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A landmark traveling exhibition reflects our
ever-evolving built environment.

EVERY THREE YEARS, THE SMITHSONIAN'S COOPER-HEWITT NATIONAL DESIGN
MUSEUM IN NEW YORK CITY COLLECTS AND EXHIBITS THE MOST INNOVATIVE
WORKS OF RECENT VINTAGE IN FIELDS, INCLUDING PHOTOGRAPHY, FILM, FASH-
ION, FURNITURE DESIGN, AND ARCHITECTURE. THESE PROJECTS ARE BELIEVED
TO SIGNAL AN EVOLUTION OF TECHNOLOGIES, MATERIALS, AND PERSPECTIVES
ABOUT DESIGN. THE SURVEY RANGES FROM ESTABLISHED TO EMERGING
DESIGNERS. AN ACCOMPANYING CATALOG FEATURES ESSAYS BY CURATORS ON
INTELLIGENT DESIGN, DESIGN AND SOCIAL LIFE, CRAFT AND COMMUNITY IN
DESIGN, AND TRANSFORMING DESIGN. AMONG THE REPRESENTATIONS ON VIEW
IN “DESIGN LIFE NOW,” AT THE CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM HOUSTON
THROUGH APRIL 20, ARE THESE SELECTIONS FROM ARCHITECTS. -JSE
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ALESSI GRILL PROTOTYPE, 2006, BY GREG LYNN FORM &iég

THE CENTRAL CALIFORNIA MUSEUM OF HISTORY, FRESNO,
CA, 2002 - PRESENT, BY PREDOCK FRANE ARCHITECTS

WALL FLOWERS, CORNERSTONE CAFE, SONOMA, CA,2005,

BY KEN SMITH LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
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photograph by Shannon Stoney

The site of the Battle of San Jacinto, where Texas won its independence, is more historically
significant than the Alamo. But while San Antonio’s hallowed ground features cobblestones and
a mission bell, Houston's landmark shares the skyline with the cracking towers and gas flares of
petrochemical plants off of the Pasadena Freeway. The site of Mexican dictator Santa Ana’s
capture is tucked in between a paper mill and a big pile of carbon. Instead of competing with the
industrial infrastructure, this commemoration takes advantage of it. A mural of Sam Houston
and Texas soldiers graces the side of a huge storage tank in a pragmatic gesture that points to a
larger truth: Wars are fought not for glory but for the control of natural resources.

—Christof Spieler
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