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Get Involved!

• Need more room in your home, attic, basement, office, or oh-so-expensive storage
unit? We accept donations of Modernist furniture, contemporary art, architecture
and design magazines, and architecture coffee-table-style books. What could be
easier? We come pick things up, and you likely get a tax deduction. 
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• Sponsorship/Underwriting: Connect your service, product, or company to
USModernist's 33,000 weekly Modernist subscribers. Call 919 740 8407.

• Where There's a Will There's a Way: As USModernist heads into its 3rd decade,
we are fielding inquiries on gifts and bequests towards a permanent endowment.

Make a declaration that endures beyond your lifetime to document and preserve
Modernist houses - or honor a person that shares that passion. Many options are
available. Please reach out to our Executive Director, George Smart.

﻿Featured Events

Party Like Its 1962! 
USModernist in Palm Springs for Modernism Week

February 20-26, 2024

Go back in time to 1962 as we stay at the USModernist Compound, aka the swanky
Hotel Skylark. We take over the entire place, plus you get event admissions, exclusive
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private tours, eye-popping Hollywood-style parties at fabulous houses, breakfast
every day, and a walkable location to downtown Palm Springs. 

You'll also sip cocktails at the Kirk Douglas Estate, the Frank Sinatra House, enjoy our
free private open bar, and forget renting an expensive car all week – you get Uber
credit for free rides around Palm Springs! 

﻿Did we mention the free massage therapist by the pool, just for us? Limited capacity
- check your calendar, check with your partner, and act quickly. See you by the pool!
Details and tickets.

Modernist News

Correction: last week's link to the Barbie Dreamhouse video was incorrect.
Here you go, kids!

Marvin Goldfinger, who designed Modernist houses in towns east of New York City,
in the Hamptons; south of the city, in New Jersey; and north of it, in Westchester
County, died last week. Goldfinger, who was born in Atlantic City NJ in 1933, worked
for Skidmore, Owings & Merrill and for Philip Johnson before setting up his own
practice in 1966 in New York City. A private service will be held for the family in
August.
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However, in October, the public is invited to Circle Square Triangle: The
Architecture of Myron Goldfinger, an exhibition of his work which opens at 2pm,
October 14 at the New Canaan Museum, New Canaan CT. Details TBA.

﻿Coordinated by Mitchell Algus, the exhibition on Goldfinger includes eight models
plus drawings, photographs, and personal effects. The exhibition opens in the Bishop
Gallery with a panel discussion beginning at 2:30pm. A reception will follow. This
kicks off October4design, a celebration of art, architecture, and design.

Listen to USModernist Radio's interview with Goldfinger from 2022.

The battle of the Paul Rudolph-based Foundations is over. The parties have agreed
to settle all claims in the matter with the terms of the settlement being confidential.

Architect Paul Rudolph died in 1994. His estate passed to his partner Ernst Wagner.
Wagner started the Paul Rudolph Foundation (PRF). At some point, Board members
led by George Balle wrested control of the Foundation away from Wagner, who
then created a second Foundation, later called the Paul Rudolph Institute for Modern
Architecture (PRIMA). In 2020, the PRF brought legal action against PRIMA and
Wagner. Part of the lawsuit involved the ownership and copyright status of works
authored by Paul Rudolph or his architectural office. The Court ruled that items in
Paul Rudolph Collection at the Library of Congress are in the public domain and that
materials not in that Collection may not be in the public domain and Wagner may
hold intellectual property rights to this material as the residuary beneficiary of
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Rudolph’s estate. Download the press release here.

Endangered: The 1961 Nicholas Salgo House in Sands Point NY is being advertised
as a teardown. Check out the listing - somebody buy it!

The house has an unusual origin story. Nicholas Salgo and I. M. Pei were friends.
According to Pei's firm, Pei Cobb Freed, Salgo asked Pei to design a house. Pei
prepared the design but it turned out to be exorbitantly expensive to build. With
Pei's approval, Salgo gave the design to a different architect who reduced the size of
the house and changed the materials, basically "eliminating all the brilliant ideas."

For the record, the house is considered by Pei's firm to be based on a design by I. M.
Pei but not designed by him.

THE LINE: Saudi Arabia's City of the Future in NEOM

In an interview withDezeen, two of the architects working on the highly
controversial 170-kilometer-long Saudi megacity called The Line spoke about it
being "a new Babylon." Above is a Discovery Channel documentary.
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Global Mansion considers the influence of the early 20th century Futurist
architects on Modernism, such as English architect James Whitaker's Starburst
House, above, soon to be finally built near Joshua Tree in California.

Richard Neutra was not inclined to come to Richmond VA for a commission, but a
retired US ambassador and his wife persuaded him, and the result was the Walter
and Inga Rice House along the James River. The recent restoration was an exacting
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but wildly successful process.

Mystery of the Week: On a hillside above California Highway 50 in Folsom CA, a
huge, angular housethat has been under construction for four years is now for sale
for $2.4M. The builder and architect are not identified in the listing. Anyone know??

In Princeton NJ, a 1959 house designed by architect Otto Kolb is on the market for
a shade under $1.2M.
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What started as a noble experiment by Brad Pitt and noted architects to provide
housing for New Orleans residents after Hurricane Katrina ended badly, very badly,
as many of the 109 houses were improperly built for the climate.

Mold, rot, and lawsuits followed, and a class-action settlement hearing is scheduled
for October. Hopes are that a Pitt-adjacent party will step in and provide $20M to
carry out repairs. Meanwhile, we've compiled an interactive map of the houses and
architects.

When architecture libraries want to recover valuable shelf space but find it painful to
see architecture and design magazines thrown away, even if they’ve not been
accessed for decades, the USModernist Library can help.  So far, libraries and
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collectors and design firms have shipped us over 4.2 million pages.

﻿Let us help you free up shelf space and give these magazines new, text-searchable,
online life – and world access. Here are the magazines and issues we need. We pay
shipping - and you help the world get free, searchable, downloadable content for the
first time. Contact George Smart, 919.740.8407.

The UK Secretary of state took 127 pages to tell department store Marks & Spencer
that it could not knock down its Art Deco store on London's Oxford Street and
replace it with a Modernist building designed by Pilbrow & Partners. Good call!

﻿Join us! Mod Squad membership gets you all kinds of benefits
and provides financial support for the documentation,
preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist
architecture.

﻿Details.
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Professor J. S. Curl, one of the world most ardent anti-Modernists, shared a few of
his recent articles against the architecture we love: here, here, here, and here.

Listen to USModernist Radio's interview with Professor Curl.

Where Art Thou Walkers? The Walker Guest House, designed by Paul Rudolph,
was auctioned from its Florida location in 2022. About the same time, a replica of the
Walker Guest House (bottom photo) was auctioned from its location in Palm Springs.
Anyone know where they ended up? Photos by Anton Grassl/ESTO and Dan
Chavkin.
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This week's July 27 auction at Leland Little (online) includes paintings by John
Hiigli, Jillian Goldberg, and Abie Harris sold to benefit NCModernist.

• One part of Le Corbusier's design principles was how to use colors in architecture,
something Arch Daily takes a look at in this article.

• A growing trend for energy efficiency is solar skins, which are photovoltaics
designed to blend in with building exteriors rather than being stuck on top of
them.

Upcoming Events
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August 11-12: First Annual Midcentury Atlanta Home Tour. Includes a cocktail
party and reception on Friday night and a multi-house tour on Saturday. The Atlanta
Marriott Northwest at Galleria will serve as the host hotel and departure point for the
tour. Each tour guest will be conveniently shuttled on charter luxury motor coaches
equipped with captains chairs & full service restrooms on board. USModernist's
George Smart will speak on Friday. Details and tickets.

Hamptons 20th Century Modern Tour and Panel, featuring houses from Harry Bates,
Bruce Nagel, and Andrew Geller. Sunday, August 13. Tickets and details.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC68dDkKCZT-hzx6fU_Kdf0tnM6U1E9Ts_-S1mGykdkdnFwWhOlBzGgJXd_tPDKWKTvP83Qq1pdk9GvXOmqayTPeiwrD0RsVo5R-IFo7X6YAOs6l881xd0NyClvgoRC2nTT20y5C_ociCrzfCQ9ZSwaLAFUwT1z1i_RxLvHpTmdUurqgDzcBUzdYE=&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
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Helena Arahuete Exhibition, UC Santa Barbara, September 20 - December 17.
Details TBA.

DOCOMOMO-US Cape Cod Modernist House Tour, October 6-8. Tickets and
details.

Exhibition: Circle Square Triangle: The Architecture of Myron Goldfinger, New
Canaan Museum, New Canaan CT. Opens October 14, details TBA.

La Jolla Modernism Tour, October 14. Tickets and details.

Eichler Home Tour in San Mateo CA, October 14-15. Tickets and details.

Modernism Week Preview Weekend, October 19-22. Details available August 1 at
www.modernismweek.com.

New Canaan CT Modernism Weekend, October 20-21. Details TBA.

Sarasota MOD Weekend, November 2-5, celebrating Victor A. Lundy, who turned
100 in February.

Albert Frey: Innovative Modernist. Palm Springs Art Museum Architecture and
Design Center, January 11-June 16, 2024. Curated by Brad Dunning.

﻿Latest Podcast
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#310/Modernist Renovator Jeff Fink + Brick and Wonder's Drew Lang

If you’re considering buying a midcentury modern house, you’re surely going to
need some repairs, maybe as much as a full renovation. Mostly likely you’re not in
construction or architecture, so you’re gonna need help and you really don’t want to
screw it up. The good news is that there are expert builders around the country who
specialize in Modernist houses, old and new, and today we’ve got the Sultan of
Schindler, Jeff Fink of LA and Santa Barbara. Later on, Drew Lang, principal of Lang
Architecture, talks about Brick and Wonder, a networking group of design,
construction, and real estate professionals based in New York.  

US Modernist Radio is underwritten by Diane Bald and The Budman Family,
restoring significant architecture in Toronto, Los Angeles, Malibu, and Palm Springs.﻿
﻿New to podcasts? You can listen to USModernist Radio on any major podcast
platform or through any computer.﻿

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Wqo606_o1fcIXGdSNj7OBYiJBpLqMYbIJ_0F6m8IAzAcL14PiVwOJq-oKrVgP7uKRSTe87FOxj75zORo8GJSy3kQv1PS2sdRG9XXNwJuc8y_JM-nx3Td9YcY3O_X1iRdAoHDEb82PD8DWw_x52Q3CI0CrUH5qKM&c=PHXx35el5jaz0SkJL_C-NChExZ5fdIFPhpBIC1fIbki085VI7G2KZA==&ch=SMTQUGjyT7g67tvoS_gyikgQQZELZqBBHmcBt_USfZlGryCAv7-B_Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00123WDUW4AljdUQ5YspkiXTVRc0PawDLuDdEMkx1bdgXallx3nJIZQZQBJpo5dAGq3wX0l1Bvx-nyWqZyq3UuS5M1csVlWxtBsS38LLqvCCMy6JmmTGRiBPuV8F311toTIox1k6ovGjtJ2AZe7kwJFTilo755CVoAb&c=dZEGWZI4zHg43pPstz4W76wDHDIXUI-nDtZAGvBLLXE5rZIjBRUe7Q==&ch=Yk3wL-NtO6oaYW4JISxjrSxOXA9ZBfSKoHi6el0iPtg1ZL_514QamQ==
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Engineer and entrepreneur Drew Hearn Jr., who from 1964 to 1966 designed and
built a wild Modernist house in Charlotte before retiring to Hilton Head Island,
passed away last month at the age of 89.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC65e9xLHbXpCF-L7x2MUDS2eBci0gimjDuEWQzTng_mJQkJf4cAAatRVvgNlHBYTQJaWylz0JGJQlWzcB8FFTA68mfxuCkC3dviyWkTlyI6m-&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC65e9xLHbXpCFl2zvTmPOraoSwSFwzF3wwf1Pd6ND2iydDfkT9Uyt_wEGj02OWnjt_C3-4LIQCAF_pOS-ntMZlbeoW3ycVtkIamdfIqMyqJwWvMf41qfRZ0j9b7XEbcAoCES9Qr7kXo8lraL8H5zPD6bugKvWHFQQPSgagMt5t7FWxnLOE1IDX72nfM6iAq-iIg==&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
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Saturday, September 9, 8-5pm
Starting and Ending Point: 500 Park Offices Drive, Research Triangle Park NC

Enjoy a great day touring eight spectacular Modernist houses around Raleigh,
Durham, and Chapel Hill -- without the hassle of driving -- in our new fleet of luxury
buses!

﻿Modapalooza includes the delightful company of lots of Modernist architecture fans
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plus coffee and bagels / a USModernist tote bag with snacks / bottled water / a
delicious lunch / and free wifi / in our luxury restroom-equipped, air-conditioned
fleet of buses.

You'll meet many of the architects and builders - including Arielle Schechter, Erin
Sterling Lewis (house above), Ellen Cassilly, Sophie Piesse, Nick Hammer, and
Abie Harris.

﻿Tickets and details. First and second bus sold out! Last bus filling now.

North Carolina Realtors and owners of NC Modernist houses can now list - for
sale or for rent - on our new completely free NCModernist database. Listings
limited to detached single family Modernist houses, old or new, but the house must
be in North Carolina. Details.

Got a great Modernist house that's not selling? How would you like 60 people or
more (up to 200) to come by and see it one Saturday? We can do that for you, free.
Contact George Smart, george@usmodernist.org.

Historic Preservation Easements for Modernist Houses

Did you know that having your Modernist house on the National Register does
nothing legally to protect it from demolition? Neither does having a talented and/or
famous architect. Neither does any local or state historic designation. At best, you
can get a delay, but the bulldozers can't be fended off for long. In fact, the only way
to assure a house is not destroyed is through a very cool document called a

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC6_9Zag4FEfmy5A8JjeEbKZEIFwQZiiyJlMZxLJ7BmNbKVQtr4IbhqPwwb7mQAsSAH1o4VZyjwvmoKSI1S89_TqO4tec5SaRhl9VWMzOqgTyY&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC6_9Zag4FEfmy5A8JjeEbKZEIFwQZiiyJlMZxLJ7BmNbKVQtr4IbhqPwwb7mQAsSAH1o4VZyjwvmoKSI1S89_TqO4tec5SaRhl9VWMzOqgTyY&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC6xWwFI6e8k7sYFIFs8QeUe_HOEC-m4XKIZUAXpQ2CliadGqsJgLII61QtY4SaI0Ng0tNhlZNt4gogRLOcHehIuzRuFPlVeOMi45GQ-CEYS5bmM1Ucx1axRE=&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC64_RA-V6UcBSE9QWBCfQMwpT7k8Sb5xz1LOM8jenu1nWHTTswRsVEOZghMSeL74FNjpceff_IoJbevNdjbWPHMlxPa4HIA3izVQepkInfWS5&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
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preservation easement – essentially a homeowner's association for one house.

﻿Join Cathleen Turner of Preservation North Carolina and George Smart of
NCModernist, with special guest, Modernist homeowner Jane Levy, as they share
the 1-2-3's to assure your mid-20th-century Modernist house makes it to the mid-
21st-century. Not in North Carolina? No worries, preservation easements work in
every state.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid-century Modernist houses. Preserve
and protect the architecture you love by notifying us when North Carolina houses
go vacant or on the market.

Where are all the North Carolina listings? They're on ourNCModernist For
Sale/Rent database.

Realtors and owners can list their NC Modernist houses for sale or rent there for free,
and you can browse there anytime you like! Submissions are subject to approval:
single family Modernist houses only, they can be old or new, the architect or
designer can be from anywhere, but the house must be in North Carolina.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC64_RA-V6UcBSE9QWBCfQMwpT7k8Sb5xz1LOM8jenu1nWHTTswRsVEOZghMSeL74FNjpceff_IoJbevNdjbWPHMlxPa4HIA3izVQepkInfWS5&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
mailto:george@usmodernist.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC64_RA-V6UcBSE9QWBCfQMwpT7k8Sb5xz1LOM8jenu1nWHTTswRsVEOZghMSeL74FNjpceff_IoJbevNdjbWPHMlxPa4HIA3izVQepkInfWS5&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWcjX6TJvHw4fS0ZpA0Jg_iGosIj-B_y8mJPK9dn8w32d7f_vVJC64_RA-V6UcBSE9QWBCfQMwpT7k8Sb5xz1LOM8jenu1nWHTTswRsVEOZghMSeL74FNjpceff_IoJbevNdjbWPHMlxPa4HIA3izVQepkInfWS5&c=enR1scZ8n1DxN75t8bLl73E74CzbqgHyeXOleH5o6BePAVLkJB-spQ==&ch=_71Gea-ZsFK8lALT5VFFhqJVGSSrDBBtz9Xqti7_tFWLIwPHn-4u7g==
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Donate to USModernist's mission of documentation, preservation, and promotion of
Modernist residential architecture.

‌ ‌ ‌ ‌
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