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Monday, March 25, 2024

Welcome architects and Modernist architecture fans to the USModernist newsletter,
sharing the best of Modernist MCM and M21M news since 2008!
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News Editor: Ron Gallagher / Newsletter Staff: Virginia Faust, George Smart
Meet the USModernist Team

Got Modernist News?Send a quick note to Ron Gallagher at
rpg.modernist@gmail.com .
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USModernist is a nonprofit 501C3educational archive for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of Modernist architecture.

Sponsorship/Underwriting: Connect your service, product, or company to
USModernist's tens of thousands of weekly Modernist subscribers. Reachout to
George Smart , 919.740.8407.

Featured Events
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Saturday, March 30, 10am- 3pm , Chapel Hill NC.A 2024 Modernist house designed
by Phil Szostak. Proceedsbenefit the documentation, preservation, and promotion
work of NCModernist, a 501(c)(3)nonprofit educational archive for Modernist houses.
Timed-entry advance tickets are $9.95 per person. Only 6 afternoon tickets left! Details
and tickets. Advanceticket salesclosetoday at 5pm ET.

NEW: Saturday, April 20, 10am-3pm: The innovative 2004 Moriarty House in Clayton
was one of only two built by Steel Dynamics of Raleigh and one of the few designed by
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artist Robert Irwin , who died in 2023 at 95. Tour proceeds benefit the documentation,
preservation, and promotion work of NCModernist, a 501C3nonprofit educational
archive for Modernist houses.Details and tickets .

Modernist News

Modernist fans know that MCM refers to midcentury modern, that period of time in the
middle of the 20th century.

Now there's a term for the middle of the 21st century - M21M defines Modernist
housesstarting now and going through about 2070.

Earlier this month the Village of Southampton Architecture ReviewBoard (ARB)met to
consider landmarking five houses,three by designed by Norman Jaffe , and one each
by Myron Goldfinger and Ward Bennett . One of these Jaffehouses (above) is owned
by Orest Bliss, who commissioned it some 40+ yearsago. The ARBat that time thought
Modernist design was ugly and forced Blissto set the house back from the road with
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Preserve Phoenix and Modern Phoenix are lead advocates for preserving the house.
Lastweek, severalmembers of the public spoke to the HPBopposing demolition, video
above. Watch news coverage on Fox 10 Phoenix and on AZ Family Channel 3
Phoenix .

You can help! Email the HPBat historic@phoenix.gov with the subject Oppose White
GatesDestruction and ask that the permit be denied. Request that the City Historic
Preservationoffice work with the owner and neighbors on ways to preserve the house.
Be sure to include any knowledge or expertise you have in architecture, construction, or
preservation.

The Palm Springs Art Museum hosted the grand opening of the Aluminaire House this
past Saturday.This historic structure holds the distinction of being the first all-metal
house built in the United States.Designed by Albert Frey and A. Lawrence Kocher , the
Aluminaire House originally appeared at the Architectural Leagueof New York's annual
exposition in 1931. After spending decadesin upstate New York, the house faced
demolition but thanks to incredible dedication and fundraising by Modernism Week's
Mark Davis, historian Tracy Conrad , and many Museum donors, the house will live on
for generations to come.
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Need more room in your home, attic, basement, office, or oh-so-expensivestorage
unit? We accept donations of Modernist furniture, contemporary art, and
architecture coffee- table- style books. What could be easier?We pick things up and
you get a tax deduction. Contact us.

USModernist has a national Lustron map ! What's a Lustron?Carl Strandlund , asked
President Truman's Reconstruction FinanceCommittee (RFC)in the summer of 1946 for
$15 million in emergency loans to erect small, easily built, steel houses for GIsreturning
from the war. However, a few yearsand only about 3,000 Lustrons later, the company
was repossessedby the RFCin Februaryof 1950 and declared bankrupt months later.
Amazingly, most of these Lustrons survive and are cherished both by owners and
Modernist fans.
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The 1959 house that Dallas-area Modernist John Barthels designed for himself and
lived in for 52 years is on the market for just over $1M. Offer pending, however,
according to realtor.com .
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Frank Gehry designed the 2018 house and gallery for and with his friend, art
impresario John Baldessari, in Venice CA,now for salefor $5.9M.

Join our community and support the architecture you love! USModernist Mod
Squad membership provides important financial support for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist architecture.

If you're lucky, you might be one of the people who attend occasional visits that
environmentalist and radio personality Nancy Pearlman hosts at the 1957
mountainside cabin John Lautner designed for her parents, Carl and Agnes Pearlman,
in Idyllwild CA in the SanJacinto Mountains.
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At the start of the year,editors at CNN posted a list of 10 architectural projects
slated for 2024 that will shape the world. Finishing up the list is the Queensland
Performing Arts Centre in Brisbane,Australia, designed by Snøhetta and local practice
Blight Rayner.

Jeffrey Beers, who worked for I. M. Pei before establishing his own firm in New York
City that worked with chefs,entertainers and hotel companies,died last week at 67.
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for decades,the USModernist Library can help.  So far, libraries and collectors and
design firms have shipped us over 4.3 million pages for scanning.

Let us help you free up shelf spaceand give these magazinesnew, text-searchable,
online life – and world access.Here are the magazines we need. We pay shipping -
and you help the world get free, searchable,downloadable content for the first
time. Contact us.

Upcoming Events

This Wednesday,March 27: Filmmaker Jake Gorst talks about his grandfather,
Modernist architect Andrew Geller at the New CanaanHistorical Museum, New Canaan
CT.Details.
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This Saturday,March 30, 10am. FORT-LA host a discussionof Executive Directive 1 (ED

1) which expedites the processing of shelters and 100%affordable housing projects in
Los Angeles. Eligible projects receive expedited processing, clearances, and approvals

through the ED1Ministerial Approval Process. Panelists include Rachel Allen, Frances
Anderton, Greg Goldin, Joshua Gonzales, Eduardo Mendoza, Rochelle Mills, Shane
Phillips,  Vijay Sehgal, and Andrew Slocum . Held at Richard Neutra's former office.
Free,sign up here.

Wednesday,April 3, 12n: Frank Harmon talks on Writing and Sketchingas Keysto
Designat the Clemson Design Center,Clemson SC.Also streamed on Zoom .
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Wednesday,April 10, 430pm: USModernist's George Smart will speak at the Cliff
Dwellers Club in Chicago. Includes cocktails, lite bites, and jazz by Paul Giallorenzo .
Free.Email reservations@cliff-chicago.org to reservea seat.



M News-PhoenixBeadlemania- HamptonsARB - AluminaireDedication- Alan Hess+ Erin
Ellwood - GoodbyeJeffreyBeers

Thursday,April 17: USModernist's George Smart is the keynote speakerat a
celebration for the new roof of Century II in Wichita KS.Free.Tickets .

Thursday,April 25: Thirst4Architecture , 5-7pm, REdesign.build Tower Street Project,
920-926 Tower Street, Raleigh NC. Visit four of the most advanced,energy-efficient,
self-sufficient Modernist houses in Raleigh,most ready to move in. Hosted by Will
Alphin . Free,registration required .

April 25-28: 9th Annual Home + History LasVegasHeritage Tourism Festival,sponsored
by Nevada Preservation.The event focuseson the city’s hidden architectural treasures
and captivating history. Details.

Saturday,April 27: The 6th annual tour of flat- top cottages on the Outer Banksin
Southern ShoresNC.Details .

May 7: PreservationDurham presents:JustLike Your Grandma’s Place: a Ramble
through the RanchHouse, lecture by Sarah Lachenman . Details and tickets .

May 9: RestoreOregon, Central Lutheran Church,Portland OR.Talk on architect Pietro
Belluschi by his son, architect Anthony Belluschi , about his father’s unique approach
to placesof worship. Also speaking is architect William C. Tripp , who oversaw the
renovation of the Central Lutheran Church.On May 11, experiencea tour of Belluschi’s
innovative vision and timeless buildings. Details.

May 13: The Pearlman Cabin, designed by John Lautner , in Idyllwild CA will be open
for a visit. RSVPto Nancysuepearlman@aol.com . Call 213 705-4992 with questions.
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Brunch is provided 10-2 and a talk about cabin at 11.

Saturday-Sunday,May 18-19: Rambling Ranch,PreservationDurham's Annual Home
Tour, Durham NC.Born in California in the 1930s,the Ranchswept the country in the
years following WWII and expressedoptimism for a future free of depression and war.
Deeply associatedwith the automobile, the television, and other modern conveniences
of the era, the ranch house shaped urban development and reflected American social
change for decades. Visit with George Smart and Devra Dubroff of NCModernist at
one of the tour houses,a Modernist ranch designed by Judge Carr. Details and
tickets.

Thursday,May 23: Thirst4Architecture , 5-7pm, at Z-House,400 Webster Street, Cary,
designed by Habanero Architecture . Co-hosted with New Native Realty.Join us for
drinks and light appetizers,hosted by Joe Lopez, Tim Devinney, and Dani Devinney .
Free,registration required .

Friday,May 24-26: Iconic Houses hosts the City Icons Amsterdam Tour: Housing
Highlights. Includes the Museum Het Schip Model Home, Museum De Dageraad, Van
EesterenHouse Museum, Skyskraperby J.F.Staal, Sluishuis, Amsterdam-IJburg (East)
by BIG, Pontsteiger, Amsterdam-Houthavens (West) by Arons & Gelauff Architects, The
Valley, Amsterdam-Zuidas (South) by MVRDV.

Saturday,June8: Philip Johnson's GlassHouse Summer Party to mark the property's
75th anniversary,New CanaanCT.Tickets .
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Saturday,June8: RestoreOregon's Menefee House Tour, a Pietro Belluschi design in
Yamhill, the heart of Oregon wine country, featuring metalwork and wood carvings by
Frederic Littman and Leroy Setziol. Sip local wine, enjoy breathtaking views,and
marvel at this unique house dubbed the most progressive in the USback in 1946.
Details and tickets.

Sunday,June9: USModernist's Annual Brunch in New CanaanCTat a beautiful Hugh
Smallen house. Details TBA.

Thursday,June20: Thirst4Architecture , 5-7pm, at TRIG,Whitaker Mill Road,Raleigh.
Join us at the TRIGwine bar as you discover modern art, furniture, fixtures, lighting, and
rugs. Free,registration required .

June21-23: Michigan Modern Weekend by Docomomo- MI. Information .

New Books

Durham architect - and America's #1 architectural humorist - Jody Brown , has released
two books available online: Design in Charts , and The Architecture Dictionary . 20%
discount available when you subscribe to the publisher's newsletter.

��Latest USModernist Radio Podcast
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#345/Modernism Week 2024: Alan Hess on Irving Gill + Erin Ellwood on Craig
Ellwood + Musical Guest Lucy Woodward

Recorded poolside in Palm Springs,prolific architect and architectural historian Alan
Hess talks about California architect Irving Gill , who was doing Modernism way back in
1905; plus Erin Ellwood , daughter of Craig Ellwood , on her father’s singular legacy.
Later,back in the studio, music with the enchanting Lucy Woodward .         

USModernist Radio is underwritten by June Goldfinger and Jeff Taylor , sponsors of
Circle Square Triangle:  A Traveling Exhibition on the Architecture of Myron
Goldfinger , and by Diane Bald and The Budman Family,restoring significant
architecture in Toronto, Los Angeles,Malibu and Palm Springs. 
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This Thursday March 28, 1:30-3:30PM, D. H. Hill Library Exhibit Gallery.
NC State University’s College of Design is 75 years old, and you'll view materials
stewarded by the Special Collections Research Center . The opening reception will
feature brief remarks and a curator-led exhibit tour in the Special Collections Reading
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Room. This event is free and open to the public. For more information visit here .

Deadline April 29: Submissionsare open for the 2024 George Matsumoto Prize,North
Carolina'shighest honor exclusivelyfor Modernist residential architecture. The unique
design competition features a blue-ribbon jury of internationally- known architects and
experts plus online public voting. NCModernist created the Matsumoto Prize in 2012
honor of George Matsumoto , one of the founding faculty members of North Carolina
State University's College of Design. Entriesare open to any ground- up Modernist
house completed since 1/1/2019. The international jury includes Shannon
Battison,  WG Clark, Jerald Cooper,  Melissa DelVecchio,  Stewart Hicks, Blair Kamin,
and Katie Swenson. Details. The 2024 prize is sponsored exclusivelyby:

Preservationeasementsare like a homeowner's association for just one house and are
the only legally enforceable way in most jurisdictions to keep a Modernist house from
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being destroyed in the future. National Register status?Famousarchitect? Local historic
designation or tax credits? At best, these things may delay demolition six months to a
year but they won't stop it. Here's the Zoom video presentation featuring Preservation
North Carolina and NCModernist, along with Jane Levy, Greensboro Modernist
homeowner.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina housesgo
vacant or on the market.

Checkout theNCModernist For Sale/Rent database . Realtorsand owners can list their
NC Modernist houses for saleor rent there for free, and you can browse there anytime
you like! Submissionsare subject to approval: single family Modernist housesonly, they
can be old or new, the architect or designer can be from anywhere,but the house must
be in North Carolina.

Got a great Modernist house that's not selling? How would you like 60 people or more
(up to 200) to come by and see it one Saturday?We can do that for you, free. Contact .
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Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and promoting
Modernist residential architecture.
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