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USModernist and NCModernist are part of Modernist Archive Inc, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit educational archive providing donors, volunteers and
advocates the information and organization they require to passionately
engage in the documentation, preservation and promotion of residential
Modernist architecture.  
Visit our logo-ridiculous online store!
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Get your firm, organization, company, studio or practice connected
to fans of the Modernist movement documenting, preserving and
promoting residential Modernist design across the US!  Become a
USModernist sponsor!
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Hi! I'm George Smart, Executive Director of USModernist and NCModernist.

Believe it or not (I can't!) the holidays will soon be here, and while Congress endlessly
argues about stimulus checks, families in my home state of North Carolina are still
suffering. It's not going to be a great holiday for them. There are so many people,
especially in eastern North Carolina, who can't pay their rent or mortgage or are
deciding between paying bills and getting food. 

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, medical debt, primarily from hospital stays, was
crushing families. Two-thirds of all personal bankruptcies are tied to medical debt,
either because of expensive care or because people can't return to work. Then, not only
do families deal with physical and mental recovery, they are cash-strapped and then
must endure endless calls from bill collectors. 

I thought there was little I can do to provide support in this time of COVID. Then,
inspired by John Oliver, whom you may know from Last Week Tonight, I learned that for
every dollar donated, RIP Medical Debt deletes $100 of medical debt, permanently
wiping it away for families. Gone. Zip. Zero. See the video above.

I will match every $1 donated to reach a donation goal of $15,000 by Christmas. RIP
Medical Debt will buy $1,500,000 of debt, and every single dollar of your donation
goes toward that purchase. Then, bada bing, they cancel the debt and notify the
families!
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﻿Join me to make this holiday better for those who need it most. Donate here.

The 2020 NCModernist Architecture Movie Series continues ONLINE.  Special thanks
to Sarah Sonke and MODhomes for underwriting the series again this year. Additional
sponsors include the NC State Libraries, Witthaus (Toby Witte), in situ studio (Matt
Griffith), Hill Country Woodworks, and the Chelsea Theater. Proceeds benefit NC
Modernist's nonprofit documentation, preservation and promotion work.  

Coming Online Friday October 30 - November 5: 
Frey II: The Architectural Adventurer
Starting in 1939, Swiss-born architect Albert Frey, who worked with LeCorbusier in his
heyday, embarks on a decades-long journey of discovery. His world travels and love of
nature leads him to create a new style of modernism, leaving its indelible mark on the
desert community of Palm Springs, CA. With never-before-seen archival films,
photographs and interviews, this film continues to reveal the mystique of an influential
architectural master. Plus it has spectacular footage of Frey's work in Palm Springs.

Everyone who purchases a ticket by Wednesday, November 4, is invited to an exclusive
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Zoom Q&A by producer Jake Gorst and co-star George Smart on Thursday, November
5, 8pm ET.

How to View: The link will be posted here by Friday. Follow the instructions to register (if
you are new to the system), pay, and view. You can start and stop any time over the
next 72 hours.

Many thanks to our movie series underwriter: Sarah Sonke and MODhomes Realty!

Is this a new Edward Durell Stone house in Dallas, Texas? Very close.
Photo by Casey Dunn.

Modern Richmond announces the first of its free Drone Tours!

What do Classicists think of Modernism? Last week the American Enterprise
Institute, the most prominent think tank associated with
American neoconservatism, hosted a panel discussion. The highlight was
Justin Shubow of the National Civic Art Society (NCAS), left, who
predictably but elegantly gutted Modernism. Watch free here.

Earlier this month, the NCAS released a new Harris Poll finding Americans
prefer traditional architecture for US courthouses and federal office buildings.

Paul Williams was known as "Architect to the Stars" though he could not live
in the White neighborhoods where his designs were built, because he was
Black. Earlier this year PBS premiered a new documentary about Williams,
the first Black person to become an AIA Fellow. He created hundreds of
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commissions, including houses for Frank Sinatra, Lucille Ball, Tyrone
Powers and so many more.

Hat tip to writer Max Eternity, who wrote a few years back about Williams
and a handful of other pioneering Black architects, including three women.

Brad Pitt narrates a new film on Frank Lloyd Wright's Unity Temple in Oak
Park IL.

Streaming October 30th to November 15th, the documentary will look deeply
into this, Wright's first public commission in the early 1900s, and the wildly
successful efforts to restore it 100 years later. Trailer. Details.

Takashi Yanai (left) and Gabrielle Experdy

New: #167/Modernism Week 2020 Wrapup: Sniff, sniff! Where's the
Kleenex? It is such a day of mourning, because we share the last two
interviews from our wonderful trip to 2020’s Modernism Week. What an
amazing run: 18 shows, over 50 brilliant, interesting guests, all the frittatas
and bacon we could eat every morning, and all the martinis we could
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responsibly drink in the evenings. We've saved some of the best for last: our
special closing guests are architect Takashi Yanai and car culture expert,
author Gabrielle Esperdy. 

USModernist Radio is sponsored by Modernist realtor Angela Roehl. New to
podcasts? You can also listen to USModernist Radio through any
computer. See past shows.

Got old architecture/design
magazines you've been saving for

years (maybe decades)?

Have you got old architecture or design
magazines in your attic, basement, office,
or storage unit? Do you need them to go -
but you can't bear to throw them away?
USModernist will take them off your
hands!

USModernist has scanned 3 million pages
and counting - to make everything
available for free in our online archive. 

Donating magazines is easy. We even
provide free shipping and you get a nice
tax deduction!  Here's the list of
magazines/issues we are missing. 

Contact George Smart at
george@usmodernist.org or
919.740.8407.

Getting a little bored in Asheville, Charlotte, Palm Springs, or
LA? USModernist's crowd-research project needs volunteers to scout the
internet as we more fully document 8,000 iconic Modernist houses across

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5G05pK4b88xa8gnZ9dffNNRFqZTqUcAYKCsqekkKLpZt71zPM66DV7YAxbsAMAd5-B7qnoMjilDRsYZgPKL5Dagg==&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5GD47H_ZjYV5dtPzYEJ06SkB_qYU_miSTG89s28IlLIuwWOIYCnsC2i84FC-pp5QuQMY-maX1hrpadsBjy2ed6D15mH45eGuHw&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5GD47H_ZjYV5dtPzYEJ06SkB_qYU_miSTG89s28IlLIuwWOIYCnsC2i84FC-pp5QuQMY-maX1hrpadsBjy2ed6D15mH45eGuHw&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5GP3XwOqxhWEBJew0X9GZ65Qmm6eEoSOJ8GuazNHF7R2XElySNmVX8X2oVYXw4fiv-0hdAvDpjlrQBVUZmipAM_6m0oNXUZ7jG24C7Dm7Rbwk1ngjSFaZyhg==&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5GYByotE8AUsMBQT6tnLBpxBSS0gpd02fPTRwWpFkQ4sUk9UPpNWuOWo1xjG0SHHCLx22sZti4A4YvAC-sudl1kZepjFUpE3HU&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
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America.

It's incredibly fun to put together clues, in your sweatpants from your
laptop, to find America's rich legacy of Modernist design. Contact
USModernist's archivist, Carie Chesarino at carie@usmodernist.org.

Need more room? Cleaning out your
storage unit, basement, or attic?

Free pickup and a nice tax deduction for
donating an iconic mid-century chair,
table or clock (Eames, Barcelona,
Noguchi, Nelson, etc.). Proceeds benefit
USModernist's ongoing research projects.

Contact USModernist's Director of
Development Rebekah Laney at
rebekah@usmodernist.org.

Tuesday, October 27: Remember when conferences were in person, far
away, and really expensive? Times have certainly changed. The venerable
Architectural Record hosts a two-day Innovation Conference with an all-star
lineup including Frank Gehry, Neri Oxman, Tom Pfifer, Jeanne Gang and
Sir David Adjaye for free. 

Friday, October 30, 730pm. The Washington Architectural Foundation's free
Fall Design Fête 2020.

﻿It will be hosted by the phenomenal Wendy Rieger and will feature delicious
cocktails and fabulous design. Tickets are free, and donations support the

mailto:carie@usmodernist.org
mailto:
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5GzIL1L0jxvqUbu51eSs2XyxRqyOnVCtOjHlIqBbMX5HayQSysGe_R5_lIjfon3T9HKgLSFqEmj4p70UYxs7gFHvp9kIVCJMGdkkf2Ft6nFRdgyS9Hd429Y-GHbCwTU6Te&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5G1vNEsdCdflMzTyU0X8vWXK0GX7324yIS9kYKqKJo29MI8_xO6pYgO87mghUy6c1adrtzrYEYE49ZacrjK8n2Y9OqcAq2_TIse4Uuex8W-vfUD4Qm6W3KxMs80NUvN4aVz-ccv7XKj4aMrKT-UetiFV6RYObs_vNz41BEfI40ryGSQuo_QTyHzBK5aUsBrHkpZ9LgZjV9OYEjIzOalvvS5rHA1bToydRP&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
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work of WAF.

October 30 - November 1 - The Washington DC Modernism Show is online
this weekend – and is free! Tickets and details.

November 6-8: This year’s SarasotaMOD Weekend will honor the art and architecture
of Carl Abbott, FAIA, internationally renowned for his modern work and is an original
member of the Sarasota School of Architecture. This year’s events include walking,
driving and kayaking tours, yoga at the iconic Umbrella House in Lido Shores, and
virtual presentations and videos by Abbott.

He will be celebrated in two exhibitions that open MOD Weekend: Carl Abbott:
Architecture for Nature at the Sarasota Art Museum and an exhibit of his sculpture at
the Art Center Sarasota. The Sarasota Architectural Foundation has redesigned MOD
events to meet CDC guidelines. Safety considerations include timed entries, smaller
groups, open-air venues and mandatory face coverings. Details.

November 6-8: Tucson's 2020 Modernism Week. This year, it's online and free!

The 2020 Tucson Modernism Week feature virtual cyber versions of favorite events
including a lectures series with nationally recognized architects, authors and historians;
a virtual interactive 360 4K mid-century home tour featuring iconic Tucson properties by
noted architects and designers including Arthur T. Brown, Judith Chafee and Tom
Gist.; downloadable content, including self-guided driving tours of Tucson’s glowing
neon signs, commercial corridors and iconic buildings and mid-century neighborhoods;
and a digital Mod-Cocktail experience. Speakers include: Demion Clinco, Rachel
Volk, Carlos Lozano, William L Bird, Jr., Michael Fassett, Martin Treu, and of
course - Alan Hess! Details.

New Trickle Tours...

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VQrV6LJLwNArHVao58mX2STRl8zSHgCAhssVSEZ8IwfCT69azohD1szls_4XmG5GRIo8ZBiSP3fPibK2W4vtaY56q3etb70XhENjvMskhLvZD2B9cCKuw4N6B9CDuX9ASvog9RpndGP-kx8dcVsd6fnCNV9sZzmmwDE2QFP6Z2Q=&c=BGa8610EZMRHhVwNzRvRICpT7FYrAhlYQRndfMpKowbSHimFWWB67Q==&ch=i8c70Q0w3WuRex7td0y73q8ZvzWaH684FbMEMLDNHaJxlIfCwOu1Ew==
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﻿November 14, 8am-5pm! It's a David Arneson renovation right in the heart
of Chapel Hill NC. Details and tickets.

November 21, 8am-5pm! It's a new Katie Dyer house just north of
downtown Durham NC. Details and tickets.

What's a trickle tour?  It's where Modernist fans visit an unoccupied Modernist house
at a trickle of the normal rate, dramatically reducing the number of people in the
house. There will be no more than 8 people in the 3900sf house at the same time.
That's about 500 square feet per person, plus there's greater flexibility in selecting a
tour time and ticket price.

Participants must wear masks while onsite and maintain a minimum six-foot
distance with event staff and other participants. Details and tickets.

November 19-December 3: This year's Architecture and Design Film
Festival is online, with director Kyle Bergman's usual fabulous lineup of
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documentaries, many being shown nationally for the first time. During the
two-week time period, you can watch any film whenever you want! The
festival will run through the Thanksgiving holiday, so while you're home with
family and friends, you can watch a few amazing design films
together. Trailers. Tickets on sale now.

Films include:   A Machine to Live in / Aalto / Charlotte Perriand, Pioneer in
the Art of Living / Escher: Journey into Infinity / Frey I: The Architectural
Envoy / Frey II: The Architectural Interpreter / George Nakashima,
Woodworker / Hollywood's Architect: The Paul R. Williams Story / Magical
Imperfection / Making a Mountain / Richard Leplastrier: Framing the View
/ Short Films Program 1 / Short Films Program 2 / The Arch / The Whole
World / There Is No Place Like This Place, Anyplace / Tokyo Ride

Through January 10. Maslon. The word brings chills to Modernist fans,
especially those of Richard Neutra. This classic midcentury modern house
near Palm Springs was purchased for the sole purpose of destruction –
despite the new owners promising to save it. An Alpine family vacation home
is dismantled brick-by-brick by the daughter of the builder. City blocks
crumble and spaces become debris. The MAK Center in LA explores these
themes in a new exhibition - called DEMO - at the Schindler Kings Road
house.

Hat tips to Daniel Perrin, Catherine Westergaard Cramer, and Virginia
Faust.

NEW BOOKS

Available Now: Victoria Ballard Bell's new book, Triangle Modern
Architecture, documents the rich history and unique cultural significance of
the Triangle region in North Carolina, one of the most important on the
national map of modern design.

Beautifully written and elaborately illustrated, Triangle Modern Architecture
provides compelling evidence that a new generation of architects is building
on the Triangle’s rich design legacy.
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Includes 250 pages of rich histories and beautiful photography of Modern
buildings in Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill designed by Milton Small,
Frank Harmon, Brian Shawcroft, Kenneth Hobgood, Arthur Cogswell,
George Matsumoto, and many more. Order here.

Nothing's better than a love story that involves architecture.  This book
is an intimate view into the professional and romantic relationship between
Harriet Pattison and the renowned architect Louis Kahn. On a winter day in
1953, a mysterious man in a sheepskin coat stood out to Harriet Pattison,
then a theater student at Yale. This chance encounter served as preamble to
a fifteen-year romance, with Pattison becoming the architect’s closest
confidante, his intellectual partner, and the mother of his only son, Nathaniel
Kahn, who would later produce the movie My Architect.

Here for the first time, Pattison recounts their passionate and sometimes
searing relationship. Married and twenty-seven years her senior, Kahn sent
her scores of letters — many from far-flung places — until his untimely
death. This book weaves together Pattison’s story with letters, postcards,
telegrams, drawings, and photographs that reveal Kahn’s inner life and his
architectural thought process, including new insight into some of his greatest
works, both built and unbuilt. What emerges is at once a poignant love story
and a vivid portrait of a young woman striving to raise a family while forging
an artistic path in the shadow of her famous partner.

AIA North Carolina's Design Awards were announced last week. Winning
firms in situ studio, Raleigh Architecture, and STITCH Design Shop showed
off some of the best new Modernist houses the state has to offer!

Frank Harmon's architecture class at NC State has a speaker series, and the
public is invited to participate by Zoom. See schedule and Zoom ID in the
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poster.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid-century Modernist
houses. Preserve and protect the architecture you love by buying or renting
before the bulldozers come. Visit our exclusive statewide list.

Do you like the new newsletter?

Yes

Select

No

Select

USModernist and NCModernist are part of Modernist Archive Inc, a North Carolina 501C3 nonprofit
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Modernist architecture.
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