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workplaceg
soOiutions

We bring more to the table

than just the table.

When you come to McCoy Workplace Solutions you can
expect so much more than a greal seleclion of desks and chairs.

Expect guidance, expertise and a complete understanding

of what makes an office environment work. We offer countless

services, from application design to product installation, custom
furniture and floor covering. All backed by the training, knowledge and resources that come
from being an Authorized Steelcase Dealer. We put everything on the table so you get a

complete office solution, nol to mention some pretty nice furniture.

For more information, visit our website at www.mccoyinc.com or call 713.862.4600.

Do what you do better.


http://atwww.mccoyinc.com

DIR(}

agile = architectural * salevfions

DIRTT Movable Walls win
Best Architectural Product of the Year

. T ——
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DIRTT Environmental Solutions
creating flexible and sustainable office space
with movable walls and low-profile access floors.

www theofis.com
www.DIRT Thouston.com

7110 Oid Katy Road, Suite 200

- |
Ile Oﬁl S Houston, Texas 77024-2145
713.629.5599


http://www.theofis.com
http://www.DIRTThouston.com
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Local Competition
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W IH- Flir : The complexiny of serting up 8 comipen apgarent. Un the soathern part of the anitn the project. Incloded were Cladk
wdrn ol Hes DTapeea] S b e, mot o mention the cost, tend o be propenty an organs; Commninegy parden Caomnalinn & Associates, Whige Uak Seudsa,

considercd oo much work for a relagively
FHEY Eierprise

Thanks, howeser, i a group of inter
ested ressdenits, a half dozen Hoaston
archieotiral Fems, and architectune stu
.||.1|14. Iraini ek Llniay ey aaf |I||||'\..||I-||'-..
Ceerald I3 Henes Cellewe o Archinecinne,
Mandell Park, a miodest swath of green
st at the comer of Kichmossd and
:'i1.|.|1|j|_'|':_ FEu gy |_'|,| i ||r'. |_'| ol eI 1||_|.|

smilar spaces can ondy deeam abaour. &

knwn as Meredsth Gardens wan estab
leshiead; wll then, in 20803, the northem
ParT Wik |.Iu.r|_-|.l ol CrncTene .|||||‘| -!'-| |1|n
by the ity when the Library Depanment
tranmfented ownersbinp over po e Farks
ancl Kecreation 1'Il.'a'.l|F||l- Tif

Thae traoeder was murked By the Ll
ofbigually hewng desgnated Mambell Mark,
anel over the next couple of vears th
weighbers who had unoltfivually been

|i|l| i he |'l| B |'-:|--.|,-ur.|I-I| I|||l.'|1|||'\-\.r

Enviranments & Company, The Oice

of lwnes Boarmett, Bravel Archabecture,

anel evenmial winmners Asikaira Baolwowin
I @ e ey |l_tr|||'|'-.|'||'_ 1 'hl_' |.-.-|-.'\..L'r-.||l.
il Howston Lest fall, professsonsls send
stilenits mict with membser of Friends of
".|..|||.,|.'I| !'.||L .1r|.| ||I|:;'|-\. Bib e 0 seikses ok
whian area pessbents w .1||I\'|,|_ '_hl.ll |1|||iﬂ'
vkl ko RRNE[Ys T o uETE Ak wih '|'\"|I|'|'.|r|:
mary plans, which were later displavid foi

e commments, What followed was



sy Pwn maitha of work o develop
more frtished proposals, models of
wikich were then exhibited ar the Anva
Tish Gallery in Ocrober, Bessdonts

wiere given halloes i wee for the design
they ikl best, and then the faal chose
il a plan was made by members ol the
Friends of Munaell Park board following
wure Laat PrEscTianion af the LUhiversiny

il Hemistion,

According v Aoy, the chowe wis
o lose ome berween the design creaned
by Clark Comgdon & Assaciares and the
Anikiira Roldinsod projuosal. Daoih were
admired for teeir “sinuous®™ approach.,
which e the varss elemens of the
park topether in an argankc manner
that reflecied the influence of Meredith
Ciardens, which would resiain the cener-
piece of the park. Bar ultimarely Asakora
Haoshamson s wdea of a corved, sep-rhrough
pergola facig Raclimond and a grassed
mruiel Bor visigoes po recline on, alonsg
with an enbanges! Meredich Caardes angl
o wimsbing walkway, won the day,

Bringing the sdeas of fom pruscpals
Keiji Asakosra and Margares Rodwison,
anal sindenis Ketth Chan angd Slariams
D, por lide sl saall roaquire ndraising and
a comaderable amoune of work. Bug s
the project was designed 1o be bailiin
segmenty, i necessary, Friensb ol Aanell
Park bocird members beel contident dhey
catt wltanatedy bring i@ ingo being.

A bigier question maghi be whethe
what |:|.'||.':r .1.u,1rn'||1|.1|.!14.'|,|. at Mamdell Park
can be realised ar other parks acoms
Humisron, Keijn Asakura imotes that ks
firm’s work on the park projecy urned
onat o e mvsie time consuming than e
antscigsited, ansd that it mist something be
ool dov chean ailfven,

wiell, Asakura chnks char the model
of & charrere ted 1o a compettion could
be & good one lor ather park groips 10
srive foward, sspecially if archicenre
winglenes conld be mvolved o beoen the
load am the professenaly, To thar end,
Froends of Mandell Park o thinking absoas
purring togerher a bookler deailing their
experience, going throagh the mistakes
they male and the susosaes they laad, fos
others folearm froam,

I’ mawt o sy parhy 1o follose,
addmuits Frends ol Mansdell Farks Almony,
anel a1 Ediies i Gy seem maste than a
lierle danmeinge. Bur once the resules cosse
im. he savs, vl realize 0% worth the
waork. — Mitchell 1. Shielis
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sl while hack, feedimg mysell i the prosimiry

il Almeda aid 1-45, | decided | wanted oo show the

old BEST Prodacrs Con Fraink SaweTisom T some ol

miw Exalle JLAE e

| krsew itiaf BES T Prodoces had fallen oim of bid

ness i the lare P9, il cemeinbeiod gemning a gk
:_|||'-\.-|'-I-I thie alvumibomed or re-acilized stoure trom the
trewway o my way o the hesch every s oldten, Abher
droving in circles for 3 whabke, 1 wan able to locare the
hiilceive. Ny lears became founded when | descovered
haid bseen oo, amed hasl lsst s ssriginal characien

117 nos that 1 ad ever condsdered the BESE Produsts
Lonimgieniy haryiveaim o grodl peeot ol drchteamire
IMwever, 1 remssinbened hoswy maoswvied | hadd bees as a

VIWIFE archimescmre student to see I|'.|'-.I and onler baidd

s desimned by James Wmes® SITE (Acudprure In 1

Ernvirisnamei | '|r\.|!I||'|.|I.|rl\.' fereny |'|I-|"|-'\-|I|'II IF was nest

Wik i h thie are |'\.|I|'.,Il\.|r- il rhrisie |'\-|I||..||I.|;-| rhast | Jusigel
INEFEIRIEE 0% 1 Was thiir « NMEWRIYE & haracten Ii was
throsgh 511 E's woak thar | scocpiod the nobion thit a

Ceriain yipe ol |1|.|'|!.|"||1 i maw have o tollow prescnbed

|'||I1|.:|||:-r-. Thi AT ALIEIE ool e |I||.|I.|'\l|| Tis i, this
way the lirst clear nly expression thar the bos ool B
besd =

“hroken or explodes
HEST Presdoves coniracted with STTE 1o .,ll,"\.l:;l

miite unewieal oerakl tacalaric ., buar the one i Hisiston

was arguably ghe mast stokomg. (A were osig ol the

ordlimarsy, lwwever, which you can see for voursell g

T N e [ TS AR b et (L] I,|||'.|.'|'-|||l (e |1|'\.|l ] "ﬂ..lrll_"\.. I|I|r.|

bt Hemiwrom :'.l'.||.|'.n|: b Inslevermemace b.ll,‘.lll.: " afd

i ek s Sephen Fox described 10 m his Mossfor

A rihelechrral Connde, =an artemgd to sobwert the banaliny

ol the American subiirban landscape.”™ Bl im LY7ol

T o1 sl Biscamie oane of thie most femilor imapes

m Aimenican archidectone, Accosding to wnier | hebold
Eemaeni, o wibrvey Dol that phodos of the s
luaal Ar]sEare o ey meore bivoks om 20ch ooy archee
tuee than photes of any ather modern bl

Ater BEST Prodects went hankmpt, the Houson
shamseronm beciame haane ooan electronics retaler aonl
& 1dminiee sriore '\.l.|||'|1 14 '|'I..I'H.|:-I| CImpry, '|'|.|1||.:i| i CEET
was. Thien m July 2003 the bankdingss owner 1ook dosn

Wines” distincnive crumbling facade, and what had lseen

memorable became ordinary

IThe budding i vl ehere. g ohe REVRERT 0 1 has
gione, s departure s cnmsntent with lical amitades
fsrward archmecrure in general, andd the daregard for the
.,.'". LRNEE ey asl [ll-\.' Fimbr enviiaikineml @ partic TET
wh veelanliey of the

Wi are bebt wirh the nociesn of the

el prosject in companson to the poscer of the dictates
of the real estate naarket

LI thar somanns. of the '-.||=|"|||;|: W arpigtinal nmkes
1% thie box thar amnc '\-\.I-|l|'lllr|I'I| rhiit mdpEicen “vaw
cade ol brcks.,” Atver the tncade win pemaoved, and
before thie ew tenaints fonk over, the ghas of a hanner
1.,|l|'r||l\..|:|_' [ 1 1-| ahiliry 2% a r|'_|| CcalAle q.'\.-|I|II:II|JI||.
coalid dimly be ween, That sagme dhadow screamed of
An cepsErtioary lose, an opypertuniey - thiat o e longer

avallable. — Fermaudio L. Brawy
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The former Southern Pacific rail yards are a ghost of Houston’s industrial past
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Framework House

BY RAFAEL LOWGORIA

THaSE wWHO ATRENGED the Usiiversity ol
Hoaspon's fall architeciore beomures Law
veur received the eguivalent of 4 graduate
cilscatrn in prefabricared archioenre
The ||_'.\_||1|.' TS e AL swith \1.|I|.'.l.|- 1

- uilfherreom ™ introslucesm dis the sy
ol catalopue hoases, then billowed waih
Rt Baomeso, Rall Bevker. and Charliv
L dwwt -il'\u, LnSiFE gheir 'I'lllr.J-\.. il culdma
wabed with the wnvetling of Houston's
awn entry infe the prefabocated sweep
sLiK D --||'|' |'|.|:'|||'-.|.||| " ||-.'\-||-.|'

La bans il Sears-Riosebisck corabsgue
houses know, pretabncated dand ol
ider butldings ace lar from mew. In ber
of thie Hirsch

falk ‘|I||;'\-\"|-|"'I -ulllq_».""

|ibhaary an ||||' Mliasewim o Fims IR,

| lisimeom and the anthor of fao issks

o catalogise lodises, Tracad the e anad

{all sl peefabescaion m the LLS" Her
Answet [ (he AJUAC S ERETL O an kil ||I.||,"
hamieses lomt ppilionity can e summarnzed
i aibe words Levitiown. | hat Bejgend

aFy Mew "|.|-:|.. ..||||||| It |'L"|1||"|"'|_|'|.'|I I|'\..'

L [ yusemily dime-wrvle pl’-c-lll..1-|||| |
Fhe emd aof Wesrld
War 1l brought wark o enisrmams demand

[
o suabaeban hasuses, as well as new giml

wigle-fannly hoases

widely-avaclabde types of fimancing tha
lavored the purchase of ready-to LU
haouses over e mare cumbersome proscess
il Bavimg o plor ol Lamd and rhen arfang
iInL Lol bkl o hasuse om wi

Uhver ghe years, weiise ol the e
st in anclibeviure. yimoeng thoim
Fuiller, BN Schimdlern

Walter |r|ll|.l|.I-.. arel K] Wachsmani,

s kmrmarey

developed prefabncated designs that

A prefabricated system, in three acts

.:{-- '._F'_ o ned l‘.'..:l\.-.

received varving degrees of enescal
acclaim, Fut oo financial socesas [n
thie & ||.-||I e Tt CoiETeini iy willy
scvessdul ey I|II|'i| & OF MRS |'-I|l|'iu| |'|:_
pichabricated dwellings m Amenica havi
|l|_ il miihile III-I'Iq_"i Rk ".L|.l-\,|!l -
mamubaciured hawse fiy bt o which I..._- iF
the burden of being assogaated with mar
pamal living comaditmns and an abseooe of
sl i He et eTs
Samor the lape 1990k, :r|||-|!-_I|_ (WL
tabmication has been sorrmg o @rean deal
ob imterest amaoig e design coginmoenti,
with |I.| el FTE BEEInG I 1k i i W |.|'|'|:
roeke il (Rl L BlE 1 the selea, The pecem
prefabrscanan movement bos been abaout
inew mondels Tor pracnong arclatectare
I lein Bvees abwiit imoee ofl

Gs el &

LIETIT AT TR I.-\.||I:-||||.||'\- Ffuin
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creamng Flatl'ak for the Lazor Cihice,

a Minneapidie architecture i whose
|1||'r,|i'\-||., it wasrk ||.,1'\-\. |'\-|,'|.'l|| 'l".l-.ll.'h
|"|||'i|n|1|'|]. Cluarle Lazor wos alresdy o
sacoemful design entrepreneos. Blalkot,
the smternet-based desien busaness he
I.-\."--I-I|II||,I|."\I| |'..n. o |.|||;|_ I||||||'n.|l|'._ (L1}

the thowglehel farmeure and objects o
produces wnd selbs. The Blulbor Pasmiess
mcidel ereatly mitluenced rthe FlarPak
|'-||'P.||'-I|-., WIE d R RECITL, Ao ||_‘||||5.: ||'u|l|'|'.
abowr ddevesing devegns thar How from
available mamitactormg technologes and
cmphasie shipping efficioncy, Lazor has
aksii ey |,'!-|l|'||'.| i o lever g2F I||_l|1|.. YR
fusr cliemts b0 communcate ther program
mane and spatial desires. The luandiul of
FlatPak loiswes prodisoed S0 LAF arg 4 ek

tameent B thie adaptabiliny of the swagem

While providing 4 wide ranpe of sodutions

to different sites and lving arrangemenis,
||| '\I'I.]ll' A 1'||'|_l..|.||| TALETESS IERRIRiSe il
oo Fauhae projec,

Hocin Romern s amother major
plaver in the prefalrication movement.
ad hew fall lecoaee ar the Universny ol

Hamiston, *Makimg Modern Archiecure

Alfordaldle,” made her priorties chear. The

WAPHILs |1.||.n..|_- II'|II-|!|'I'H. -||1|' |'\-||||,||||,|'-. Iriki
hier B (E1] e '.|||-\.. :".1|“|-|.|r|. APy il
roggether with canchully derasled mrerlogk
oiig panehs clad in corruparesd metal. She
pravs partscular areniess (o hidhing gumers
.II|-|| .,|||1||II'\-|\-|||||-.., 11'-.'.I[I|rl|.'_ im & lwnse wih
o strakimgly clean and retined exterssr Por
a relatively moderate prce. Rall Becker

il "1.||.|'il||r|;_ Miastiria, on the other hand,

i workeng withan the mnsch ditberent eon

nomic combext of the Furopean Unioa.
His painsmakmigly cramed Espace Mokl
Beieise g deliveoes) |,||r||.|'-hn- oip-aire b a
eruek, and can b reliscared with relamve
cise, IF 5 as pricey as i B beauiitul The
financial kg Becker presents s based on
biegh Ll prices, as well o rax podicees
that make i miore leasible bor young pro
fensmnuals 10 the Furopean Lnson mo oot
Lanid] rather than asva i

N prommosen local archivect recently
ook e vhar e oppaoses the comceps of
protatmicated architeoture because ot lacks
I!I|| I||| AT ARE Fespisiise Eo n.pl'.\_lllq, o1 Lt
i progeranumate oomdirsene. B iendide
Bevkers Espace Muobile example, the cus
remt prefalsocated movemsent m the U5,
e rr.l”'- .I|'\.'\.||1 eaudy-ariinls ||'\|‘I|I...,I||||'

Insread, it m abaow mass cussaaEation

With their lmmmes, Lavisr and Bosmerno play

A siEimEscanl T i sl hsiRbi

By S
planning, anad edevanion deuagn. Bar they
work with o pre-determined paletee of
detadls and bunliding componends,

which significantly lowers desgn and
prisdiuction rime and, therelone, cosg
Hamiston's own entry imto the prefab
rication sweepstakes, the Framework
1|-n||-u'— 11.'|'||., J| LR I||.,' -|1|'||.'.,I' il An
eabilsiisn o the Crerald 10, Fhnes © |||'||'|'_|_
of Archimecture Gallery ar the Ulniversany
of Homston last Movember—s o pond

|'\.|||||,||.,' i ||'||'\1 fajal Ll |.|,|1

Aet 1t Metalak
Upon arriving in Hoosgon s 1997 45 2
|'_|.|a||| ate sfpiderit ae the Rge SClimal o

Lrchiteomire, o Meppebink started a
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BEEA TARFEAln sd i pany fe el «oaoes
thie comts af gollege, He mamed s
baisiniess dietalab, and makmg sdvantapg:
of ehie wine dvaalabiling o i LY Lm ILTRYS
warchamses fear diswntown |se ser
e a well EL[RIEpE 4w i_-\.i...lu st
Pevditie 4 cobelratod Bangoint loe place
archatecture sivdents, Kenalred SEIF IS
were allowed gos use ihi SR & L1 ITRETNL
il ti expenment freely with matermb
il |-\.|,illl-|iI|I'-|

This remmarkable aor od CRLEC T Lir
shup andd hamab-on romanticmm perboctly
capturcd—or mavbe even anbcpabed
1 s |,lr..l..|l|||'\.|_' S il K itin Fivaiy Jirchres
e schionls, All over rthe country, imper
est in ibesienmsled, diprtal fabmcatson
ailig |'\-||'||.'|.r-\.|-.|-;l_ |'||'I_|='lr|.\__|||.|||_ Friaes

IO TN, sbbardatle hommving. aml

qFR
taimable marerials and methods has been
i [ull ferment bor e pasr decade among
ireharectide stvidenr aied facales

Ihe marwsial Beader I\.|.||' ol il
Aimerican lesmtate of Aorchdectun
Stusbents has repoaredly cived the relu
range to Become a “UAD monkey® -
i AFChabecrire |:!.I-\.|-\.I.I!-\. J% |-Iu:|
e codmipister dralisman—as a prami

s AEIGF i fhe B[OV CIimeRE Do s |'I'

ety =T
[P T

s e

RIETEE Waks of pracTiculbg ||.|||||'-_|||-|'
i
Vo adhemmi CVETH Ve O Compes ol §ETTnS

lonr the broader phenomenon: progechive

ifcliabetaie andd post-cimical thoug
Uine Rive spisbent whes ok acdvan
e of Metalab's FETETTRITY Tie CAPFY ailal
destgn wsrk was Lncnieine NVodon. Fles
rhiesis propect, a full-sg ulie, martalsle metal
ITANE RN ihiom wirh cranslicen el .|._
was bl ar the workshaop and carried
ot Ehe ool of s Volkswagen o Rices
Vaderson Hall foe lds (umal qury, This
|"'u|||--:| which oeade i o the ELAET b
Sarlivporr, the Rice alomm magazing
Iuwferiaedd Bl Ciani Crpriial s bor wwhaid

Pewame thie Pramicwork Hasise

Bet @ Competition Triuwmphs
Meralab closed s dooes | 20001 when
Ble bl limk feviadied schasinl and bepa
developany o praofesional practice, B
il the spurie of Metalab, Meppelink’s
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Framework Howse concept o sisbmit to
salie uf the :llifurdal'ﬂf leimise camnpel-
s Iscing onganmed ar that teme arownd
the coitry,

I 20803 therr desagn was selecied as
4 e il hath the Flosida-lased ET
Fuandanion design comperition and the
HOME House Project competition anga-
aied by Morth Carolina’s Soatheastern
Center for Contemporary Art. Excerpes
frumm vhe texr prepared by the team for
the Southeastenn Center competition
entry umderline their propces enplasis
o ease of constroction. Hexibility ancd
consimer chowe:

“*FRAMEWORK provides a clean
mamimmal struciural system of anod-
izl aluminiam framing aid painecid
SIPs istructural insulared panels), with
a customeeed flair of colored awtomo-
tive-funished poasl forms, and anodsped
alumimam finish on the frame, The e
conled be quickly assembled by traimed
technicians, and coulil alse be bailt g
urkilled vohoeey labsor doe o s amplhe
components and minimal need of power
il uree, H.nrl;l.-q. wree ol [rl'nl."nln.l im the
exterfor perimeter extrusoms thar allvw
for adddition of finish mareriab, which

fuirthver custonsize and project the wall of
the LATICTS .l|1|,:| theeir :hﬂm .1|1||.I -
thetse chavces, and akbo create a beseficial
raitsereen system which will even further
improve B-values in the walls and cxorend
the life of the extenor envelope. ™"

“ Ay umele wha o madon, a desire
o recvele alominum cans, o derelict house
nn;rhr. leftower |1.'|I|1|' anl Im“dmn ateri
als from other projects—all can be appro-
priated into the super flexible contexe of
each FRAMEWORK hiiave,™*

Their design was artfully presemed
in & warety ol irban and fural contexts,
and 10 an array of plan confguranons
dleverly titled by the porential imbabi-
famts” oceupations, More than prometype,
the Framework House was conocived as
o muln-lavered system of claces, I i o
kir-oib-parts bor grownups, brom shich,
with the ::un.‘hmg o g ||'||.|ghliu| Eromip
o designers, they can desagn their owi
hamises wsang 3 well worked-sur sor ol
detaily andd ehements, The proprictary
eletails developed for the competitson ver-
siot of the Framework House include
an eve-cafching SIP roofing system wirk
integrated pusters, dlever money-saving
fosmndations to deal with difficale CGali

Cuast sl conditions, and 1l setined
Smartframe, “a muolh-cellular aluminum
extrusion which carnes cold aie, bor and
cald warer, ebeorrical, and daga wilities
withan its profikes, ™

Aot 31 Back te the Dogtrat
Iy 2iphss, real estare investor Jason Dunn
joined the Framework team o belp move
the project from idea to reality, This
new ellaboration resulied in a reghonal
marketimg soratey dhot cangeeed rumkey
delvery of weekend comntry hoses,
This sErabegy Ealboes .llt‘l'llll.lﬂ,l' af the
Framework sysiem’s case of assemiblage
by as few s pwel peapede without the need
of heavy machinery or speciabized equip-
inenf (4 particularly appealing feature
when banlding far away from cities), while
at the same ome implying o chienecke pros-
perms ersugh to owm 4 seconsl house,
Froan the very beginnimg the design
ceam abrew inspiratem fring vermacabar
house rypes when demonatraning the (lox-
iulity of the Framework sysiem, Steven
Hall's pamphiber, Ulnfien ard Bural Hoipse
Tyfecs, wan an imporam reference m
the design process.” The dogeeot house,
where two cabims are joines] by a conmms-

£

usis patchsed roof forming 4 breeseway

im between, was a natura] chasice for a
couniry howe prototype in the scmicy of
Houston. Dhosgtron howses are one of the
carliest Amglo-American builbing types

in Texas; they are perfectly suied 1o cli-
nuifes wathi bt s bl l.l.u'lm.:'nn.nd
musderane winters, The lcomg brocorway
of the dogiror house is a flexible space
that, when the weather is nice, can double
the |svimgs anca of the hatise, The doginm
wirehks best with goserous amounes of
Landd around it, where the breeseseay can
be muse ﬂuh' calibrated o the pm.allqu_
wands. When viewed perpendicular 1o the
rilge of the rood, the dogiror s a posver-
ful device o frame the landscape, mwans-
forming the simplest of buildings mio

an archirectural act. OF corse, siting a
dosgrror o ke advantage of siach a3 view
is ensier b achieve in the countryside rthan
ooy @ crowiled urban log.

In the Lutest verseon of the Framework
Hhinuse, the constrction systom has
evilved with s progmanic redesign thar
favows cout efficiency and marketabiliny
over daring design. The clever foumdaton
that does away with the nevd for drilling
cauipment s unehanged, bur the mewal
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T 15 cLeam THAT the cthos John de Menil
once described a5 “frugal Iscaary " —
wegmmibusdicd in Benan Puoo's Menil
Collection builifing as well as Philip
Jihiison’s desygn of the Menil Floime—has
i iverwlslmed by the cffects of con-
spicuous consumpeeon,” One might well
aek whether Howston's architeces, devel-
wpers, and cltkeens have honored John and
Desmiingioe's dbe Menial™s begacy by reacting
rewponsitly 1o a ghobal energy onsis thar
refuses o o away, or whether vhey have
hcled the sreml foward a = progress™ thai
vilues super-swed MeMlansions or om-
bastic townhaouwses over moee frugal, ver
sophisticated, dwellings. Can we imaging
the govermnent and people of Houwen
colbecrively defying the “higger is bet-
ter” wiraregy andd adopeing o mormooram
agaimd oversase houses on small loes, such
s the omie aslipted Lass year s Aastm?
T bt wuare, sigis of resistance 1o this
diftuse and shortsighted approach 1o the
butle envirnoment have sorfaced amasng
somne Howston archieos, who have ral-
fied v the ethical imperatiee ol “bss s
mwore.” Architecrural desigoers of differ-
ent hackgrounds and gencrations have m

CIVE &\ SPRING Too!
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Small Houses
for a Big City

Searching Houston for examples of “frugal beauty”

BY MICHELANGELO SABATING

revent years dealized hodses an dhe 2000
sapuare foor range—a range char falls well
bebow the wagsansl average of apgle-am-
ily hoses—that, while speaking thear
own distinet architecoural langiage, all
reflect thie quality of frogal beaury. This
i i beawty that cn be found m designs
that lami the foitprng of a buailding while
keeprisg an eye on overall clvironme-
fal inapact and vsing o limised paleite of
basic “green” materials thar resonare ang
enhance the guality and identity of thewr
neighborhoods, Frigaliny is also reflecred
in the lifessyle thar these homes encour:
ager Modest-sived spaces inevitably limir
the imsteruabsie impulse foward puarchas-
kgt displaving, and sqormg commodstics.
To be sure, the restrai thai these
d-ulpm {iad chients) have exercsed
docan’t always come with a small price
tags simple does not neoessanily mean
simpliseic, and frugal doesn't always mean
cheap, That said, what s agmbsant is
that these crmical reglonalist (o pose-
ividern, i the spivie of Juhn Hudsar's
defininon of 1945 houses speak of 3
desive fur comtinuity with an aesthetic
and ethac ol modesty embindied by some
oo the Laseiig examples of domestic archi-
ecture of the 20th century, These honaes
bailel wipem the foundations of a number

of prrecedeiity, tangmg o Frank Lloyd
Weaght's Useeianis and Abvar Aalio’s vaca-
toe cottages to the Case Srmly Houises,
Seven howtees | lsaind in Hisston,
hsrededen amomgst musch valgariey, ane com-
mremdlable exanples of b contemporany
domiestic architecture can explure local
o fogeial vermacular procedonts in
oeder 1 bring 4 commomsetisical build-
g appeoach fo the needs of a sociesy
that relics heavily on the automabale and
digital technologies, Soll, bomes such as
the ascs | explore m these pages are a
imecre ilrop 0 the proverbial bucker when
compares to the vast pmount of specsla-
erve sugbe- family hosing thar makes
up a ey that refuses o o sprawling.
Whereas the commensial architecture
anal infraseructure of the last decades has
assumed a geoeric ghebal guality—despare
vxcepticens and some conorssions 1o the
symibsilic sich as the kisch Texas Lone
Stars emblazoned on the concrete plens of
elevitnd highways —domestlc anrchitecture
i Huouon has challenged e stanus g
and entered more farcetully ivto dualogoe
with the genas boc of the city and region.
In the progess, architeces have discovered
that this genaias boct owes much o the
crtys adentiry am a Southern frontier fown
furted metropobis wath an “anything

poes” meitalicy, In @ city whede the Mow
anel the Funnee count infinitely awsre than
the Has Ben, I.ll:lml'l'h.lp;lﬂr i |||k.r|]. s e a
refuige for the value of permanence.,
Thanks to the role plaved by the ver-
nacular forms and indigenous comstrac
ton moterabs, av well 2y an onabergamd
irgg o the ways bea, wand, and light can
bse harniesasd poctically earher than viewed
A% A0 ENCMY, 3N Iferesing version of
Eemneth I'um[qml‘h “vmiencal n,-ﬁmruhw'
appears 1o be thraveng n Flouseon, The
hoises | diseiss are all locared imside the
A1 Lowp, andd are msered i esiab-
hishesl newghborhoods, avway from the
rorwes ol ademticald howses foamal in sprawl-
it developer-buill = planned " commini-
tics that are not that different in concepi
frowin thamse o Scortsdale or Lax 1IF|:‘-|{.:II..
In such communmities, considerations ol
archivectoral language and environmental
correctness inevitably bse out o musre
pressing concerms over how big the media
posanl must be b onder to make the lasse
attractive and resalable, In most cases,
the plins of these homes really don’
change significantly from state o stare
even though one would expect thar dif-
feremt sacio-cubural, climans, and geo-
graphical conditrmms would inflscnoe
architectioral language,
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this, a Mamedtom [ Brvanele armicle Last
Jusie ammesmeed ihe armival go Katy of
Mlartha Stewart Homes “hranded wigh
her naame A 1w IL'II v sanl Jowdal
Here, that “rasee
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rest cune i the brss Slartha Stewarn
|_||.|.|.I||I1| wert m Lo, Ssoaitls Laraling.
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g the hoases of Houston archi
Pl sigcli g% I|'\.| s Iselow makoe ghi
cane that architecrs and |'l|.||.'_|||l\. ngal
Lot ||lil-| s g embody the ouoiice |

of “frugal heamy™® w help o

ware seedaina ble, ConscEnnom uaes
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wEL Ihe |||||||..'\-|I|-\. archiectire
i W LTETIE als miakes the case that
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Iemansk House (2000)
u Semvanek, FATA
|t homing il drohitet wimd BEd e
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i thie mised oriswegd il enrly Jikh
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o that sl Semamck's 1% 8 howse on
Lodiquniid Sreel. |he new hoise, havwever
imaikaes 4 nwsre Poreciol sirhan gesture by
Fally CRCHPYIRE 8 codt o8 ansd By awng
PETRMEECT W ik v abetinn DT RIE S
i panden-like appendapges. he manen
ks patetie reflects Aoemanck's desare o
M DEE paer-ancd-Deam wasisbeis Rl
o, evomeamical concrete muasomnry black

il |l|. wasinl, ansl the pale ® Asan”™ o

Harhily il iduistrial steel olaididhnie il
riwd, Peorw hie sheetrock 1o he found
| e lmamesd rangs of maceninds conber I

the Loimdmek Movse sfs “prometive,” brogal
guatity: Iraditional vwermnacildad iilkhiags
don't mamrmsally combine mwe than e o
twn materials betwern claddmg. Despae
LOTAANER s COmMmmATnenl o o posi s
ermiwm in the tradsrion o) Le Corboser™s
Ko hamnp © nap |. the prind I | etewatiom
il s homise os peerced by the Beams enad
o Fevedl, of i laRcridsialisg neannee 1
wirscture of the baslda i
Dhareong che '%®ulbs and 19704, hossks
cinch g Coves Henmisagh « Premieer (oxas
Herefifeirin amal Erse Arthar's The Bara-A
Vimnisdnimy Lapnchmard an Mosls Amierica
st e artentea fo a radson ol amony
s Yermacsalar builders who aslleredd i
ol shapes pical of modern arghis
wuiew wrlsag the mochime-ape marereals
Heirmmath deew artention to the = messl
aictbee™ ol 8 Tekds tlneer vottmolag
wikldeng thar sar amadse 4 = penuvely g
HINEry sl Lrrhiur civmparedd thi
V puviver o tHse amonyrssos Birmer s
varm b cathedral. Te o lhaed oo 1o e
I hese guialimies iy e shadowsy,
v arbereer of Aemanck’s home
| hicwe re=feademes of fradwonal bkl
s nEliEOrE Al POectEC e bl 1 gees o @
.!lllll'.'_ll. with histisry ™ (while avinda i
listaaiwcsiin] thad hasd beeti preclioded in
|.|':|.u|.|\_ EAETRECTAL IS dx] Frslorm
Insdar as ir celebrates] the HETICs o
preindi sarial hoaury ar 5 tome when thi
Matome ratmcilam of the West began
by e wjuestiesiegd, Diam wchimo Damsak s
I Proise of Seadions can be wsied ds dan
owners. manoal for Semanek s hoves
on Colgqaine aned Peden, both of which
CE prorection Friowm 1 Fiesas highy wih
shuacly ecesses. Ax Tamizaki wrod I Bix
guiley that we call beaoty, however, maisi
il Efoile Brees the poabieses. oif hils
Pl oA ancestoda. lisroed e e o Lark
roMaes, presesly caone o s LT TR
i shadorws, altimately to owde shas
i rds Beaien, erds
Femanek s pocts realism iw ol
Ui bl AE N hy i buddisse, With i
Jroene exierior expeesstion and s calime
shacdiisky givterssr. fas Prugal Nasise refledt
ik -':l":__ll WIWTEDE J Seaetesichian semss
well e lltsilrsa and o more gsiinaie and
detached Zenlike repose and surrender

i T o el
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o i L e et ¢ LOVE-WEBB HOUSE (2004)

| o Bl ooy St Engissst

Koelseh Heuss (2000)

Dipllawr Kl Arclipleciuee

L |||'-||l.|||_'|‘| Ll] Femanek s mnoddy III'.||
mrrespective howse, archarect Drhillon Byle's
hamise for art dealer Franony Kaselseh s a
mlav il arid whirnskcal cogtage. At figse
glange, the subily urban presence ol the
hivgsr gy aslvrusive amd weldomimg,
despate the dbsence of the fromt parcls
ripmual ol Bwirigaboows im thie W wamn
"sve II:'||:,|I|"--I|'||-|-|‘| m which o s bcated
Kather than retreat from the sireet, this
sinple-atory howse clad with maler-toned
r||'||LI cuilinriul 1T, anal ¢l J[\ll"lllllll
FERPaTs the scale of ihe II|'-.|.',-¢I:'I "'I!-t'ul-\.ll
which i charactenzed by sasler mone

B, il

|,|1|l|-ln.|1-|| u||;,:|.'-|.|-|1|||| (T
T A= il rwresdury Binases

Wheen comparing the koelach hos
b wsthier Kyle dessgns. soch s the Branand
Wwedinie Pode Jeipmed e o ||.||-.r||p|||'r
]\.II.’qlp. what i abvroms i Kyvle's 'nl"lllp_-
miess 10 accomowskite and (NIRRT I|'||
coitrihiaticm of the chieni. At 2 tinse when
meiny archimects thonk af thesmselves o
velebrimies angd resomnt o selb=promonional

sirategies, Kyle's humility & o rare expres

s asl AFieEmalty ol -.|,I|||I

B abs plan aned ingenaon elevariinis, thi
Kaelch Hisse demonstrates kyles «kall
mi ercatme a spscioss, med-20th-cenury
|||r-|.||."||'| RlRTg [ERLILES h.it .\_|.||1|||||.: % A
im& |I1|f-|.|||-. |1I.I|I'|I.J! ['q.l.ll.“l.' '||.I1|| ='|-||!.
ished comerete floors, The archifect fuses
ik "III'"I"-II'T |||"-|.'|||I'I.‘I P '|'J|||‘| '|'|'|1|| FIHENT
dis |'|'i|1||.'-,|_ ahisereet fodms il lecnond I
Al 1 oos. A |l.I|II.l|||'. coveered avralios }
pati with a swinimmg pool extends the i
mderis ti prowide a weloosming everall l—‘
lis 1A space |11 s wreduilly HITing !ll.' i ,
ETAIm vk the sige ansl |'|'I'!.III'I|' a dioiakbls
stanry milution, kyle dermamestranes bow
ath archaeet and eleeit can harawnige e
weabe ol 0 hemise wiith that ol m mi |!.'_|'|I-|l|

hiwd withame wiving up o architeonral

CRITSSIN a0 TRk ey II'\II"\. tramiskar
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Lowve=Webb Houss (2004) |
Sevarryst Laremater Arclorects I—I
The Love-Webb House reflecrs the persom |
il anl bty cliere Jom Lamce, o Hisisston -I
a1
artiat whes daisd a vear ahier IR AR Fee— " : |
'
s bis lowse, and i archemect, Sonva
"
:-ur-. nader. On close soritiny ome o see L |
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No Place Like Home

Fhe Perfecs £ 100,000 MHomge: A Trp
Avcrids America and Back in Purgnnr of

i Mace po Call Hme by Rartie Jacabs
Published by Viking Aduly, 2006, 304 pp.,
L3595,

Revienonad Iy Lisa Fope Weiterenamn

When ksakang at the cover of this
Ik, antne has po wonder what Karrie
bacols meiin by the phrase, " The per-
fect S100000 howse,™ Early on, she
seates that the $ 106000 & for the hoose
aunly, and w exclosive of the land cosr.
Shie abso acknowbedges thar her perfect
hanvse=—1 (WK} sapuare feer for S 100 per
siuare fusoet—"wonld cost the same per
sjunie bot as i fypical Amercan louse. ™
Bascd on her motion thar typecal Amenican
hemmes e Gaiely ordinmary, Jacohs sarches
for an arypical dwelling, for only
5 MR OO0, where she can leel ar bome.

You've prohably seen Karne Jaoohs'
marne helore. For masre than 15 years she
has served ay an archatecture and nl-r."u,gn
writic bor vaross national and imierna-
tiomal majazmes and sewspapers, nos
recently "r'I'rI:upm'n. Traval & Lersiire,
and the Mew York Tines, One of her
mist niable achicvements was being
fuimmding eshitor of [ueelf, 4 mast-read
magsnne for .:.n.'l1||-n.'|.m. Ejl“ﬂ'ﬁl‘ﬂhlllﬁﬂ'l.
anl those wrbanibes whio diredm ol design-
ing thair own homes, lntelligent as well as
witry, Jacobs wrimes her book from a New
Yorker's perspectve, diopping in a come
mend biere anad there 4 la Sex i the Chry,

bacrmangg beoan @ 720 s puase- Bl
Co=0p apartment ar the comer o Third
Mvenue anad 14th Sreet in Manhattan,™
Jacobs begins her advenaure to find nao
just g howse she woalid engoy hiving i,
bt one locatesd v a place she'd be willing
o v b, This 1s a beg deal Fer Jacaobs.
Pary of lser quest was o “fisd & rown
where it feels combormable for a woman
o o anpy a bar by hersel,® Her bk
i% as much abusur plave making as it s
ahoiar sines,

iine of Jacobs' higaest challenges
was that, m a semse, shie knew oo moch.
].1-.1'l|'r\ fecills bier borsd eocounber wiih
Misdernism as a young gl ai her parens’
triemds” hoase, moting how much whe
enjoved bemy in that space. This cxpen:
ence likely set ahe tone lor the career she
wis o have, o carger thar gave her che
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opportidty o explone pleisty of well-
designed masdern homes, But even with
ihis amasmt of exposure, while she knew
which hoowes felt mohi, she couldn®
define the Lactor o aspects of 4 hame
that comntrbared o the feelimg

Tor come wp with a defmmon, Jacobs
traveled o Yeutermorrosy, Vermone an
ald heppie towin), continaed cross-coan-
try oo the Northwese, then retirned 1o
the Easr via the Souath, encountening
aloog the way an array of olf-beat per-
ssialities, amnong them serss achitects,
quirky entreprencuars, ansd moddbe-aged
hikers, e miervacwee was Boetr
Famore, 4 graduate of the Rice Schood
af Archreomne, with whom she spaske
while iy Himmseom abowt bis “shot mroe™
hnse. Jacobs wir fascinaned with
damone's detetminarsen i create & o
muside o a kit o pases

jacols refaces her experiences place
by place i the comeexe of ler travels,
searching ouw exampbes of architeeneral
ipvarioa e Amenican hoose .Jﬁ.lu:u..
Afier three moivbls and 14 00K males of
lntening and ohserving, Jacobs shares
seweral prumsms ang epiphanies. She notes
b hared ir s vo build o sypical anck
frame hasime, and ends op questioning the
idea that “modermism is gisosl, cradiess-
alism s bad.” Aher spending somse nime
ar the -||r|.g||u| Habuiat for Humangw
communaty near Amercus, Georgea, she
becomes sympathetic o ity mam mis-
spinik=—=and jrem over the bad rap i tenads
tn e en I1.|||;|.'J1|:||:"r eI Cnmmiind s,
She learms what she calls “architectural
irithy The smaller 5 |'r||I|||JrIH-.'. i, the
M i oinis per syuane oo™ Diler
abservations: Boild in Texas where Labor
is alfordable; the best gowns are colloge
piwira; clean desygn b expensive (you
can’t cowver wp stuktl ores anad dirr make

AMIEEC L AND BACE

& PLAED TO EALL WOME

JACOBS

WITH ILLUSTEATIONT BY GARY PANMTESR

a decent homee (bur don’t have bath-
roomsl; selar collecings can be sapped by
lightning: angd the A-frame has not per
haps been explored o i fillest.

Tl Perfect 5 HMLOM0 Hopie n HETRILE
i Jacnbs" visis gre the anes vou wish
viowl lsd the ime 1o make voursell, Same
ol the places you may have seen alreandy,
anid some you may not have Kown wene
there, Whar hegins as the suthor’s e
somal apieest transforms o @ joamey that
may ;Junp;r Ve porecpin o I:||J.1'!.'t
hasiming market. Although this bk a
& powd regd lor mon-architeons, Jagohs'
fndinggs, which include a great body of
architectural rescarchy, coulkl mspire archs
rewtts and imnovative develpers o makse
m-ll--lnmlml hamising available w every-

ot af an affordable prade.

Momentary Urbanity

Tempowrary Ulrlan Spaces: Cosleepis for
il Uisr oof Caify Spravces, exliced by Flosian
Haydn and Hobert Temsel, Pobdished Iy
Rerkbhaoser, 2k, 272 1] 448,

Bevvesied by Revnold Seoty Mapsmaon

Imaggine stepping onio a Metro Hght-ral
var and, as the doors chse, the frone car-
mage is suldendy fhowwing warh alcobaol
amgd Samba muoac, while ihe rear CAFTIAfE
sports 4 1 and costumed commiers,

A ferst vouis're eadoen alasck, bae thenm vou
pin in the vewelry, connecting with fiellow
passengers, | e, ar the next stop, the
sorne quickly dsperses.

Saich an event seen lartotched. Ber
semething juss like it happened on the
Circle Lime of London™s Unadergrommnd,
Thie propect, dubled the Cerele Line Party,
angl other experinengs like it represent an
avanr-gande J|p|1ru.:||.ll. o urhan design,

it resubuing from a European Uinon
rescarch progect called Urban Catalys
whave resiles have been |.'-|'|II-IF|I1L'|.| in

Terarperrary Urlean Spoces: Comorpts for
the Ulse aof Uity Spatces.

Coeypwed af fem essave divided
amsng, the themies of Palivics, Pracnce,
andd Desare, as well as deniils of 15 prn)
cots thae ilhiserae an arcay of wrban
CXPETHRERLS, Irrnp-.-u_m- Lirbeam Spurces
addrewnes o specific mawvement in urban
|'||.||||||r||.'.. The |"|||1|-:w|||:l|||g. belond the
mwemenl reprosents the desire o move
away Prom mraditional plaming ool
rowarsds a provess-oniented methodol-
o, Bin s essay “From Begolaton 1o
Muislerareon,” Klais Ronmeberger stares
the lypshesis this way: =, oair model for
wiban developmient m no longer the mas.
ter plan conceived on a drawing beard,
by pemypsorary uses thar are already avail
able ar a specihic place and programmes
that have evalved within a specific con-
test—"orgamwcally’ as it were—sih the
participariaan of chie local popadania, ™

'L'r.lrﬂrrru'_r.rr Urvar Apurces starts witl
fonar politically themed cssayvs explosrong
thie eoamanmie, historie, and bareaucrati
g Tes 1.||rnn||||.1|||].;_ whasrr-rerm urhan
planming. Each aoihor iverpreis the
umbsella terms “temporary™ i lus or her
W1 W, 'J'lu-'wllq,'. W o ooves @ o
spectrum ol ideas, mesnmgs, and pracng-
es, The resnb s an urban mamiesio wirth
a distinctly playihu] character, a maifesss
stromtly supparned by the fundamental
premitse that pahlic spaces need o reflec
the cultural context and social scovines
ol ithe ALy they serve. The conribitoes
are nasl fncused on onndemning readinonal
miolels, Thev ane msre intenested in Irving
mew ideas than denouncing obd ones,

Flowien Havdn's essay, *A Matenal
Iian Never Comes o Rest,™ opeis the



Practie section with certaimity. He conveys
the power of socially deeermined pablic
space when he says, “Temporality con
tains the essence of demacracy. There are

states that are constantly renewed, seeking
dlecistnis and creating moments of agnoe-
ment.” The oher essays, howeser, fail oo
comnneet in the same way, Thebr ideas and
proects are bess enpaging, and create a
weak pransimson it the Desre seenion,

The essays of Desire lecum on caprae-
g the feelings and eosotions evoked in
paiblic spaces thiroaigh differcnt evemis anil
experiences, Uirsala Hofbaers =FHaornor
Vo™ uses @ project called Termanem
Breakfast go illustrace her interest in chal
bemgimg the use of space m the puude
public sphere, The projeet begins when
one or mare people wer up 3 breakfas
tiuble n o public space and olfer, perhaps,
colfiee and rolls, mviting passers-by 1o jain
ihem lor hreakfase,

Thee reactions have Hrnrulh' been
positve. Peaple readily sit down, drink
colien, and chat, The idea is spread like
& chamn lerter, and has mken oo in most
European metropinlmes as well as m New
York and Tavwan. Accorhng to Hofbauer,
“Permancat Rreakiase is a gume, an an
PreHeCt, art im a |'|u|'|||-; spage anal public
ant, bt also ..o tond bo sese the guality
of public spaocs o, o put o eeothor way,
o ensure the pollic characer of a vereain
space.” I her ENRay, Hofhauer elevates
this whimsical game to a political ace,
bewcribing ir as 3 “handy Homus vest po
ensure onesell thar a space is public.” ls
ts a smaple pomi: That souall ingerventions
can change drastically hirw we percenve
anid e puabilse spase.

The 35 progects, which are presented
in the last sectiom of the ook, vary
greatly in theme and ambition, Each
e was @ croanve interventon of wrban

spetor, aned represented the spiod of tempo-
iy planning. The Circle Line Parry was
initiated as o pure expression of freedom,
and has not been duplicared. Permanent
Breakfase, aow in s | Ith year, is ongio-
ing. Chie of tee moss mteresting, and
inspiring projects s one imetiated by Fars
Mlavar Bertramd Delanoe. In 2001, as a
public relations-event for the co's praffse
plscies, a beach and a large swimming
posil replaced the Ceorges Pompidos
micignrway for o wecks. The projec

hias Isen eprated cvery vear samie, It nanw
areracts mmore than & malbion viseors annu-
ally, anal the ides hax been copied in sev
eral other major European citbes.

The wariery of cempaorary uses s
Iraadd, bt steetches brom o propeets o
pierchy commercal events to cultural
and entertainment offenings. Temporary
Ulrbsrr Spaces makes an cinertaimmng, i
st strong, case that the inclusion of pro-
cess-oriented planning can create user-cen
tric ety spaces that, compared to rigidly
planned spaces, bring hig advantages. If
nothing ele, it shoabl at least challenge
yoru b discover that there is nothig quite

hke a well-placsd public braaklas able.

T for Texas, C for
Courthouses

Misrowre Texas Crrthowses by Michael
Analrews, Phatography by Faul Hesver
atigd Lisa Hardaway. Publzhed by Bright
Sky Press, 200, 276 pp., 549,95

Reviewed by Dawel G, Carey

Hailing from a state—Kennisky —where
what county you're from means g st
muwe than i1 prnlul'lhr shiouald, | found
mywsell right a0 lome when | moved o
Texas in 2000, Right ai home, becanse |

CINE 70 o SPRIRG FO07

began witnessiig the saell of county pride
as many of the srate’s historic courthouses
were, one-hy-nne, rebabhalitaeed and
restored. For the Ly seven vears | have,
thanks in pam toomy mvolvensont with
the Manonal Trust {os Histone Preses-
watims “Smart Sran” courthoase pres
ervation grani program, enpyved a fromr
funw seat as Tewans stood up and ook
F'lid‘l' 1 P CCRing and prm'rtillp; dursens
of ther histonic angd revered cenrer af
L amed pulitics,

Courthimses are much mane than
bogal sears of jurisprinlence. They also
functom as mini-hoba of the emverse. For
neany of us, gong to the courthouse s the
chimest we will come 1o CNperEnCing boscal
rude, It is firning, then, that these hastons
of participatory democracy shomibd be
honared by this handsoane, sell-wntten
accoming by Michael Ancdrews, a formers
Lk Comgressman trom Hoaston,

Anoher i a line ol coftee-rable
books abdut the county courthouses of
Texas—a kine thar inchisbes 197 1'% The
Texas Cewarilsrsge |'|5' Jame Welbch amd
1 Larry Mance; 19535% The People's
Archneciure by 'Willard B, Robdnson;
1984% The Tewvas Conrthosse Bepifed
b Jume Welch; amd | 999% i Frieands:
Girear Texas Coarrthionses by Bl
Mergan—uthis comemporary verison does
pwat b what the others di and a linde bi
musre, I serves as an artsculaie restanmen
i the value of preserving our histonc
public arclitectiare.

Ansdrews selecred 1} of the stage’s
2iM) p[m fuiwtorie connhammes 1o fscus on,
angd cach is honored with beawiful photo-
graghs by Paul Hester and Lisa Hardaway
comiphad with hasac historical and archigec-
tural informatwon, He arramged the book
i three logical sectina: the Cadden Age
i DET0s- 190000, & Mew Cemruary | 1900-
| 9205k, and Texas Maoderne {193k,

I each section, Andrews highlighes the
dommmnant archiocs and dommant archa
eectural stybes du jour, from YVectorkan,
Beaux Arrs, and Classical Revival go A
Decn and Art Moderne, Readers learm
abwout the genaus af Alfred Gibes, Janmes
Riety Gordon, Henrey Traman Phelps, and
uthers whi lerally @md higueranvely archi-
fectedd Texas” downrowme At the begin
mning of cach sectmn, Andrews prosdes
histowical hackground thar ceeates 4 con-
1ext for mesre qbq':-h undfnrqjhl.um the
perioad and by representative courthoases.

In these overtures the reader reccives a

L)

palatable dose of American and Texan
hisgory—jise enough o wler the appetane,
i o s vnch ok tooimake you skip over
it and st liwsk ar the preety pectsres.”

But the *premy pictures™ are, indeed,
sorthing to behasld, Paul Hester amid
Laa Hardaway prove thear <kill and
meTit page after PaRE. Their asromish-
mnghy puod photographs capture bath the
scibe and detail of each |.'1u|1|.||l||.g Apaist
i backdrog of miles of thse Eamasis
Texas skies, A few standouts are the bron
County Courthinse, the Bexar County
Courthouse, the Shackeltord County
Courthowse, and the Maverick Counry
Courthouse, Resders can fallow the texy
aind Bel 4 nice bessin by archsectural his-
pory while garing at phitos thar comple-
meent Andrews” research and observamons.

CH equal imterest are the hisonical
footnotes il anecdates, from George
Lo’s murderous rampage in the Tarcam
County Counthouse to =0 Rip.”™ the
bomed toad who resided mothe cor-
nerstone of the old Eastland Coaney
Cisterthowse (rom 197 o 1928, Amlrews
o bck and steel into Hesh and
bind wath his stores of mob wolence
i MoLennan Cimeniy and mbdnight fires
i Mikam Conmry, lifes ser by compen-

g tovwn Eathers whio coveped beang the
commniy seat.

A st s this book s, @ bew sanall
improsemmeirs woild have mads o even
hetter, Bolder page mumbers and cap
tvnnied phitos wasild akd the reader i
mare fully appreciating the views and
the lessons, While | can appreciate the
wnadulierated ariviry of the photo, o
wrll-placed note would have eased the
bmirden of fhippemg hack and foeth between
photos and a lisr of illusreations, Including
1# entres i the Texss Moderme woniomn
may haonaor a sgnificant perid in Texas'
groswth, st fewer of these more homog:
e, bovw profile subsmmsbes wionald have
comveyed the same message. If nothmg
clur, they show oy how muckh mode we
should appreciate the Golden Age and
Mew Century representatives. Alen, | wish
Andrews had shared more informanan
abour the squane or land on which the
wisierthinases sit, .. landscaping inloe-
mation and the nse and fall of the 1own
certer. In many cases, as conrthmees go,
siv piwes the coanry scat ... and the preser
vation of one begets the revirabizanion of
the other, That is the POSIEVE MEssaRe this
bk afforrds. m


http://liistoric.il
file:///ndrews
http://archiiectur.il
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Landscape in the Digital Field
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il discusaiom gngd [lr--.'..|||..'.||-l.I iF AFT Wikl
design bkt fall in Houston was a local
manslestation o 4 recent glolal meres i
‘.ilq.' |'\.II|"|I."'|_| 1 lndu,'.lr\lr X% either I'.'||_'r.l|'-||-|'\-l
o artifice has becmne 3 means to model
o redlize yanous ie '|r|'ll'||I. wistoms sl
SYRPCIME (eickidanoms, Froms Bhe paamber s
RV ER EC) I-"F.“' irhan ..||I1|l_'|||I!I|.'|'.'|II-\:.l||-|
Ihe Hice |'|'q."\.l__;I| Alliance’s
Hentrrfding the Cety lectune series bea
||i||.'!.| if arrdy ol I]'i"":l.;l'“.'l s I"'" fpcraie
berween the discipines of shapimg lanad
seape gl planming infrastroctuare, Lo the
recent past, the role of cach desgn feld
N 1ha el l'n.'n.l |4y K ".|'|'¢.|r A i Bersvien dan
et amd |'\l.'|'|\.ll\.'\-|.|| .!||_||||I||I1I| | .|I|||'\-..lr\l|'

RIS |.'-CII|III||'|| IRANLIESE NIWIA PCTIAE

cyepur idealimarions, and planners plowed
I||.||||.||L|I. r'hrr'|.|||||1|l_ 'H.|I|!|1||: Circetm foE
acathencs, The new complex of muln
slisciplinary praciice realizes that at
some pobint everything became ewsentially
||||l,||||,|'|;|‘|I .|||.|| that ofe |‘|,|1 i absoahs Ef
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Preparing for growth will mean thinking differently about where we live

BY RIVES T, TAYLOR

We Amercans spend & lor of owr rime and
maney malking our howses =castles™=—
both i terms of size and advanced jand
energy-consuming) techtology v fill thar
space. Thi snnual Houson Home and
Ceanden Show more than demonsirates
the fiscus we have on where we live: Over
the past 40 years, for example, we have
aakled absoun 30 percent mone space per
family member to owr homes,

The American love altair with the
hume has evolved from colomial pattern
bonaks anvd Andrew [sckson Downing's
mmiid-18ch century desigms exploving
the = American”™ howse, Thase pattern
bewiks, predicaned on the plan, scction,
sl elevarion of the model house, were
based on cresting funstional housog
prototypes that, although imported from
the CHd World, were 1o be climancally
anved amagerially fir iors o Mew World con-
text. It was an umwnitten understanding
that while, say, the aesthen of Georglan
England was to be used in the design of
the Amenican house, dealing with such
practical issises as water cellectimm, cross
ventilanon, day lghtng, and the use of
durable local marerials snirable for the
vichsitudes of the climate womnld slso be
part of Anglican pragmatsm,

Over the last 61 year we have
igmnored thar prageacism in our desice for
the single-family howuse freestanding on a
quuarter-acre suburhan b, A great deal of
madern Morth Amerscan bomebinlding
pevigraphy las ignosed the reality ol place.
Vst howsing estates, with their strendant
population and traffic, have ippeared in
teghons nat particularly supporive of our
mtiast of the hose as an indesirsonble
cantle, This semse of longeviry of = Home™
has been shaken recently with three par.
ticular, and i some cases quite literal,
storm choisds. We are findmg thar the loin-
its of elecericmy and porable warer are der-

rimentally impacting ar least 75 percent of
Amienica’s suborhan ardas. An even more
uncertmn challenge o our howse and
hsme promises 1o be the increasing fosces
of hurricanes and other climate-related
destruction, espeaially for those within
DD amnibes of the coast or m the deserts ol
the Southwest,

While hewises may be increasingly
energy efficient, our demand for more
and more fechnology along with the sheer
sele of residential consruction s over-
caningg the distriburon grid and power
sistem, [ This i happening not just in
Anerica, but elsewhere m the worlid—
Clina alone will pecl aver 400 millicn
new botnes in the next 20 years) The
disaribmnaon grid s mereasingly soen as
parmcularly susceptible 1o failure, Hiaklen
Frevm wiew 18 the Eace char che pramary
soniree o poser b the average lisinse
i% o cial-burming power plani, wich i
problomate prlhum foatprme. By some
wspimates, Texa is looking o morease ity
electric power consumpeion by 50 peroens
in the next 30 years, and there is cone
cern thar getting e system the energy it
dinmands will result in more power plants
rhat comld sccelerate dir gualiry and glob-
il warming problems.

Simbarly, thee modem bowuses in hige
estates demand cinv-porified or potable
water in huge quantitics, water that is
often distributed by aging and leaky sys-
temns. The Bastest development m SNaorth
America is oecurring in ancas where
there is barely enough warer available
bisr gronwih. Think Arzona, southem
Calbhornia, San Antonio, and even,
thavigh a bis farther away from its warer
challenges, Hoiston, Yot bess vhan 25
percent of the waner in hames eeally has
tiv b potable.

Perhaps like our (vechears in
s, we coobd learn o collecr some

of the 48 inches of anmaeal rainfall for the
remaining 75 pereent of this warker use,

There are, of course, sieps being tkon
tion aabidiess energy and water use of obier
hawmies thrisigh conscrvation. Hotson
Mayor Bl Whirte has started a wearher-
prowfing and eneigy apimizanon stratcgy
for mubtiple ohber neighborhoods; several
harmsdeed pwr-Woeld War 11 hovses 1o the
Pleasanaville neighborhood are gerting
ithese improvemients.

Affordable howsvig ofgantatins,
inchisdamg Habinar for Humaniry, are alss
itaking a closer limk a1 the long-term costs
ol owmership for thesr houses, anal seek-
ing ways to reshice waner and elecericiny
s In other parts of the country, where
limias on resources are more cleardy rece
wgnueeall, developens of large-scabe hoamimg
ane beimg procded o provide a prodisc
with real water and enerngy efficiency,
sz auch tools an the DHOE Energy Sear
protocol to substantate ther resalis, Such
market demands are now startng vo affeo
even Houston bailders.

I the past iwio years the third siorm
whoud for the extended life of the Towse
has ermerged cven maore forcefully, Mot
only are musre acrive weather pamerms
such as hurricanes and heavy rains
impacting the longevity of the house, bue
the uncertaimty of the power grd and the
potential bor beng poswer outages creare o
wark sense of uncertainty among, homae-
owners. I the case oof Hiarvicas Rira, i
wiis repomedly mor vhe strong weids thae
destroyed the mose howses, bar rather the
extended power onibiges, which led to the
destroction from within of even slightly
winterhogged resisences, Unmatigansd
hurmidiny can leasd o che degradarmn
of the entiresy of a houses interioe: The
drywall, particle-board cabinets, and car-
pets ol Giuli Cosst louses are unbikely (o
withsraned o bowr with this natural foree,

Recall thar earlier howses nor only disin
have these new bur iragibe fimishes, rthey
abn didn’s rely on central air condinoning
fuwr alehnemishibication.

The recovery of mwmt of the Gulf's
Tosing stock has been slow not only
I of the well-reported problem
with capital flow, bat abo becanse of
the debate entaibed in recovery, [ we
rebuidd the samse old way—as in fact is
encouraged by FEMA—or do homebaalid-
o Need to teink Tustly gl deaster
rebianee idurabiling snd ease of recov-
ery) and decenirabized water and power
distribution (local generation inclad-
iy solar plastovaleate panels) o avoid
largoe griad faibuees? A small bot growing
indhasary has sprumg wp e specialieed
hoase comatructson in which o broadened
anid serengthened shelvering roof and
strengthened lagades—rhie rigid shell of
the home—encloie 3 far mone energy-
anid water-clhioent core, one fitted with
far mwinre durable marerials snived for the
climate, Especially when raised above the
level o sarge fdes, tese omes are noted
o e dimasrer resilient,

Dreakiong with thise msses ane gues-
tions wee fage in the Houston smd
Coabveston area as we plan o douhle in
wiew, A large part of our reglon’s growth
will come a1 the expense of the open,
matural spaces thar help handle fhssts,
hessen Biean waves anad the impace of hor
rcanes, and alu provide everyday sonrces
ik mararal delighi,

This growsh, if suuth of Hosston
prosper, alss will feuire a rethimbong af
whar we'll do before and after 4 watural
disaster, Many consder shelrerimg in place
the emly answer, One thing s cerain: Our
sontheass Texas lwames need to learn the
pecent bessosts od the limits and geward-
shdp of resources in the face of a clearly

changing world w
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