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Visit www.ncmodernist.org and www.usmodernist.org for 

free access to our extensive archives of North Carolina 

and national residential Modernist architecture.  See past 

newsletters.  
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North Carolina Modernist Houses (NCMH) is a 501C3 nonprofit educational 

archive that provides donors, volunteers, and advocates the information 

and organization they require to passionately engage the documentation, 

preservation, and promotion of residential Modernist architecture.  Learn 

more at www.ncmodernist.org.  
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Raleigh Architecture (Craig Kerins and Robby Johnston) swept 

the AIA North Carolina 2018 Residential Design Awards last week, 

taking three of six for the Parks Residence, Hungry Neck Residence, 

and Chappell-Smith Residence, photos above.  Also receiving 

residential design awards:  in situ studio (Erin Sterling Lewis and 

Matt Griffith) for the Nolintha Residence, Tonic Design (Katherine 

Hogan and Vinny Petrarca) for the Hillcrest Residence, and SILO 

AR+D for the Hillside Rock house.  Bob Thomas won the prestigious 

Kamphoefner Prize for exemplary career achievement in Modernist 

design. Photos by Keith Isaacs. 
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Is your business (food, art, 
architecture, construction, 
furniture, fixtures) looking 

for customers who love 
good design?  Up to 200 
people attend our monthly 

design parties.  The next 
one could be at your office 
or studio - or at a client 

location showing off your 
work.  Email Rebekah 
Laney, 

rebekah@ncmodernist.org.   
 

 

 

Join the NCMH Mod 
Squad!  Your 
membership provides 

capacity for us to 
document, preserve, 
and promote Modernist 

residential architecture 
throughout the state 
and the 

 

 

Last call: Modernism Week in Palm Springs, February 19-24: 

If you're into architecture, you don't want to miss USModernist's 

wildly popular annual trip to Palm Springs for Modernism Week. 

There's no other place in America with as many mid-century Modern 

houses per square mile with thousands of Modernist houses and 

buildings. There's our own free private open bar, available every 

afternoon and early evening when we aren't touring. Airfare 

included!  Plus, free Uber around town!  And an exclusive ticket to 

USModernist’s first benefit party at the Kirk Douglas House!  Pretty 

sweet, eh?  The registration deadline is 5pm EST tomorrow 

Tuesday, October 23.  Just 2 seats left. Details.  

 

 

Brutalism around the world from Brazil to China.  A huge Ray and 

Charles Eames exhibition in Oakland. Toronto's Modernist buildings 

start to fall.  Rethinking the Modernist house museum.  Hat tips to 

Daniel Perrin. 

 

 

Now on USModernist Radio: We're checking out other design 
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nation.  Benefits vary 

by level.  Check it out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

podcasts around the country and this week it's the host of 

LA's Convo By Design, Josh Cooperman.  His masterful podcast 

Convo by Design tells powerful and inspiring stories of how 

architects, artists, designers, tastemakers and influencers make a 

difference in our lives, build their brands, and delight their 

clients. USModernist Radio is sponsored by Angela Roehl, your 

special real estate agent for Modernist houses.  Listen via 

iTunes.  Listen on Android devices and PC's.  View past episodes. 

 

                   

Tuesday, November 6, 7pm:  One Big Home, part of the 

ModHomes Architecture Movie Series, Alamo Drafthouse, 
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Raleigh.  Thomas Bena, a filmmaker and carpenter in Martha's 

Vineyard takes off his tool belt and over ten years documents 

homeowners and builders and the community as giant 

McMansions take over the tranquil island.  Afterwards, we will 

have Q&A with Thomas Bena via Facetime!  And of course, door 

prizes!  

 

The Alamo Drafthouse has a full bar, over 50 draft beers, a 

restaurant menu (the food is great), and service at your movie seat 

or in their huge lobby. Mod Squad Terrazzo Level members get in 

free until capacity is reached, so get there early and relax - there 

are only 100 seats!  General public, $11/person.  Hang out 

afterwards in the lobby and catch up with friends!  Sponsored by 

Sarah Sonke of ModHomes Realty, NC State University 

Libraries, and in situ studio. Details. 

 

 

 

Modernism Week, the organization, has a new Europe cruise 

centered around midcentury modern design, architecture, art, and 

culture. ModernismWeek@Sea sounds pretty sweet, but by the time 

you read this, it may be sold out. 

 

 

 

Behind every world class Modernist architect there are only a few 
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builders who really know WTH they are doing.  John de la Vaux 

was John Lautner's go-to builder.  He could translate anything 

from paper to structure and not sacrifice the design.  He died at 

106, the very last of Lautner's original builders - and the best.  This 

incredible duo produced the Carling, the Harvey, Harpel 1 and 2, the 

Mid Town School, Gootgeld, and Lautner's most famous house for 

many years (until the Sheats Goldstein came along), the 

Chemosphere, shown above. 

 

Jonathan Skow, Modernist homeowner and co-founder of Trina 

Turk Designs with his wife Trina Turk, died at 55.  Hat tip to Alan 

Hess. 

 

  

 

Thursday, November 8, 6-8pm, join Jason Queen at the Ware 

Townhomes, 400 Chavis Way, Raleigh.  Party hosted at the Transfer 

Company next door, a 43,000sf food hall with Videri Chocolate 

Factory, Locals Seafood, Burial Beer, Benchwarmers Bagels, 

Saxapahaw General Store, Sushinara, Captain Cookie and the 

Milkman, Che Empanadas, and more!  Thirst4Architecture is our 
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free monthly party for anyone with a huge crush on Modernist 

architecture - sponsored throughout 2018 by Modernist realtor 

Angela Roehl. Details. 

 

 

Join the NCMH volunteer team and become part of the movement 

documenting, preserving, and promoting residential Modernist 

design in North Carolina! 

 

 

 

Vacancy, not development, is the enemy of mid-century Modernist 

houses. Preserve and protect the architecture you love by buying or 

renting before the bulldozers come a few years from now.  Visit our 

exclusive statewide list!  
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Learn about the work of USModernist through our new video - shot in Palm Springs 

last February during Modernism Week - with special guests Alan Hess and Mark 

Davis.   
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