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USModernist and NCModernist are part of Modernist Archive Inc, a

501C3 nonprofit educational archive with a mission to provide to donors,

volunteers, and advocates the information and organization they require to

passionately engage in the documentation, preservation and promotion

of residential Modernist architecture.  View newsletter in browser. See past

newsletters. Online store.  
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Get your firm, organization, company, studio, or practice connected to fans of the mid-

century Modernist movement documenting, preserving and promoting residential

Modernist design across the US!  Become a sponsor! 

Do you or your family administer a donor-advised fund? Right now, non-profits

like USModernist are working harder than ever, and over $120 billion sits

unused in donor-advised funds and community foundations across the country.
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Sponsored by a couple who were early stockholders in Microsoft,

the #HalfMyDAF challenge aims to put these charitable dollars to work now,

when and where they're needed most. Anyone who makes a grant to

USModernist and commits to granting half the money from their DAF before

September 30 gives us the chance to be one of 150 non-profits to get a

matching grant of up to $25,000. The more people who nominate USModernist,

the better our chances. You can learn more about the #HalfMyDAF challenge at

halfmydaf.com, and you can nominate USModernist for a matching donation

using this form. 

Winners of the 2020 Phil Freelon Design Competition.

Australia's leading Modernist preservation advocate, Tim Ross, takes you back

to Australia's modern pavilion for the 1967 World Expo in Montreal, Canada.  

A rare revival: an Eliot Noyes house in Dover, MA, destroyed recently, was

presumed dead and gone,  site for yet another McMansion. In a rare and

welcome move, the owners are bringing it back, better than ever. Hat top to

Phil Cox, architect behind the revival.

A fascinating review of unbuilt projects:  the Reddit unbuilt forum.

Some wild and crazy times: the heyday, the demise, and the legacy of the

Institute for Architecture and Urban Studies,1967–84.
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New: #159/Streaming Architecture: From Robin Boyd to Harry Seidler to

Glenn Murcutt, there’s a lot to love in Australian architecture, and today we

talk with Dustin Clare and Camille Keenan, the producers behind a new global

architecture streaming service and within it a new streaming series on

Australian design. Their new architecture series, Inspired Architecture,

premiered recently on their new streaming architecture and design network,

shelter.stream. USModernist Radio is sponsored by Modernist realtor Angela

Roehl and Nichiha. New to podcasts? You can also listen to USModernist Radio

through any computer. See past shows. 

  

Need some room?  Free pickup and a nice tax deduction for donating an

iconic mid-century chair, table or clock (Eames, Barcelona, Noguchi, Nelson,

etc.). Contact Director of Development Rebekah Laney at

rebekah@usmodernist.org. 

Saturday, September 12, 8am-5pm. NCModernist Trickle Tour IV, Siler

City NC. It's the Blair House, an award-winning Arthur Cogswell design from the

1960s. What's a trickle tour? It's where Modernist fans visit

an unoccupied Modernist house at a trickle of the normal rate, dramatically

reducing the number of people in the house — there will be no more than

five people in the house at the same time. Participants must wear masks

while onsite and maintain a minimum 6-foot distance from event staff and

other participants. Details and tickets. 
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September 26-27: The Charlotte Mad About Modern Home Tour is back for

its 9th year – this year online. The kick-off event is at 6 pm Saturday

and highlights Charlotte Modernism with NCModernist founder George

Smart. Then step inside the renovated Cohen-Fumero House (designed by

Murray Whisnant and restored by Charlie Miller) and two other exceptional

mid-century modern homes from the safety and comfort of your own home.

October 16-19 - The AIA Austin, TX, Virtual Tour: The oldest and longest-

running AIA tour in America, the AIA Austin annual Homes Tour is coming soon

– online and available to a global audience. Early Bird tickets are $25 and can be

purchased here through September 13. A VIP package for $85 is also on sale

now. There are nine houses from firms including alterstudio architecture and

Mell Lawrence Architects (a combined project), baldridgeARCHITECTS, Tim

Cuppett Architects, Charles Di Piazza Architecture, Mark Odom Studio,

Thoughtbarn, Jobe Corral Architects, Studio 512 — Nicole Blair, and Hugh

Jefferson Randolph Architects. Ticket-holders will have access to a variety of

programming, including 360-degree virtual walkthroughs, floor plans, videos

and live online sessions with architects and select design collaborators on

Saturday and Sunday, October 17 and 18. VIP offerings include access all four

days, two online parties that include the closing reception on October 18, plus

goodies including the printed tour catalogue, a tote bag and a t-shirt. Details. 

  

Have you got old architecture magazines or architecture documentaries on

DVD or Blu-ray (or even 16 mm films)? We are collecting these for the

USModernist.org online archive. We provide free shipping, and you'll get a nice

tax deduction! Here's the list of magazines we need. We are especially looking
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for Modern, Modernism, and Architecture+Urbanism. Contact George Smart

at george@usmodernist.org or 919.740.8407.

  

Getting a little bored? USModernist's crowd-research project needs

volunteers to scout the internet as we more fully document 8,000 iconic

Modernist houses across America. It's incredibly fun to put together clues, in

your sweatpants from your laptop, to find America's rich legacy of Modernist

design. We especially need volunteers in Asheville, Charlotte, Palm Springs, and

Los Angeles. Email archivist Carie Chesarino at carie@usmodernist.org.

_________________________________________

Hat tips to Daniel Perrin, Catherine Westergaard Cramer, and Virginia

Faust.

 

The legendary Triangle builder Leon Meyers is retiring, announced BuildSense

of Durham, NC, where he is a partner. After 50 years as a leader in the

construction industry, Leon leaves a Jedi-knight-level legacy of beautifully

crafted Modernist houses. Better yet, he did things few builders do well. If you

called him, he would almost always call back the same day. If Leon committed

to a project deadline, you could roll up your moving truck that day and the

house would be ready. His knowledge of Modernist materials like concrete and

glass and steel and his expertise in geometric anomalies common in Modernist

houses was unparalleled. Leon follows in the tradition of Modernist master

North Carolina builders such as Frank Walser of Raleigh, the Murrays in
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Wilmington, and Van Thomas in Siler City. Leon was inducted into the North

Carolina Housing Hall of Fame. He is a past president of the Home Builders

Association (HBA) of Durham, Orange, & Chatham counties and was awarded

Builder of the Year, Director of the Year, and Recruiter of the Year. BuildSense is

honoring him through a scholarship fund with the HBA of Durham, Orange, &

Chatham Counties Foundation, Inc. The L.E. Meyers Scholarship will be awarded

annually to a person preparing for a career in the trades. If you

want to contribute in Leon's honor, visit here.

From Oxford American: Architecture in the American South.

New to the NC Architects archive: Tab Bonidy of Hendersonville NC.

Triangle Modern Architecture, the long-awaited and gorgeous 250-page

coffee-table book by Victoria Ballard Bell, is now available for pre-sale! Learn

how the Triangle became one of the largest concentrations of Modernism in

the country. Includes rich histories and beautiful photography of houses in

Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill designed by Milton Small, Frank Harmon, Brian

Shawcroft, Kenneth Hobgood, Arthur Cogswell, and George Matsumoto, among

many others. Victoria Ballard Bell is a licensed architect and published

architectural writer. She grew up in a mid-century Modern house and

developed her passion for Modern design at the University of Virginia, where

she received master's degrees in architecture and urban planning. Her

appreciation for excellent, regionally based Modern design has developed

further in the Triangle region of North Carolina, where she has lived for twenty

years. Order here.
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Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid-century Modernist

houses. Preserve and protect the architecture you love by buying or renting

before the bulldozers come. Visit our exclusive statewide list here.

USModernist and NCModernist are part of Modernist Archive Inc, a North Carolina 501C3 nonprofit

educational archive providing donors, volunteers, and advocates the information and organization they

require to passionately engage the documentation, preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist

architecture.  Copyright © 2008-2020, Modernist Archive, Inc., a 501C3 nonprofit educational archive dba

NCModernist and USModernist.  All rights reserved.
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