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Sir David Adjaye receives the RIBA Gold Medal in the UK. RIBA is the British

equivalent of America's AIA.

Aston-Martin, the James Bond car people, built an equally impressive Modernist

house in the UK. But is it more suited for Bond - or Blofeld?

The New Yorker dives deep into the LACMA museum controversy.  At

approaching a billion dollars, the museum project had better be great - or it will

rank as one of the biggest arts blunders of all time.  With quotes from

project architect Peter Zumthor, who feels marginalized from his own work,

and Modernist historian Alan Hess, who thinks the project marginalizes LA

itself.

Australia's Tim Ross has a new podcast series on the Sydney Opera House.

From CURBED: Six Frank Lloyd Wright houses for sale now.

UNC Charlotte's Jeff Balmer talks about the history of Toronto's Modernism.

Speaking of Charlotte, their Public Library published an extraordinarily useful

toolkitto research houses and architects. 

Mark your calendars for the 2020 series premiere of the NCModernist
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Architecture Movie Series, our 10th year! This year, we're ONLINE and

we're GLOBAL with the first of six design films, one a month through

March 2021. Special thanks to Sarah Sonke and MODhomes for

underwriting the series again this year. 

Additional sponsors include the NC State Libraries, Witthaus, Hill Country

Woodworks, and the Chelsea Theater. Proceeds benefit NC

Modernist's nonprofit documentation, preservation and promotion work. 

You'll learn more about them in the pre-show reel.

The first feature is The New Bauhaus (2019). As the Nazis took over

Germany, many of the displaced masters from the famous Bauhaus design

school found refuge in the United States. In 1937, László Moholy-

Nagy came to Chicago to start the New Bauhaus. The school was far from

successful initially, but through its various incarnations, Moholy-Nagy and

his New Bauhaus forever transformed design, photography and arts

education in America and beyond. He was also involved in North

Carolina's own Black Mountain College. 

How to View: Starting at 6pm ET today and ending on October 7, go to the

Chelsea Theater's NCModernist website. Pick The New Bauhaus and you'll

be taken to the film streaming platform, where you'll register (free).

Purchase your ticket, and you have 48 hours from that

point to stream the film. You can stop and resume viewing anytime during

those 48 hours. On Thursday, October 8, all ticket purchasers will be

invited to a special Zoom Q&A call on Friday, October 9, at 830pm ET

with producer Alysa Nahmias. 
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Our series underwriter is Sarah Sonke of ModHomes Realty. 

                                       

  

    

New: #164/ Birth of The Cool: One of the most popular lectures at

Modernism Week 2020 was Birth of the Cool: "California Art, Design, and

Culture at Midcentury," looking at what influenced architecture, design, art, film,

and West Coast jazz in the 1950s. These forms became shorthand for beauty,

sophistication and confident urban living. Today, host George Smart interviews

three of the five panelists from "Birth of the Cool":  Elizabeth Armstrong,

former director of the Palm Springs Art Museum and co-author of the book

Birth of the Cool; Michael Boyd, her co-author and furniture, landscape and

architectural designer; and past podcast guest Brad Dunning, interior designer

and writer. Later on, two great friends of the show: ace Palm Springs tour guide

Trevor O’Donnell, who knows the story behind nearly every significant house

in the valley, and frequent Modernism Week visitor, the chief curator of Philip

Johnson's Glass House in New Canaan CT, Hilary Lewis. USModernist Radio is

sponsored by Modernist realtor Angela Roehl. New to podcasts? You can also

listen to USModernist Radio through any computer. See past shows. 

  

Have you got old architecture magazines or architecture documentaries on

DVD or Blu-ray (or even 16 mm films)? We are collecting these for the
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USModernist.org online archive. We provide free shipping, and you'll get a nice

tax deduction! Here's the list of magazines we need. We are especially looking

for Modern, Modernism, and Architecture+Urbanism. Contact George Smart

at george@usmodernist.org or 919.740.8407.

 

Getting a little bored in Asheville, Charlotte, Palm Springs, or

LA? USModernist's crowd-research project needs volunteers to scout the

internet as we more fully document 8,000 iconic Modernist houses across

America. It's incredibly fun to put together clues, in your sweatpants from your

laptop, to find America's rich legacy of Modernist design. Email archivist Carie

Chesarino at carie@usmodernist.org.

  

Need some more room?  Free pickup and a nice tax deduction for

donating an iconic mid-century chair, table or clock (Eames, Barcelona,

Noguchi, Nelson, etc.). Contact Director of Development Rebekah Laney at

rebekah@usmodernist.org. 

October 10 at 2pm: With the biennial Hollin Hills House and Garden

Tour postponed from this past spring until next year, you can get a fix of the

mid-century modern neighborhood online, featuring an introduction to the

neighborhood designed by architect Charles Goodman for developer Robert

Davenport and constructed between 1949 and 1971. Participants will also view

video tours of the ALCOA “Care-Free” Home – one of only 24 built nationwide

and currently undergoing renovation. Another tour will explore a two-story

https://usmodernist.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2a3e0b26c6dab3b4c52983a0&id=627ab324f5&e=2e07935534
tel:919.740.8407
https://usmodernist.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2a3e0b26c6dab3b4c52983a0&id=1f7bdb291e&e=2e07935534
https://usmodernist.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2a3e0b26c6dab3b4c52983a0&id=1f7bdb291e&e=2e07935534


Adjaye Gold - New Bauhaus Tonight - Birth of the Cool - Online MW, PHX, and ADFF -
Goodbye Dan MacMillan

atrium house constructed of prefabricated panels. Docomomo DC Board

member John Burns, FAIA, also will discuss Goodman’s other work in the

Washington area. Register here.

 

October 14, 7:00 ET on Zoom, first virtual event for Modern Richmond,

VA. Most people don't know just how many amazing mid-century Modernist

houses still exist. George Smart didn't know either – until 2007, when he

started a project that has become USModernist.org, America's largest

open digital archive for Modernist residential design. George will share the

story of how the nonprofit's energetic and wildly dedicated team of volunteers

documented over 8,000 Modernist houses and scanned the USModernist

Library's 3 million pages of practically inaccessible architecture magazines –

now free and open to everyone. Participants will also learn how to start a

documentation and preservation effort in their own communities with nothing

more than a car, a cell phone and a laptop. Free - register here.

October 15-25: Modern Phoenix Week offers an easy, inexpensive All-Access

Pass to a large array of virtual cultural events, most of them exclusive to

Modern Phoenix.  The All-Access Pass gets you a special password that's your

ticket to register for events such as:

 Virtual Tour of the Hotel Valley Ho

 AZ History Happy Hour and Trivia Night with Marshall Shore and Alison

King

 World Premiere and Sneak Peek Access to Posters for "Frank Lloyd
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Wright: Timeless" with Jon Arvizu and Alison King

 Beyond a Roof and Four Walls: Soleri's Pioneering Valley Homes with Jeff

Stein, AIA

 Research your Midcentury Home with the Postwar Architecture Task

Force of Greater Phoenix

 Rethinking the House Museum with Mark Stapp and Victor Sidy

 Tiki Time at Los Domingos Ranchos with Rochelle Anvik

 Australian Modern Icons: Groundbreaking Midcentury Houses with Ms.

Modernism Annalisa Capurro

October 15-17, 12n PT: Modernism Week's Fall Preview, this year online. There

are seven different programs. Six of the programs will be recorded, so you can

view them for up to 30 days. Join USModernist's George Smart and Rebekah

Laney as we attend Modernism Week's live party October 16 (by

Zoom)!  Details and tickets. 

November 6-8: Tickets for this year’s SarasotaMOD Weekend are on sale! This

year’s three-day festival will honor the art and architecture of Carl Abbott, FAIA,

who is internationally renowned for his modern work and is an original member

of the Sarasota School of Architecture. This year’s events include walking,

driving and kayaking tours, yoga at the iconic Umbrella House in Lido Shores,

and virtual presentations and videos by Abbott. The architect also will be

celebrated in two exhibitions that open MOD Weekend: Carl Abbott:

Architecture for Nature at the Sarasota Art Museum and an exhibit of his

sculpture at the Art Center Sarasota. With Covid-19 in mind, the Sarasota

Architectural Foundation has redesigned MOD events to meet CDC guidelines.

Safety considerations include timed entries, smaller groups, open-air venues
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and mandatory face coverings. For details and tickets, click here.

November 19-December 3: This year's Architecture and Design Film Festival is

online, with director Kyle Bergman's usual fabulous lineup of documentaries,

many being shown nationally for the first time. During the two-week time

period, you can watch any film whenever you want! The festival will run through

the Thanksgiving holiday, so while you're home with family and friends, you can

watch a few amazing design films together. Trailers. Tickets go on sale October

15. Films include:

 

A Machine to Live in / Aalto / Charlotte Perriand, Pioneer in the Art of Living /

Escher: Journey into Infinity / Frey I: The Architectural Envoy / Frey II: The

Architectural Interpreter / George Nakashima, Woodworker / Hollywood's

Architect: The Paul R. Williams Story / Magical Imperfection / Making a

Mountain / Richard Leplastrier: Framing the View / Short Films Program 1

/ Short Films Program 2 / The Arch / The Whole World / There Is No Place Like

This Place, Anyplace / Tokyo Ride 

________________________________________

Hat tips to Daniel Perrin, Catherine Westergaard Cramer, and Virginia

Faust.

 

NEW BOOKS
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Available now: Of Barns and Palaces. Largely self-taught as an architect, John

Yeon (1910-1994) designed some of the most beautiful and influential

structures in the Pacific Northwest, among them the Watzek House of 1937

which received national acclaim as a new paradigm of modern regional

architecture. Several of Yeon’s buildings are listed on the National Register of

Historic Places or have National Landmark status. At the same time, he built an

important legacy as a tireless advocate for parks and for the protection of

sweeping natural landscapes of the region, including the Columbia River Gorge

National Scenic Area. This book is devoted primarily to his residential

architecture and his unique approach to their design. 

Available now: a new book by DP Design, based in Singapore, explores how

designing an interior space really matters. Designing Change is a visual

discourse on the creative psyche of its interior-architects and how the firm has

articulated man’s relationship with the built environment in its design work.

Unique and engaging, the book offers an in-depth look at the fundamentals

and perceptions of interior spaces.

REGISTER TO VOTE IN NORTH CAROLINA: To register to vote or update your

registration, click here.  It's that easy. You must be registered by Friday, October

9. If you miss the deadline for the online registration, however, you can STILL

register and vote at an early voting site.

Fayetteville's Dan MacMillan died last week at 98. Dan was a gentle, creative,
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compassionate architect who loved connecting people with their dream

houses. Just last year, he came out with us to explore a recently renovated

Loewenstein house in Fayetteville. He was the star of  "After the Dust Settles," a

documentary on the destroyed Kistler-Hollstein House, produced by Jan

Johnson and Pat Wright, parts one and two. We will miss you, Dan.

Frank Harmon's Saidi House was featured recently in Walter Magazine. Photo

by Keith Isaacs.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid-century Modernist

houses. Preserve and protect the architecture you love by buying or renting

before the bulldozers come. Visit our exclusive statewide list.

USModernist and NCModernist are part of Modernist Archive Inc, a North Carolina 501C3 nonprofit

educational archive providing donors, volunteers, and advocates the information and organization they

require to passionately engage the documentation, preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist

architecture.  Copyright © 2008-2020, Modernist Archive, Inc., a 501C3 nonprofit educational archive dba

NCModernist and USModernist.  All rights reserved.
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