein point from Homes& Gardens,Jennifer Aniston's living room .

• In praise of beach Modernism up and down the USEastCoast,ArtDaily traces its
spread from Long Island after the turn of the century.

• This fall's fourth iteration of the EnvisionResilienceChallenge designing for climate
change along the New England coast will focus on Maine areaswith rapidly rising sea
levels.

• If you want insight into Googie architecture, the RobbReporthas an article for you .
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Modernist fans know that MCM refers to midcentury modern, that period of time in the
middle of the 20th century. Now there's a term for the middle of the 21st century -
M21M defines Modernist housesstarting now and going through about 2070.

Upcoming Events

Visual World is a seriesof talks hosted by former Chicago Public Radio arts journalist,
Victoria Lautman , exploring architecture, design, fashion, art, landscape,and more.
Held at the historic Neutra Office Building, 2379 Glendale Boulevard,Los Angeles.Also
available via Zoom. ��Light refreshments will be served.Ticketsare $5, in-person or via
Zoom. Details .

  
�x Saturday,June22nd at 11am PT. “Iconic Designer Tony Duquette and

Reconstructing Dawnridge,” with Hutton Wilkinson.

�x Saturday,July 27th at 11am PT. “The JapaneseInfluence on Postwar LA
Architecture,” with Takashi Yanai and Sian Winship.

June27: California PreservationFoundation presents:Down The Rabbit Hole -
USModernist's George Smart sharestips and techniques for researching Modernist
housesusing USModernist's open digital archive and 4.3 million pages of architecture
and design magazines.This program will be immediately followed by CPF'sannual
membership meeting. Free,on Zoom, CPFmembers only. Register.
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July 9-14: West CoastModernism Week sponsored by The West Vancouver Art Museum
in Canada.Information .

July 14: QueensMuseum, Claire Shulman Theatre,Corona NY.Celebrating the 60th
Anniversaryof the 1964 World's Fairwith a screening of Modern Ruin, directed by
Matthew Silva, the story of Philip Johnson's New York State Pavilion and its demise
over the past 50 years.The screening will be followed by a panel discussion including
news of the site's rebirth, with Silva and Bill Cotter , author of The1964-1965 New York

World's Fair, moderated by Katha Cato, ExecutiveDirector of the QueensWorld Film
Festival.Details and tickets.

July 24: Thirst4Architecture , 5-7pm, at Leland Little Auctions , Hillsborough NC.
Includes the 2024 George Matsumoto PrizeAwards,sponsored by Fitch Lumber and
MARVIN.Enjoy wine and appetizers as you peruse Leland Little's extensivearray of
Modernist art and furniture which goes on auction the next day. Free,registration
required .

July 28:  Modernist Masterpiece Uncovered: The Pioneering Work of Victor Lundy,
exhibition at Sarasota Art Museum, Sarasota FL through October 27. Details .

July 28-August 6: RealMatter lecture seriesin Raleigh NC,sponsored by in situ studio
and MYRIAD.Free.Details .

September 28-October 6: Atlanta Design Festival,Atlanta GA.For details, email
info@atlantadesignfestival.net .

Saturday,October 5: The La Jolla Modernism Tour. USModernist is a sponsor! Join
USModernist's George Smart and Michela O'Connor- Abrams as we explore stunning
Modernist houses in La Jolla and sponsor a cocktail party in an incredible house. Ticket
information coming soon!

October 17, 5-7pm. Thirst4Architecture . Ambiente Modern Furniture, 210 Hampton
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Woods Lane,Raleigh NC.Ambiente started as a Scandinavianfurniture store 30 years
ago. Now they have modern furniture from Italy, Germany,United States,Norway, and
Denmark, more than 200 manufacturers. Free,registration required .

PBSNorth Carolina produced a 12-minute mini- documentary on NC Modernist
architecture to air on My Home NC on Thursday, June 20 at 8:30pm .

Preservationeasementsare like a homeowner's association for just one house and are
the only legally enforceable way in most jurisdictions to keep a Modernist house from
being destroyed in the future. National Register status?Famousarchitect? Local historic
designation or tax credits? At best, these things may delay demolition six months to a
year but they won't stop it. Here's the Zoom video presentation featuring Preservation
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North Carolina and NCModernist, along with Jane Levy, Greensboro Modernist
homeowner.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina housesgo
vacant or on the market.

Checkout theNCModernist For Sale/Rent Database. Realtorsand owners can list their
NC Modernist houses for saleor rent there for free! Submissionsare subject to
approval: single family Modernist housesonly, they can be old or new, the architect or
designer can be from anywhere,but the house must be in North Carolina.Exclusively
sponsored by:
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Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and promoting
Modernist residential architecture.
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