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Get Involved!

• Need more room in your home, attic, basement, office, or oh-so-expensivestorage
unit? We accept donations of Modernist furniture, contemporary art, architecture
and design magazines, and architecture coffee- table- style books. What could be
easier?We come pick things up, and you likely get a tax deduction. 
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suddenly disappeared last week with only a short announcement. Almost all trace of
DIRThas been deleted from the web, even their LinkedIn page. Sadly too, all of
DIRT'syearsof informative news reports are gone — a compelling history of changes
in design, finance, real estate, and architecture in Los Angeles and elsewhere in
California.

DIRTwas a tongue- in-cheek peek into the oft- clandestine real estate transactions of
high- profile and high- net worth people. DIRTwas particularly good at highlighting
Modernist houses for saleby midcentury Modernists like Neutra , Schindler , and
Lautner , plus current architects with that stature like Woods + Dangaran . The
researchby DIRT'sMark David and James McLain , plus their crackerjackstaff
including Pauline O'Connor and Lindsay Blake, will be greatly missed.

From SarasotaMagazine: The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation  recently
announced that the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall  was added to its 2023 “11 to
Save,” a list of the most threatened historic properties in the state. The initiative
highlights endangered historic sites throughout Florida, as nominated by the public.

The Van Wezel was built in the 1960s,when city leaders envisioned a performing arts
hall that would make sleepy little Sarasotathe cultural capital of Florida. They asked
one of the world’s great architectural firms, TaliesinAssociatedArchitects of the
FrankLloyd Wright Foundation, to design a landmark building. And they insisted the
new, city-owned hall must bring world- classartists to its stage, superstarslike
Luciano Pavarotti, Vladimir Horowitz, EllaFitzgerald and Artur Rubinstein. It has been
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doing that ever since,but the City and big developers want to tear it down for a new
massiveentertainment complex, spreading information that just isn't factual. More
information.
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The 1981 house that Harry Bates designed for Andre Dupuis in East Hampton NY
is up for sale for a bit under $2.7M.

CaseStudy House 18A in Pacific Palisades CA is for sale for $11.9M. Rodney
Walker designed the house in 1948 for Ravand PearlA. West.
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From CURBED:Bjarke Ingels and BIGmade park benches on one of New York's
most instagrammed streets . Why? His NY office in Brooklyn is nearby.

New College in Florida and Architecture Sarasotahave launched a design
competition for the adaptive reuse of the only buildings I. M. Pei designed in the
SunshineState, three dormitories built in 1965.
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A 1951 Midland MI house designed by native son Alden Dow is on the market for
$1.3M. It's known as the Timber Teepeeand got some nice ink for Dow when built.
He designed renovations in 1956, too.

This Thursday:The August 10 auction at Leland Little (online) includes paintings by
John Hiigli sold to benefit NCModernist. Thesewonderful large geometric works

provide a colorful backdrop to any Modernist fan's home.
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The London-based firm founded by the late Zaha Hadid has designed a 689- foot
skyscraper to be built in Xi'an, China. It's called DaxiaTower.

A 1953 Arlington VA house designed by architect Donald Lethbridge is being sold
for about $3.4M. The house had been headed for a teardown until local architect
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John Abraham bought it and restored it.

On sale for about $8.3M is a 1968 house in Tiburon CA that art collector Chara
Schreyer turned into a gallery home with the help of interior designer Gary Hutton
in the 1970s.
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winner of a competition to reimagine the DallasMuseum of Art.

• The battle over the controversial design for Munger Hall student housing at the
University of California SanDiego may have been won by opponents . The Santa
Barbara Independentreported that the school has issued a request for qualifications
to design student housing on the same site.

• From WBEZ,Chicago's public- radio station, comes a piece looking at Mies van der
Rohe's design of residential towers at 860 and 880 Lake Shore Drive in 1951 and
how they broke the mold of earlier designs in the area.

• A yearlong senior project by a student at the University of Massachusettsat Lowell
documented the Modernist architecture that the city encouraged after World
War II to show that it was not a dead mill town to be left behind.

• Apparently "Modernist" is a good salespitch even for storage sheds.Home Depot
is offering three sizesof a "Modernist Storage Shed by Suncast."

• In Arch Daily, "The Myth of Pure White Architecture" looks at how early
Modernists used color, or lack thereof.

• Doing researchon Modernist housesor architects?Discover USModernist's
Resources page, including detailed reports, surveys,databases,and organizations.

New Books
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Midcentury Modern Style:An ApproachableGuide to InspiredRoomsis the first book
by interior designer Karen Nepacena and photographer Christopher Dibble . It
grew from a blog that Nepacena and her husband began when they were restoring
their Eichlerhome in Northern California. Now the principal designer at the firm she
founded, Destination Eichler,Nepacena said she wanted to create a guide for people
who, like her, want to honor Midcentury Modern design but have limited budgets.
The book, published by Gibbs Smith, is available for preorder at bookshop.org .

Upcoming Events

August 8, California PreservationFoundation discussionof the book TheWomen
Who ChangedArchitecture. Registration info . Free,online.

September 9: AIA Triangle House Tour, Wake County. Details and tickets .
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