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NCMH is proud to recognize excellence in Modernist house design each year. The 

2016 George Matsumoto Prize is North Carolina’s highest design honor 

exclusively for recent Modernist houses.  The Prize is in its 5th year with $6,000 
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in awards, a killer jury, and state, national, and international recognition and 

publicity.  The 2016 George Matsumoto Prize is open to anyone with primary 

design responsibility for a completely built, from-the-ground-up, single-family 

Modernist house of at least 800 heated sf with a CO on or after January 1, 

2011.  The house must be located in North Carolina; the designer/architect can 

be from anywhere.  Renovations, additions, multi-family, or any house that won 

a past Matsumoto Prize jury or public award are ineligible.  

 

The Jury: 

Ray Kappe, Los Angeles * Alison Brooks, London 

Joshua Prince-Ramus, New York * Harry Wolf, Los Angeles 

Charles McMurray, Miami * Nathan Crowley, Los Angeles 

  

Entering your work for the 2016 George Matsumoto Prize shows off your most 

creative residential designs and exposes the public to the architecture they 

really love.   Submitting for the Prize is one of the best returns on investment 

for exposure to Modernist fans and potential clients across the state and the 

country. Submissions open May 1 and close May 23. Details, dates, and 

submission requirements.  

 

NCMH magnets for your (fridge or car) are flying off the shelf here at HQ!  Show 

your support for Modernist houses and NCMH's documentation, preservation, 
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and promotion work throughout North Carolina and the nation. Only $1 plus 

shipping.  You know you want a few.  Details. 

 

New NC architect profile: Bunny Hines of Wilmington. 

 

One of the Bernstein family responds to the recent destruction of 

their beloved house in Charlotte. 

 

Meet Robby Johnston, Craig Kerins, Frank Harmon, and Vinny 

Petrarca, the residential winners of the 2016 AIA Triangle Design Awards. 

 

Neutra's VDL house in LA has several cool events coming up!  Hat tip to Dion 

Neutra. 

 

Four Women FAIA's share their stories in Raleigh.  Hat tip to Virginia Faust. 

 

Many thanks to Carole and Rick Marcotte for hosting NCMH in Asheville at 

their fabulous Bert King house last weekend.  Carole also was instrumental in 

helping us arrange houses for the NCMH Mountain Modern tour.  Thanks very 

much to all the homeowners on the tour with houses designed by Rob Carlton, 

Scott Huebner, John Rogers, Jason Weil, and lots more by Bert King. 

 

AIA Charlotte's newsletter really rocks with good stories:  here are a few from 

last week: 

• How 10 Architects Used the Same Box of White Legos.  

• Architects Revamp Ikea's Flat-Packed Furniture. 

• 5 Movies from the Master Storytellers of Architecture. 

Service notice:  Starting Thursday, April 21, NCMH will be moving, digitally, to a 

new server to dramatically increase download speed and reduce downtime.  For 

example, our largest file, which takes 4 hours to download now, will take only 5 

minutes.  However, the site and ALL EMAIL will likely be down Thursday, Friday, 

and possibly through the weekend during the changeover.  Reach George Smart 

at gsmart@nc.rr.com during the transition. 
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 ____________________________________________ 

  

E V E N T S 

____________________________________________  

   

 

This Thursday, April 21, 6-8pm.  NCMH’s monthly Thirst4Architecture design 

networking party is at Hamilton Hill, Brightleaf Square, Durham. T4A design 

networking events are sponsored by Emilie Huin, specializing in the sale of 

Modernist homes throughout the Triangle.  Free, open to the public. Come meet 

people who are into the same things you are!   Directions and details. 

 

2016 Preservation Durham Annual Home 

Tour, Bull City Bungalow Days, is this 

Saturday-Sunday, April 23 and 24, 12-

4pm each day, focusing on bungalows in 

North Gate Park, Old North Durham, 

Golden Belt and Watts Hillandale. 

 

Today is the last day to get tickets 

through NCMH. Starting tomorrow, get them here. 

 

   

 

 

 
Your unused Hilton 

points can support 

NCMH's work 

documenting, 
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Thursday, May 19, 6-8pm.  NCMH’s monthly Thirst4Architecture design 

networking party/happy hour is at TRIG Modern, at their new location, 1053 East 

Whitaker Mill Road, Raleigh.  T4A design networking events are sponsored 

by Emilie Huin, specializing in the sale of Modernist homes throughout the 

Triangle.  Free, open to the public.  Directions and details. 

____________________________________________ 

 

O N G O I N G 

____________________________________________ 

Sadly, the Cherry/Gordon case lives on 

in Raleigh.  Neighbor Gail Wiesner, 

having lost her case in Wake County 

Superior Court, having lost again at the North Carolina Court of Appeals, filed 

yet another appeal, this time to the North Carolina Supreme Court. Want to help 

with the enormous legal costs of defending this house?  The NCMH Legal 

Defense Fund (LDF) provides technical assistance, funding for legal 

representation, and other support services to endangered Modernist houses in 

North Carolina as determined by NCMH. From preserving historically significant 

Modernist houses to standing for due process for new Modernist houses under 

threat, the LDF actively advocates for North Carolina's great legacy of Modernist 

residential architecture. Details. 

preserving, and 

promoting Modernist 

houses.  Just visit 

PointWorthy; 

login/signup for a free 

PointWorthy account, 

link your HHonors, then 

click to donate points.  
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Help find the missing recording:  Frank Lloyd Wright spoke in Raleigh in 

May of 1950.  At the time it was the biggest architecture lecture in history, with 

over 5,000 attending in then-new Reynolds Coliseum on the campus of NC State 

University.  We've heard that this landmark talk got recorded, and we're on 

the hunt for a copy.  If you've ever heard of someone who taped it, or you've 

got any other clues, please contact George Smart at george@ncmodernist.org or 

919.740.8407.   

  

 

Purge, purge, purge!  Got old architecture magazines in your office, 

basement, or attic?  NCMH's Colossus Archive welcomes donations of 

mainstream architecture magazines especially Architectural Forum, House + 

Home, GA Houses, Residential Architect, Metropolis, Arts+Architecture, 

Architect, AIA Journal, Architecture, and Progressive 

Architecture.  Please reply to this email or call George Smart at 919.740.8407 

to arrange free pickup or shipping. 
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Needin' some lovin':  The classic 1951 A. M. and Ruth Fleishman Residence, 

2614 Morganton Road, Fayetteville NC. Designed by Greensboro's celebrated 

architect Edward Loewenstein. Jim Brandt was the draftsman. Built by Ed 

Rynick. This endangered Modernist house, on the market for three years, 

has recently been cleaned up and you can really see the masterful 

design.  Additional photos.  Details in For Sale, Endangered Section.   

 

 

Now at the Bechtler Museum in Charlotte NC.  The House that Modernism 

Built presents mid-20th century art alongside furniture, textile and ceramic 

holdings on loan from various institutions including Eames Office, Herman Miller 

Archives, the NCSU Gregg Museum of Art & Design and private collectors.  The 

exhibition illustrates how the modern aesthetic shaped people’s lives during the 

20th century including groundbreaking choices of material and technique by 

Victor Vasarely, Zoltan Kemeny, Kenneth Noland, Roy Lichtenstein, 

Charles and Ray Eames, Alexander Girard, and Buckminster Fuller. Details. 
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Phil Freelon Exhibition:  The NCSU African American Cultural Center is 

hosting his design work in the gallery on the second floor of the Witherspoon 

Student Center through June 30th. That also extends to the Talley Student 

Union with additional projects.  201 Witherspoon Student Center, NC State 

University, 2810 Cates Avenue, Raleigh. 
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