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There’s a place where you
can march to the beat of your own drummer

Dont miss the 87t Annlversaly Sweepstakes

htg**sofa from the Drexel Heritage Leather collection and many other fine selections will be
specially priced for exceptional value. See your nearest participating dealer for details.
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Please see the ad)acent page for dealer hstmg For a complimentary
. Leather Brochure, write Drexel Herltage Furnishings Inc., Dept. 9DH829A, Drexel, NC 286!9
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PARTICIPATING DREXEL HERITAGE

87th ANNIVERSARY SWEEPSTAKES DEALERS

CANADA
British Columbia

Vancouver

Thomson & Page, Ltd.
Ontario
Sarnia

Harold's of Sarnia

CONNECTICUT

Avon

Nassau's Drexel Heritage Gallery
Danbury

Caiati Drexel Heritage
Darien

Caiati Drexel Heritage
Enfield

Hayden Wayside Furniture
Manchester

Nassau's Drexel Heritage Gallery
Orange

Caiati Drexel Heritage

DELAWARE
Wilmington
Miller’s Furniture

MARYLAND
Annapolis
Mastercraft Interiors
Baltimore
Royal Furniture Company
Shofer Furniture Company
Rockville
Mastercraft Interiors

NEW JERSEY

Bricktown

Dee Rose Furniture
Lawrenceville

Park Lane Furniture
Marlboro

The Mart Furniture Galleries
Middletown

The Mart Furniture Galleries
Montclair

Hampton House Furniture
Mount Holly

Park Lane Furniture
Paramus

Dover Furniture
Springfield

Dover Furniture
Vineland

Brody's Wayside Furniture
Wayne

Dover Furniture

NEW YORK

Farmingdale

Interiors by Atlantic
Hartsdale

Caiati Drexel Heritage
Newburgh

Kreisel Showrooms, Inc.
Rochester

Drexel Heritage by Mt. Morris
Syracuse

. Fleischman & Sons Inc.

PENNSYLVANIA
Hermitage

Bolotin's Furniture
Pittsburgh

Today's Home - Greentree

Today’s Home - McKnight

Today’s Home - Monroeville
Southampton

Jonn’s Inc.

WEST VIRGINIA
Charleston
Boll Furniture

DREXEL HERITAGE

Because its homee®
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VERY SAKS FIFTH AVENUE

OPULENCE, DEFINED IN BLACK VELVET, EMBROIDERED IN GOLD, THE ULTIMATE IN EVENING LUXURY. LE SMOKING BY NATORI WITH FRINGED JACKET AND PENCIL
PANTS IN RAYON VELVET, FOR SIZES SMALL AND MEDIUM, $750 (95-906). TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL 1-800-345-3454; BY FAX, 1-800-221-3297. TO RECEIVE A
COMPLIMENTARY COPY OF OUR LATEST FOLIO CATALOGUE, CALL 1-800-322-7257. WE ACCEPT AMERICAN EXPRESS, DINERS CLUB, MASTERCARD, VISA AND DISCOVER.




E H A NDS O F T H E M A S TERS

M AGIC FLUTE g OLYMPUS BOWL
An opera in porcelain is what Magic Flute &8 - With the Olympus Bowl the
Sarastro is all about. Danish artist, Bjorn Wiin- : | design mastery of Michcel
blad has created one of the most intricate din- 2 Boehm is at its best. This
nerware lines made. Every piece depicts a dif- ' crystal beauty is a true study
ferentscene L O T U S ofthe strength and fragility
from Mo- ' STEMWARE of glass.

FLATWARE zart's last mees / Shaped from a sin-  This is the

Designer Bjorn and great- [ : gle piece of glass true maj-

Wiinblad captures est compo- \ 4 Richard Latham estyofde-

the harmonious sition. On e WP A /) has designed a sign. Each

proportions of the the reverse - tribute to one of is an

lotus leaf and car- side is the € nature’s mostbeau- Original

ries it forward in his  libretto of i & tiful creations, the of Our

design classic. the scene. S———— . lotus flower. Time.
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“wearable art”
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bijan perfume for women

S iR - _ ~ 1 - -
aa
Bt Yot 10 159
\'»\'—« 1

bijan fragrance collection for women

= |

to view the complete bijan fragrance collectidn. please visit ... bullock’s; marshall field’s and maison blanche. @ holt renfrew, canada...
Y



HARLESTON SOPHISTICATION WITH OLD WORLD TASTE.
The Historic Charleston Collection Ay Baker captures the assurec], gracious
Z)/ena]ing o][American and Continental sty/es first accomp/islzea’ Zyy the city's
noted cabinetmakers. As commissioned Z)y the Historic Charleston Founda-
tion and shown here in one 0][ the city's historic homes, each piece is ][aitlzfu//y reproaluceal

n its moti][s and 7’n/ays lyy Baker's American craﬁsmen.

N\ 7o is available through your interior
~ designer or architect in the show-
rooms listed. You are invited to send $6.00 for the
Historic Charleston catalogue to Baker Furniture,
Dept. 744, 1661 Monroe Avenue, N.W., Grand
Rapids, Michigan 49505. Showrooms in Atlanta,

7 This exclusive Baker collection of
/(% living, dining and bedroom designs
9% )

HG NOVEMBER 1990

Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Dallas, Dania, High
Point, Houston, Laguna Niguel, Los

Angeles, Minneapolis,

New York, Paris,

Philadelphia, San

Francisco,

Seattle, Troy and /
Washington D.C. KNAPP & TUBBS
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of a Greek revival

house opens onto a
terrace garden.

Photograph by
Peter Margonelli.
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Tidewater Treasure by Martin Filler 132
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Art comes to the fore in a Gold Coast apartment designed by
architects Ronald Krueck and Keith Olsen

Mrs. Parish Remembers by Mrs. Henry Parish 11 160
The legendary decorator reflects on the lessons she learned
growing up in her family’s houses and striking out on her own

Showing His Colors by Andrew Solomon 168
The bold designs of Patrick Frey break the greige barrier of
conventional French taste

The Unreal McCoy by Donald Albrecht 172
Hollywood sends up the pretensions of New York society on
the set of The Bonfire of the Vanities

Taking the Long View by Gregory Long 178

A New Yorker pursues his ideal of a Greek revival garden
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design in the well-crafted world of Bentley LaRosa Salasky
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Colefax & Fowler’s very English style is successfully
transported to a Manhattan apartment

Fruit of the Boom by Allan Schwartzman 202
Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen’s fountain is the
latest project nurtured by Miami’s public arts program
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?1]18 Clm's’cmas, your tree can have roots
iIl the 18th CeIlJCL]Iy. Hand-crafted Wedgwood® Jasper Ware has been delight-

ing connoisseurs of fine china since 1774. It’s a centuries-old tradition that’s grven contemporary

expression in our annual series of Christmas ornaments. And one that makes this year’s ‘Santa Claus’

Wedgwood®

7 N

-, =~

medallion a celebration not only of the holidays, but of artistry itself.

Featured: Wedgwood's 1988 ‘Christmas Tree’ and 1990 ‘Santa Claus’ Jasper® Ware ornaments. For. giftware brochure send $1.00 to Wedgwood, 41 Madison Ave., NY., NY 10010. © Josiah Wedgwood & Sons, Inc. 1990.






It’s so beautiful we’re afraid some people

will miss the point.

What kind of impression should a ball
point make?

The new Parker Duofold Ball Point Pen
pictured below unquestionably makes a
rather beautiful one.

Indeed, no expense has been spared
to make it so.

The superior luster and finish you see
are not sprayed on, but built in by Parker
craftsmen.

Each Parker Duofold Ball Point Pen
barrel is hand-tooled from a solid block of
cast acrylic, not churned out “en masse.”
Some of the old ways are still the best.

All that glitters is not 18k gold plate,
but 23k gold plate, and we use twice as
much gold as lesser pens.

More than enough to prevent tarnish-
ing our reputation.

More to the point, however, is that
looks have never been everything at Parker.

Put to paper, the new Duofold Ball
Point will glide across the page leaving an

even flow of ink. No skipping. No blobbing.

To guarantee that it will (and we do for
a lifetime), we sculpt our ball points from
tungsten carbide, rather than using the
more commonplace and less wear-resistant
steel ball.

And before we sign off on a Duofold
Pen, we literally sign off with it. A legion of
white-gloved inspectors examines and tests
every one by hand.

It is the finest writing ball point in the
world.

We invite you to examine the new
Parker Duofold Ball Point Pen and the
matching propelling pencil at your nearest
Parker dealer.

Beauty, as they say, is in the eye of the
beholder.

A statement never truer than when
you are making one with the new Parker

Duofold Ball Point Pen.
P

P PARKER
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and present.
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Feathers flock
onto a jacket
by Jackie
Rogers, NYC.
Page 128.
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CARTIER

ler maivons de ( curtéer

© 1989 CARTIER, INC.

THE AR LT QOF

FOR THE TABLE

CARTIER, THE KING OF JEWELERS,
BRINGS ITS ARTISTRY TO

THE TABLE AND PRESENTS

AN EXTRAORDINARY NEW
COLLECTION CALLED

‘““LEs MAI1sONS DE CARTIER®’’
CHINA, CRYSTAL, SILVER,

IN BRILLIANT DESIGNS
REFLECTING THE GREAT

CREATIVE PERIODS OF THE HOUSE:
NEO-RENAISSANCE, ART NOUVEAU,
ART DECO, CONTEMPORARY.
OBJECTS OF RARE BEAUTY

TO GRACE ANY TABLE.

AND EACH SIGNED CARTIER.
THE ART OF LIVING,

THE ART OF GIVING,

THE ART OF BEING UNIQUE.

BEING 1UUNIOQOUE

AVAILABLE AT ALL CARTIER BOUTIQUES

ALSO AVAILABLE AT: I. MAGNIN, CA - MARSHALL FIELDS, CHICAGO, IL- WOODWARD & LOTHROP, WASHINGTON, D.C.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 201-507-1550



¢ Sherle Wagner Corp.

SHERLE WAGNER
HARDWARE.
PURE AND CHASED,

Every glorious detail of this rare hand-chased collection recalls the
long-lost skill and artistry of a more opulent age. Each piece
is finished in 24-karat gold plate with your choice of semi-precious stones.
While hand-chased hardware is virtually a lost art, it may be
found in abundance at Sherle Wagner. For illustrated catalogue,
send $5 to Sherle Wagner, 60 East 57th Street, New York, NY. 10022.

~ SHERLE WAGNER

NOTHING IS SO RARE AS PERFEC TION.




© 1990 American Legend Cooperative™ U.S.A. GLMA

THE WORLD’S FINEST ﬁ’
SOLD BY REGISTERE

T%EAL DARK RANCH-RAISED MINK IS PRODUCED IN AMERICA AND MARKETED BY AMERICAN LEGEND.
4@5R]ERS WORLDWIDE. FOR INFORMATION TO GUIDE YOUR PURCHASE, CALL 1-800-445-MINK.
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The sexiest women

in Beverly Hills have

Now celebrated

nationally and at

Fred Hayman Beverly
, 273 North Rodeo

Fred Hayman’s
number.
Hills

ime.

HOUSE OF FASHION
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. Or cdll anyt

Drive

H nouse or Fracrance

©1990 Fred Hayman Beverly Hills, Inc_
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IGTON" Supercale Plus,® 50% combed cotton/50% Fortrel® polyester
: 200 thread count luxury percale.
Sheets, pillowcases, comforter, pillow sham, bedskirt, 3
s window fashions and qccessorg pillows:.
: } For more information, call 1-800-344-2142 -

198D Wamstitte/Pacific Home Products, 1285 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10019
SRR et A Division.of Springs .

et




NANGY CORZINE

Furniture and Textiles

.E
Nancy Corzine 5
8747 Melrose Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90069
213-652-4859
New York San Francisco Dallas Houston Denver Laguna Niguel
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PARIS: THE ROMANTIC SPIRIT OF THE HOLIDAYS
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BRIGITTE LACOMBE

Contributors Notes

John Guare, the playwright whose
The House of Blue Leaves won four
Tonysinits 1986 revival, is currently
represented by his hit play Six De-
grees of Separation at Lincoln Cen-
ter’s Vivian Beaumont Theater in
New York. In this issue he writes
about his friends Inger and Osborn
Elliott, whose Manhattan apart-
ments set “the scene for some ex-
traordinarily wonderful evenings.”

Mrs. Henry Parish Il, the celebrated
decorator who has applied her
distinctive style to the White House
and countless private residences,
writes about the early influence
of her family on her life and ca-
reer: “A decorator’s taste, a decora-
tor’s eye, the personality expressed
in his or her own work comes
from deep within—some of it in-
herited, some of it experienced,
some of it acquired. I have no
doubt that much of what I do today
as a decorator comes, in some
way, from my parents.”

34

Vincent Scully, professor
of art history at Yale and
author of the landmark
book The Shingle Style, ex-
amines Stephen Roberts
Holt’s career as a preserva-
tion architect. “The prem-
ise of the modern move-
ment, that everything has
to be invented, is false,” he
says. “One of the major re-
sponsibilities of the archi-
tect is to keep good old
buildings going and to
build in relation to what ex-
ists.” Scully’s latest book,
Architecture: The Natural
and the Man-Made, will be
published next year.

GUYNEMER GIGUERE

TIFFANY & CO.

Tiffany silver flatware is available
at all Tiffany stores and at
selected fine stores.

Arizona
Phoenix - Tuverson & Company

California
Palm Desert - Tuverson & Company
San Diego-]. Jessops & Sons
Walnut Creek - Shreve & Co.

Colorado

Denver- Hyde Park Jewelers

Connecticut
Glastonbury, Hartford,
Waterbury, West Hartford
Lux, Bond & Green
Greenwich-The Naked Zebra
New Canaan - The Whitney Shop

District of Columbia
Washington, D.C.
J.E. Caldwell
Martins of Georgetown

Florida
Miami-Nessa Gaulois
Palm Beach- Mary Mahoney

Indiana
Indianapolis- N. Theobald Inc.

Louisiana
New Orleans- Coleman E. Adler

Michigan
Ghosse Pointe Farms-The League Shop

Minnesota
Minneapolis-J. B. Hudson Jewelers

New Jersey
Englewood - Rande Lynn Inc.
Lawrenceville, Princeton
Hamilton Jewelers
Milburn-S. Marsh & Sons
Ohio

Akron-Shulan’s Jewelers

Oregon
Portland - Carl Greve Jewelers

Pennsylvania
Lancaster - Details
Philadelphia-J. E. Caldwell

Texas
Fort Worth-PS. The Letter
San Antonio- Wandita Ford

Wisconsin
Milwaukee - George Watts & Son



From left to right:
Audubon, introduced in 1871;
Hampton-1934; Century-1937;

Shell & Thread-1905;
Chrysanthemum-1880.

A feast for the eyes

ability to turn meals into celebrations?

patient handfinishing.

to hold as it is to behold.

What gives Tiffany sterling silver flatware the

The patterns are classic, reflecting the most
beautiful designs of each age; from Art Nouveau
to Art Deco and from Georgian to Japanesque.

The craftsmanship is legendary. A close look

at any piece will reveal subtle detailing and

Whats more, Tiffany sterling feels heavier
than ordinary flatware because it contains a
higher concentration of silver. Correct balance

and proportion ensure every piece is as pleasing

To receive our Sterling Silver Flatware cata-
logue, visit Tiffany & Co. in New York, Beverly
Hills, San Francisco, South Coast Plaza, Dallas,

Houston, Washington, D.C., Chicago, Atlanta,
Boston, Philadelphia. To inquire: 800-526-0649.

TIFFANY & CO.
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A STATEMENT
OF STYLE

CHRISTOPHER MAKOS

Purely elegant. The classic simplicity
of sweeping curves and graceful lines. Crafted
with Stiffel mastery. Created to add timeless

beauty and sophisticated 5
flair to your decor tlf el :

TAKE A CLOSER LOOKR

Donald Albrecht is curator of exhibi-
tions at the American Museum of the
Moving Image and author of Design-
ing Dreams: Modern Architecture wn the
Movies. He reports from Hollywood
on Richard Sylbert’s re-creation of a
Park Avenue apartment for Brian De
Palma’s movie of The Bonfire of the
Vanities. “The set captures a moment
"~ © 1990 The Stifil Company in history,” Albrecht says. “In the fu-
ture we may look at B onfire as repre-

Style: 6165-H Height: 29 inches
Stiffel showrooms: Dallas, TX; High Point, NC

senting the essential look of the

THE DlSCREET CHARM booming, greedy eighties.”

OF ANTIQUE MATERIALS |

will give your mansion this
particular touch radiated by the
old French mansions that
belong to the
French architectu-
ral heritage.

THE ONE AND
ONLY CHOICE
IN FRANCE.

15 mn from the
Chateau de VER-
SAILLES near

A. et H. DEBEURE conseil

<]
PARIS. .
MANTELPIECES il
RAILINGS Patti Hagan inaugurates HG’s “Envi-
PILLARS ronment” column with an article on
Open seven days a week. STATUES the advantages of gardening with in-
Catslogus and STAIRCASES sects as her allies. The gardening col-
‘('Bdei’%:i":s_sggg FF) PORCHES umnist for The Wall Street Journal and
' ’ FLOOR TILES a Brooklyn resident, Hagan has put
| Private helisurface DOORS up with theft, vandalism, and blocked
~ % ¢ BOWLS sunlight in her well-tended patch of
PIERRES d’ANTAN PITS land. “But it’s been worth it,” she says.
‘ FOUNTAINS “It’s nice to show people a yellow-bel-
< ) lied sapsucker or a praying mantis lay-
. Lieu dit ‘“La Forét’’ 78550 HOUDAN - FRANCE ingits eggsin an urban environment.”
M%W Tél. (1) 30.59.72.77 - Téléfax (1) 30.59.51.13 g

HG NOVEMBER 1990
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COLLIEI\CAMrBELL
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BRAVA

200 thread count bedlinens, with coordinating accessories of 50% combed cotton and 50% polyester.
© 1990 Collier Campbell Designs, Ltd. J.P. Stevens, Consumer Affairs, 1185 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036
(212) 930-3766. A Stevens Product.




Youve just found romance.

“Romance is a magical mood you can create in any room and take pleasure in at any moment. Bring in

the exotic jeweltone patterns of a sultan’s palace, and you infuse a room with romantic mystery.

Or, paper the walls with

nosegays of violets and lilies or

cascades of cherries, and
suddenly you find yourself in a
romantic garden of earthly
delights. All you need to make the
magic happen, you’'ll find in
my new collection of decorative
fabric and wallcovering,
called Romance. When you see i,

you'll fall in love”

59 EAST 54TH STREET, SUITE TWENTY-THREE, NEW YORK, NY 10022 FOR A DESIGN SOURCE NEAR YOU, CALL 1-800-272-2766.
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Noteworthy.

Have you ever noticed what a remarkable effect Godiva® Chocolates have

on people? The mere glimpse of that scintillating gold box foretells of many
luscious moments to come. No matter what the occasion, these delectable
chocolates beckon the sweetest form of acknowledgement. So, if you're looking
for a gift that’s heartily welcomed, thankfully, there’s always Godiva.

For more information about Godiva chocolates, call 1-800-732-7333, in N'Y 1-212-951-2888.
Godiva Chocolatier, 701 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10022.

© 1990 Godiva and the Gold Ballotin are registered trademarks.
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Aventura Mall, Colonial, Dallas Galleria, Danbury Fair Mall,

New Orleans Esplanade, Gwinnett Place, Herald Square, Houston Galleria, Lenox Square Mall,
New Orleans Town Center, Palm Beach Gardens, Paramus, Pentagon City, Perimeter Mall, Plantation,
San Francisco, Stanford, Stamford Town Center, Sunnyvale,

Town Center Mall, Tysons Corner, Valley Fair.




Notes

HGREPORTSONTHENEW AND THENOTEWORTHY ByEricBerthold

Roland C. Greefkes,

like his father and grand-
father before him, spends

his days between a forge

and an anvil. He left his
father’s workshop in Holland
to attend college and tour
the world—and returned to
discover he was happiest

as a blacksmith. Greefkes
immigrated to the U.S. in
1981 and today lives above
his own workshop in upstate
New York, where he has
wrought a uniquely fanciful
style. From an ibis gate
(above) to a dragon andiron,
in progress (right), Greefkes
is “not controlled by function.
I allow inspiration to guide
me.” (Aesthetica/Roland C.
Greefkes, Box 14, Gilbertsville,
NY 13776; 607-783-2114)

LEFT: CHARLES BREMER. RIGHT: DAVID FRAZIER
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Soft Spot Known
for its fine luggage,
Ghurka offers a
butter-soft leather

library chair (below).
In NYC (212) 826-
8300; Santa Barbara
(805) 966-1669.

P £y 5,
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Magic Carpets A 19th-century
; i Persian bag face (above) will be on
B exhibit at the sixth International
Conference on Oriental Carpets in

San Francisco. For information
(415) 956-1011.

Benchmark L.A.’s Panache Antiques %
owner Gray Morell has created a Regency-
style bench with acanthus leaf legs (above),
(213) 653-9436. Also to the trade at
Randolph & Hein showrooms.

Westward, Ho The frontier lives on a
Yippie-ei-o! (above). In Scottsdale (602) 423-
5027; Santa Monica (213) 451-2520.

Proper Drainage
Philippe Starck
has designed a
colander (left),
$425, for Alessi,
(617) 932-9444.

Designs on China A Minton cup and saucer with pattern book,
c. 1805 (above), are among the porcelains researched by David Battie
for Sotheby’s Concise Encyclopedia of Porcelain (Little, Brown, $50).
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Dream Weaver
Fashion designer
Angel Zimick
pairs 100 percent
cotton pajamas
and bed linens
(left) in patterns
from foliage to
fringe, $100-
$250. Available
from Shrimpton
& Gilligan, NYC
(212) 254-1249,
and MAC, San
Francisco (415)
775-2515.

Best Dressed Rooms A 19th-century farmhouse (above)
on the Chesapeake Bay is home to Laura Ashley’s first
country inn, the Inn at Perry Cabin, 308 Watkins Lane,

Saint Michael’s, Maryland. For reservations (800) 722-2949.

SUZANNE SLESIN, STAFFORD GLIFR &

Birthday Salute Stroheim & Romann introduces the Garden Party cotton
toile (@bove) to celebrate its 125th anniversary. To the trade, (718) 706-7000.

Gothic Mini-Revival A

c. 1850 sterling inkstand (lef?)

is among the 19th-century
English furniture and decoration
in “Memories and Visions:
Historic Revivals and
Modernism,” Nov. 8-Dec. 1,

at Didier Aaron, 32 East 67th

St., NYC; (212) 988-5248.

Season’s Readings
New design titles (above)
include Suzanne Slesin,
Stafford Cliff, and
Daniel Rozensztroch’s
Spanish Style (Clarkson
Potter, $45), Suzanne
Massie’s Pavlovsk: The
Life of a Russian Palace
(Little, Brown, $29.95),
Jonathan Glancey’s The
New Moderns: Architects
and Designers of the
19905 (Crown, $35).

| Triple Decker A Regency-style painted table (lef?),
351 600, is part of the Sudeley Castle Furniture

= C ollection now available at George Smith Furniture/

i Bennison Fabrics, 73 Spring St., NYC; (212) 226-4747.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: ANDREW GARN;

NC (2); ANDREW GARN; NC (2)
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Look Closely. Its Bailey Banks & Biddle.




When it comes to Bailey Banks & Biddle, the signs of our
rich and distinguished heritage are immediately apparent.
For generations Bailey Banks & Biddle has set the standard
for excellence in fine jewelry and watches. Nowhere is that
standard better recognized than with the legendary Rolex watch.
For years the Rolex Oyster has been the choice of men and
women of achievement, testimony to the enduring
Swiss tradition of fine watchmaking.

The elegant Rolex timepiece is available in 18 karat gold,
stainless steel or a combination of steel and gold.

When you select your Rolex at Bailey Banks & Biddle, you will
choose from our excellent collection. And with every selection,
you have the assurance of superior value and service, an
unmistakable part of our proud tradition.

SHARE THE HERITAGE.

OIS BRES & BIHILE

JEWELERS SINCE 1832
Philadelphia (215) 564-6200 * Adanta * Boston Chicago * Cleveland * Denver * Detroit

Ft. Lauderdale * Honolulu * Los Angeles * Memphis * Miami * Nashville * New Orleans * Phoenix
Pittsburgh  San Francisco * Seattle * Short Hills » Tampa * Washington, D.C. « West Palm Beach
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Cutting a Rug

It’s shear madness when Elizabeth Browning Jackson

puts her hand to rug design

BY HEATHER SMITH MACISAAC

er rugs have been produced at
a factory in Georgia for the
pastten years, butnoone could
accuse Elizabeth Browning Jackson of
not knowing how they are made. She has
traveled to the Hebri-
des to study natural
dyes, to Tunisia to take
notes on “their beau-
tiful patterned tex-
tiles,” and to Sweden
to spend a year shear-
ing sheep, harvesting
lichens for dyes, card-
ing and spinning wool,
and weaving.
As far and wide as
her research has taken
her, Jackson ended up

establishing her business practically
down the road from where she grew up.
“I was introduced to weaving in the sev-
enth grade at a Quaker school in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, and now my
| studio is a former
Quaker meetinghouse
in Westport, Massachu-
setts.” Her studio pro-
vides not only a nice bit
of continuity but also a
perfect work space.Its
main room, free of col-
umns and partitions
and full of natural light,
is ideal for working out
designs in full-scale.
Better yet, the balcony
affords a perch from

which to review the colors and composi-
tion of each rug.

Jackson’s one-of-a-kind and limited-
edition rugs have both a visual and phys-
ical depth that reflect her background in
sculpture, environmental art, and furni-
ture design. “For a time, I was concen-
trating on shapes and cutouts in my
three-dimensional work. Transferring
the ideas to rugs was exciting.” The de-
signer experiments not only with cut-
ting into the traditional rectangular
format but also with varying the surface
texture by changing the loop and by
carving the pile with a tool not unlike the
electric trimmers used to give dogs hair-
cuts. Wools are all custom-dyed for each
rug, often to match the colors in clients’
decors, which range from colonial to
contemporary. Recently she has been
using gradations of vibrant hues to give
shape to ideas rooted in nature.

Jackson produces rugs for herself, for
gallery exhibitions, and on commission,
with prices starting at $80 a square foot.
She has also been exploring the possibil-
ity of putting her rugs into production
so that more than a lucky few can take a
walk on the wild and woolly side. &
Elizabeth Browning Jackson, Box 3001, West-

port, MA 02790, (508) 636-6673; 92 Horatio
St., New York, NY 10014, (212) 989-8734

In her Quaker
meetinghouse
studio, Elizabeth
Browning Jackson,
above left,
surrounded by her
finished rugs,
works on a rug
design. Far left:
The designer with
her Lightning rug.
Left: Brilliant hues
in her Set rug pick
up the color of the
hall beyond.
Below: Two small
rugs with added
dimension.

JOHN MADERE



Some people have dll the luck.

Diamonds. Proof that wishes do come true. The Diamonds of Distinction Award honors the best in American Design.
Check this page each month for the new winners. Or cheat and send for a free booklet showing the entirc y

ear’s winning
pieces, priced from $2.200~$7,500. In the U.S. and Canada, call 800 926-2700. ext. 1190. A diamonc

1is lorever.

November Winners + Diamonds of Distinction
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OSBORNE&LITTLE

Fine English fabrics and wallpapers — through Architects and Interior Designers

SHOWROOM: SUITE 1503N, 979 THIRD AVENUE, NEW YORK 10022. Tel: (212) 751:3333.
OFFICES: 65 COMMERCE ROAD, STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 06902. Tel: (203) 359 1500.

Ainsworth Noah ATLANTA, Boyd-Levinson DALLAS-HOUSTON, Darr-Luck PHILADELPHIA-WASHINGTON, Design West DANIAFL.,
Designers Choice CHICAGO, Habert Associates ONTARIO-QUEBEC, Randolph & Hein LOS ANGELES-SAN DIEGO-SAN FRANCISCO,
S.C. Smith PHOENIX, Shanahan Associates DENVER, Shecter-Martin BOSTON, Stephen E. Earls PORTLAND-SEATTLE.
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® CLASSICS

Shingle-Minded Pursuits

A Massachusetts town is

rediscovering its legacy of master builders

o,
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BY VINCENT SCULLY

A sketch, right, of Wil-
liam Ralph Emerson’s
shingle-style Loring
House near Manchester-
by-the-Sea, constructed
in 1883 by Roberts &
Hoare. Below: Classical
detail at Seaway, 1899.

The 1885 Rogers-
Stanwood House,
has been renovated
by architect Stephen
Roberts Holt, whose
great-grandfather’s
contracting firm,
Roberts & Hoare,
designed and built it.

nce upon a time, architects,
who were less numerous than
they are today, spent more time
taking care of good old buildings than
they did building bad new ones. This
was true of most architects from antiqui-
ty into the nineteenth century. Preserva-

tion stood at the very heart of the

profession, not on its periphery.
That the opposite has come
to be the norm is a result e
not only of the demo- %~
graphic explosion of cli-
ents and architects alike ,‘\"' ‘:_:_ A
but also of the romantic | J Gt
aesthetic of innovation, so ':"
essential to the avant-garde
mystique of the modern movement
as a whole. The result has, of course,
been the breakdown of permanence
and community. Everything has to be
different from everything else and noth-
ing is made to last. For young American
architects to get along—first in school
and then in practice—they have been re-
quired to opt for some kind of highly
visible pseudo-originality. Otherwise

their work will not be published.

The work of Stephen Roberts Holt, a
devoted and distinguished preservation
architect in Manchester-by-the-Sea,
Massachusetts, is a case in point. It has
never been properly published because
itis rarely visible at all. It is, instead, wo-
ven inextricably into the fabric of
the great vacation houses that

were built in and around Man-

chester during the late nine-
i3~ teenth and early twentieth
centuries, most of them by the lo-
cal contracting firm of Roberts &
Hoare, which was founded by

o .--_; -—— Holt’s great-grandfather.
~ Peytiee. When he graduated from the

Yale School of Architecturein 1972, Ste-
phen Holt had a clear choice before him.
He could head for New York and the
bright lights and the quick turnover or
go back home to a practice which would
by its very nature always be modest and
restricted but which would also be
founded upon a solid architectural tra-
dition very much his own. The choice he
made was surely conditioned also by the

The Rotunda, 1896, in Manchester Harbor
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Av&ilable at Bernardaud. 777 Madison Aventie, New You
- and other select stores. :
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Stephen Roberts
Holt, above,

next to a porch he
restored. Left: The
lonic portico at
Seaway, with the
colonial revival
spindrift beyond.
Below and bottom
right: Kragsyde,
1882, by Peabody
& Stearns. Bottom
left: The Loring
House from the
beach.

R,

kind of education he had enjoyed under
Charles Moore at Yale.

Moore was the cofounder, with Rob-
ert Venturi, of the revisionist movement
that stuck the first pin into modernism’s
destructive pretensions and began the
revival of the vernacular and classical
traditions and their reintegration into
the mainstream of contemporary de-
sign, which has been by far the most im-
portant architectural event of the past
twenty-five years. It has in fact become a
broadly popular movement of which, in
turn, a considerable number of archi-
tects have become bitterly jealous in re-
cent years, since it undermines their
heroic stature as innovators and threat-
ens their command of public taste.

Holt was wise in deciding to return to

Kim, Mead & White, Peabody & Stearns,
Arthur Little, and, perhaps the best of
all in this genre and in this area, William
Ralph Emerson of Boston. H. H. Rich-
ardson, the father of the shingle style, is
conspicuous by his absence.

All these architects and their affluent
clients were drawn to the rugged coast
that stretches from Salem to Gloucester
for the very reasons that produced the
shingle style itself: a new taste for sum-
mer living in one’s own house, not a ho-
tel, and a concomitant desire to make
contact with the colonial past. One could
live in what seemed to be the wild, pri-
vately commanding a deep rocky cove,
but the old towns were also there, and
the new suburban railroad ran right
through the backyard, taking one to
Boston in forty minutes. It was a soft
primitivism, right enough, and was
surely one more expression of the con-
centration of financial power during the
late nineteenth century, of which the
shingle-style cottages were the domestic
complement to the many-storied office
buildings that were rising downtown.
Indeed, old photographs of the big new
cottages show them looming in the land-
scape around Manchester at a scale so
vastly larger than that of the town as to
seem like skyscrapers themselves.

Then times changed; Stephen Holt
came on the scene just at the moment
when the life of those cottages was most
threatened. The area around Manches-
ter had never really recovered from the
Great Depression, and the old summer
families were selling off their houses or

tearing them down or

Big new cottages loomed above the coast like skyscrapers modifying them be-

Manchester, because that little colonial
and Greek revival harbor town was the
center of a region that contained one of
the richest collections anywhere of what
now more than ever appear to be some
of the most delightful houses ever built.
The most distinguished of them all
were the shingle-style summer cottages
that began to appear in the 1870s and,
joined by Palladian and other types,
ontinued to be built right up into the
1920s. They were designed by some of

the best architects in the country: Mc-

yond recognition. One
of the most famous and Richardsonian
of them all, Kragsyde, by Peabody &
Stearns, was totally demolished. (It is
now being reconstructed by an enthusi-
astin Maine.) Arthur Little’s Fort House
lost its grand tower and is barely recog-<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>