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fully protected by a tough, lasting paint coating.
BERGER is what you need. Painter-approved, Home e ANTI-FUNGUS
Owner recommended, backed by 210 years of technical
knowledge of paints and painting — that’s Berger.
BERGER offers a complete range of finishes, ‘
each one specially formulated to do its job. " o——
Ring 923-6226 or 933-9116 and ask for Trevor Neale of the
Technical Department or Margaret Lubsey of

the Colour Advisory Services. They'll

give you all the advice you need absolutely free.

Put Berger on the job . . . you’ll be glad you did!
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... Contractors for the supply and
wnstallation of Lafetime “‘Security’

Chain Lank Fencing throughout Jamaica.

’’’’’’’

Further Information and Quotations Phone: 928 - 4460, 928 -- 2957 - 8 or visit our Plant.
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NEW STYLING

for better bathrooms everywhere

ARMITAGE GENUINE VITREOUS CHINA

The brilliant, glass-hard glaze is permanently resistant to scratching,
as well as the action of corrosive and other liquids, cigarette burns
and extremes of temperature. It cannot rust and is guaranteed
never to craze-hence Armitage Genuine Vitreous China provides
no foothold for germs or bacteria and will remain hygienic

throughout its long life.
Sole Agents in Jamaica

LEONARD de GORDOVA LTD.

Little Port Royal Street, Kingston. (Tel.929-5570)

Tropical Plaza, Kingston (Tel.936-1715)

Riverton City, Kingston (Tel.923-9241)

Manchester Shopping Centre, Mandeville (Tel.962-3115)

5 Wards Avenue, Mandeville (Succs.) to V.M.Bromfield Ltd. (Tel.962-2037)

Fustic Avenue, Montego Bay (Tel.952-3266)
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This roll-former
assures you

of flawless aluminium
roofing and siding
sheets

Alprojam’s modern roll-former geared to
turn out flawless aluminium sheeting

is part of several tons of advanced
equipment set up in their fabrications
plant at 379 Spanish Town Road, in
Kingston, to produce the highest quality
aluminium roofing and siding sheets

for Jamaica. When your aluminium
sheeting comes from Alprojam, you can
be assured you have got the finest,
defect-free sheeting to work with.

mavailable in long lengths to order
mchoice of beautiful colours
mnatural stucco finish
mvariety of thicknesses
mnumber of different profiles

Overlap end ribs —
Push down — Snap — Sealed!

WIDE TROUGH

SNAPRIB (Interlock)

INDUSTRIAL PROFILE

Made in Jamaica by

ALPROJAM

ALCAN PRODUCTS OF JAMAICA LIMITED.

379 Spanish Town Road, Kingston 11. Telephone 39251

For further information CAI.I. 39251

Jamaica Architect Issue 8



Wall to wall
Fashion

A FRESH CONGEPT IN
INTERIOR WALL DESIGN.

See MOVAWALL and see beauty and
flexibility in wall fashion and function.

MOVAWALL is a distinctive new concept |

in interior wall design

which has far reaching implications

for the buildings of tomorrow.

At right - Dry Wall Partitions,

sound treated and semi-glazed
demountable partition by MOVAWALL
an integral part of the distinctive
interior created for

Conditioned Air Corporation Ltd.,
Hagely Park Road.

Architects McMorris Sibley Robinson
Contractors lvan D. Arscott Ltd.

odern
8 Old Hope Rd .,

Kgn. 5,da. W.I.

rtitions Telephone: 936-3385

LIMITED Cable: Mopart.

An Associate of CARPET & DRAPES-LTD.

Dishwashers

wash dishes cleaney
than your household-

help can.

It’s a fact. Nobody can wash a dish cleaner
than a Hotpoint dishwasher. Your dishes and
glasses come out looking so clean you'd almost
think they were new. And you don’t even
have to wipe them after they’ve been washed.
The Hotpoint Dishwasher dries automatically.
Come in and see our range of Hotpoint
Dishwashers soon. You can probably live
without one, but why deprive yourself of

the good things in life?

ABDULLA C.MARZOUCA

157 Orange Street, Kingston and in the Village
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WOLMANIZED
PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER

The ldeal
Building
- Material.

Glueable:

Bonds easily,

ideal for use with
phenolic resins,
resorcinol glues

and other adhesives

Non-Corrosive:
Has no corrosive effect
on imbedded metal;
nails and bolts remain sound.

Wolmanized

Fibre-Fixed:

f Protectlorf is . } Odouriess: . (,illean. s
permanent in-the-wood Cannot spoil ice or food, Paintable: N i
et the sanie odour Takes paint as easily of untreated lumber.

as ordinary wood. as untreated lumber.

WOOD PRESERVATION LTD.

695 SPANISH TOWN ROAD, KINGSTON 11. FUSTIC ROAD, P.0. BOX 97, MONTEGO BAY.
TELEPHONE 923 - 6270 TEL: MONTEGO BAY 952 - 2264

Available from the following:
Leonard DeCordova Ltd.
Hardware & Lumber Ltd.
Rapid Vulcanizing Co. Ltd.
Webster Lumber Co. Ltd.
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ofthe
rainbow?
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Nature made it so that man could
capture its brightness and beauty : g
in a can of paint — Sherwin

Williams. The pcolours are just ‘ SHERWIN,
different, nice and bright, the way
nature meant them to be — like
the colours of the rainbow.

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PUNTS

Sign of the best, Don't take less.

STRUCTURAL
STEEL PROFILES

...adaptable to the widest
Mechanical and
Structural applications

PORTAL FRAMES: Under construction in
R.H.S. is this 120 ft. span 3 pinned portal
frames — erected with light-weight lifting
tackle.

P

“SHSEINE <1 AIRCASES: Here R.H.S. are

m~ U;‘ —n X used for handrailing on the stair
: & case of a road over-pass.

ROOF TRUSSES: In Workshop Construct-
jon R.H.S. are used along with rolled Steel
Sections to provide this umbrella type con-
struction.

Recognizing its great advantages and adaptability to a wide
range of applications, Design Engineers and Architects are
increasingly turning to the usage of R.H.S. Steel ... R.H.S.
(Rectangular Hollow Sections) Steel is practical and econom-
ical. It is available in the widest range of sizes obtainable for
Rectangular Hollow Sections with square profiles from %"
x %' x.072" to 16" x 16" x.500” - and rectangular profiles
from 2’ x 1" x.104** to 18" x 14" x.5600".

As representatives for R.H.S. we can fabricate any component
to your specifications and are always prepared to give prompt
and expert technical assistance and information - just tele-
phone, telegraph or call us.

eGINAL, INDUSTRIAL SALES DIVISION
AITKEN 7-8 EAST PARADE KINGSTON
TELEPHONE: 922-5470 and 932-2979

LiM|TED
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Take a closer look. You

could be losing money
site=mixing.

Ever added up the entire cost of site-mixing? Not just in
raw cash, but in time and efficiency? In overheads for
hiring or maintaining a site-mixer? In extra labour for
cleaning up the site afterwards? In loss of cement or
aggregate from carelessness or pilfering? And loss of

quality from incorrect mixing or foreign matter in the
mixture?

Take even a closer look. You're probably losing more
money than you think from delays that mean late jobs.

Now examine the advantages of Jamaica Pre-Mix
concrete. Pre-Mix is convenient, comes promptly to
your site ready to pour and is scientifically formulated
from raw materials accurately specified and strictly
quality-controlled.

Why not let Jamaica Pre-Mix wvorry about labour,
equipment costs, raw material inventories and the other
expenses that burden site-mixers? We can extend you 30
days credit and offer a cash discount for payments made
within 14 days.

Jamaica
Pre-Mix Limited

31 Molynes Rd., Kgn. 10, Phone 926-3420
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Manufactured in Jamaica by \

AGEALLEN

DAGE SERVICE LTD. ENGINEERING LTD.

22b Old Hope Road, Kingston 5, 1A OLYMPIC WAY, KGN ]1
\_ Telephone 926-3325 j PHONE 923-6244

FACTORY, KITCHEN, HOME

INDUSTRIAL, LABORATORY M
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The Architect’s Best Friend
and
undoubtedly Jamaica’s

Leading
Lithographers

Call Horace (ondell- - Nathan Taylor - 922-0420
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We've buil

_future

ideas in
better

products

The future — not too far away sometimes
New Projects, New Buildings seem to spring up overnight.
Some seem to go to pieces just as fast.
Wouldn't you like to know that the building products
you use are pre-tested in special laboratoties
to ensure reliability in design as well as construction?
CMP products are — and we will continue to seek new ways
to manufacture better products to give
years of worry free operation.

vent=vue

BUILDING PRODUCTS o

From CARIBBEAN METAL PRODUCTS LTD. . %
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237 Marcus Garvey Drive, Kingston 11, Phone 923 - 6634

Montego Bay 19 Water Lane, P.O. Box 112, Phone 952 - 2815
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LIFE ASSURANCE

JAMAICA MUTUAL

LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY
VICTORIA MUTUAL
BUILDING SOCIETY
INSURANCE LINKED SAVINGS

Under an Insurance-Linked Building
Society Savings Scheme, Investors
enjoy the benefits of Life Assurance
coupled with a handsome yield on
their savings. All premiums paid enjoy
relief from income tax subject to the
normal limits applicable to ordinary
Life Assurance Policies.
ADVANTAGES OF JAMAICA
MUTUAL/VICTORIA MUTUAL
Life Insurance-Linked Building
Society Savings are:

HIGH YIELD

The equivalent of up to 18.6% per

annum gross over 10 years if you

pay income tax, at the standard

rate (37%%).

LIFE COVER

Immediate and generous Life Cover

provided — 180 times monthly

premium.

AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

Withdrawal may be made at any time

during the 10 year term.

MORTGAGE PRIORITY

Victoria Mutual regards participants

in the Life Insurance-Linked Building

Society Savings Scheme as

investing members for the purpose

of deciding priority for mortgages.

The Jamaica Mutual/Victoria Mutual

Life Insurance-Linked Building

Society Savings Scheme is open to

savers of either sex who:

1. are over the age of 10 years and
not yet 50 years of age.

2. are in good health and can
answer satisfactorily a few simple
questions in the Proposal.

3. are prepared to make a regular
monthly payment of not less
than 8 4.00.

For further particulars contact:

“AICTORIA MUTUAL,

6 DUKE STREET, KINGSTON.

Mondays to Fridays — 8:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
DOING THE BUSINESS OF A SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION.

Jamaica

add an
Sarol
_—ad distinction
(ovour
home with

Diilton

the first name in

Bathroom Luxury in Royal Doulton vitreous
china is gracious living you can afford.
* superb craftsmanship
highest design standards
silent, syphonic flushing
functional efficiency assured
_heavy chrome, ultramodern fittings
various colours available
utiful and lasting finish
me skills that create the famous Royal
ton figures also create the finest sanitary-

*
*
*
*
*
*

Contact:

MASTERMAX LTD.

44 Barry Street, Kingston — Phone 929-5050
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Look
before you leap

It is always wise to check on the probabilities
before making irrevocable commitments.

For example, before planning your building project.
call our INFORMATION CENTRE for advice

on the availability of particular building products,
if they can be imported and what are the

available substitutes. We can fill you in on the
construction picture with complete free information
that will enable you to plan wisely ahead to

meet your construction deadlines and come in for
trouble-free landings on all your building operations.

Call 933-9131
for service you can build on

@’ARDWARE & LUMBER!

RIVERTON CITY
A MEMBER OF THE PAN-JAMAICAN GROUP OF COMPANIES

Jamaica Architect. Issue 8

13




9000

OF GONCRETE
ON THE SPOT

—
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A continuous flow of concrete
affording you minimum placing
costs and the ultimate in control.
Because we mix on the spot you
cut transportation costs,
minimize haulage distance, and
reduce segregation.

It also helps us to be precise

And we mean on the spot.

Not up the road or down the road
— but on the spot. Just imagine,

we can give you over 2,000 cu. yds.
of concrete in one continuous pour.
And that’s not all we can do for you
We're the first with central mix
batching in Jamaica;

the first with the plant than can

give you continuous conveyor belt
delivery from plant to site of pour.
Think what this means.

in our quality control.
Why not give us a call next time
you’re planning to build.

Batch plant and concrete conveyors in action at Revere
Alumina Plant, Maggotty, St. Elizabeth

TOWNEND & GODFREY CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
18 & 25 De Carteret Road, Mandeville, Jamaica, Tel: 2285, 2297, 2701.
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THE NEW

BANKOF JAMAICA

Now Under Construction

--------- il

R
T T TR T TR TR R

ARCHITECTS: RUT’KOWSKI, BRADFORD & PARTNERS

This is a newly created island site, located between the southern extensions of East and Duke
Streets, in an area which now accommodates Warehouses attached to the Royal Mail Wharf.
Although furthest from the existing Banking centre it contains the largest ground area. It was
finally accepted, principally because of its location on the waterfront, which affords fine views
of the Harbour and the Palisadoes. It also provides ideal vehicular access, and an opportunity to
integrate the waterfront with the Bank complex in the form of a promenade with landscaping,
as envisaged by the Planners.

The location of this waterfront site provides a suitable setting for a National Bank, which is
sympathetic with the high architectural standards demanded in establishing its quality and
character.

D = con t An impression of impregnability and total security must be a prime factor in the design of a
es'gl1 cep Central Bank; the building must instil confidence by the strength of its physical proportions.
This requirement could well result in a building of ponderous solidarity; the design which has

been produced, however, has a refinement of detail which reflects an image of the rapidly
developing Jamaican economy.

The character of the complex has also been influenced by the location of the site, the massing
of the elements being related to existing and projected development in the vicinity.

The design contains two main elements — the 4 storey Bank building and a 14 storey office
tower; both buildings being linked by a concourse, to which immediate access from the street is
provided by means of a wide formal stairway.

The Concourse is at Main Banking Hall level and is the circulation pivot for the complex — the
Bank, office tower and Conference wing. The Conference area will be to the south of the
Concourse and it will be planned to allow flexible use of the facilities. Executive, Clerical,

16 Jamaica Architect Issue 8



translation, Press and washroom amenities will be included and a terrace extending the full
width of the Conference suite will provide outdoor covered space for social functions. The
Conference hall accommodation will be adequate for 300-320 persons.

Below the Concourse/Conference Deck there will be covered parking space for 70 cars, with
access to the Concourse from this area by lift or escalators. Space will be available for an
additional 100 cars in an external car park, which will be landscaped.

BANK BUILDING

The large floor areas required in the Bank, coupled with the function of the building, have
dictated its overall character. The plan determines the essential dimensions of the building, and
proceeds from within to without so that the elevations reflect the function of the plan. The
materials which comprise the elevations, mainly concrete, typify its spirit and strength, and a
dynamic effect is produced by the introduction of varying planes, in which solid materials
contrast with the two bands of slender concrete fins spaced at random centres. The fins have a
semi-transparent appearance with backlighting created by an overhead brise-soleil system, giving
protection to the glazed areas behind from flying objects during hurricanes. This play of light,
shade and depth provides interest- within a disciplined overall grid. The lower two floors are
windowless apart from a shallow horizontal band of glass immediately below the ceiling at
Banking Hall level.

A further aesthetic impact is produced by a three-storey open well in the centre of the building.
This represents one end of the main axis of the complex which runs from the tower, through
the concourse to the Banking Hall. The floor of the ‘well” will be landscaped, its main feature
being a shallow pool in which water will be constantly moving, an effect which, with the plants,
flowers and shrubs, will provide a contrast of life and movement to the polished glass and
textured concrete of the surrounding surfaces. At each level in the building there will be
balconies which overlook the well, providing visual relaxation for the occupants.
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Materials

OFFICE BUILDING

The 14 storey office tower, with its contrasting vertical emphasis provides a foil for the main
Bank building. Apart from the ground and fourteenth floors, which are for service/parking and
penthouses respectively, there are 12 floors of office space. A central service area
accommodates 3 elevators, washrooms for both sexes, Executive toilet, and tea room, as well as
compartments for electrical and fire-fighting equipment, two emergency escape stairs, and
service ducts for air-conditioning and plumbing. -

Excluding the service core each floor has a usable area of 4896 square feet, with an efficiency
of 87%; this being the ratio between office space and service core.

Although contrasting in shape, details employed on the tower facade are wholly sympathetic
with those of the Bank. Each building has a facade treatment which is repeated on all four
elevations, and on the tower this treatment employs continuous vertical projecting ribs framing
windows or solid concrete panels. Durable and hard-wearing natural materials, which require
minimum maintenance, will be used wherever possible.

It is considered that the design has captured the spirit of the country’s development. As far as
possible, materials will be specified which are indigenous to Jamaica; types of marble, aggregate
and timber which are rarely used will be employed. Full advantage will be taken of the
versatility of concrete and its ability to take any shape or surface texture.

EXTERIOR

The entire complex-Bank, Tower and Deck, is to be founded on piles, and the structural system
will be of cast in-situ reinforced concrete throughout. The “pan” flooring system which is used
for all suspended floors consists of a thin slab with vertical ribs on a 3'0” grid in each direction.
This form of construction makes downstand beams unnecessary and provides a level soffite
which facilitates service runs.

Concrete will be the dominant exterior material; it expresses the structural concept and reflects
the character of the complex. A number of different surface finishes will be provided by
texturing the surfaces of formwork against which the concrete is to be poured; for example, a

Jamaica Architect Issue 8
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powerful ribbed profile will define the lower two floors of the Bank. In other areas an open
texture will be achieved by sandblasting.

Elsewhere, the concrete will be fair faced to give a smooth, self-finished surface. Strict quality
control, laboratory tests, etc. will ensure that consistent concrete mixes, and hence finishes, are
maintained throughout the construction period. In this way, attractive and maintenance-free
surfaces will be achieved.

The site of the Bank is very close to the harbour, and it is considered imperative that exposed
metal surfaces should have a high degree of protection against humidity and salt spray. Window
frames and door surrounds will therefore be fabricated from anodized aluminium, having a rich
medium-bronze colour. “Anodizing” is an electrochemical process which converts the surface
of the alloy to a hard aluminium oxide, forming a highly durable protective surface. The
colouring is achieved by an alloying process without the use of dyes or other agents and the
colour will be completely stable. To complement the bronze finish of the glazing members, a
bronze tinted heat and glare resistant glass will be used. These qualities are not achieved by
surface coating but are integral with the glass itself.

Jamaica Architect Issue 8
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Editorial

TOWARD
A NEWwW i
VERNACULAR |

by Neil O. Richards, A.A. Dip. A.A. (Cert) Planning

Guest Editor for this issue of the Jamaica Architect

A significant aspect of the Post-Colonial experience in the devéloping coun-
tries has been attempts by various functions within these societies to rehabilitate forgotten
aspects of culture and to devise new directions.

This is done in order to fulfill an almost spiritual need, after cultural estrange-
ment, and a new found consciousness of being. It is an attempt to restore those natural
aspects of their life-styles and achievements which were devalued in terms of artificially
imposed conditions, and it is an attempt to re-structure the past and present into a more
compatible mould.

When past culture regains its value, it becomes a recognized page of history. It
may be a static symbol of negation and outworn contrivances or it may act as a source
of inspiration for new developments. In its essence, culture is opposed to custom and
attachment to abandoned traditions, for custom is always the deterioration of culture.
Many new marks of identification that appear, are superficial emblems of introvert na-
tionalism, but in the main, there is a genuine search for the basis for an alternative cul-
tural pattern. In “Jazz and the West Indian Novel”, Edward Brathwaite says: “It is clear
by now that what | am attempting in this study, is the delineation of a possible alterna-
tive to the European cultural tradition which has been imposed upon us and which we
have more or less accepted and absorbed for obvious historical reasons, as the only way
of going about our business. Or to put it more accurately; I'm trying to outline an
alternative to the English/Romantic/Victorian cultural tradition which operates among us,
despite the presence of a folk tradition which in itself, it seems to me, is the basis for an
alternative. Our folk tradition, however, and the urbanzied products of this tradition —
Jazz in the United States, Calypso and Ska in the islands — has been (with the partial
exception of Jazz) largely ignored; and where it has been examined, the examination
has been usually cursory, unciticral, sometimes patronizing.

The new vernacular in whatever sphere of our cultural life, has to be a synthesis
of factors — a cultural matrix. There can be no pure indigenous form. Synthetic com-
positions have to be made in the hope of creating a unique  end-product. Architects
for example, have to reconcile the influences of their training (in the design of studios of
Europe and America) with the design criteria of a different environment. Synthesis, here,
implies a studied acceptance of external techniques, but not of external values.

Architectural re-structing has to occur on several planes. In part, it has to
take the form of a critical re-assessment of the relevance of accepted codes of artistic
style — the rules governing archetypes, proportion and composition. | am not unmindful
of the scientific method or systematic analysis when | say that our architecture must be
less ‘rational’, eloquent finite, complete and specific. Unlike a clean perfect neo-classic-
ism, we must design buildings that are improvisations, that allow for further growth
and adjustment without destroying the idea. The colours which formed our architecture
and painting obeyed the traditional rules of harmony. The painter sought a change.
“Certain ochres and blues, which seemed forbidden in a given cultural area, now assert
themselves without giving rise to scandal . .” The painter sought a change, and rightly so.
Our landscape, our resources, a source of inspiration for some of his creative endeavours,
is a kaleidoscope of colours outside the harmonic scale and order-patterns of con-
trived colour schemes!

Our general economic background dictates that we begin by formulating a new
vernacular which is based on adherence to a value system that promotes ‘simplicity’,
rather than one which encourages the end product to reflect a type of prestigeous mat-
erialism for which we have no economic base. It is important to recognize the value
of honest simplicity when beginning a concept that will hopefulyl grow and develop into
a new aesthetic.

Jamaica Architect Issue 8
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Marina Maxwell — an exponent of the Performing Arts, points the way, as she
relates the concept of Yard Theatre: “Moving out of the theatre building, away from the
proscenium, away from the £20 a night fees and the expensive battery of lights which
always seem so necessary, is to expand our horizons of the potential and possibilities of
West Indian Theatre”.

It was found necessary to develop these art forms alongside the citizenry; un-
like the formerly detached attitude where artistic-cultural endeavours were devised
incognito and propagated by the trained artist, who, unaware of the real needs, pro-
vided an artificial filling. To quote Marina Maxwell: “Not only will we be freed to create
new material based on the meeting of the skilled and the unskilled artist, the formally
trained or rather as is more often the case, the semi-trained artist, and the primitive
writer and the drummer of basic sounds, but we will be challenged into new forms, new
forms that could add a dimension of West Indian reality to the formal arenas of theatre.”
The Yard Theatre concept corresponds directly to the natural life-style of the citizenry. It
is a concept to which the citizenry will most readily respond. It is communal and friendly.
Marina Maxwell says: “It is an attempt to place West Indian theatre in the life of the
people — it is free, it is open to the street where people can stand and hear, come in
or leave. It is an attempt to find West Indian theatre, and find it in the yards where people
live and are. The deepest hope is that perhaps we might produce material that is closer
to a West Indian audience than exists now.”

We have heard remarks about architectural identity. Much of it has been reflec-
tive, in terms of what was built 50 or 100 years ago, but in the main, the approach has
been forward-looking and progressive. There are several parallels between the strategy
adopted by the pioneers of the ‘new culture’ and attempts to create a personalized archi-
tecture — a Jamaican architecture — an architecture for the Caribbean region.

The trained Performing Artists, in re-constructing their art-form with the citi-
zenry, acted both as audience and participant — achieving social and artistic inter-com-
munication, with the hope of cultural renewal. Similarly, architects will have to come to
terms with the environment at large, and with the people who form part of the environ-
ment — if they are to successfully communicate their art-form with the citizenry. The
clientet are the ‘audience’ who must appreciate the ‘art-form’ which is the building
Proper general appreciation can be developed, not at the formal architectural level, but
by firmer architect-citizen communication. Statistics of how people live and move, are
vital to any study of the environment, but sole reliance on it as a means to an end, can
lead to empty distortions of reality.

| want to make it clear at once that we cannot create a new group of architect-
sociologists; but the following definition of Architecture by Charles W. Callister is worth
recording: “‘Architecture is a social art, and self-expression is dependent upon com-
munication with our fellowman.” Ralph Rapson has this to say: “Architecture is both a
fine art and a highly precise social and physical science. It is the creative process of
organizing and ordering total environment and relating it to man for his physical and
spiritual use, comfort and pleasure.”

What is an ideal base for action? Let us augment the traditional teaching of
design skills by establishing Experimental Design Studios, a serious, but informal adjunct
of the architectural office operated as a research-design oriented teaching-discussion
workshop and laboratory’ — in which architectural assistants will participate. This notion
does not in any way deny the principle that the architectural office is also a business
organization; but it probably points to a need for establishing proper research grants and
sponsorships.

An expectant generation is not interested in the traditional teaching methods
of most (existing Schools of Architecture — but wants to live instead in an atmosphere of
experimental work, solidly supported by general, scientific and technological studies.
So let us develop and test ideas, and devise buildable projects — relevant to Jamaica
and the Caribbean Region — and let us use the device of an informal/inhibition-free
atmosphere as a catalyst to ‘corporate’ creativity.

| want to stress that some of the concepts | have just outlined could be im-
plemented within the framework of a University system; but we can begin the search for
a new vernacular outside that system.

This overall strategy can form the basis for innovation and a new direction in
Local and Regional Architecture. It will be part of the new thinking. We will have
interpreted correctly. There is no other alternative, if we are to join the mainstream of
the new cultural process.
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Neil Richards, the Guest Editor for this issue of the “JAMAICA ARCHITECT?”, studied
Architecture, Planming and Urban Design at the Architectural Association in London, from
1962 to 1968. He worked for six months as a member of a design team at Shankland Cox and
Associates (London); and was responsible for several aspects of technical investigation relevant
to the Kingston Waterfront Re-development Project.

On returning to Jamaica, he was appointed Architect-Planner at the Town Planning De-
partment of the Ministry of Finance and Planning, and is an Assistant Government Town
Planner — and Counterpart Officer for the United Nations Development Programme in Physical
Planning.

Papers include: “The Growth and Problems of Metropolitan Kingston”,  “Vernacula
Housing: A Stylistic Base?”, and he hopes to contribute a Paper for a major overseas publication,
as part of an anthology on “Shelter in the Americas”.

He says: “Meaningful participation in low-cost projects is not simply a matter of design-
ing housing-schemes for the low-income group. Certain important issues affecting housing gen-
erally, will have to be clarified, and understood. Firstly, the national objective has been ‘more and
and better housing’ — particularly for the urban and rural poor; but, limited finance has resulted
in a deficit of habitable units.

The cost of labour, materials and construction are factors that determine the cost of a
dwelling, but fundamentally, the “valuc’ attached to the quantity and quality of space, finishes and
fixtures, is the chief determinant of a costly or inexpensive house. ‘Acceptable’ values are generated
by the upper-income group who have set a pattern and standard of housing’, which (because of
social aspirations) affect the type and quantity of houses produced for the lower-income group. It is
not surprising that some of our ‘low-cost’ houses are above the ‘ability-to-pay’ range of the needy.
The standard of housing set by the upper-income group, in terms of space, finishes and fixtures, is
said to be more than adequate, i.e. the high ratio of bathroom units to bedrooms. Much of the
standard being set here, can be traced to current trends in North American home-building, i.e. the
pitched shingle-roof and external wall-surfaces finished with hand-split shakes. Such features as
a family room and a powder room are now regarded as mecessary additions to the house.

It is perhaps unreasonable to suggest that the higher-income group is indirectly responsible
for an inflated view of what shelter represents. After all, a house and home represents indizidual
and family security, but how does one rate a painted fair-faced concrete block-wall as opposed to a
painted and plastered concrete block-wall? Certain items must have a prestige tag. but how does one
justify the general use of a fixture that performs just as adequately as another, but costs twice as
much?

Hope lies in the fact that certain material values are not beyond change, especially at this
time in our history when there is anxiety (rightly or wrongly) to fill areas of what is popularly
described as the cultural vacuum.

There is an opportunity, thrrefore, to project arguments for change, such as: ‘An in-
expensive house which provides comfort and basic amenities is not necessarily an inferior house —
especially when we refer to basic shelter’.

The development of inexpensive housing by private initiative would definitely have the
support of Government Agencies. Private business should be encouraged to participate in the
development and construction of the units. Total environmental improvement in existing low-
income areas is desirable — in stages as an organised community improvement effort, or on a
comprehensive basis, if planned urban renewal for low-income housing is being suggested for the
same sector of the city. Provision for utiltiy services, paved roads, sidewalks, schools, parks,
community centres should be considered simultaneously — because HOUSING is just one com-
ponent of the ‘living system’.

The right kind of advertising and publicity could somewhat change social attitudes
toward housing if emphasis were placed on the opportunity to own a home, on the total living
environment concept and the possibility of later enlarging and improving the house.

The initiative, in my view, lies with architects who in promoting and designing pro-
jects, will have done Jamaica a great service.”
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installations and can be the perfect solution to remodeling and maintenance problems.
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Systems to provide extremely durable coatings for any surface. Flecto Seamless can be used
inside or out for virtually any wall, floor or counter application, for patios, terraces,

around swimming pools and on sidewalks. It was especially formulated for easy application
by professional workmen and maintenance men, as well as homeowners. In addition to the
qualities associated with seamless floors in general, Flecto Seamless offers many distinct
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proof application as proven around the world in thousands of Flecto Seamless installations
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ambering-type clear plastic. Flecto can offer a broader range of color choices in decorative
flakes, including lighter colors, than those found with ordinary systems. B Highest quality and
greatest reliability in the seamless field, backed up by Flecto’s years of research, application and
manufacturing experience. m Easy maintenance with ordinary, household mopping. No need
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The Honourable
Wilton Hill

Minister of Housing
and Public Utilities

The Jamaican Society of Architects takes pleasure in
dedicating this special issue on ‘“Housing” to the
Honourable Wilton Hill, Minister of Housing and Public
Utilities.

. o

Peter Soares
President, Jamaican Society of Architects,

Jamaica Architect Issue 8 27



L A e e

ENGINEERING SALES

COMPANY LTD.

Agents for

KEUFFEL & ESSER CO.

Draughting supplies, Blue Print supplies
Slide Rules, Surveying Equipment & Supplies

MASTER BUILDERS CO.

Concrete & Mortar Admixtures,
Floor Hardeners & Floor Colouring Compounds
Non-Shrink Grout, Curing Compounds

SERVICISED PRODUCTS DIVISION —
W. R. GRACE CO.

Epoxy Binders & Grouts, Joint Sealers &
Fillers, Form Oil, Curing Compounds

AMERICAN OLEAN TILE CO.

Ceramic Tiles

27 Eastwood Park Rd., Kgn. 10 — Phone 926 - 2641

TR D

TRINIDAD MASTIC ASPHALT (JA.) LTD.
ROOFING CONTRAGTORS

Specialists in

WATERPROOFING
CONCRETE
AND
WOODEN DECK ROOFS

TO GIVE YOU TROUBLE
FREE YEARS SERVICE

Call

TRINIDAD MASTIC
ASPHALT (JA) LTD.

34 Riverton Boulevard
P.O. Box 226, Kingston 11 — Phone 923 - 6438

/
—— 785 A

"OMNIA PRECAST
CONCRETE FLOORS

QUICK VERSATILE
ECONOMICAL

The light Omnia blocks are quickly and easily placed in posi-
tion between the joists. Alternatively, for hung ceilings, metal
pans can be used instead of blocks.

§OMBRIBEE VOR FIE BT 1 B 0 0 ki S

The complete erection, including the provision of cross ribs
where desired, is entirely ““dry” and carried through in a frac-
tion of the time needed in erecting conventional formwork
required with other types of concrete floor.

PRECAST JAMAICA LTD.

167 Bayfarm Road, Kingston 11 — Tel: 923-6773-4

We also produce Architectural Concrete

Fence Posts + Kerb Walls « Paving Slabs

28 Jamaica Architect Issue 8



rbfu Iafal

Scutl:htmt

SOLAR CONTROL FILM

Scotchtint is the amazing product developed

by 3M designed for application to the inside sur-

face of existing windows, glass panels and doors.

Lets in the light without the glare and heat.

m Reduces glare by 82%.

s Reduces 75% of the heat transmitted through
glass.

m Bounces away most of the ultra-violet rays
which cause fabrics and furnishings to fade.

® Reduces air conditioning costs by eliminating
hot spots around windows.

m Acts like a one-way mirror. You can see out

but outsiders can't see in, during the day.
The use of Scotchtint reduces expenditure on
blinds, awnings, drapes and other shading devices.
So whether your building is still in the planning
stage or already existing, find out more about
the benefits of Scotchtint from

CONDITIONED i
AIR CORPORATION Ltd.* :@?

85 Hagley Park Road, Kingston 10. Tel. 61660

Jamaica Architect Issue 8



Introduction & Historical Background:

Recently, there has been much discussion among
Architects about Vernacular Architecture in Jamaica; ques-
tions have arisen as to what it is, and whether it has any
relevance to the design of contemporary buildings. The
term ‘vernacular’ is usually applied to an indigenous mode
of expression, referring in particular to the language or
dialect of a country. It's meaning has been extended into
such phrases as ‘vernacular culture’ and ‘vernacular archi-
tecture’. If the term vernacular was accepted literally, we
would conclude that buildings in Jamaica may not have
been particularly successful in creating a language of it's
own, although such features as the window ‘cooler’ and the
louvred wooden facades, which are found in many 18th-19th
century buildings, are said to be typical of this develop-
ment.

Houses built by the indigenous inhabitants of Jamaica
before the beginning of the 16th century were basic
shelters; classified by anthropologists as primitive dwell-
ings. The Arawaks, in keeping with environmental and sur-
vival requirements, used wooden poles, palm leaves, and a
thatch of reeds to resolve (in their own way), a criterion for
hurricane resistance and shelter. The concept of improving
the method developed for achieving this, would have been
incongruous to the way-of-life of a people whose character
was based upon beliefs which were wholly fulfilled in the
present, rather than striving to create eternal values.

The development of new and more efficient methods
by later inhabitants of Jamaica, is indicative of the accept-
ance of the dynamics of meaningftfl change for progress
by an evolving society.

The Spaniards were in Jamaica as colonists for 160
years but the only tangible evidence of their building is the
recent archaeological discovery of foundations of the Gov-
ernor’s Castle at Sevilla Nueva, the first Spanish Settlement
on the North Coast. Houses that were built by the Spaniards
in Spanish Town have been described in Spanish Records
as having been “built low, without lofts, as a protection
against earthquakes and hurricanes. The roofs were ccver-
ed with tiles, the walls were made of mud, although some
were of wood, and a few of the principal ones made of
brick.” References are made of Spanish walling or adobe
— a construction method also used in parts of Central and
South America, but nothing ‘total’ in the architectural con-
text can be referred to.

English colonization in 1655, was characterized by
the establishment of their own total system, which included

vernacular housing

by Neil O. Richards, A.A. Dipl.

lllustrations by Neil Richards, A.A. Dip. A.A. (Cert.) Planning

the demolition of houses that were built by the Spanish.

The background of slavery in the history of Jamaica
was such that slaves and indentured servants had to adopt
and accommodate the culture and aspirations of the British
plantocracy. Slaves sometimes built their own huts, and
continued to use the ‘wattle-and-daub’ construction tech-
nique that is part of the African tradition of building. Thatch,
the material used for constructing the roofs of huts, was
then available in large quantities.

Non-existent cultural ties did not deter lingering
spiritual values. Reminders of an African heritage are
evident in areas where spontaneous housing development
is generated partly by inadequate economic circumstances,
but largely by an under-lying inclination to community
living. The ‘tenement’ yard in Western Kingston with group-
ed houses and shared facilities is an ‘extension’ of the
African compound. Distorted in form, but not in function;
retarded through neglect and rejected through association
with economic deprivation and labels of primitivism, the
tenement-yard concept, is not all-together lost to modern

re-interpretation. It is indeed significant that architects in
Accra, Ghana, have recently developed a housing project
conceived for Africans, in which the architect related a
loosely grouped series of single-family houses in a way
which is not merely additive, but productive. The projecting
and receding houses, enclose a courtyard which corres-
ponds to the open space of the traditional compound. Each
house has closed and open spaces. It contains a private,
inner courtyard and relatively small rooms in several
storeys which are reached by exterior and interior stairs.

It is a varied, plastic ensemble, entirely contemporary,
which meets both present demands and uses the constants
of African traditions imaginatively.

1. Adobe: Walling of sun-dried clay or mud bricks, former-
ly much used in Latin America.

2. Wattle & daub: A wall matting of twigs or sticks, plaster-
ed with mud on the inner and outer vertical surfaces.
The twigs act as reinforcement and also gives stability
to the wall.

3. Tenement: As used in this paper does not denote the
correct definition of the word, but is used to describe
the inadequate multi-family housing — common to areas
known for poor quality housing and where there is a high
degree of sharing of ‘common’ household facilities: e.g.
in parts of Western Kingston and Grants Pen Road.
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The Vernacular House:
Original and General Characteristics:

It is a commonly held view that the Georgian House
is the true example or derivative of vernacular housing in
Jamaica, and that our architectural tradition is based on
nearly total influence from architectural design that pre-
vailed in England during the period of British Colonial rule
in Jamaica. The Georgian period (dating 1714 to 1820) was
characterized by the development of town and country
houses that were identified by a symmetrical floor plan and
facade design. The houses were designed with small-paned
sash windows, and the roof, which was usually constructed
of shingles, had a moderate slope. Georgian detailing was
derived from Classical Greek architecture, which shows its
influence in the pilasters and entablature or doors. The
front entry of the house had a six-panelled door, surrounded
by a casing formed of moulding, and the glazed transom
admitted light into the entry hall. The Georgian style
became the Colonial style par excellence, which spread to
the New World Colonies, where the tendency at first was to
repeat essential forms and elements of the original. Modifi-
cations of the English style were eventually initiated by new
social and environmental conditions.

It is more than likely that the techniques of fixing
this fact that makes 18th and 19th century West Indian
buildings reminiscent of American Colonial buildings of the
same period, though they seldom attained the same stan-
dard of design and craftsmanship. »

e F°Nrm NS v §
It is more than likely that the techniques of fixing T V4 . \" '\-‘l‘\‘l .\.
horizontal boards or weather-boarding to the timber frame L
of some Jamaican houses was derived from American

Colonial houses where weather-boarding or clapboards was
ENTABLATURE{

used extensively for house construction. The technique of
sand-dashing the external surface of painted weather-
boards, is Jamaican in origin, but the main purpose of such
a technique is unclear.

In contrast to many Amercian Colonial houses,
chimneys were not used in the West Indies, for obvious
climatic reasons. The verandah, which became an integral
space of the vernacular house, seemed to have evolved
by a natural process, due to necessity. However, the
assumption has been expressed that the British experience
of sun-control methods, used for houses in the Far East

; & b & b b S Lk B 2% 2
and India, had undoubtedly influenced the use of similar g
devices in the tropical colonies of the Western Hemisphere. Y '
The word ‘verandah’ in the English Language has AR AN AN | d
+ 4 + + 4 + 4

Indian derivatives — the word ‘veranda’ often modified to
‘baranda’, occurs in several native Indian languages where ORNAMENTAL PARAPET TO TERRACE (FIRST FLOOR)

the front and occasionally the sides of a dwelling (or other PNPINTIN AN PN PN O N IN IA TS EAN
buildings) erected chiefly as a protectton or shelter from 2
the sun or rain. The verandah walls made of horizontal
timber boarding and sash windows flanked by louvred
panels became regional characteristics or an integrai part
of the style of houses in the British Colonies of the Carib- THG oL,
bean. The window cooler, is typically Jamaican, but varia-

tions in the form of top-hinged louvred, awning-blinds, were
built in Barbados, Nevis and Guyana.

ARCHITRAVE

TIMBER COLUMN
(FIRST FLOOR)

In Jamaica, further differentiation of the vernacular
was expressed in the architecture of different towns. The
design and arrangement of balustrades for staircases and
verandahs, the patterns of the trellis-work that formed
decorative or privacy screens and the varying motifs of
fascia-boards, were identified with specific areas of the BALUSTRADE
island, such as Black River, Lucea and St. Ann’s Bay.

0

4. Weather-boarding: One of a series of boards nailed
horizontally, with overlapping edges; as an outside [
covering for walls.

COLUMN BASE
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Stylistic details of vernacular houses that are totally
Jamaican in origin would be inadequate for a discussion
which analyses ‘traditional’ architecture in terms of its
relevance as a base for new conceptual ideas. This study,
therefore, will consider vernacular housing in Jamaica as
a style distinct from the English Georgian, but will unavoid-
ably mention architectural features that were also typical
of the stylistic development that occurred in other coun-
tries of the Caribbean region.

The Development of A Local Expression in House Design:

The Estate House, e.g. Halse Hall, Clarendon (c1740)
follows what was to become the usual constructional con-
cept: a platform of masonry often containing store rooms

LT

|

\
J%

=

1)

ELEVATION TO EAST ST.
west elevation

1]

PLAN - FIRST FLOOR

112 EAST STREET,

Jamaica Architect

upon which was erected a single storey timber structure
with wall space taken up by double-sashed windows alter-
nating with jalousies. The advantage of this type of con-
struction was that the bedroom/living room areas of the
first floor were built of comparatively thin materials which
covered with cedar shingles and the height of the front
cooled quickly, and at the same time protected the ground
floor (which was of heavier material) from the impact of the
sun, for maximum comfort during the day. The roof was
covered with cedar shingles and the height of the front
door from ground level meant that access had to be made
by a stairway. These stairways lent themselves to original
architectural treatment. The town house at 11 East Street
in Kingston, is basically a miniature version of the typical
Estate House. (Fig. 1.)
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In Falmouth, the houses on Market Street (dating late
18th - early 19th century) have their projecting upper
storey carried on wooden posts of either square or circular
cross-section. The projecting upper storey provides shade
for the ground floor, which was used for domestic rooms
and stores, and in some cases, the kitchen. (Fig. 2.).

Window coolers, — designed primarily for sun control
are jalousies which may be either fixed or moveable and
set vertically about 18” out of the window. They may or may

Fig. 3
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not be fitted with side pieces. Their merit is that they pro-
vide shade from the sun during the day, while permitting
the free circulation of air, as well as acting as a privacy
screen. Many interesting examples of window coolers are
to be found on some of the older houses of Spanish Town.
(Fig. 3).

GALVANIZED  SHEET

b——SASH WINDOW
(FORMERLY  SHINGLES)

FIXED LOUVRES [ B

OPENABLE
SIDE - PIECE

o WINDOW SILL

VERTICAL /DIAGONAL
SUPPORT

WINDOW COOLER DETAIL ¢ PLAN

ft. DETAIL: SECTION

o~ FLOOR LEVEL

WINDOW COOLER

Jamaica Architect Issue 8 33



The house, after about 1850, was mainly a single-
storey timber structure, smaller in area than earlier houses.
Slavery had been abolished two decades earlier; and
houses, more modest in scale, were built primarily for the
new social class of expatriate administrative personnel. The
plan of the house remained formal, and the verandah
developed partly as an extension of the raised uncovered
platform that formed the entrance area of the Estate House.

It was designed at first as a private enclosed extension

of the living room (Fig. 4; plan). The screened and the
open verandah, which was subsequently adopted, formed
a better spatial relationship or transition from the interior
of the house to the garden — a more logical concept for
the tropics (Fig. 5.). The all-round open verandah was
invariably larger in area than the enclosed part of the
house which did ensure that at all times of the day, there
was a place in the house that was pleasant to_sit in. Today,
it would be an expensive way of gaining this amenity.
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The change in the angle of the pitch roof over the
verandah was devised because only short lengths of timber
were available; but this type of roof proved useful, since
it was possible that if the verandah roof was detatched by
hurricane winds, the main roof of the house would remain
intact. The house had to be reasonably cool and well
ventilated in a climate of hot summer days and cool nights
and the pitched shingle roof provided the answer. The high
clerestory window commonly associated with the pitched
roof provided good cross ventilation. These high windows
provided cross lights, and the living room for example
could get direct morning sun and better circulation of air.

The plan of some houses was so compact in terms
of the arrangement of rooms, that some rooms did not have
adequate cross ventilation, or cross ventilation was only
possible when the doors of adjoining rooms were open. In
some cases, occupants had to walk through one room to
get to another (resulting in low standards of privacy) when
economy dictated the elimination of halls (Fig. 4). Closets
were few, if a house had any. In many houses heat pro-
ducing functions (kitchen and laundry) were placed in a
separate building — of ‘light’ material and provided with
stack ventilation. Health risks justified the spatial separa-
tion of the sanitary unit from the remainder of the house,
for in many cases, the bathroom was not an autonomous
unit as it is today, but consisted of an ‘outdoor’ shed which
enclosed the pit latrine or water-closet, shower and basin.

During the first quarter of the 20th century, concrete
began to be used together with timber in house construc-
tion. Basically, the house was constructed as a timber
frame, with infill panels of either concrete or timber.
Jalousies and sash windows formed the upper part of the
panel above the window sill. Vertical structural supports
were of timber as well as internal partitions and floors, the
latter being construced at about two feet from ground level,
and supported on concrete piers.

In cases when the verandah did not extend all around
the house its use as a shading device became secondary
or non-existent. When the house was oriented with its
entrance to the north and to the street, the verandah in-
variably faced the street, acting as a reception area and as
a look-out platform to the street, but windows on the south
facade did not have any sun-shade device.

International Influences:

With the development of international building tech-
niques and mass-produced building components, architec-
ture, like popular culture, developed a universal simi'arity.
While one cannot underrate the influence of international
aesthetics, there is an ingrained feeling in our society that
imported materials and ideas represent ‘‘progress’’, and
this feeling has undoubtedly retarded ‘local’ creative initia-
tive. Unshaded glass picture-windiws and roofs with
insufficient overhang are typical of an uncompromising
acceptance of some aspects of an international style.

A house for a middle-income Jamaican family, is
planned basically as if one was catering for a middle-income
family in Europe or America except that the Jamaican house
is designed with the room unit for the domestic helper
separated from the main part of the house. Today, because
of the need that often arises to sublet part of the house in
order to meet mortgage and rental re-payments, the middle-
income family usually ‘demands’ two bathrooms. The de-
. signer is generally asked to provide a door giving direct
access to the outside, from one of the -bedrooms to form
a secondary entrance, the extra bedroom serving either

as a guest bedroom or as a room for the domestic helper.
It is probable that the requirements of a ‘living-in’ area for
the domestic helper will soon be disregarded partly be-
cause of its expense (an extra bath, W.C. and room
per house).

The criteria of moderate building cost and adequate
sun-control devices should take priority over ‘international
aesthetics’ in house design. Building cost and adequate
sun-control devices are inter-related in that the principal
sun-control devices consist of projections, recesses or
screens which can result in increased building cost (de-
pending on design. To a certain extent, medium priced
houses built in sub-divisions by entrepreneurs do not gen-
erally represent a compromise between an economic build-
ing and adequate sun-control methods.

Comparisons were made recently of relative thermal
comfort of the relatively older houses with a pitched roof
of corrugated sheets or shingles and those constructed
more recently with flat roofs of concrete. Conclusions were
that the high-pitched roof of low thermal capacity — with
thin ceilings in main rooms, together with roof overhangs
of at least 1 foot, provides a cool ‘interior’. The converse
reaction was expressed by people living in new houses
with reinforced concrete roofs, poured in-situ, with a
painted bitumenous layer on the upper surface. The roof
is dark, and thus absorbs the radiant solar heat to which
it is exposed during the day, with the result that heat is
given off during the night when the family may be indoors,
and the windows closed. The high cost of imported
shingles, limits the use of the material to the more expen-
sive houses; and therefore, corrective measures which
have been developed to minimize heat gain via concrete
roof, should be used wherever necessary. Limestone chip-
pings, as a surface finish, act as a good reflector of heat.
The use of high clerestory windows at specific locations
below the eaves of the concrete roof, will facilitate good air
movement, depending on the plan of the house and the
location and design of low-level windows.

Cost, neglect and international influences have not
been the only reasons for the decline in the development
of a vernacular type of house design. There have been
understandably non-architectural reasons for it, in that, the
vernacular house was developed during the period of
Colonial rule in Jamaica, and therefore it is sometimes
regarded as a symbol of that period. The negative res-
ponse that a Colonial Style invariably evokes in newly
independent countries has more to do with revival of ori-
ginal motifs rather than variation of the original to suit
modern needs. It is more acceptable to preserve or restore
buildings of architectural, historic or archaeological interest
(if finance is available) than to distort history by designing
buildings that could be described simply as “new antiques”’.
The architect who recreates colonial vernacular houses
today, with exact reproductions of the exterior, must re-
solve ‘several contradictions. He must develop a house
‘shell’ that conforms closely to original proportions, but
within this shell, he must find room for utility areas and
bathrooms — spaces non-existent in old colonial houses.
To reduce building costs, he must try to duplicate the
hand-made detailing of original colonial houses with stock
millwork.

Revival of .original motifs is probably not a conscious
objective of designers in Jamaica, but in the United States,
where some aspects of Modern Western Culture is gen-
erated, machine-made motifs of Early American Colonial
houses have become popular among the rich, and a replica
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of the Colonial house is generally regarded as a status
symbol — a symbol of yesterday, based only on sentiment
and purchasing power.

Architecture is a commodity, but not in the context
that permits the client-customer the right to purchase any
product he pleases, providing he is able to pay for it
Today, we have at our disposal, a wide range of building
materials, and there are new constructional methods. The
designer is obliged to assist in the improvement of con-
ventional methods for the advancement of his own area of
professional activity and for the betterment of society.

Frank Lloyd Wright, one of the leading architects of
the Modern Movement in architecture, said that every
architect should aim to be an *‘original interpreter of his
time”. Wright, in his time, was influenced to some extent by
American Colonial houses, and by the Japanese traditional
house, but he translated those ideas into houses that
represented the ‘spirit’ of the era in which they were design-
ed and built. In turn, the outstanding examples of houses
he designed, served as a stylistic base for the residential
architecture of a more recent generation.

Towards A New Vernacular For Jamaican Housing:

The Architecture that is to be representative of Ja-
maica, can only be generated by the circumstances of
today. If the vernacular house is to be a stylistic base its
modern derivative has to subscribe to the present and
future social and spaital needs, environmental require-
ments and economic capabilities of people in our society,
and it has to be adaptable to new constructional methods
and materials.

The scope and complexity of housing as a design
problem has increased to the level of specialized sub-
sectors of residential design in architecture and the con-
straints imposed on design are infinitely greater than the
limited requirements of former years. The old vernacular
houses were basically suited to a specific site-type, i.e. the
flat site and individual lot, for ‘town’ and ‘country’ houses.
Even when they formed part of a terrace of houses, as in
19th century Church Street, the formal character was still
maintained. Today, houses have to be constructed on sites
of varying physical-environmental characteristics, which
can be broadly classified into: housing on flat land, hillside
housing, and coastal housing — each site-type requiring
different spatial-constructional design concepts.

Earlier solutions to problems in house design can be
evaluated and can be improved or rejected, depending on
whether social, economic and technological changes have
proved them obsolete. There are, for example, few instances
in which traditional principles of climatic control have been
invalidated — except where technological solutions — as
in cases where cost is not a limiting factor and a decision
is made to install air conditioning. Such a fundamental
decision radically affects the approach taken to the design
of the house, because a different building form is expected
than if the house was designed for natural ventilation.

The process of developing an indigenous architec-
ture should include annual orientation courses for Jamaican
architects returning from training overseas, and for foreign
architects working in Jamaica. Similarly, regular design
seminars should be held for architectural assistants.
Architectural education in Jamaica must start from demands
which are entirely different from those in Europe or Am-
erica. In the African context, John Lloyd, former Dean of
the Faculty of Architecture at Kumasi University, Ghana,
comes to the right conclusion: “We have to teach here,
agriculture, geography, sociology, economics and a lot of

things which no architectural student has to learn in the
developed countries”.

Further contributions to a modern vernacular can be
stimulated by having architectural competitions with
specific conditions aimed at developing ‘low-medium cost’
houses, and if possible, involving the use of locally avail-
able materials, and appropriate methods of sun-control and
natural ventilation.

Demonstration houses and special vacation houses
offer the greatest scope for experimentation using stan-
dardized components and local materials such &s bamboo
and thatch. Recommendations drafted by the National
Building Research Institute of Liberia for increasing the
fire-resistance of thatch is relevant to any attempts at
popularizing the use of the material in Jamaica.
Large scale use of thatch may not be possible, since it
implies the revival of the old craft or roof-thatching and the
cultivation of thatch palms. Bamboo, can be better used,
for panels, doors, rolled-up screens and the non-structural
elements. Bagasse is being used increasingly for wall
panels, partitions and for furniture . River stones or quarried
cut-stones are sometimes used as a decorative finish for
the facade of houses, but general use of these materials
will not be possible, because the time required for finishing
stone-work results in high labour costs.

The principles of climatic control (the result of
continuous trial and error) together with new data on
thermal comfort, can be a valuable basis for research and
development. The openable clerestory windows and fixed
or movable louvred wall/window panel of the vernacular
house are still an effective means of natural ventilation.
The ‘cooler’ — a timber shade fixed in front of East and
West windows, was an ingenious constructional detail that
was part of a craftsman’s tradition. Today, concrete or
timber canopies can be designed with simpler detailing, to
perform a similar function as the cooler. In some cases,
it may be preferable to design the window as part of a
recess in the wall, which would eliminate the need for a
canopy.

Aluminium awnings are sometimes used as ready-
made substitutes for canopies, but they are sometimes
obtrusive and tend to obstruct the breeze. The roof over-
hang, which is now regarded as a standard method for
sun-control and shading of windows in the tropics, was not
characteristic of the vernacular house — except for the
roof of the all-around verandah, which acted as a corridor

5. Modern Movement: Modern architecture characterized
by functionalism and lack of extraneous ornamentation.

6. Thatch: Research by the National Building Research
Institute (Liberia).

Their findings are as follows: (a) “The thatch can be
rendered fire-retardant by treating with certain chemi-
cals, but it can never be completely fire-proof. Moreover,
such chemicals are generally bleached out by rains, so
that the treatment gradually loses much of its effective-
ness. The best treatment is to soak the thatch in a
solution of one pound of monammonium phosphate to
each gallon of water with about 0.1 per cent of wetting
agent. The dry grass should be soaked by complete
immersion for 15 to 20 minutes in this solution and
allowed to dry.” (b) “Wire should not be used to bind
thatch, as it may attract lightning.”

7. Bagasse: Compressed sugar-cane fibre (a by-product of
the sugar-making process) used as a buiiding material,
obtainable in sheets — 10’ x 4.
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and shading device. Instead of relying solely on corven-
tional means of sun-control, natural vegetation can be used
for shading windows and walls, to offset the cost or to
compliment the more expensive shading devices such as
aluminium screens or wall and roof projections.

The landscape architect has a useful role to perform,
in working closely with Architects and urban designers, in
order to devise better landscaped spaces related to the
house. A close spatial relationship between the house and
the ‘natural’ surroundings is a logical design concept for
the tropics, and the open verandah of the vernacular house,
did act as a covered outdoor area. Recent suburban hous-
ing tends to be more introvert in concept in that, concern
over the need for security militates against an accent on
outdoor living. If the need for security is a justifiable
design criteria, a more careful study should be made of the
design and application of security devices such as wrought-
iron grillwork over windows and terraces, since the present
use of such devices does not enhance the visual quality of
the house.

Avant-garde aesthetics and ‘good taste’ of the 1950's
promoted pastel shades of colours for the interior and
exterior of houses. Pastel colours are sometimes appro-
priate in Jamaica; for example, external walls should be
painted with ‘light’ colours to reflect the sun’s heat. {The
sand-dashed timber wall of older houses acted as a good
reflector of heat). In terms of lighting, light reflected from
dark-coloured verandah floors, created low levels of
interior illumination; but this problem can be resolved by
the use of ‘lighter’ colours, which have a higher reflective
index. However, primary colours should be part of our
architecture. It is part of our landscape and of our per-
sonalities. Improvised houses built by squatters have always
been painted with the primary colours: the reds, the yeliows,
the greens and the blues in unique combinations. Adapta-
tions of this approach is worth considering, and possibly
small panels of bright colours can be successfully integra-
ted on the facade and doors of modern houses.

The non-structural timber elements of some verna-
cular houses (particularly facade construction) is a good
example of the use of ‘modular units’ in residential archi-
tecture; but the components were too small and methods
of assembling the units were too complex to affect the
reduction of man-hours in construction time.

Although large panel construction techniques are
being used in some subdivision housing projects, smaller
light-weight components may be more suitable to a labour-
intensive work force.

The city squatter does not possess any of the skills
which are demanded in blockwall construction and whether
the semi-skilled is employed or not in industrialized build-
ing, methods involving minimum of on-site training, me-
chanization and supervision are recommended. Traditional
blockwall construction will continue for sometime, but we
have to think in terms of constructional systems that will
generate a variety of house types. Hughenden Park housing
project in Kingston is evidence of the need to develop a
strategy employing a concept of incremental improvements,
with small, light-weight structural components o make
changes in the arrangements of rooms, or in other ways to
meet unknown changes in needs and advances in living
conditions in the future.

Traditions can live only when it is directly related to
the goals of the present and can be effective only when it
is suitable for today’s needs. Social development is
dynamic and the task of the architect changes according
to the times. In the same way, architecture must be under-

stood as a constant renewal.

The climate of a specified location remains a fixed
physical entity over any given period of time. In a society
where progressive change is an ideal toward which it must
constantly strive, the means adopted to enable man to live
more comfortably in his environment, must be steadily im-
proved. Demands for improved thermal comfort requires
an improvement of former methods or the development of
new methods of environmental control. Many principles of
climatic control that were used in vernacular houses, are
still valid today. If new methods can be devised to express
valid principles, an important aspect of vernacular housing
can become a stylistic base, which will be a useful contribu-
tion to current residential architecture.
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with a consequent economy in the time and efficiency
of construction, by facilitating standardization and pre-
fabrication.
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We want to make

The building industry in Jamaica is
assuming newer and more exciting dimensions with
the passage of time. Bold new concepts and ideas are
reflected in the modern buildings that are mush-
rooming all over the country. Tropicair is closely
associated with Jamaica's architects and builders,
and we are indeed honoured that we’re so often
called upon to provide building products that
highlight and complement an architect’s work.
Whether it be a fashionable housing scheme or a
magnificent new hotel, an elegant apartment com-
plex or a modern shopping plaza, a multi-story
office building, a private home, or whatever,
Tropicair is always there, helping to transform
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Jamaica into an even more beautiful place.

We have never believed that because a
product is designed to be rugged and reliable, it
need’'nt also be pleasing to the eye. True, an
unattractive product may function just as well, but
we think that Tropicair would be doing the
architects and builders of Jamaica a great disservice
if our products fell short of their own exacting
requirements of beauty and good taste.

Whether it be jalousie windows or curtain
walling, sliding glass doors, frontages or any of the
range of products manufactured by Tropicair, our
high standards of design, ruggedness and beauty that
have earned the confidence of the building industry
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Jamaica more beautiful.

vill always remain high.

On every hand, there is evidence of
yrogress. Modern apartment complexes are replacing
ushlands. Shacks and delapidated buildings are
Jiving way to towering high-rise buildings and
otels. Attractive housing estates abound where
lums, swamps and wide open spaces used to be as
his dynamic pace of change and improvement
:ontinues, we are seeing a more beautiful Jamaica
infolding.

We at Tropicair are proud to be playing a
yart in this development, and of the privilege of
vorking so closely with those who are responsible
or planning and construction.

We pledge that the standards of design,
manufacture and beauty of every Tropicair product
will never be lowered; that our products will always
be made with extra care. This means a lot to us,
because we want to make Jamaica more beautiful.

tropicair

Always made with extra care.

A member of the CI \ group of companies
\\‘f
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. .. IN THE SHAPE OF
both ‘old’, traditional
and new

MATERIALS

ARCHITECT(J

These principles — as represented
by sketches, are mainly related to the
basic shelter and low-cost facilities;
but, considering the environmental
analysis and suggestions as to the use
of materials, etc., the question could
be asked . .. .. DOES THIS STUDY
FORM A BASIS FOR FURTHER
STUDY. RELEVANT TO THE NEED
FOR A NEW APPROACH TO ARCHI-
TECTURE IN JAMAICA?
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ONLY TROPICAL GAS CO.INC.

has a complete line of South Bend Ranges, Bake-Ovens, Deep Fryers, Water-Heaters and other
Kitchen Equipment for Restaurants, Hotels and Institutions. Complete Kitchen Engineering
"Services are available on request, including Design, Layout and Installation.

Infra-Red Broiler

Broils steaks in half the
time ... pre-heats in 30
seconds

Hi-Speed Graduated Heat Top

Saves up to 23 minutes
?ga(;"”g 8 ga‘lll'ons from High-Speed Grate-Top
to boiling Saves up to 13 minutes
heating 3 gallons from 70°
to boiling

Hi-Speed Fry-Top Hi-Speed Uniform Heat'Top
Eurkn.lelr gov;er thaht il Features rugged, reinforced
e killed. Smoot |
. ; alloy top for durability ...
p(.)hShPfd cas't |ron.fry top inter-lock design to contain
with high raised sides. spill-cuers

TROPICAL GAS CO.INC,,

41A HALF-WAY-TREE ROAD, KINGSTON, TELEPHONE: 936-2190

( Dealers throughout Jamaica )

TROPIGAS ) ; the safe, pure, clean, quick, economical fuel that NEVER

lets you down !
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‘RHINOCEROUS’
A carving by Donald Gilzene.

“Donald Gilzene is a Rastafarian who had begun spon-
taneously to carve in wood some 3 or 4 years ago. He
lives in Linstead, and was first noticed by the sometime
Director of Studies of the Jamaica School of Art, Mr.
Harry Thubron. He ranks now with Artists who do
original wood carving”.

Alex Gradussov, Editor, “Jamaica Journal”.

Ogun: “Yoruba and Afro-Caribbean Creator God, seen here in his aspect of divine craftsman’.

Jamaica Architect
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Og‘un by Edward Brathwaite

My uncle made chairs, tables balanced doors on, dug out
coffins, smoothing the white wood out

with plane and quick sandpaper until
1t shone like his short-sighted glasses.

The knucles of his hands were sil-
vered knobs of mails hit, hurt and flat-

tened out with blast of heavy hammer. He was knock-
knee’d, flat-footed and his clip clop sandals slapped across
the concrete

flooring of his little shop where canefield mulemen and a
fleet

of Bedford lorry drivers dropped in to scratch them-
selves and talk.

There was no shock of wood, no beam
of light mahogany his saw teeth couldn’t handle.

When shaping squares for locks, a key hole
care tapped rat tat tat upon the handle

of his humpbacked chisel. Cold
world of wood caught fire as he whittled : rectangle

window frames, the intersecting x of fold-
ing chairs, triangle

trellises, the donkey
box-cart in its squeaking square.

But he was poor and most days he was hungry.
Imported cabinets with mirrors, formica table

tops- spine-curving chairs made up of tubes, with hollow
steel-like bird bones that sat on rubber ploughs,

thin beds, stetched not on boards, but blue high-tensioned
cables,

were what the world preferred.
And yet he had a block of wood that would have baffled
them.

With knife and gimlet care he worked away at this on
Sundays,

explored its knotted hurts, cutting his way
along its yellow whorls until his hands could feel

how it had swelled and shivered, breathing air,
its weathered green burning to rings of time,

its contoured grain still tuned to roots and water.
And as he cut, he heard the creaks of forests:

green lizard faces gulped, grey memories with moth
eyes watched him from thewr shadows, soft

liquid tendrils leaked among the flowers
and a black rigid thunder he had never heard within
his hammer

came stomping up the trunks. And as he worked within his
shattered

Sunday shop, the wood took shape : dry shuttered

eyes, slack anciently everted lips, flat
ruined face, eaten by pox, ravaged by rat

and woodworm, dry cistern mouth, cracked
gullet crying for the desert, the heavy black

enduring jaw; lost pawn, lost won;
emerging woodwork image of his anger.
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Whenwe
talk Business

we mean
Business.

Business is a language we understand. If you’re looking for a bank
that speaks the language of business as well as understands it, then
come in and see us at Scotiabank. We can advise you on everything
that has anything to do with business . . . Investment oppor-
tunities, loans, transfer of funds.

We also do all the other things that a bank is expected to do, like
providing you with night depository facilities and attractive
interest rates for loans and deposits and a good working knowledge
of the Carifta area.

There are 42 Scotiabank branches to serve you throughout
Jamaioa. And each Scotiabank branch manager is ready, willing
and able to talk business with you.

Scotiabanlsﬁ amaica

* WHERE PEOPLE COME FIRST’
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Residence

for Mr I. R.CHEN

Cardiff Hall
Runaway Bay

Lot 508 Edwards Avenue, Cardiff Hall, St. Ann

Clients requirements were to provide a three bed-
room vacation house, to accommodate 6 persons.

The house was required to be ‘“‘somewhat gracious”,
and, if possible, “to reflect the charm and character of
many of our older dwelling houses.”

The site slopes from the entrance on Edwards
Avenue, towards the golf course on the western boundary.
There was one tree of merit — the “lignum vitae” (the
National tree), and clusters of “‘yellow elder”, which were
retained for landscaping purposes.

The house was sited to take advantage of the mag-
nificent views afforded by two golf courses and the sea.

The prevailing wind is from the north-east and ad-

ARCHITECT: CARL C. CHEN

Contractor:  Alfred Chen
Floor tiles: Gore Bros. Ltd.
Blocks: St. Jago Block Factory

The wide, covered patio surrounds three sides of the Living-Dining area.

justable louvred windows and doors provide adeguate
natural ventilation, and serve as an option to air-condition-
ing.

The architect decided to induce a unified housing
cluster by physically relating the new residence to adjacent
houses. No fences were erected between adjoining lots.
Social contact was enhanced and the opportunity was
provided for guests to meet each other, informally.

Semi-private spaces such as the living-dining areas,
patios, terraces and the pool, allow several activities to
occur simultaneously, without conflict.

Windows were not provided on side-walls, so as to
maintain privacy from adjoining lots.

Windows:
Paints:

Builders Aluminium Ltd.
Berger

Sanitary Equipment: Facey Commodity Ltd.

Shingles & timber: Hardware & Lumber Ltd.
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KEY TO FLOOR PLAN

Driveway

Garage

Patio

. Living-Dining Room

. Pool Terrace

. Swimming Pool

. Bedroom (1)

Bath & Dressing Room
Bedroom (2)

10. Bedroom (3)

11. Passage

12. Kitchen

13. Laundry

14. Maid’s Room & Bath
15. Visitors Room & Bath
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The Living-Dining area is spacious and cool. Beyond the pool,
the existing Lignum Vitae tree has been attractively incorporated
into the landscaping.

From the living room area,the well
kept golf course provides a seemingly
endless vista of lawn and trees.
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Main entrances and parking areas at rear
are attractively landscaped. Wooden sun
shades cut down on glare.

photos by Neville Hylton

The pool site, below the level of the lawn and placed at the far end of the property, affords privacy to bathers and protects residents from the sometimes
noisy activity around a pool.
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Close-up of the units, showing the attractive pergolas which add shade, interesting patterns and great charm to these apartments.

PROTECTION FOR FACTORIES,
OFFICES, SCHOOLS, CHURCHES

AND ALL OTHER PREMISES

Everything in modern interior fire extinguishing
equipment is available from a single source:

Fire- Safety Company Ltd.

This company can survey, analyze, recommend and
A) instal the correct type and amount
of latest design fire protection
equipment for every class and size
of property exposure.

MODEL 470

(One of our Fire Hose
Cabinet styles.)

he fire-safety company itd.

2 -4 Gretna Green Avenue, Kingston 11

L i el

FIRE

(entrance on Hagley Park Road) SAFETY
Tel: 933-9189 0r933-8721
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Residence for

Mr. & Mrs. A. G.LOWE
St. Andrew

DESIGN PROGRAMME

A three bedroom residence with maximum entertainment
areas to fit the site and to take advantage of the gully
course that runs through the site.

DESIGN SOLUTION

It was decided to use the house as a bridge over the gully
between the two portions of the land. The public entrance
of the carporte and service court would be located in that
portion of the land adjacent to the access road, whereas
the bedroom block would be located across the gully away
from the public areas for maximum privacy. A breeze-
way and covered patio was placed over the gully to take

ARCHITECTS & A. G. LOWE & ASSOCIATES

ENGINEERS:

Contractors: Scott Brown & Associates
Electrical Contractor: L. A. Brown Ltd.

Floor Tiles: Philip Gore

Carpets: Jamaica Carpet & Drapery Ltd.

advantage of the day breeze that blows up the gully and
the night breeze that blows down the gully.

Since the approach to the house is slightly higher than the
actual location of the house, it was decided to use shingles
to roof the house as this is much more attractive to look
down upon than other types of roofing. Natural split blocks
left unpainted were used for the majority of the exterior
walls. This was done primarily to reduce maintenance
cost to a minimum since extraordinarily high scaffolding

would be required when painting those walls that are
located over the gully.

Glass Doors & Windows: Kawneer Jamaica Ltd.
Kitchen Cabinets: Nation’s Manufacturing Ltd.
Steel Works: Gregory Welding Engin. Ltd.
Wrought Iron Grills: Vincent Moosie

Concrete Blocks: Stephen Vibrapac Ltd.
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Family Room and Sun-Deck which are over the gully; the




The “Bridge” over the gully is seen here from the Car Port railing. - i
|

The natural split blocks never need painting.

KEY TO FLOOR PLAN
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We can
save you

lots of
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A Solar Hot Water Heating Module! It uses no
gas, no electricity. That’s why it saves you
money. Yet a Solar Absorber generates upwards
of 20 gallons of hot water a day. Weather proof,
easy to assemble and available custom built to
your particular requirements. A Solar Absorber
can be used just about anywhere — Hotels,
Hospitals, even for swimming pools. Check us
for more money saving details . . . now.

KINGSTON METAL PRODUCTS LTD.
Cnr. Ashenheim & Development Rds., Kgn.
Telephone 39111, 38824, 36307.

®

Q

> AMERON
ENGINEERING LTD.

19 HOLBORN ROAD, KGN. 10
CABLES **CAM™, KINGSTON,
TEL: 93-63565

CIVIL
ENGINEERING

BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

F. JAMES CAMERON
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Q

TAKE YOUR OFFICE
WITH YOU IN YOUR
CAR?

YES! As easy as...

FIXED MOBILE RADIO
TELEPHONE

GOMTEGH LTD.

45 Eastwood Park Road, Kingston 10
Telephone 926 - 8286




0FAL Home DispLay

CENT

35 CALEDONIA RD, MANDEVILLE, TEL. 962 - 2840

We proudly represent these firms

WHERRY WHARF LTD. x TONIO TILE & METAL WORKS * NATIONAL
ELECTRONICS « BRUMALIA HOUSE LTD. * PLUMBRITE SALES &
SERVICE LTD. » KIDDIECRAFT LTD. » RIPCOLTD. » MONCRIEFF’'S
PATIO SHOP + MIDDLESEX LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD. *+ MATTHEWS
& CLARKE LTD. * MODERN DECORATORS LTD. * TOWNEND & GODFREY
LTD. = JAMAICA CERAMIC INDUSTRIES LTD. * H.Y.SUPERMARKET
KOOLVENT ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS * ATLANTIC ALUMINUM & STEEL
LTD. « HARDWARE & LUMBER LTD. * JAMAICA REINFORCED PLASTICS
LTD. * MAGIC KITCHEN LTD. * PLASTIC LAMINATES LTD. + FONTANA
FASHIONS =+ WESTERN REFRIGERATION SERVICES « JAMAICAN
HERITAGE SALES CO. LTD.+ RIPCO LTD. + FURMAJOIN INDUSTRIES LTD.

OPENING HOURS

WEEKDAYS:9 AM. — 9P.M.
SUNDAYS: 1.P.M. — 6 P.M.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: 10 AM. — 4P.M.

MODERN BUILDING .
ENTERPRISES LTD -

35 Caledonia Rd. Mandeville
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We built a building to make it

easier for you to build yours. We chose the site — to offer plenty of parking

space. And no traffic jams. We planned the layout to provide storage facilities for the widest selection

of hardware. To be secure. To provide facilities for fast, easy loading. To be comfortable. And we added
quick service, competitive prices and attractive discounts for cash. At Facey Commodity Hardware, Newport

West, you'll find everything for building — its built with builders in mind.

FACEY COMMODITY
: HARDWARE DIVISION

IV ON 61 Newport Blvd., Newport West

THE BUILDING 7
BUILDING <&
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Introduction: With increasing urbanisa-
tion, man’s ability to provide for his
shelter has depended less on his own
resources and more on his ability to pay.
The migrant into the city finds land is
already staked out into lots which he
has to buy or rent. As he is often with-
out skills or income he can seldom pro-
vide housing to meet his needs. The
large numbers of such people coming
into the city has resulted in slums, over-
crowding and squatting and a heighten-
ed competition for wages to pay for
homes. At the same time urbanisation
and economic development are associa-
ted with a growing middle class who see
a dwelling not only as a means of ob-
taining shelter but of expressing their
status in the process of upward mobility.
(Houses and property are also important
for investment purposes when the stock
market is small and erratic and inflation
is occurring).

The home becomes an opportunity
to express a ‘life style’ and this is also
reinforced by the furniture and fittings.
It is not surprising that as Jamaica
moves to higher levels of affluence the
structure of personal consumption ex-
penditure changes so that less is spent
on food and more proportionately spent
on furniture, furnishings and household
equipment, and miscellaneous services !
That expenditure on housing has not
risen equally fast is probably more indi-
cative of the shortage of housing at
present than of any reluctance to spend
on this commodity 2

The provision of housing is generally
regarded as an aid to economic dev-
elopment and a means of attracting
savings. There are important social
benefits too, family life can be strength-
ened by improvements in housing con-
ditions and employers are increasingly
concerned about the housing of their
workers (Daily Gleaner 19/1/71). A
better house is not only of concern,
therefore, to the individual family, but
such aspirations are reinforced by the
values of society. The strength and
type of the aspirations held, and the life
styles associated with different types of
accommodation are of importance in the
devising of a housing programme and
in the physical development of urban
and rural areas. This paper has made
an attempt to see how these aspirations
vary for different sections of Jamaican
society and the life styles that are
evolving with greater affluence.

Housing Aspirations and Present Hous-
ing Conditions: Housing aspirations are
determined partly by present living con-
ditions and partly by the extent to which

HOUSING
ASPIRATIONS
AND
CHANGING
LIFE-STYLES
IN
JAMAICA

by Margaret Willis, B.A.

The author, Margaret Willis, is a Sociologist
attached to the United Nations Development
Programme Physical Planning team, Kingston,
Jamaica, and a Senior Research Officer, Minis-
try of Environment, London, England.

A number of her articles have been published
giving the results of various social surveys con-
ducted among residents on housing estates in
London. Her most recent publication is the
“Sociological Content of Structure Planning”,
Journal of the Town Planning Institute, Novem-
ber 1970.

they can be realised. Among the lowest
socio-economic groups there are many
who although living in extremely poor
housing appear to see little hope of im-
proving on their present circumstances.
Their housing aspirations, therefore ap-
pear to be minimal. In rural Jamaica,
where studiesshave shown that over half
the houses are in poor or unfit condition,
115 farmers in East Hanover4put better
housing as seventh in a list of priorities
and only 10 farmers mentioned it. It
would seem as if the farmers could see
little incentive in having a better house
when basic environmental facilities were
lacking. Response to improvements in
farming methods and equipment can
also be affected by the living conditions
of the farmer. Modern accommodation
for his animals is not going to be regard-
ed as important when that for himself
and his family is so poor.

Self-help schemes can fail for the
same reason, i.e. apathy resulting from
extreme poverty. Where a rough shelter
had been provided in rural Jamaica, in
the hopes that the farmer would build
more, nothing much was done to the
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house which was left in its rough state.

Aspirations can also be stifled by
extremely bad physical conditions such
as overcrowding. The one-room houses
at Majesty Pen are an example where
little movement out has occurred (the
rents are very cheap and rent debts are
common) but the conditions seem to
have led to more than the average num-
ber of mental breakdowns particularly a-
mong the mothers. Some people have
to live in slums because they cannot
find anywhere else at the very low rent
they can afford — the aged, mothers
supporting families alone, the unemploy-
ed for example. The characteristics of
such living environments can be one of
despair, its inhabitants are depressed
and passive, and through lacking the
capacity to move out there develops a
‘fear’ of the outside. At the same time
there is little feeling of neighbourhood
or community:

Some migrants to the city fail to
adapt to urban society. In parts of West
Kingston there are those people who
have remained there a long time and
whose life style reflects more the coun-
try districts from which they originally
came than the urban area in which they
are living. They have a little piece of
enclosed ground where animals are
kept and common spaces are used by
them for grazing. Their piece of land
basically provides them with some kind
of economic security in a situation
where they find jobs difficult to get.
These people may well have minimal
housing aspiration because in some
ways they have become divorced from
the rest of society.

Movement from the Slum: Many
migrants and newcomers to the city
start by renting some sort of accommo-

1.  Department of Statistics — National
Income and Product 1968.

2. For example, the number of new mort-
gages in 1969 was only 7% more than
in 1963, although the amount of dollars
involved increased by 160%. Owner-
ship of dwellings has shown an annual
average growth of 2.6% (1959-68, con-
stant prices) but since 1964 the rare has
declined and was only 1.9% in 1967-68.
Rents too have increased less than that
of personal consumption expenditure as
a whole although this could conceal
differences between different sectors of
the housing wmarket.

3. Ministry
Section.

4. B. Von Heck and C. McCulloch —
“Small Hill Farmers in Jamaica,”
U.N. FAO Report — June 1969.

5. Juan A. Casasco — “The Social Func-
tion of the Slum in Latin America:
Some Positive Aspects.”

of Housing, Sociological
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dation in the slum but because they
have both a positive psychological res-
ponse to better themselves and greater
economic opportunities they are more
likely to move out after a short period
than those people described above
Movement from the slum is likely to be
to the shanty towns; an opportunity
arises because a relative knows of a
vacant room or an addition is built in a
rent yard. The admittedly few who were
moving from the communal housing at
Trench Town were, it seems, going to
the squatter area in McGregor Gully or
the rent yards at Cockburn Pen, These
areas are still poor but there are not the
youth gangs and the same amount of
violence. This concern with the increas-
ing amount of violence and the bad
name of their area, which residents say
makes it difficult for them to get work
when they give their address, are the
main incentives for moving away from
this part of Trench Town.

Privacy: To improve their housing
conditions so that they can have rela-
tively more privacy is a major aspira-
tion. The Government communal housing
at Trench Town®can have up to 60-75
people sharing the same facilities. This
generates squabbles and fighting
amongst the inhabitants, particularly the
women. The communal kitchens are
rarely used, the women preferring to set
up their coal stoves outside their own
doors. The yards in the shanty towns
are smaller and people, by electing to
go there, feel they have some choice of
neighbours. Even so, the Shankland Cox
survey of Trench Town found that people
in both squatter and older government
housing, where kitchen and lavatory
facilities were shared, have an over-
whelming desire for more privacy. Peo-
ple in newer Government housing when
asked what they liked about it expressed
most satisfaction ‘with the self-contain-
ment’, ‘with everything under the same
roof’. Those who owned their houses
and had their own facilities frequently
expressed a need for more privacy
within the dwelling, desiring more
separation between living, dining, cook-
ing and sleeping areas. A number of
them coped with this by erecting their
own partitions or by building additional
make-shift rooms. This same desire
seems to occur among some middle
income families who prefer a larger
number of separate rooms, although
they are smaller, which they can ‘pro-
perly’ furnish.

Frustrated Aspirations: The dominant
aspiration of people in shanty towns is
security. Eyre?suggests that often the
squalor and insanitary conditions that
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arise reflect the residents’ present in-
security. When there is security many
of the people in shanty towns do in fact
invest a considerable amount in the
home and its furniture and sometimes a
concrete house may eventually replace
the hand-made wooden shack. At the
present time few people seem to be
moving out of West Kingston. There is
some evidence that these type of
people prefer to remain there®and most
of the movement that does take place
is within the area? Status is achieved by
getting a Government house, particular-
ly if it is bought rather than rented, and
ambitions then are to furnish it —
usually on credit — and to maintain the
payments on the house and furniture.

It is at this point of limited oppor-
tunities to improve status and a reluct-
ance to go to areas away from their
work, markets and recreation that frus-
tration may develop. Eyre7 has pointed
out that ‘most shanty town dwellers are
upwardly mobile. They are savers, not
prodigal spenders as are most slum
dwellers’. But amongst these people
employment is often casual, seasonal
and irregular and even taking into ac-
count household incomes and an im-
provement in earnings from say J$10 to
J$18 to J$20 a week there is still no
chance of their entering the housing
market provided by private development.
Nor is it likely that there is much in the
way of filtration upwards into houses
vacated by the middle class. Abrams
says ‘building new houses for a higher
income group does not release many
second hand dwellings for lower income
families. A few houses may enter the
lower rent market, but the demand is so
great that this does little to enlarge the
low-cost housing supply'l.0 In Kingston
it is apparent that there are pressures
to take over older housing for com-
mercial purposes and developers are
buying up larger lots to build apart-
ments, etc., so that opportunities for
the lower income market could well be
limited.

At the same time rising costs of living
undermine any gains in income. In such
circumstances life styles and aspirations
will be differently oriented from those
who get the opportunity of a better
house. For example, greater expenditure
will be more likely on clothes and enter-
tainment, and aspirations centred on ac-
quiring a Honda.

Home Ownership: To own rather than
rent a house is a major aspiration for
people in all socio-economic groups.
Those who owned rather than rented
houses in Trench Town were more likely
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to wish to stay in the area, while the con-
ditions of their houses were somewhat
better than those rented out. Govern-
ment houses in Trench Town which are
bought on a mortgage often have new
additions and there is greater indivi-
duality than among rented property. At
Elletson Flats ‘a great deal of rivalry and
competition centred on the provision of
ornate fences and gates. Concrete
breeze-blocks, plastic coated wire mesh
and wrought-iron grilles appeared al-
most overnight'.

The possession of a house has al-
ways been an important goal for the
Jamaican farmer, although probably
taking second place to the ownership
of a piece of land. A house gives the
farmer a certain degree of security. A
man who is able to take his wife to a
house of his own is in a position to
marry legally which gives him a higher
status than people on estates with which
house a person possesses is a deter-
minant of social status; a good house
is usually a concrete one, the Jamaican
farmer having adopted urban middle
class values.

Many families frequently have to
rent because they have not the capital
for the down payment to buy a house.
Even amongst the cheapest privately
built estates the down payments effec-
tively eliminate those earning much less
than J$30 a week. The lowest down
payment at Duhaney Park is about
$400. At Independence City $546 is re-
quired for a 2 bedroom house and
$890 for a 3 bedroom. At Elletson
Flats, built by Government, where in
1967 the down payment was only
J$360, those moving in were predom-
inantly in low grade white collar jobs,
skilled workmen and service workers
like drivers, policemen, etc., who were

6. Shankland Cox Owverseas — Jamaica:
“Trench Town. The Renewal of An
Urban Community.” Also see “Hous-
ing Development for Trench Town"
this issue.

7. L. A. Eyre — “The Shanty Town,
A Reappraisal,” 1970.

8. In Trench Town, 1967, 85.2% said
they wished to remain in the area (De-
partment of Statistics — “A Survey of

Housing Conditions in Trench Town,”
1967.

9. N. H. Gentles — “A Case Study of
Jones Town.” An Analysis of Popula-
tion Movements within the Kingston
Metropolitan Area (Thesis in Geo-
graphy Department, U.W.1.).

10. Charles Abrams — “Man’s Struggle
for Shelter in an Urbanising World,”
p. 220.



upwardly mobile. The author of the
study of Elletson Flats''found that al-
though the residents were less sophis-
ticated, less educated and of a lower
status than people on estates with which
they compared themselves, yet their
aspirations for themselves and for their
community were of much the same kind.

Life Styles and Life Chances: The
life styles of these people appear to be
similar to those in new housing estates
in other parts of the western world
where people are in a similar position
economically and owning their first
home. In this situation the residents are
interested in building fences and addi-
tions, landscaping their lots, and dev-
eloping friendships with next door
neighbours. Community Associations
are often formed to maintain good stan-
dards on the estate.

It would seem, therefore, that as life
chances and expectations of household
members become similar, their life
styles also become more similar. The
pattern of priorities of prospective house

purchasers seems to reflect their dif-
ferent economic levels and would prob-
ably be similar to those expressed in the
States, although perhaps less so in
England. For example, those people
without cars are concerned about near-
ness of schools, public transport, shop-
ping centres and other civic amenities.
Developers of Portmore are emphasizing
the amenity aspects in their advertising,
at Harbour View a new shopping centre
has been built. However, those higher
up the socio-economic scale, who own
cars, on purchasing a house are more
likely to ask about the surrounding pro-
perties and the neighbours than enquire
where the school is, i.e., the location of
the neighbourhood is of primary im-
portance. Up in the hills the life style is
heavily dependent on a high degree of
affluence where two cars are owned and
the wife is able to transport the children
and the maids.

Jamaican Middle Class: In some res-
pects the Jamaican middle class way
of life is different from its counterpart
in the U.S. and England, although the
tendency is probably to reduce rather
than to increase the dissimilarities. For
example, the middle class families are
larger in Jamaica and ties with kin are
recognised to a wider extent. Mobility
both vertical and horizontal is limited
and probably the smallness of their
numbers and their concentration in
Kingston makes status more rigidly
determined. Emphasis on the nuclear
rather than the extended family is
usually associated with increased op-

portunities for upward mobility. The
consequences of this trend would be the
increasing demand for smaller accom-
modation, with old and young people
particularly desirous of living indepen-
dently. The growth in the number of
apartments and smaller town houses
could well be the start of such a trend
in Kingston.

The large number of people who
have been available to act as servants
has had an influence on the provision
of accommodation in the houses. The
separate maid’s room and facilities, the
lack of modern equipment in the kitchen,
it's not being used as a dining-kitchen
are all examples of the effects of em-
ploying servants. With increasing dif-
ficulties in getting suitable staff and the
rising costs of labour in maintaining the
house and garden, there could well be
a change in type of accommodation
preferred. Already it seems as if some
older people, whose children have
grown up and left, are preferring to sell
their houses, because of the problem of
maintenance and upkeep, and take an

apartment or town house. The additional
consideration of greater safety could
also be directing these people’s pre-
ferences away from the detached, one-
storey house.

Another factor linked to that above
is the lack of do-it-yourself activities in
home-making. Because no white collar
person likes to do or be seen to do
manual work he would always prefer to
employ labour. It is perhaps difficult to
judge the effects of this but it could well
have an influence on the attitude of the
men to the home. They would not see
the home — or the maintenance of the
car — as a hobby and so this could well
lessen the time they spend at home.
Another consequence could be the lack
of interest in design in interior decora-
tion, furniture and furnishings. The fur-
niture industry has had no occasion to
develop interest in anything other than
what is already selling and with few
‘handyman’ products there would not be
the promotional compaigns of things to
do in the home. Against such a back-
ground, ideas from abroad, in magazines
or visits, would have little influence.

The Future: The larger developers in
all levels of the private market have
tended to keep the same criteria of
house design as they have done in the
last 10 years or so and are using the
same production methods. With a
sellers’ market and the rising costs of
building and land, financial considera-
tions seem to have been dominant. The
pressures have all been on reducing
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space, first in the home and more
recently in lot size. Perhaps there is
less resistance to the latter as Jamai-
cans have never been keen on outdoor
living. Increasingly in recent times the
verandah has been enclosed with grill-
ing.

The immediate future indicates rising
building costs, probably rising faster
than salaries, and upward pressure
from those who have been excluded
from the private market. This would
tend to limit aspirations to that of own-
ing a house so that conventional designs
determined by the developer rather than
the consumer will continue. There is
also likely to be a continuing concern
for the ‘best’ neighbourhood their in-
comes can buy. The middle class is
probably too small, the class division
too wide and their own status too in-
secure for them readily to innovate.
Financial stringencies can also operate
against innovation, mortgages are easier
to get on new houses, for example, and
sub-letting is common. Concern with
maintenance and modernising costs
deters most people from moving into

older houses and it is partly for this
economic reason that indigenous mat-
erials are not favourably regarded. How-
ever, as Neil Richards has pointed out
in his articlel,zthe association these mat-
erials have with conditions of poverty
makes them socially unacceptable at
present.

There is little likelihood, therefore,
that the consumer will demand changes
in the current styles; it is, however,
probably rare that this occurs although
some changes result for reasons of
practicality. It is usually necessary for
the interest to be stimulated by ‘leaders
who are sufficiently ahead of the public
— and yet not too divorced from them —
to suggest new ideas which then get
support, perhaps in a filtered form, by
a process of advertising, the use of mass
media and personal recommendation.
Private business knows that it often has
to create a need or demand in the
public. In design matters the public
usually needs a guide as to the tastes
and standards it should adopt. It is,
therefore, up to the architects, including
landscape architects, furniture design-
ers and manufacturers, fabric printers,
paint producers and so on to bring about
changes in the Jamaican urban scene.

11. E. M. K. Douglas — “Continuity and
Change in a Jamaican Suburban Hous-
ing Estate” (Draft Report).

12. “Vernacular Housing — A Stylistic
Base” — by Neil Richards, this Issue.
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In January 1969, Shankland Cox Overseas were com-
missioned by the Hon, Wilton Hill, Minister of Housing and
Public Utilities, to prepare a housing development plan for
Trench Town. In briefing the Consultants, Mr, Hill em-
phasized that he was interested in building “Not just
houses, but communities.” “By building only houses”, he
said, “we sometimes perpetuate the very things we seek
to destroy. We convert board and cardboard slums into
concrete slums.”

The Interim Progress Report, setting out the prin-
ciples behind the planning approach, the principles
recommended for housing design and layout, and
financial appraisal recommending a range of contract costs,
was submitted in February 1969. On the basis of this Pro-
gress Report and in collaboration with Caribbean Planning
Associates and M. J. Stoppi and Associates (now Stoppi,
Carney, Bloomfield), the Consultants were instructed to
prepare contract documents for the first housing sector,
together with essential engineering work. Work on the
matter started on site in August 1969. The first housing
sector to the east of Ghost Town is currently nearing com-
pletion. The final development plan for Trench Town was
presented to the Minister in February 1970.

The plan reflects the Minister's wish to develop a
community rather than just build houses. The Trench Town
Comprehensive School, the Primary School and the
Hyacinth Lightbourne Creche clustered round the intersec-
tion of West Road and Seventh Street, already form an
embryonic neighbourhood centre. This will be consolidated
into a proper Trench Town Centre with supermarket, small
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produce market, a few shops, a post office and police
station. The main Youth and Community Centre (the plan
allows for four youth clubs in all, as well as a Trade School)
will be sited in the Centre and the plan allows for a large
district library with adjoining park.

There are approximately 3,500 new dwellings in the
areas proposed for re-development and the plan contains
phasing proposals aimed at minimizing the need to disperse
householders during construction period. The first neigh-

“bourhood is presently under construction on a site that has
allowed roughly 250 houses to be built with very few de-
molitions.

The first neighbourhood contains a mixture of dwell-
ings ranging from $2,400 to $4,000 inclusive of land and
site development costs. In addition, 15% of the dwellings
are provided, in small groups of 8 rooms each, with a com-
munity yard and shared sanitary facilities, for aged or
indigent people, There are three very small local corner
shops and provision has been made for a Basic School.

The housing design and layout has been strongly in-
fluenced by the Social Survey carried out in 1965 by the
Department of Sociology at the University of the West
Indies and also by an extensive programme of visits and
interviews carried out by the Consultants themselves. This
has led to a plan in which high-rise development is con-
fined to a small area at the Centre. The first neighbourhood
consists entirely of one and two-storey development in
which all the dwellings, apart from the old people’s dwell-
ings referred to above, have their own private yard and are
self-contained with their own bathroom and kitchen space.

Approach to Dwelling Design

As always in the construction of low cost housing,
there is a conflict between rising social aspirations on one
side and strict cost limits on the other. In the Consultants’
opinion, good low cost housing should give the greatest
possible improvement in people’s living conditions con-
sistent with a restricted price.

This means that money should not be wasted on
irrelevant complexities in planning, construction or services.
Within the basic drive for economy, therefore, certain
essential requirements are regarded by the Consultants as
sacrosanct, not to be sacrificed under any conditions.

These are:
(1) Each house, however small, should be self-
contained with its own bathroom and kitchen
space.

(2) All rooms should be simple in shape and their
dimensions should accommodate without un-
due difficulty the furniture which people are
likely to own.

(3) All houses should be designed to allow for at
least two separate sleeping spaces and ideal-
ly for three. These spaces may either be
achieved by the house-owner’s use of cur-
taining, etc. or else, in the larger units, by
permanent partitioning. In the smallest units
where privacy will depend on curtaining, etc.
it must be possible for all the compartmented
spaces to have natural light and ventilation.

(4) All roofs should be designed for reasonable
comfort: we would not regard this as being
achieved with uninsulated concrete roofs.

(5) All dwellings should have natural cross
ventilation.

(6) All dwellings should have a verandah, pro-
viding a shaded space for doing the laundry.
etc. and the verandah should, wherever pos-
sible, overlook the private yard.

(7) All dwellings should have their own private
yard. Wherever possible this should allow the
household to create an attractive and indi-
vidual “public face” for his house in addition
to the more basically functional part of the
yard where children play, the animals will live,
the clothes will be dried and, possibly, vege-
tables and fruit may be grown.

(8) Dwellings should give opportunity for addi-
tions.

Proposed House Types

All the house types being used in the first neighbour-
hood at Trench Town have their own private walled yards.
Apart from the ‘minimum’ dwellings described above, no
house has a lot of less than about 750 sq. ft. The relation-
ship of the enclosed space of the dwelling to the open
space of the yard is, in fact, the key feature of al! the
designs.

This relationship is important for two reasons. First,
because the yard (together with the verandah) will function
as an integral part of the living space, it is important that
the functional relationships work properly. For instance,
bearing in mind that many meals are likely to be taken in
the open and that most of the cooking is likely to be on
‘coal’ stoves in the yard, itis necessary to design the
kitchen with its sink, worktop and storage shelving, in
close relationship with the yard if it is to be of much use to
the house owner.

Second, because any extension to the dwelling
must take place in the yard, it is necessary to ensure that
the relationship between the dwelling and the yard is such
that this expansion can take place conveniently. For in-
stance, it would obviously not be desirable to design a
house in such a way that extensions inevitably blocked the
light or ventilation of existing rooms.

The A-Type houses, the smallest and cheapest being
built, are constructed back-to-back with allowance made
for cross ventilation through roof ventilators. Each house is
rectangular, about 12’ x 24’, with its long side giving on to
the walled yard which is about 15’ wide. The yards are
about 3’ longer than the houses, the additional 3’ allowing
for a small area of decorative ‘front garden’ type planting
by the front door. These very small dwellings are really no
more than single rooms. However, by careful placing of the
bathroom and kitchen ‘cove’, it has been possible to define
recesses so as to create separate sleeping spaces which
can be curtained off if need be. It will be noted that all the
natural bed recesses in these houses have good ventilation
of their own through windows or roof ventilators.

The ‘basic’ house is designed to allow for its exten-
sion to form an L-shaped dwelling round its central patio.
A number of houses will be built with this extension al-
ready constructed to show people what can be done. Thus,
even the smallest units can eventually be extended to
become modern, self-contained, three room houses. It will
be noted that these extensions can be built without block-
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ing up the light or ventilation to any existing room and
without any ‘party wall’ problems with the neighbours.

The B-type house, the next dwelling up the ‘housing
ladder’, is 325 sq. ft. as opposed to the 260 sq. ft. of the
smallest unit and is planned on exactly the same principles,
but with more generous dimensions. It will be noted that the
additional width makes a considerable difference to the
ease with which three separate sleeping spaces can be
provided.

The C-type house, 400 sq. ft., is the senior in the
range. It is a two-storey dwelling, usually used in groups of
four. As in the smaller dwellings, its long side faces on to
its private yard while the short front ‘face’ of the house has
a small garden separating it from the adjoining walk way.
The ground floor contains a single large room, with a
kitchen recess facing on to the yard. There are two up-
stairs bedrooms (one is in the form of an open gallery) and
the bathroom is planned conveniently at the foot of the
stairs where it is easily accessible from both levels. There
is a central roof-vent over the staircase which should help
in achieving a good cooling flow of air through the house.
As in the single-storey units, the C-Type is designed for
easy expansion into a four-room unit by building out into
the yard. '

The D-Type units can be described as two of the
basic A-Types set one on top of the other. But they are not
conventional flats and will retain the quality of houses,
being approached through private yards on opposite sides
of the building. Each has its main windows facing on to its
own yard, although there are subsidiary high level windows
for ventilation on the other side as well. The upper level
dwelling has an up-stairs verandah in addition to the down-
stairs yard, which it overlooks. Both dwellings can be
extended by additional ground floor rooms.

Layout

' The site of the first housing sector is roughly rec-
tangular with its long side in a north-east to south-west
axis. It is bounded on the north-west by the Collie Smith
Drive extension, from which it is divided by a retaining wall.
The northernmost corner of the site is cut off by the round-
about which allows for the connection of Collie Smith Drive
with Greenwich Park Road. The bare bones of the layout
are very simple. There is a single central road, linked by a
short branch to Penn Street in Admiral Town, and termina-
ting at the main access to the new Youth Club which
occupies most of the old cemetery site. Laybys for parking
and servicing are distributed along the central spine road.

af
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Access to most of the houses is from a system of walkways,
running parallel to the central road. These long walkways
are linked with the laybys by a series of irregularly spaced
short cross routes.

At two points these cross routes link up, in an informal
way, to act as the major pedestrian routes across the site.
The northernmost of these two routes links Rodney Street
Street in Admiral Town with the central of the three
pedestrian crossings over Collie Smith Drive. The southern-
most cross route, which winds its way through a series of
play-spaces and little planted squares along the line of the
old Trench Town gully (now piped-in), is part of a natural
pedestrian route leading from Penn Street, through the new
housing, to the major Youth and Community Centre at
Ninth Street and West Road and on to the Trench Town
Centre itself. It will be noted that the Basic School, the two
shops, and the four groups of old people’s rooms are
located on these cross routes.

The impression, as you walk along these footpaths
lined by walled gardens and single-storey houses with
deeply overhanging eaves, should be friendly and familiar
to people moving in from the surrounding squatter areas.
The Consultants have tried to rescue the positive qualities
of the environment which the squatters have created for
themselves, and to reinterpret it in a modern development.
The success or failure of this objective will depend in large
measure on the extent to which trees are planted. In this, as
in any Jamaican housing layout, landscaping is a most im-
portant and essential part of the environment for human
life. Itis intended that, in accordance with the strongly
expressed wishes of the Minister, the main walkways, the
squares and playspaces of the nightbourhood shall be
generously planted with shade trees. In addition, it is
hoped that home owners can be encouraged to plant as
many trees as possible in their own yards — possibly by
the provision of saplings free or at a subsidized price.

Large areas of single-storey houses can appear
monotonous and congested. The introduction of a few taller
units can create variety and release a little more space on
the ground for public and private space. It is partly for this
reason that a sizeable minority of the dwellings are planned
as two storey houses: some (C-types) are in compact
blocks of four units each; some (D-types) are in terraces of
‘up-and-over’ maisonettes: These taller houses are carefully
placed to help give a sense of shape to the neighbourhood.
They tend to mark the main entry, the centre and the im-
portant central pedestrian cross route.

VIEW AT THE END OF RODNEY STREET (typical cul-de-sac)
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The o
Housing Crisis
A Constructive Plea

by Brian William Tokar, B. Arch.

Brian William Tokar received his Bachelor
of Architecture Degree from the University
of Manitoba, and is presently employed by
the Architectural firm of H. D. Repole &

Associates.

As one looks down upon the city
from the hills above, a number of grave
issues facing the future growth and ex-
pansion of Kingston materialize.

Kingston, Jamaica, a developing city,
inhabited by over 500,000 residents,
seventy-five percent of whom are under
the age of 25 years, and the majority of
whom are financially deprived.

Kingston, Jamaica is on the verge of
exploding! The ramifications of a popu-
lation explesion upon any country or
city are many and widespread, em-
bracing nutrition, education, employ-
ment and finally, shelter. Each of these
areas suffers from the universal condi-
dition ie: Limited supply vs. unlimited
demand.

A housing crisis in Kingston within
the next ten to twenty years is inevitable
when one realizes just how many hous-
ing units will have to be provided for
that impoverished sector of the popula-
tion presentyl in adolescence. The pro-
blem will be compounded by the
inadequacies already existing in the
housing market today.

In this technological age it is a
simple matter, quantitatively, to calcu-
late the necessary amount of concrete,
steel, lumber and glass to facilitate the
needs of the building industry, in order
to cope with the demanding situation.
Although it does become increasingly
difficult for the Government to sub-
sidize the required housing, considering
the usually tight financial condition with-
in the Government structure, the real

problem, the area of greatest concern,
does not stem from the physical or the
monetary. The real problem hinges in-
stead on the nature of the quality of
the living environment inherent within
any specific housing scheme, Govern-
ment subsidized, or otherwise.

It is most unfortunate that our so-
ciety is structured in such a manner as
to apathetically postpone, continually,
the most urgent and pressing issues to
the point of crisis when something must
be done — anything! The ‘anything’ is
usually characterized by a deterioration

.of thought and an acceleration of aim-

less action. Housing, specifically low
income housing, is certainly na excep-
tion to that rule. There are numeruos
case histories in many cities of the
world to demonstrate the point in ques-
tion, and generally speaking the related
results are all too similar.

Areas slated for slum clearance and
redevelopment are redéveloped, vyes,
but too often the new housing is finan-
cially out of the reach of those tenants
who originally resided in the area. Con-
versely, the absolute minimum of ac-
commodation is provided: ie: bleak
cells, sadly lacking those amenities
which reflect a healthy, invigorating en-
vironment. ldentical rows of identical
housing units do nothing to stimulate
individuality and identity. It is inhuman
to design lifeless concrete monuments
for the living, where short-sighted ap-
praisal is measured by the quantity of
mass and volume alone. This type of
redevelopment is flushed with the stigma
of a future slum before the last nail
is hammered in place.

It is unfortunately, not even unusual
to find enormous tracks of virgin land
which are being developed for housing
programmes, literally cleared to the last
stick or shrub, with little or no plan for

relocation or replacement of the natural
growth.

High density, low income, mass
housing in Kingston, Jamaica, will be-
come a reality in the not too distant
future. A sensitive and thorough under-
standing of the situation is essential in
establishing a criteria to be developed
and applied in a manner which ex-
presses the qualities of a meaningful
living environment.

The design criteria of large scale
high density housing schemes must be
based on the individual rather than the
masses collectively, for it is of indivi-
duals that the housing environment is
composed. It is imperative that the
individual be able to identify with his
housing unit visually and psychological-
ly, in order to establish his sense of
place within the context of the environ-
ment around him. A variety of unit
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designs, or varying the juxtapositioning
of similar units attempts to achieve this
essential awareness. Residents could
be given the opportunity to modulate
and define their own interior spatial
makeup within the housing units. This
could be accomplished by providing
tenants with various free standing floor
to ceiling storage cabinets, which would
in effect serve as partition walls, separa-
ting kitchen, sleeping or living functions.
Vertically or horizontally offsetting hous-
ing units not only articulates the unit,
but allows part of the roofs of units
below or alongside to function as ter-
races. Locating laundry rooms and dry-
ing areas on the roofs of housing
complexes, if designed with no pitch,
demonstrates an efficient utilization of
an area commonly neglected. The ad-
ditional ground space realized can then
be planned as desirable recreational or
garden areas for children and adults
alike. No design can be considered
complete without an extensive investiga-
tion and subsequent spatial allowance
for exterior recreational functions in
order to complement the interior hous-
ing environment.

Although one can never dismiss the
absolute necessity of privacy regarding
particular functions, the development
of communal facilities and living
rooms within different groups of units
would certainly modify the rental pay-
ments involved, or at least substantiate
the more valuable ground levels of
tions to the housing scheme. Renting
the more valubale ground levels of
housing schemes for the development
of a variety of commercial faciiities
would reduce the total Government in-
vestment, in addition to providing im-
mediate shopping areas for the resi-
dents.

The various points mentioned may
seem somewhat fragmented, but it is a
practical attempt to initiate a basic line
of thought to a possibly neglected direc-
tion. Although no one answer will solve
the physical and environmental setbacks
concerning the residents of public hous-
ing schemes, one should not remain in
the context of large scale planning pro-
blems without stepping down, occa-
sionally, to the singular level of man,
the individual.

Kingston, Jamaica, will face a criti-
cal phase of building in the years to
come, a phase involving basic needs of
a specific people in an unique environ-
ment. Now is the time to dispense with
ill-conceived traditional ambiquities and
attempt to humanize the housing en-
vironment in the hope of formulating a
truly indigenous architecture respecting
a quality of life in Jamaica, as it should
be.
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THE
ADDITIVE
OFATTERN

JAMAICAN
HOUSING

by Peter Soares, Dip. Arch.

Many countries have, over the years established
patterns of building which are easily traceable to their
social, economic and technical advancement. Jamaica
is no exception, and the aim of this article is to discuss our
own techniques of building and to form projections from
this study.

In order to provide an historical background, let us
explore four separate developments of house building as
they evolved in England, Japan, Africa and the United
States.

ENGLAND: The Pattern of residential buildings in
England evolved from the concept that “a house is a
castie”, the unconscious symbol of security. They used
stone, and in latter years, brick, as their main building mat-
erial. The English house has remained ‘compact’ in terms
of spatial planning, and the rectangular plan-form with
limited surface areas became a convenient shape for re-
taining warmth in the interior of the dwelling. Middle class
housing developments were miniature versions of dwell-
ings designed for the upper-ruling classes, and detached
houses were and still are the perogative of the more af-
fluent groups. Street and village patterns began as isolated
groups of dwelling, but limited urban space and higher
construction costs resulted in more compact development,
and the terrace-housing concept came into being.
Monotonous row-housing was a nineteenth century feature
of the industrial cities. Now, proper environmental criteria
are adopted for modern, comprehensive housing develop-
ment. At present, very few housing projects are designed
to be additive ie: to cater for extension because of an
increase in family size) since mobility has been the trend
over the years. However, there are several advocates for
new housing to be designed as additive units.

JAPAN: A totally different pattern of house-building
developed in Japan. A house was planned as a building
element which could, out of necessity, be moved; and in
case of earthquakes, be rebuilt in its original form. Perhaps
the most important concept was the use of a modular
discipline of room sizes and heights based on the unit-size
of the tamati or room-mat. Rooms were built to a multiple
of one basic unit (i.e.: six mats, etc.). All Japanese houses
were built on the same modular principle and timber com-
ponents were cut to standard sizes. The use of lightweight
materials such as timber and paper, and the exploitation of
one basic construction technique developed into one of the
most consistent yet highly sophisticated architectural ex-
pressions. Thus, almost four centuries ago, Japan had
developed a vernacular system of building, using stan-
dardized components and a system of spatial planning that
could permit spatial changes according to personal inclina-
tion or social and economic necessity. The development of
industrialized building techniques and modular co-ordina-
tion has become the priority issue in the modern Building
Industry of many countries.

AFRICA: The pattern of building for habitation in
Africa, developed according to natural physical and cultural
circumstances, Topography, climate and social patterns
influenced the form and character of buildings that dev-
eloped. The Moslem culture and the hot, dry climate of
North Africa generated a housing pattern in which thick
‘adobe-type’ walls — painted white externally, small
window-openings, and courtyards, were peculiar features.
South of the Sahara, the physical constraints that in-
fluenced housing were impenetrable tropical foliage,
extremely long communication routes, and the need for

survival from both man and beast. In many areas, an entire
community was protected by an encircling wall, e.g.: the
fortified town of Gbande (Bande) in Northern Liberia, or the
walled City of Benin in Nigeria.

Dwellings were predominantly circular in shape — the
natural shape of the micro-protective enclosure or room
unit. Homesteads were multiples of the basic habitable
cell, and villages consisted of integrated clusters of
circular dwellings generally grouped around a central
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space. Jungle paths acted as communication routes,
linking separate villages.

Cities like Kano, in Northern Nigeria, represented an
interesting matrix of square and circuiar forms, comprising
irregular blocks and cylinders of dried mud, mud walls
sloping inward from base to top, mud domes on the
houses, and for those who could’nt afford mud, thatcn.

THE UNITED STATES: At first, there were the
shelters of the American Indians who, for the most part,
were ‘forced’ to lead a nomadic existence because of the
rigours of winter and the quest for food. Their houses were
tents which could be easily dismantled, transported and
re-assembled. When the European and English settlers
arrived, the vast natural forests provided the basic per-
manent building material. The ‘“Log Cabin” became
synonimous with the development of the early frontieis. In
some instances, the need for security resulted in the con-
struction of the “Stockade’’, or log wall around the villages.
Although built of timber, which was abundant, the houses
reflected the European heritage. A system of timber-frame
construction was developed. Later, machinery reduced
construction time, resulting in the production of iarge
numbers of houses. A modular system however, was never
instituted, until recent concern about the increasing cost of
buildings initiated the introduction of standardized build-
ing components in certain sectors of the Construction In-
dustry.

At present, the development of scattered townships
around the nucleus of an urban centre creates two patierns
of community structure, i.e., the city and the suburbs.
Sporadic growth of residential areas away from the tra-
ditional urban core, is symtomatic of spontaneous provision
of houses demanded by middle-class commuters. Such a
settlement pattern has far-reaching social and physical
consequences.

JAMAICA: Historically, buildings in Jamaica develop-
ed according to influences from diverse cultural sources.
On the one hand, the ruling Colonial class developed
houses which were basically European in ‘spirit’, but ‘con-
ditioned’ for climatic comfort, On the other hand, a
vernacular pattern which reflected the African heritage had
also developed. The circular homestead pattern and the
now unnecessary security-wall were discarded. The simple
one-room dwellings were based on the rectangle. The most
significant aspect of the housing pattern that evolved in
Jamaica, is the natural system of adding rooms to the
basic house-unit in response to an increase in family size,
and/or additional space required because of better eco-
nomic and social circumstances. Instead of being aban-
doned, the single cell was added to and often embellished
beyond being simply an enlarged dwelling, — to become
a “Great House”. This principle is evident primarily in the
‘tenement’ areas, where individual huts are spaced apart,
leaving room for additions.

In contrast to this, the new homes being built for the
striving “lower middle-class”, do not follow this traditional
pattern. These new houses, which cannot be added to
conveniently, create one of the most ‘distressing patterns
of human existence, — i.e. the family removing from their
home because their house does not allow for change or
expansion. The pattern of additive building fosters stability
and security because it establishes a permanent family
dwelling. On the one hand, some individuals, in an effort
to anticipate future needs, start by building houses that are
too large for the existing size of their families, and they
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either fail to complete them because of lack of funds, or
have to convert’ them into inadequate multi-family dwell-
ings. Transient occupants do not take care of property, and
these new houses soon deteriorate into slums. The re-
sources of this country are not sufficient to permit this. The
fault lies in trying to impose a pattern of building which is
unsuitable for this country.

The system of ‘additive units’ could turn the tide, in a
new approach to building in Jamaica. A relevant analogy is
the unit-by-unit growth of biological cells, which is only
a more dynamic form of the additive pattern. Many natural
processes, if interpreted by architects, could be studied as
a possible potential system that could be developed into
basic form of human settlement patterns.

The additive system would also re-establish the pos-

This Graham Heights residence

sibility of a permanent family home. It would encourage
ownership by ambitious young people with modest incomes,
and stimulate incentive and pride in the maintenance and
improvement of their property over the years. A small
dwelling could, for instance, be built for J$1500, and be
expanded as needed — to a full-sized house. From the
initial stage to the final stage, proper planning and phasing
could ensure architectural merit, and create an asset to
the physical environment — in an urban or rural setting.

The fabric of a country is born out of the ‘culture’ of
its residential buildings. If this additive concept of building
is renewed and interpreted with close adherence to our
tropical pattern of living, a truly indigenous spatial pattern
of physical development could emerge to stimulate and
enhance an indigenous type of architecture.

illustrates the additive concept. Architects: Peter C. Soares
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THE 10TH INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF THE UNION

OF
INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTS

. . . SOME OBSERVATIONS

by Louise McLeod,
B. Arch., T.P. (Technion, Israel)

In October 1969, the 10th International Congress of
the U.LLA. was held in Buenos Aires. The official theme of
the Congress was ‘“Housing of Social Interest”, and a few
countries were previously selected to present their work
to the Assembly.

| had the opportunity to be in Buenos Aires at that time,
and the Jamaican Society of Architects nominated me as
their representative to the Congress.

First, | woud like to point out the importance of such
Congresses, not only for the interest in the chosen subject,
but also because they provide an opportunity for archi-
tects to see what is built in other parts of the world, par-
ticularly in countries where conditions are similar to theirs.
They are able to see and compare solutions to their own
problems.

It also gives Architects from different countries a chance
to meet between sessions and in the social gatherings
organized (and also the ones not organized). They ex-
change personal experiences and establish personal
contacts and friendships.

| was the only representative of Jamaica, and with one
representative from Trinidad, we comprised the entire
representation for the Caribbean region. | would like to
stress the need to pay more attention to such meetings.
We should try to take advantage of these opportunities
to meet on an International level.

The subject of the Congress, “Housing of Social Interest”,
is indeed an explosive one for most countries, especially
the developing ones, where there is a tremendous shortage
of housing, where the income level is not enough to allow
people to buy a house or flat, and where the Governments
are usually too busy in other areas to give this matter the
interest that is needed.

All of these conditions do happen to exist in Argentina
and a large group of Argentinian architects tried to use the
Congress as their forum to voice their opinions and griev-
ances. Because of this, the opening session was rather
disorganized. As a result, the president was forced to
limit the sessions to merely a rigid presentation of papers
by the different countries, eliminating the possibility of
any debate or discussion. On the other hand, to give
satisfaction to a large number of delegates, mostly
Argentinian and other South American representatives,
commissions were set up to consider policies and condi-
tions of housing. These commissions were functioning
simultaneously with the Assembly sessions, but because of
the highly political and regional involvement of the majority
of delegates, | chose to stay in the sessions, and look at
and listen to the different projects presented. | also felt that
that was the main purpose of the Congress. After becoming
aware of what can be done, and what is done elsewhere,
it is each national section’s business to adopt whatever
measures it considers necessary to help its own country
to solve its problems. There was, nevertheless, a’resolution
passed at the Congress that all members impress upon
their respective governments the need to do their utmost
to help solve the housing problems of their countries.

It is interesting to compare the standards of the different
countries by seeing what each one considers of social
interest. In this respect, countries like the U.S.A., UK., or
U.S.S.R. differ so much from other countries like Argentina,
Spain or Mauritania. Their standards are so much higher
and so completely out of context for developing countries,
that the gulf separating them was very evident.

Two Interesting Projects:
The city of Corrientes is the capital of an Argentinian
province. It is situated in the north of the country and the
resources of the province are mainly agricultural. The
objective of the project was to settle within the city limits,
many families who were drifting from the villages, toward
the city, and settling as squatters in the outskirts of the
city.
Most of these people were people without skills, most
of them without permanent employment, and, since they
were coming from small villages, and very poor conditions,
they were not accustomed to modern facilities such as
kitchens and indoor plumbing.
The sponsors of the project had two tasks:
1. To provide a decent, permanent housing to replace
the shacks.
2. To teach the people to appreciate modern facilities.
For that purpose the project was organized in two phases.
In the first one, a basic housing unit was built on a sub-
divided piece of land. In the corner of four units, a latrine
was built, and shared between four families. At the same
time, a community centre was also built, and included in
the facilities there were showers and w.c’'s. A social
service was also provided to serve this community.
It must also be said that this was a self-help project. The
Government provided the land and the materials. In ad-
dition, the provincial government also provided the know-
how and technical guidance. The people provided the
labour, for their own house, and also for the community
centre, thus giving to this community a sense of belonging
and achievement which, | think, is lacking in the usual
schemes.
In the second phase of this development, another room,
kitchen and bathroom were added to the basic dwelling
unit. ,
The second project | found interesting was done in Madrid,
Spain. There too, the main problem is to settle in the city,
people that come from the country who are not used to
the ways of city-living.
This project aimed to provide a temporary dwelling for
these people, as a first step towards settling in the city
For this transition period, the design had to provide a
mixture of country living, with people knowing each other,
and sharing communal facilities, and city living, every one
having his own private flat.
In this project a large verandah was provided, as a com-
munal meeting ground, with access to individual flats. One
of the important characteristics of this housing was that it
was strictly, to be rented and could not be bought. It was
temporary, for a transition period only and families were
not encouraged to settle there. Building materials were
carefully selected to provide a familiar environment.|
| think that these two projects, although briefly described,
are of particular interest to Jamaica, because the same
problems exist here as in those two countries. We have
people who are, drifting to town, most of them from very
low income groups, and we are facing two problems.
1) To provide decent housing for them.

2) To introduce modern concepts of living, i.e. living in
apartments or flats, use of indoor plumbing, etc.
This should be a controlled process, in which help and
guidance should be provided along with the housing itself.

*+ DRAFT COPY OF RESOLUTION COMMITTEES’ PROPOSAL

U.LA. x/Doc. 35; 24 October 1969, Original: Spanish

WHEREAS PROPER HOUSING IS AS IMPORTANT TO ALL
MANKIND AS IS THEIR RIGHT TO HAVE PROPER FCOD,
HEALTH AND EDUCATION.

AND WHEREAS the Architects of the world recognize the
necessity for proper Housing in their respective Countries
and the inequities which exist in their social, econcmic
and cultural development and the Varying Degrees of
Advanced Planning, as well as the need to establish a
legal definition of minimum standards of habitability.

AND WHEREAS there is also deep concern about the gap

between incomes on the one hand and the cost of housing
on the other hand, as well as the need to remove the im-
pediments to the availability of land for housing.

AND WHEREAS there is a vital interest of the United Na-
tions in the field of housing, building and planning (as
expressed in the opening session of this congress by
Mr. Cibrowski, the personal representative of the United
Nations inviting all National Sections of U.LA.}, to co-
operate in providing essential information on low cost
housing projects designed in their respective countries.
AND WHEREAS the need for the fullest technical collabo-

ration and exchange of information on scientific research
and the education of architects is recognized.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the U.LA. urge the
architects, who are members of its national sections, to do
everything in their power to join with other professional
disciplines to assist their respective national and regional
governments to adopt the strongest possible housing policy
of high priority which can produce the greatest number of
dwelling units, in the shortest possible time, in accordance
with the best principies of planning of the total environment
including their social and financial aspects.
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JAGK PITTER LTD.

AIR-CONDITIONING and MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
Specializing in
INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AIR-CONDITIONING,

Mechanical Installations,
Refrigeration and Heating Systems.

Are sole distributors in Jamaica for

@ Westinghouse

COMMERCIAL and INDUSTRIAL AIR-CONDITIONING UNITS.

@JACK PITTER LTD. 22 OLD HOPE ROAD, P.0. BOX 20, Kingston 5. TELEPHONE: 936 - 3325

Sir Basil, Oscar, Paul or Marcel
were building here, they would
probably get in touch with us first.
For some help and advice. Then
utilise our services.

KIW ELECTRICAL LTD.

595%: Spanish Town Road, Kingston 11
Telephone 923-6941 or 923-7444.
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Sheraton Kin
Hotel

EXTENSION

ARCHITECTS:

CONSULTING
ARCHITECTS:

Structural Engineers
& Consultants:

Electrical & Mechanical

Engineers & Consultants:

Contractor:

Electrical Installation:
Mechanical Installation:
Plumbing:

Elevators & Escalators:

Asphalt Roofing:
Aluminium Windows &
Doors:

Roof Insulation:
Boiler, Chimney &
Breeching:

Hardware:

lce Machines:
OWNER

DESIGN CONCEPTS

SHEARER & MORRISON,
CHARTERED ARCHITECTS

TORO-FERRER,
San Juan, Puerto Rico

A. J. Benghiat & Associates in
collaboration with Dinos & Vasi,
San Juan, P.R.

O. P. Woodham Associates in
collaboration with Losi Assoc.,
San Juan, P.R.

A. D. Scott Lid.

Jamaica Electrical Enterprises
Conditioned Air Corp. Ltd.

A. D. Scott Ltd.

“Otis” — Bickneil & Kilpatrick
Ltd.

Trinidad Mastic Ltd.

Kawneer Jamaica Ltd.

Plastic Products Ltd.
Basil Davis Engineering Works

J. N. Harriman & Co. Ltd.
Tropical Gas Co. Ltd.

NEW KINGSTON LIMITED

To achieve its objective, the design of the new 200 room
extension had to be a balance of many factors. Prime con-
sideration was given to the following three factors —
guest accommodation, environment and economy.

GUEST ACCOMMODATION
The original cluster of 2-storey buildings comprised 200

74

gston

7 ‘photos by Quito Bryan

rooms. So in order that the Sheraton Kingston Hotel could
accommodate ‘“‘the convention group” another 200 rooms
had to be provided. With the addition of 200 rooms, most
of the existing service facilities had to be upgraded and
some had to be added.

In addition to the 200 rooms, the new 18-storey block also
houses new administrative offices, a large telephone
equipment room, staff changing rooms, new function rooms
and a roof-top restaurant and night club.

The main reception area had to be on the same level as
that of the existing main building and the entrance level
is one floor lower.

Therefore, to facilitate the arrival and ensure efficient move-
ment of convention groups and their baggage, an esca'ator
and two high-speed electronic elevators were installed.

ENVIRONMENT

Land space was limited and the existing rooms, shops,
administrative areas, service areas and pool area could not
be disturbed. The only solution was to rise vertically. All
rooms have large private balconies. The top floor has
a commanding 360 degree view of sea and mountains and
integration is achieved by the judicious use of materials
similar to those in the original buildings.

ECONOMY
The building embodies many of the established criteria in
construction cost controls. Chief among these are
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(1) compactness, (2) use of the double loaded corridor,
and (3) repetitive units in structure.

STRUCTURAL DETAILS

The building is supported on spread foundations taking
economic advantage of the favourable soil conditions in
the area.

The structure consists of flat slabs supported by columns
with a core for stairs and elevators and a few shear walls,
all reinforced concrete. It was designed to resist the high

Left: From Knutsford
Boulevard the off
centre ‘core’ containing
stairs, elevators and
service facilities adds
interest to the

design.

Right: As seen from
the pool & patio area,
the new high rise
extension relates to
the older two storey
structure through use
of similar wooden
balcony railings. Effec-
tive landscaping
softens the contrast

in height.

Jamaica Architect

seismic and hurricane loading normally applicable in Ja-
maica.

Television reception and radio reception for all rooms and
suites are provided through a master antenna system.

The electric power supply consists of a 208 volt, 3-phase
star system and a 300 KVA transformer.

The airconditioning system comprises a 350 ton centrifugal

chiller,fan coil units for the guest rooms and air-handling
units for the other areas.
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This spacious reception area
is one floor above the main
entrance foyer. The re-
gistration desk, shops,
lounge and main access to
the rest of the hotel
facilities are at this level.
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CEEN TERRACE

Typical

Right: Luxury Suite
(15th floor)
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urveying
Instruments
of High

Ision.

Model NA2

Standard deviation, double levelling 0.006 ft/mile
standard deviation, with parallel plate micrometer
0.0016 ft/mile.

Telescope magnification 30x.

Shortest focusing distance 6.6 ft.

Multiplication constant 100.

Levelling Instruments NKO1 Robust Builder’'s Level
N10 Small Builder’s Level
N2 Engineer’s Tilting Level
NA2 Automatic Level
Precision Level

Theodolites Compass Theodolite
Double Centre Repetition
Theodolite
Tacheometer Theodolite
Universal Theodolite
Precision Theodolite
Universal Instrument
Autoreducing Alidade

Tacheometers Precision Tacheometer
Autoreducing Tacheometer
Autoreducing Tacheometer
Invar Subtense Bar

For surveying instruments of highest precision, contact:-
Stanley Motta Ltd., Technical Sales Department,
2 -4 Geffrard Place, Kingston, Tele: 922 - 1640

HEERBRUGG

Jamaica Architect

students’ corner

Editor’s Note:

This new section in our magazine is primarily aimed at
young students who have ambitions of becoming Architects. It
is hoped that this column will give them some insight into the
profession as a whole, an explanation of some architectural terms,
introduce them to the work of world renowned Architects,
provide information that prospective students of Architecture
need to have regarding requirements for entering the profession,
schools that they may attend and areas of specialization within
the profession.

THE ARCHITECT AND ARCHITECTURE
by Aubrey U. Grant, Jnr. A.A.S. (Bldg. Constr.) B.Arch.

Let me begin by saying that if you are going to enter
the profession to make a fortune, then don’t. Very few men
do. The successful architect acquires another type of
wealth which will mean much more to him than all the
money he will ever have. The structure an architect creates
can last for centuries. Take the pyramid of Sachara in
Egypt as an example. This was designed by Imhotep over
600 years ago. It stili stands and the architect’'s name lives
on with it.

Architecture offers wonderful opportunities to the
potential Architect. In recent years the field has expanded
immensely, and in addition to housing projects, school
buildings and shopping centres, architects are now involved
in Environmental and Urban Planning. This development
gives the architect satisfaction in knowing that he is help-
ing people to live, work and play together better.

Does the architect ever become bored with his work?
The answer is no. Each assignment is different and chal-
lenging and requires individual thought and planning. |
must warn you though that the architect’s job is not only
to draw pretty pictures of buildings. This is the “Face
Card” architect. Today’s architect must be a combination
of a business man, organizer, technician, planner, econo-
mist, sociologist, surveyor, landscapist, engineer, artist and
finally a keen psychologist if he is to understand what his
client really requires.

Architecture is an Art, a Science and a Profession.
It is the wedding of Form, Function and Structure. Some
call it the amalgam of beauty, function and engineering. To
be architecture, the building must meet these three require-
ments. It must satisfy the social purpose or function for
which it was designed, it must be soundly built and safe
for the occupants and it must have beauty.

The practice of architecture is no magical short-cut
to riches but the competent architect can live comfortably
on the compensation he receives from his clients, the
building owners. As in the case of the doctor or lawyer,
his income wili depend on his talent and how he uses it
after graduation.

How can you tell if you are suited to be an architect?
Ask yourself these questions:

1. Can you draw? You don’'t have to be a Rubens or
or Picasso but you should be able to sketch neatly.

2. Can you visualize? You should be able to describe
in words and sketches what you see.

3. Do you have a grasp for dimension? An architect
must know his engineering.

5. Can you work under pressure? An architect's work
comes in spurts and he may have to work 16 to 18
hours per day to meet deadlines. (These hours may
increase during your 5 years at architectural school).

6. Can you synthesize? An architect must be able to
cope with a wide variety of information and come to
the correct solution.

* In the next Issue | shall deal with selection of schools.
Remember not all art and science is architecture but all
architecture involves art and science.

Issue 8

77



HON. SECRETARY:
Stanley G. Kennedy

ASST. SECRETARIES:
Louise McLeod
Clifton Yap

John Martin

Raymond Mclintyre

Public Relations Committee
CHAIRMAN: H. D. Repole
MEMBERS: Michael Carter
John Martin
C. C. Chen
E. Pollack
K. A. Fielder
K. G. Dalley

Disciplinary Committee
CHAIRMAN: C. G. Hodges
MEMBERS: David Kay
Herbert Bradford
H. D. Repole
A. G. Lowe

Professional Practice Committee

CHAIRMAN: Marvin Goodman

MEMBERS: All heads of
Architectural Firms

8

THE JAMAICAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 1971

Officers

PRESIDENT:
Peter Soares

VICE-PRESIDENT:
Lloyd Robinson

Executive Committee
PRESIDENT: Peter Soares

VICE-PRESIDENT: Lloyd Robinson
HON. SECTY.: Stanley G. Kennedy

TREASURER: Carl C. Chen

MEMBERS: Herbert Bradford
Vayden McMorris

David Kay

T. A. L. Concannon

Constitution Recasting Committee

CHAIRMAN: C. G. Hodges
MEMBERS: Mostyn Campbell
Wilson Chong

Marvin Goodman
Victor Patterson

lan Gibbs

Education Committee
CHAIRMAN: Wilson Chong

Jamaica Architect Issue 8

TREASURER:
Carl C. Chen

ASST. TREASURERS:
N. D. Sampson
A. G. Lowe

Magazine Committee

CHAIRMAN: Peter Soares

MEMBERS: David Kay
Lloyd Robinson
Raymond Mcintyre
Mostyn Campbel!
Clifton Yap
Angus McDonald
Aubrey Grant

Joint Consultative Committee
CHAIRMAN: Lloyd Robinson
MEMBERS: Peter Soares
(one other member
to be appointed by
the Executive)

Registration Committee
CHAIRMAN: Vayden McMorris
MEMBERS: The Executive



H. J. ASHWELL, AA. Dipl., F.R.LB.A.
144 Hope Road, Kingston 6.

C. BELCHER, B.Arch. (Liverpool)
Rutkowski, Bradford &
Partners
7 Cecelio Ave., Kgn. 10.

L. BERGSTROM, S.A.R. (Sweden),
Town Planning Dept.,
1 Manhattan Road, Kgn. 5.

R. H. BOND, B.Arch. (Liverpool),
AM.T.P.I.,
Ministry of Housing, 2 Hag-
ley Park Road, Kgn. 10.

. G. BRADFORD, Dip. Arch., (Ham.),
Rutkowski, Bradford &
Partners
7 Cecelio Ave., Kingston 10.

R. A. BRANDON, Dip. Arch. (The
Polytechnic) A.R.I.B.A.,
ALDP.,

Rutkowski, Bradford &
Partners
7 Cecelio Ave., Kingston 10.

D. W. BROWN, Dip. Arch. (Leics),
A.R.I.B.A.
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11 Braemar Ave., Kgn. 10.

. F. CAMPBELL, Dip. Arch., (Ham.)
A.R.I.B.A., AA. Dip. Trop.
F.R.S.
Ministry of Communications
and Works,
140 Maxfield Ave., Kgn. 10.

. J. CARTER, A.R.I.B.A .,
Michael Carter & Assoc.
1 Worthington Ave., Kgn. 5.

. CASE, A.A. Dip., A.R.I.B.A., Dip.
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Caribbean Planning Assoc.,
12 Belmont Road, Kgn. 5.

D. G. M. CHALMERS, A.A. Dip.
A.R.I.B.A.,
Chalmers/Gibbs/Martin/
Foster Partnership

Ridgley Plaza, Gloucester
Ave., Montego Bay.

C. C. CHEN, Dip. Arch. (RW.A)
A.R.I.B.A,, Dip. T.P. (Leeds)
Carl C. Chen & Assoc.
3 Melmac Ave., Kgn. 5.

. CHIN, B.Arch. (lllinois) B.Sc. A.E.
Shearer & Morrison,
175 Mountain View Ave.,
Kingston 6.

. CHIN, Dip. Arch. (Birm.)
Caribbean Planning Assoc.,
12 Belmont Road, Kgn. 5.

W. CHONG, B.Arch. (lllinois) S.A.M.
Wilson Chong & Associates
28 Roosevelt Ave., Kgn. 6.

A. L. CONCANNON, F.R.I.B.A.,
FS.A, M.T.P.I.
Town Planning Dept.,
1 Manhattan Road, Kgn. 5.

. R. DALE, Dip. Arch., A.R.I.B.A.
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Rutkowski, Bradford &
Partners
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Ministry of Communications
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Chalmers/Gibbs/Martin/
Foster Partnership,
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Marvin D. Goodman & Assoc.
5% Waterloo Road, Kgn. 10.

A. GRANT, AAS, (Bldg. Constr.),
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Grant & Grant,
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