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Welcome architects and Modernist architecture fans to the USModernist newsletter,
sharing the best of Modernist preservation and news since 2008!
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News Editor: Ron Gallagher / Newsletter Staff: Virginia Faust, George Smart
Meet the USModernist Team

Got Modernist News?Send a quick note to Ron Gallagher at
rpg.modernist@gmail.com .
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USModernist is a nonprofit 501C3educational archive for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of Modernist architecture.

Sponsorship/Underwriting: Connect your service, product, or company to
USModernist's tens of thousands of weekly Modernist subscribers. Reachout to
George Smart , 919.740.8407.
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Saturday, March 30, 10am- 3pm , Chapel Hill NC.A 2024 Modernist house designed
by Phil Szostak. Proceedsbenefit the documentation, preservation, and promotion
work of NCModernist, a 501(c)(3)nonprofit educational archive for Modernist houses.
Timed-entry advance tickets are $9.95 per person. Only 90 tickets left! Details.

Modernist News
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Architect Antoine Predock died last week. The son of an engineer, he attended the
University of Missouri and later the University of New Mexico and Columbia University,
where he earned a BA in architecture. In 1967, Predock founded his studio in
Albuquerque NM and also had an office in Taipei. In addition to residential work,
Predock'sprojects include the Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery at Skidmore
College, a ballpark for the SanDiego Padres,the National PalaceMuseum Southern
Branch in Southern Taiwan,and the CanadianMuseum for Human Rights in Winnipeg.
Predock was honored with the AIA Gold Medal in 2006. See all of his houses.

The 1958 Connell House in Pebble BeachCA was designed by Richard Neutra . Listed
on the National Registerof Historic Places,it was last sold in 2004 to Massy
Mehdipour . Planswere submitted in 2010 to Monterey County for destruction of the
house and replacement with a 15,740square foot house by Bernstein Zubieta
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Architects. There was strong public opposition and house was mothballed while
arguments - and deterioration - continued for 13 years to 2023. When agenciesand
preservationists realized they could not force her to fix the house, a settlement was
reached allowing demolition - if Medhipour reduced the sizeof the new house and
commissioned an extensive house history , which is now hosted at USModernist.

Orest Bliss commissioned Norman Jaffe for a house in the Hamptons some 40+ years
ago. The Village of Southampton at that time was opposed to Modernist design,
thought it was ugly, and forced Blissto set the house back from the road and surround
it with expensivelandscaping. Fastforward 40+ years.Blisswanted to tear it down, and
the Village, now into preserving midcentury Modernist houses,denied the permit. Bliss
sued and won, and the Village appealed and lost. Now the Village has included the Bliss
House along with four other properties for landmark designation, which if approved will
supersedethe court rulings.

Here is the researchreport  on the five houses,commissioned by the Village.

The other four housesup for landmarking are:
The 1964 SugarmanHouse / 1360 Meadow Lane,designed by Ward Bennett
The 1984 ConasonHouse / 1820 Meadow Lane,designed by Myron Goldfinger
The 1983 Cohen House / 380 BaronsLane,designed by Norman Jaffe
The 1991 Roslin House / 1880 Meadow Lane,designed by Norman Jaffe
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You can attend the public hearing on Monday, March 11 at 6pm ETin person - or
watch by Zoom.

Explore the outrageous Shag House in Palm Springs CA,designed by the artist Shag!

New to the USModernist Library :

Contract Magazine , started in 1960 with B. H. Hellman as Editor. The industry
publication showcasedwhy great design brings return on investment in corporate,
healthcare,civic, hotel, education, and retail projects. The title went through several
owners including RizzoPublishing, Miller Freeman,and Nielsen. Eventually,the
employees purchased the assetsfrom Nielsen and the company was renamed Emerald
Expositions. John Rouse was the publisher from 2001 to 2017, Paul Makovsky was the
last editor starting in 2018.  The magazine was closed in 2020. The magazine created
the industry’s most coveted product design award: The BestOf NeoCon, which
continues. We're missing a few issues.Do you have them?
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One of the 1958 houses that Bill Krisel designed for the Alexander Construction
Company in Palm Springs has come onto the market with a $3.5M price tag.

This glorious 2023 renovation of a Carl Droppers house in BereaOH was designed by
owner/architect Susan Secoy Jensen. Cabinetswere removed, repaired, and reinstalled
with new Formica countertops that match the originals. Eventhe appliances and
hardware, dating back to initial construction, have been refurbished. Featured in
Architectural Record. Photo by James Haefner.
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A renovation by Sean Gaston rescued the 1958 Wilcockson House by Walter White
in Indio CA from bad renovations over the years.He even found a wood- paneled wall
that had been hidden behind drywall.

Are you associatedwith a museum or gallery in the NY/NJ/CT/MA area?Circle Square
Triangle: The Architecture of Myron Goldfinger is a detailed traveling exhibition
featuring models and photographs of the late architect's extensive Modernist work .
Through a special funding grant, the exhibition is available for up to 60 days at no cost
to galleries and museums and can be easily set up in just three hours. Availability starts
in May. Inquire .
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unit? We accept donations of Modernist furniture, contemporary art, and
architecture coffee- table- style books. What could be easier?We pick things up and
you get a tax deduction. Contact us.

Word from the Eichler Network is that Joseph Eichler's first custom-built home —
where he lived from 1951 to 1965 in Atherton CA — will go up for sale this month. Like
many midcentury houses,the land is worth more than the house. So - endangered!
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The Neutra Institute is looking for a tenant for one of Richard Neutra's Kelton
Apartments in Los Angeles,designed in 1942. Rent is $2,800a month. Information.

This 1956 house in Waco TX is on the market for $675,000.Anyone know the
architect?

Stef Claes saysModernist house architecture in the US,including the work of Richard
Neutra and Quincy Jones, contributed to House in the Fields, which he designed for a
site in Belgium.
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seearchitecture and design magazinesthrown away,even if they’ve not been accessed
for decades,the USModernist Library can help.  So far, libraries and collectors and
design firms have shipped us over 4.3 million pages for scanning.

Let us help you free up shelf spaceand give these magazinesnew, text-searchable,
online life – and world access.Here are the magazines we need. We pay shipping -
and you help the world get free, searchable,downloadable content for the first
time. Contact us.

Upcoming Events

Through March 14: Photographer Norman McGrath's PennStation – Flawed

Masterpieceexhibit at The Century Association,7 West 43rd Street, New York City. Free.

March 7- April 7: Posterscreated for architectural exhibitions in the 1970sand '80s
drawn from the collection of Judith York Newman will be on display at the Paul
Rudolph Institute's Modulightor Building in New York. Information .

March 20: Opening of the ModernsThat Matter exhibit and announcement of
Architecture Sarasota'sbook, Sarasota100. Free.McCulloch Pavilion, 265 S. Orange

Avenue, 5:30-8:30 pm Open House

Thursday,March 21: Thirst4Architecture , EvanReid + Keel and Company, 5-7pm, 111
Old Williamson Rd,Raleigh NC. It's a doubleheader of custom and mid- century Modern
furniture all on display! Free,registration required .

Tuesday,April 9, 6pm: USModernist's George Smart will speak at the New York School
of Interior Design in New York City. Accessavailable by special arrangement. Email
george@usmodernist.org to inquire.

Wednesday,April 10, 430pm: USModernist's George Smart will speak at the Cliff
Dwellers Club in Chicago with a keynote, The Accidental Archivist. Includes cocktails, lite
bites, and some great jazz by Paul Giallorenzo.Freewith registration. Email
reservations@cliff-chicago.org to reservea seat.
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#342/Architects Michelle Kaufmann + Roger Ferris
+ Podcasters Ron Melk + Kevin Kennedy

Creating affordable, transportable, innovative prefab houseshas been the holy grail of
architecture for 100 years,and if you were reading DWELLin the early 2000s,you
couldn’t miss their coverage of the latest adventurers on that quest. Joining us today is
one of the most successful,Michelle Kaufmann , now with Google. Later on George
travels to Stamford CTto talk with Modernist architect Roger Ferris, and we wrap up
with fellow podcasters Ron Melk and Kevin Kennedy of Your Valuable Home.        

USModernist Radio is underwritten by June Goldfinger and Jeff Taylor , sponsors of
Circle SquareTriangle: a traveling exhibition on the Architecture of Myron Goldfinger ,
and by Diane Bald and The Budman Family,restoring significant architecture in
Toronto, Los Angeles,Malibu and Palm Springs.  ��New to podcasts? You can listen to
USModernist Radio on any major podcast platform or through any computer .
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Congratulations to Raleigh'sMatt Griffith of in situ studio who recently received
Fellowship honors from the national AIA.
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Thursday, March 21, 5-7pm . Join us for a happy hour doubleheader with Evan
Reid + Keel Company , 5-7pm, 111 Old Williamson Rd,Raleigh NC.Discover their
custom and mid- century Modern furniture, all on display! Free,registration
required .

Update: Preservation Durham and Milton Small's Home Security Life Insurance
Company Building

For the last decade Preservation Durham (PD) has been a serious, dedicated advocate
for the preservation of 505 West Chapel Hill Street . The building, also known as the
Home Security Life Insurance Company Building , the Milton Small Building, or the
former Police Department Headquarters, opened in 1959. The International style
building served 29 years as insurance company offices before the City of Durham
purchased it in 1990 for conversation into Police headquarters, a role it served for 26
years. The building has been vacant since 2019 when the police moved out. In 2017,
PD got the building added to the National Register Study List, the first step in
determining a building’s eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
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The City of Durham agrees that the preservation of the building is important and has
identified historic preservation as a priority.

 
Durham is now in the 3rd round of seeking a partner to redevelop the 4 acre site. The
City has 6 stated goals , including historic preservation, and invited six development
teams to submit a formal RFP. Although historic preservation is a goal and all
developer teams must submit a proposal that includes preservation of the existing
building, they are allowed to submit an alternate that does not include the building.

 
PD contacted all invited developer teams to communicate the local importance and
preservation merit of the building as well as offer expertise related to the use of Historic
Tax Credits and navigating National Register listing. They are meeting with other
stakeholder groups with a hope to align goals that collectively meet the needs of
Durham.

��The RFP’s are due to the March 15. Once they’re in, tell Mayor Williams and City

Council that this building represents a significant aspect of Durham history and its
preservation is important. Visit the building ’s Open Durham page for more.

Submissionsare open for the 2024 George Matsumoto Prize,North Carolina'shighest
honor exclusivelyfor Modernist residential architecture. The unique design competition
features a blue-ribbon jury of internationally- known architects and experts plus online
public voting. NCModernist created the Matsumoto Prize in 2012 honor of George
Matsumoto , one of the founding faculty members of North Carolina State University's
College of Design. Matsumoto created some of North Carolina'smost well-known and
well-loved Modernist houses.The Matsumoto Prizeencourages architects, designers,
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and prospective clients to continue the Modernist movement in housesso important to
North Carolina'sdesign heritage. Entriesare open to any ground- up Modernist house
completed since 1/1/2019. The international jury includes Shannon Battison,  WG
Clark, Jerald Cooper,  Melissa DelVecchio,  Stewart Hicks, Blair Kamin, and Katie
Swenson. Details. The 2024 prize is sponsored exclusivelyby:

Preservationeasementsare like a homeowner's association for just one house and are
the only legally enforceable way in most jurisdictions to keep a Modernist house from
being destroyed in the future. National Register status?Famousarchitect? Local historic
designation or tax credits? At best, these things may delay demolition six months to a
year but they won't stop it.

Here's the Zoom video presentation featuring PreservationNorth Carolina and
NCModernist, along with Jane Levy, Greensboro Modernist homeowner.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid- century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect  the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina housesgo
vacant or on the market.
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Checkout theNCModernist For Sale/Rent database . Realtorsand owners can list their
NC Modernist houses for saleor rent there for free, and you can browse there anytime
you like! Submissionsare subject to approval: single family Modernist housesonly, they
can be old or new, the architect or designer can be from anywhere,but the house must
be in North Carolina.

Got a great Modernist house that's not selling? How would you like 60 people or more
(up to 200) to come by and see it one Saturday?We can do that for you, free. Contact .

Donate to USModernist's nonprofit mission of documenting, preserving, and promoting
Modernist residential architecture.
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