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USModernist and NCModernist are part of Modernist Archive Inc, a

501C3 nonprofit educational archive with a mission to provide to donors,

volunteers, and advocates the information and organization they require to

passionately engage in the documentation, preservation and promotion

of residential Modernist architecture.  View newsletter in browser. See past

newsletters. Online store.  

Monday, September 14, 2020

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

    

     

Get your firm, organization, company, studio, or practice connected to fans of the mid-

century Modernist movement documenting, preserving and promoting residential

Modernist design across the US!  Become a sponsor! 

 

New: Saturday, September 26, 8am-5pm. NCModernist Trickle Tour, Raleigh

NC, a Lucy Carol Davis design from the 1970s. 
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What's a trickle tour? It's where Modernist fans visit an unoccupied Modernist

house at a trickle of the normal rate, dramatically reducing the number of

people in the house — there will be no more than 4-5 people in the house at

the same time. Participants must wear masks while onsite and maintain a

minimum 6-foot distance from event staff and other participants. Details

and tickets. 

Thanks to DOCOMOMO-NY and other preservationists, the Edward Tafel House

is saved in New York.

AIA names the 2020 Housing Award winners.

Frank Gehry talks about his design for the very-long-awaited Eisenhower

memorial in Washington DC.

The house of Vann Molyvann, the Frank Lloyd Wright of Cambodia, is

threatened with demolition.

Beautifully restored Mid-century hotels across America.

Touring the William Krisel-designed Elvis and Priscilla Presley Honeymoon

house in Palm Springs, CA.

New to the USModernist Library:  Echoes, a newsletter-then-magazine that

shepherded in the revival of mid-century Modernism in the 1990s.

Mark your calendars for Monday, October 5 and Tuesday, October 6!
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Sponsored by MODhomes, it's the 10th year of the NCModernist

Architecture Movie Series, and this year we're ONLINE with the first of six

design films, one a month through March 2021.  First up, The New

Bauhaus (2019). You can watch from anywhere during the two days with

just about any device. Proceeds benefit the nonprofit documentation,

preservation, and promotion work of NCModernist. Tickets: TBA (we're still

working that out).

As the Nazis took over Germany, many of the displaced Bauhaus masters

found refuge in the United States. In 1937, László Moholy-Nagy came to

Chicago to start the New Bauhaus. The school was far from successful

initially, but through its various incarnations, Moholy-Nagy and his New

Bauhaus forever transformed design, photography and arts education in

America and beyond. In Chicago, The New Bauhaus evolved from its

origins at the German Bauhaus into an extraordinary flowering of

interdisciplinary design pedagogy premised on the notion that “the whole

field of contemporary architecture and design must be based upon an

indivisible unification of formerly separated and independent fields.”

Featuring Producer Alyssa Nahmias by Zoom for Q&A after the movie at

8pm ET on October 5. Series sponsor: Sarah Sonke of 
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New: #161/Modernism Media: Modernism Week attracts reporters and

photographers from all over the world. They make the flight or the drive into

Palm Springs to cover the architecture, the art, the lectures, the occasional

celebrity, and most of all, the lifestyle that we immerse ourselves into for all 11

days. Plus, there’s the huge economic impact of Modernism Week. From

Modernism Week 2020, George Smart talks with Desert Sun business reporter

Melissa Daniels, and later he visits with architecture photographer Elizabeth

Daniels and CURBED reporter Pauline O’Connor, just after a delicious

breakfast of Frittatas, waffles, granola, and bacon at the USModernist

compound. USModernist Radio is sponsored by Modernist realtor Angela

Roehl and Nichiha. New to podcasts? You can also listen to USModernist Radio

through any computer. See past shows. 

If you're ready to meet new people without leaving home, Lunch Club is a

brilliant new AI-driven service connecting professionals in a work-oriented non-

swipey way for expanding business and sharing resources. The service tells you

to pick some interests and asks follow-up questions that can lead to better

recommendations. You can add an image and links to your LinkedIn or Twitter

profiles if you’d like. Then Lunchclub asks you to write a brief biography that it

can use when it will introduce you to people it matches you with over email.

You can also provide some information on a good way to start a conversation

with you, which Lunchclub can also pass on to the people you meet. Sign up

here.
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The valiant effort to save the mid-century arena Century II in Wichita, KS,

continues. A judge ruled last week that the preservation proposition on the

ballot in November will not be binding on the city, even if it passes, despite the

organizers' following all procedures and adhering to Kansas statutes.

Preservationists have 30 days to file an appeal. A donor has offered to help

the fight by matching any donations through October 1. This is the biggest

Modernist fight in the Midwest, and the movement needs your support to

sustain the appeals process. Donate to Save Century II, POB 75037, Wichita KS

67275, or buy a t-shirt here.

  

Have you got old architecture magazines or architecture documentaries on

DVD or Blu-ray (or even 16 mm films)? We are collecting these for the

USModernist.org online archive. We provide free shipping, and you'll get a nice

tax deduction! Here's the list of magazines we need. We are especially looking

for Modern, Modernism, and Architecture+Urbanism. Contact George Smart

at george@usmodernist.org or 919.740.8407.

  

Getting a little bored? USModernist's crowd-research project needs

volunteers to scout the internet as we more fully document 8,000 iconic

Modernist houses across America. It's incredibly fun to put together clues, in

your sweatpants from your laptop, to find America's rich legacy of Modernist

design. We especially need volunteers in Asheville, Charlotte, Palm Springs, and

Los Angeles. Email archivist Carie Chesarino at carie@usmodernist.org.

  

Need some room?  Free pickup and a nice tax deduction for donating an

iconic mid-century chair, table or clock (Eames, Barcelona, Noguchi, Nelson,
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etc.). Contact Director of Development Rebekah Laney at

rebekah@usmodernist.org. 

Saturday, September 26: The Charlotte Mad About Modern Home Tour is

back for its 9th year – this year online. The kick-off event is at 6 pm Saturday

and highlights Charlotte Modernism with NCModernist founder George

Smart. Then step inside the renovated Cohen-Fumero House (designed by

Murray Whisnant and restored by Charlie Miller) and two other exceptional

mid-century modern homes from the safety and comfort of your own home.

Join The Dallas Architecture Forum, modTEXAS and UNT Special Collections for

two illuminating evenings focused on how architectural photography enriches

communities.

1. September 29:  ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY:  MID-CENTURY

THROUGH TODAY, Tuesday, 6 to 7 pm CT.  Program will be completed

prior to the 8 pm start of the Presidential Debate. Free to register.

2. October 6:  ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY: THE JOHN ROGERS AND

GEORGETTE DE BRUCHARD (UNT) ARCHIVAL COLLECTION. Free to

register.

_________________________________________

Hat tips to Daniel Perrin, Catherine Westergaard Cramer, and Virginia

Faust.
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NEW BOOKS

Available Now: Modern in the Middle: Chicago Houses 1929-1975, by Susan

Benjamin and Michelangelo Sabatino. Famed as the birthplace of that icon of

twentieth-century architecture, the skyscraper, Chicago also cultivated a more

humble but no less consequential form of modernism – the private

residence. Modern in the Middle: Chicago Houses 1929-75 explores the

substantial yet overlooked role that Chicago and its suburbs played in the

development of the modern single-family house in the twentieth century. In a

city often associated with the outsize reputations of Frank Lloyd Wright and

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, the examples discussed in this generously illustrated

book expand and enrich the story of the region’s built environment.

Available September 29:  Modern Architecture and the Lifeworld:  Essays in

Honor of Kenneth Frampton. This well-illustrated volume of essays by

prominent historians, scholars, and practitioners in architecture today honors

the vast and international scope of Kenneth Frampton’s seminal contributions

to the field of contemporary architectural practice and its history.

Available October 6: The Iconic American House / Architectural Masterworks

Since 1900 by Dominic Bradbury. A compendium of the most innovative and

influential residential buildings in the United States since the beginning of the

twentieth century, illustrated with over 400 color photographs. Some of the

world’s greatest architects, including Walter Gropius, Frank Lloyd Wright, and

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, have used their talents to create groundbreaking
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innovations in American residential architecture over the past 120 years.

Though wide-ranging in style, these houses share a remarkable sensitivity to

site and context; appreciation of local materials; experimentation with form,

materials, and technology; and understanding of clients’ needs. Spanning the

length and breadth of the United States, The Iconic American House features

fifty of the most important, timeless, and recognizable houses designed since

1900.

Available October 6: Resident Dog: Incredible Homes and the Dogs that Live

There, by Nicole England. Stylish, aspirational homes and the dogs that live in

them in a beautifully photographed celebration of style and canines. In this

stunningly photographed book of architecturally superb houses ― many of

them architects’ own homes ― we see how the presence of a dog brings

warmth and life to the most dramatic spaces. From mid-century raw brick to a

penthouse apartment, gracious Edwardian to Scandinavian modern, from beach

house to country retreat, there is always room for a dog or two. They trot, nap,

and sniff through every page, at times more rambunctious than their

surroundings, and at others perfectly in tune with the setting.

Available October 13: Wild Kitchen: Nature Loving Chefs at Home. With

environmental concerns at an all-time high, many of us are looking to promote

sustainability in everyday ways, especially at home. It is more important than

ever that our kitchen and dining spaces allow us to live in harmony with nature.

This glimpse into the home kitchens and dining areas of twenty of the world's

top chefs, food bloggers, and restaurateurs reveals inspiring ways that the

food-obsessed are embracing the "wild" at home in their everyday cooking and

dining. From a chef who experiments with herbs in a city apartment to a
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blogger who forages with her family in a local forest, each personality's

featured kitchen story offers a behind-the-scenes view of their unique cooking

philosophy along with their insider tips for creating a unique kitchen

space. Each chef – from Julia Sherman and David Tanis to Judy Williams (of Via

Carota) and Rita Sodi – provides a simple recipe that uses their favorite natural

ingredients.

Triangle Modern Architecture, the long-awaited and gorgeous 250-page

coffee-table book by Victoria Ballard Bell, is now available for pre-sale! Learn

how the Triangle became one of the largest concentrations of Modernism in

the country. Includes rich histories and beautiful photography of houses in

Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill designed by Milton Small, Frank Harmon, Brian

Shawcroft, Kenneth Hobgood, Arthur Cogswell, and George Matsumoto, among

many others. Victoria Ballard Bell is a licensed architect and published

architectural writer. She grew up in a mid-century Modern house and

developed her passion for Modern design at the University of Virginia, where

she received master's degrees in architecture and urban planning. Her

appreciation for excellent, regionally based Modern design has developed

further in the Triangle region of North Carolina, where she has lived for twenty

years. Order here. Expected delivery early October.  Feature in

Architects+Artisans.

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid-century Modernist

houses. Preserve and protect the architecture you love by buying or renting

before the bulldozers come. Visit our exclusive statewide list here.
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